
  

2020 State Board of Equalization 

 
August 11, 2020 

File No.:  2020-CAVALIER-VALENTINE    

County or City: Cavalier County          

Appellant: Tom Valentine 

Issue:  Contends acreage calculations in Cavalier County. 

 
Summary:   Contends acreage calculations for taxation as prepared by the Cavalier County Tax Director.
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WHAT IS CAUSING THE PROBLEM

INACCURATE ACRES

SIDWEL CACULATION ACRES DO NOT MATCH COUNTYACRES
COLUMN (BE)AND COLUMN (BI)

SIDWEL VALUE IS ROUNDED TO NEAREST $100 EVEN IF ACRES DO

NOT MATCH
COLUMN ( BG ) AND COLUMN (BK)

INACCURATE ACRES BEING USED WHEN GOVERNMENT LOTS OR

FRACTIONAL 40 ‘S INVOLED

EXEMPTED ACRES ARE NOT BEING EXEMPTED BY SIDWEL

VANGUARD AND SIDWEL TAXING THE SAME ACRES

VANGUARD NOT TAXING LOCATION CORRECTLY

THANK YOU

I CAN BE CONTACTEDWITHANY QUESTION AT

tmvalentine7@yahoo.com

Phone 701-283-5284

PO BOX 44

LANGDON ND

58249



THIS PROBLEM HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR THE PAST 3 YEARS, IN 2018 ACCORDING TO STATE

EQUALIZATION, EVERYTHING WAS GOOD AT THE COUNTY LEVEL. HOWEVER THERE WAS

ABOUT 30 ABATEMENT FOR 2018 APPROVED IN 2019.

IN 2019 THE CORRECTION WERE MADE AT COUNTY EQUALIZATION ON FSTL AND VANGUARD

ACRES BEING TAXED AND ALSO BEING TAXED AS REGULAR ACRES, BY SIDWEL. MANY

OTHER PARCELS HAD INCORRECT ACRES, BUT NOTHING WAS DONE AT THE COUNTY OR

STATE EQUALIZATION

ALSO IN 2019 I WAS WROTE UP BY LINDA LEADBETER, AND GIVEN THE CHOICE TO RESIGN OR

HAVE PROCEEDING STARTED TO TERMINATE MY ASSESSOR CERTIFICATION, I TURNED IT

OVER TO AN ATTORNEY, AND IT SEEMS LIKE IT HAS BEEN SWEPT UNDER THE RUG

THERE WAS ALSO A REPORT THAT WAS SUPPOSE TO BE TURNED INTO THE STATE BOARD OF

EQUALIZATION BY FEB 1 2020 ON WHAT WAS BEING DONE TO MAKE SURE THE ACREAGES

WERE CORRECT. I HAVE ASKED THE TAX DIRECTOR AND THE STATE TAX OFFICE FOR THIS

REPORT BUT HAVE NOT RECEIVED IT YET

IN 2020 WHEN THE ASSESSOR BOOK CAME OUT FOR FREMONT TOWNSHIP THE CORRECTIONS

MADE IN 2019 HAD NOT BEEN MADE IN THE 2020 BOOK. ACREAGES AND DOUBLE TAXING

WAS BROUGHT UP BUT IT WAS VERY HARD TO TELL WHAT WAS GOING ON AT THE COUNTY

EQUALIZATION MEETING THIS YEAR
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A PARCEL # LOCATION SECTION

C DEED #  (NOTCOMPLETE)

E STATE WATER COMMISSION ACRES ( ORIGINAL STATE SURREY )

G ACRES FROM 1980’ S MIDLAND ATLAS

I ACRES FROM CAVALIER COUNTY PLAT BOOK 2019

K-AA SIDWEL LAND USE CLASSIFICATION ACRES

AC FSTL ACRES

AE VANGUARD ACRES

AG TOTAL LAND USE ACRES

Al SIDWEL AG LAND ACRES

AK  SIDWEL SOIL ACRES

AM ASSESSOR BOOK ACRES
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AO PARCEL# LOCATION SECTION

AQ DEED # (NOT COMPLETE )

AS SWC ACRES

AU-BC | EXEMPT ACRES

BE&BG ASSESSOR BOOK INFO

BI&BK SIDWELL CALCULATION INFO

BM ACRES BEING DOUBLE TAXED

BO ACRES NOT BEING TAXED

BQ- BU VANGUARD INFO
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Governor and State Board of Equalization 
 
In response to the letter of  5 Aug 2020 from the Cavalier County Tax Director 
 
It is my feeling that the FSTL acres are not the problem, let the Forest Service correct them as they 
do their reviews when they come up for renewal. 
 
The biggest problem is the inaccurate Acres that are being calculated  in some parcels between 
the County and Sidwel.  This problem exists primarily along the Canadian Line in some sections, 
25 - 26 - 27  164-57 have in excess of 190 acres per Quarter and by the time it gets to sections 29 
- 30 164-57  it is down to 160 acres per Quarter.  It stays down at 160 acres in sections 25 - 26  
164 58 and then goes back up to 175 acres per Quarter in sections 27 - 28 - 29  164 58. 
 
This problem exist mostly in Gov Lots, as the DEED will say Gov Lot # but not give acreage, and 
it seems hard to find a consistence source to get acres.  I have been using the original surrey that 
is on file with the State Water Commission for my acreages. 
 
The problem also exist with Sidwel and Vanguard taxing the same Acres   EXAMPLE 
 
PARCEL # 11170003  10 ACRE PARCEL BEING TAXED UNDER SIDWEL FOR 8 ACRES 
AND VANGUARD FOR 10 ACRES   
 
With the Acres being taxed as regular ag land and also as FSTL Acres and the double tax with 
Sidwel and Vanguard it brings the total Acres of DOUBLE taxed Acres  close to 1200 acres. 
 
There is also the case of about 170 Acres that are not being taxed    EXAMPLE 
 
PARCEL # DEED # DESCRIPTION PLAT BOOK   VALUE   SIDWEL ,VALUE 
11145000 242090 W 2  NE 4  80      $68300   79.4  $68298 
11147000 242090 SE 4  NW 4  40      $41700   32.5  $41692 
11148000 242090 SW 4 NW 4  40      $48000   40  $48039  
11148001 242090 NW 4 SW 4  40      $42100   40  $42108 
11149000 242090 NE 4  SW 4  40      $48900   37.6  $48881 
       240 ACRES   229.5 ACRES 
 
WHO IS PAYING THE TAXES ON THE MISSING 10.5 ACRES     ANSWER 
 
NO  BODY AS YOU CAN SEE THE VALUE FOR THE COUNTY IS THE 
ROUNDED OFF SIDWEL VALUE 
It is my feeling that if you do not have the correct numbers from the start, with the 
facts that back them up, all you have is a number that means nothing.  
 



 
 

 
 

Farm Residents Exemption requires papers filled out from Income Tax records to be  
exempted however cropland and noncropland is a guessing game,  why not use FSA 
Maps to verify what is cropland and non cropland. 
 
According to Century Code  Ag Land is to be valued by PI and soil type and not by a 
number  picked out of the air 
 Farmstead   $1000/ A Regardless if PI value is  $1300/A or $500/A 
 Trees   $200/ A Regardless if PI value is  $300/A or  $40/A 
 Undrained  Cropland Less than $20/A even if it is farmed with the rest of field 
 Permanent Pasture  all grassland is not Permanent Pasture some is hayland 
 
It would be nice to have a description of what is needed to be in a category  
 
A percentage  modifier would be more equal and have them be applied for, not just 
handed out  
 
 
Thank you 
 
Tom Valentine 
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