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09-003, Spring Flooding 
July 29, 2009 

12:00 p.m. CDT 
Incident Summary Report #84 

 
 

 
Incident Overview 

 
 
Summaries are published after 12:00 p.m. every Wednesday until further notice. 
Information related to the Dickinson tornado is recorded in the 09-025, Statewide 
Summer Storms, Incident Summary.   
 
Updated information is in red. 
 
The following is a summary of key issues related to the 2009 spring flood of the Red River of the 
North, Souris, Devils Lake, James and Sheyenne River Basins.   
 
State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) Activation – Level III (Monitoring Activation).   
N.D. Division of Homeland Security (NDHLS) personnel staff the SEOC daily from 8:00 a.m. 
until to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. The NDHLS Duty Officer has responsibility for 
incident-related calls between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. and on weekends and holidays.  

 
Significant Events 

 Deaths/Injuries/Illnesses – as reported by the N.D. Department of Health (NDDoH) and the 
N.D. Highway Patrol (NDHP) 
 Deaths – 3 
 Injuries – 252  
 Illnesses – 71  

 Devils Lake 
 On July 24, National Weather Service (NWS) officials stated Devils Lake may have 

peaked this year at a record 1,450.78 feet above sea level, which was recorded on June 
27.  The water level is more than four feet higher than lake levels recorded one year ago. 
The latest NWS outlook places the odds of the lake rising more than one-tenth of a foot 
through October at only 10 percent. However, according to National Weather Service 
officials in Grand Forks occurrences of late August and September rainfall could push 
lake levels higher as happened in 2008. The lake has risen about 28 feet since 1993. At 
that time, it covered approximately 45,000 acres and held about 583,786 acre-feet of 
water. At its current level of 1,450.5 feet, Devils Lake covers 151,210 acres and holds an 
estimated 2.9 million acre-feet of water. – July 24 

 Dams  
 Pipestem and Jamestown Dams – July 17  
 Levee monitoring in the city of Jamestown has been discontinued; however, scaled back 

surveillance at the dams continues by both the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
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and the Bureau of Reclamation. Both agencies confirm that the dams performed 
extremely well. Current combined releases into the James River from both dams total 
600 cfs. – July 27 

 Pipestem Reservoir: 
Current Reservoir Level - 1453 ft msl (-0.3 ft / 24 hrs) 
Flood Control Pool Occupied Storage - 12,210 acre-feet (9.2 percent) 
Current Reservoir Release - 250 cfs 

 Jamestown Reservoir 
Current Reservoir Level - 1433.4 ft msl (-0.2 ft / 24 hrs) 
Flood Control Pool Occupied Storage - 5,850 acre-feet (3.1 percent) 
Current Reservoir Release - 350 cfs 

 Current reservoir level along with inflow and outflow rates can be found at the following 
website: www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/north_dakota_lakes.htm 

 Declarations (See map) 
 The incident period for DR-1829-ND will close August 10, 2009, which coincides with the 

deadline for applying for individual assistance and takes into account additional flood 
damage expected in the Devils Lake area.  

 Governor John Hoeven issued a statewide emergency declaration on March 13. 
 The state was granted a Presidential Disaster Declaration for 34 counties and two Tribal 

Nations on March 24.  
 Public Assistance: The declaration was subsequently amended and now includes 48 

counties and 4 tribal reservations 
 Individual Assistance: 41 counties and 3 tribal reservations. 
 Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP): All declared counties and tribes are eligible 
 County  Declarations – 48 counties 
 City Declarations – 41 counties 
 Tribal Declarations - 2 tribal nations  

 Current County Declaration Map 
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 Current FEMA-DR-1829-ND Declaration Map 
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Weather Forecast for WESTERN North Dakota:  

 

Low pressure sliding across western South Dakota will spread showers across west and central 
North Dakota Wednesday morning. Then partial sunshine will create afternoon instability 
showers and thunderstorms. It will be cool for July 29th...with highs only in the 60s.  
Today: Showers likely, with thunderstorms also possible after 1:00 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 65. North wind between 6 and 13 mph, with gusts as high as 23 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 70 percent. 
Tonight: A slight chance of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 47. 
North wind between 7 and 10 mph. Chance of precipitation is 20 percent. 
Thursday: A slight chance of showers, with thunderstorms also possible after 1:00 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 69. Northwest wind between 8 and 11 mph. Chance of precipitation is 
20 percent. 
Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 52. North wind 5 to 9 mph becoming south.  
Friday: Partly sunny, with a high near 77. West wind between 6 and 10 mph. 
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Weather Forecast for EASTERN North Dakota:  

 

Partly to mostly sunny skies this morning will give way to increasing clouds and the threat for 
scattered showers and isolated thunderstorms. The best chance for measurable precipitation 
will be across the southern Red River Valley and adjacent areas of west central Minnesota. 
Rainfall amounts are expected to be one quarter of an inch or less. Daytime highs will be cool 
today, from 65 to 70 degrees. Periodic thunderstorm chances will continue Thursday afternoon 
through next Monday, primarily during the daylight hours. 
Today: A 20 percent chance of showers after 1:00 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 70. 
Northwest wind around 7 mph.  
Tonight: A 20 percent chance of showers. Mostly cloudy, with a low around 52. Northwest wind 
around 7 mph.  
Thursday: A slight chance of showers, with thunderstorms also possible after 1:00 p.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 68. North northwest wind between 7 and 10 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 20 percent. 
Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 53. Northwest wind 5 to 9 mph becoming 
southwest.  
Friday: A 20 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms after 1:00 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with 
a high near 78. South-southwest wind between 6 and 11 mph. 
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River Forecasts by River Basin – Listing Includes Rivers Above Flood Stage 
 Rising=    Steady=    Falling=  
 
James River Basin 
 Ludden Dam  —12.62 ft—Flood Stage is 12 ft. 

 
Devils Lake Basin 
 Devils Lake  — 1,450.42 ft.  
 Stump Lake  —1,450.4 ft. 
 Devils and Stump Lakes long-range probabilistic outlook valid July 27, 2009 – October 25, 

2009. Chances of Devils and Stump Lakes rising above the given lake levels.                      
                        90%     80%     70%      60%      50%     40%      30%      20%     10% 
Creel Bay     1450.5  1450.5  1450.5  1450.5  1450.5  1450.5  1450.6  1450.6  1450.6 
Stump Lake  1450.4  1450.4  1450.4  1450.4  1450.4  1450.4  1450.5  1450.5  1450.5 
 
 Chances of Devils and Stump Lakes falling below the given lake levels.                  
              90%     80%      70%      60%      50%      40%     30%      20%      10% 
CREEL BAY   1450.3  1450.2  1450.1  1450.0  1450.0  1449.9  1449.9  1449.9  1449.8 
STUMP LAKE 1450.3  1450.2  1450.1  1450.0  1450.0  1449.9  1449.9  1449.9  1449.8 
 
Resource/Assistance Requests 
 The State Emergency Operations Center has processed 628 requests for assistance since 

March 12, 2009.   
 

 
 

Detailed Reports 
 

 
Refer to previous Incident Summaries, as necessary. 
 
LOCAL 
Stutsman County 
 Removal of the temporary levees continues in Jamestown by Guthmiller Earthmoving of 

Medina. The contractor is making good progress with the removal of sandbags, clay, rock, 
Hesco Bastions and Rapid Deployable Flood Wall units; completion is still scheduled for 
August 7.  
 

STATE 
N.D. Department of Emergency Services (NDDES) 
 Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) applications have been emailed to entities that 

submitted Notices of Intent (NOIs). Applications were sent to those jurisdictions that have 
potentially eligible project considerations. HMGP applications are due back to NDDES by 
November 13, 2009.  

N.D. Department of Human Services (NDDHS) 
 South Central Human Service Center in Jamestown returned to its pre-flood location at 520 

3rd St. NW, on the banks of the James River. The center was temporarily closed July 23-24 
during the move.  Full services resumed on July 27. 
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FEDERAL 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
 Fewer than two weeks remain for homeowners, renters and business owners who suffered 

damages from spring and summer severe weather and flooding to apply for disaster 
assistance. The registration deadline is August 10. To register call 1-800-621-FEMA 
(3362) or TTY 800-462-7585. Lines are open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. CDT and 
6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. MDT. People can also register online anytime at 
www.DisasterAssistance.gov.  – July 23 

 Officials reported $1.63 million in federal disaster aid has been made available to the State 
of North Dakota to reimburse Valley City for the cost of removing contingency backup clay 
levees placed at 33 sites during the Sheyenne River flood of 2009. – July 28 

 FEMA’s National Advisory Council (NAC) will hold a public meeting July 29-30, 2009, at the 
Alerus Center in Grand Forks, N.D.  Members will review the progress and potential 
recommendations of NAC subcommittees and working group. The council will also 
participate in panel discussions regarding recovery issues.  The July 30 meeting will have a 
public comment session between 1:00 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. Participants should be present 
and seated no later than 10:15 a.m.  More information is available at the following website:   
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-14932.pdf 

 The Dickinson Disaster Recovery Center transitioned into a Small Business Administration 
Disaster Loan Outreach Center on Monday, July 27 and will remain at the Prairie Hills Mall, 
1681 Third Avenue West, Dickinson. Hours of operation are 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. MDT, 
Monday through Friday, until further notice. Staff will be available to help homeowners, 
renters and business owners complete low-interest disaster loan applications. A FEMA 
specialist will answer questions about state and federal disaster assistance. SBA disaster 
help and information is also available by calling SBA’s Customer Service Center at 1-800- 
659-2955, emailing disastercustomerservice@sba.gov, or visiting SBA’s Web site at 
www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance. Hearing-impaired individuals may call 1-800-877-
8339. Residents and business owners may apply online using the Electronic Loan 
Application via SBA’s secure Web site at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. 

 
 FEMA Cumulative Individual Assistance Registrations: 7,109– July 28 
o Small Business Administration (SBA) Approvals: 371 
o Disaster Unemployment Assistance Claims received: 1,722 
o Eligible Requests for Public Assistance: 365 
o Obligated Project Worksheets: 193 

 Dollar Amounts Approved:  - July 28 
o Individual and Household Program: $7,367,088 
o Disaster Unemployment Assistance: $873,963 
o SBA Applications: $12,455,300  
o Public Assistance Obligated: $13,112,973 

 Floodplain Management and Insurance: 
o Insurance Claims: 1,355 totaling $13,000,000  
o Total flood insurance policies in effect in-state: 13,360 
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VOLUNTARY AGENCIES 
Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) 
 The World Church Service is inviting pastors, lay leaders, and persons involved in flood 

recovery efforts to a dinner and after dinner forum in the city of Linton on Tuesday, July 28, 
at 5:30 p.m. Contact Val Reinhiller at vreinhiller@msn.com or at 701-222-3236. . 

 The Northern Plains Conference UCC Disaster Ministry is hosting a special gathering on 
Friday, July 31 from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CDT at the Congregational United Church of 
Valley City for clergy, lay leaders, and others involved in recovery efforts.  Participants are 
instructed to bring a brown bag lunch.  Contact Lindy Holt at uccdisaster@polarcom.com or 
at 701-788-3755 to register.  

 The Church World Service has scheduled two Emotional and Spiritual Care Workshops. 
These workshops will give pastors, long term recovery committee members, community 
caregivers and mental health workers additional tools to meet the needs of their friends and 
neighbors who are still coping with flooding and its emotional and spiritual aftermath. The 
workshops will be held at the following locations, dates and times: 
o July 30, 2009, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CDT at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 1000 

5th Ave. NE, Jamestown, ND. 
o August 4, 2009, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Olivet Lutheran Church, 1330 South 

University, Fargo, ND.  
o To register or for additional information contact Lindy Holt at 

uccdisaster@polarcom.com or 701-788-3755.  
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