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AL  

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/al_ehb_4_p

lan_compari

son_062512

_v6.pdf)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/al_ehb_4_plan_

comparison_062

512_v6.pdf)

X

(http://www.sta

tereforum.org

/discussions

/essential-

health-

benefits#comm

ent-9393)

  

AR

X

(http://www.

insurance.a

rkansas.gov

/Legal%20D

ataservices

/NOH/NOH-

PropRule10

3.pdf)

X

(http://www.

arkleg.state

.ar.us

/healthcare

/Insurance

/Documents

/EHB%20iss

ue%20brief

%20for%20a

rkansas%20

may%2029%

20revision.d

ocx)

X

(http://www.arkl

eg.state.ar.us

/healthcare

/Insurance

/Documents

/EHB%20issue%

20brief%20for%

20arkansas%20

may%2029%20re

vision.docx)

  

EHB Benchmark Plan: Any of the

state's three small group plans

(preliminary recommendation)

AZ  

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/ehb_report

_v8_june_1

2.pdf)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/ehb_report_v8_

june_12.pdf)

X

(http://www.sur

veymonkey.co

m/s/ZP5QDNL)

  

CA

X

(http://www.

insurance.c

a.gov/0100-

consumers

/0020-

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/ehbbenefitcom

X

(http://www.sta

tereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/ehbhearingtran

X

(http://www.legi

nfo.ca.gov

/pub/11-12

/bill/sen

/sb_0951-1000

EHB Benchmark Plan: Kaiser small

group HMO plan

(http://www.insurance.ca.gov/0100-

consumers/0020-health-related/upload

/KaiserSmallGroupHMO.pdf)
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health-

related

/ehbh.cfm)

/ehbbenefitc

omparison2

0120621.pdf

)

parison20120621

.pdf)
script.pdf)

/sb_951_bill_201

20416_amended

_sen_v97.html)
1

(Legislation)

CO

X

(http://www.

getcovered

co.org

/News-

Events

/Blog/May-

2012/Next-

Steps-

for-Essentia

l-Health-

Benefits) 2

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/ehb-compa

rison-chart-

6-26-12-

carrier-

approved-

no-cost-

sharing.pdf)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/ehb-compariso

n-chart-6-26-12-

carrier-

approved-

no-cost-

sharing.pdf)

X

(http://www.get

coveredco.org

/Resources

/Essential-

Health-

Benefits)

  

CT

X

(http://www.

ct.gov

/hix/cwp

/view.asp?a

=4299&

Q=506202)

X

(http://www.

cga.ct.gov

/2012/rpt

/2012-

R-0022.htm)

X

(http://www.cga.

ct.gov/2012/rpt

/2012-

R-0022.htm)

   

DC

X

(http://app.c

alendar.rrc.

dc.gov

/eventDetail

.aspx?event

Id=16064&

eo=29385&

thisDate=7.

9.2012&

cdlCalendar

s=111)

  

X

(http://app.cale

ndar.rrc.dc.gov

/monthView.asp

x?thisDate=8

/19/2012&

cdlCalendars=1

11)

  

DE

X

(http://dhss.

delaware.go

v/dhcc/)

X

(http://dhss.

delaware.go

v/dhss/dhcc

/files

/ehbstakeho

lderpacket0

61512.pdf)

X

(http://dhss.dela

ware.gov

/dhcc/files

/benchmarkplan

comparison0615

12.pdf)

X

(http://dhss.del

aware.gov

/dhcc/files

/ehbpressrelea

se061512.pdf)

  

HI

X

(http://www.

hawaiihealt

hconnector.

com

/Home_Pag

e.html)

     

IA

X

(http://www.

idph.state.ia

.us

/hcr_commi

ttees
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/common

/pdf/hbe

/053012_slid

es.pdf)

IL

X

(http://insur

ance.illinois

.gov/hiric

/consumer-

protection.a

sp)

     

KS

X

(http://www.

ksinsurance

.org

/hbexplan

/index.php?

pgid=7)

  

X

(http://www.sta

tereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/public_hearing

_09-05-2012.pdf

)

(Upcoming public

meeting on 9/5)

  

KY

X

(http://insur

ance.ky.gov

/static_info.

aspx?static

_id=140&

Div_id=17)

 

X

(http://insuranc

e.ky.gov

/static_info.aspx

?static_id=140&

Div_id=17)

X

(http://insuranc

e.ky.gov

/static_info.asp

x?static_id=140

&Div_id=17)

 

State will recommend its choice of

EHBs to the Secretary of the HHS prior

to September 30, 2012.

MA X X X X   

MD

X

(http://dhm

h.maryland.

gov

/exchange

/pdf/EHB%2

0Benchmar

k%20Selecti

on%20Prop

osed%20Wo

rkplan%20a

nd%20Timel

ine_may820

12.pdf)

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files/copy-

of-md-

ehb-exhibits

-

benchmark-

options-

comparison

-of-state-

mandates-

7.10.12-

draft.pdf)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files/copy-

of-md-

ehb-exhibits-

benchmark-

options-

comparison-

of-benefits-

7.10.12-

draft.pdf) 3

X

(http://www.hea

lthreform.maryl

and.gov

/2012/07/draft-

analysis-

of-essential-

health-benefits-

benchmark-

options/)

  

ME  

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/essential_h

ealth_benefi

ts_comparis

on2_2.xls)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/essential_healt

h_benefits_com

parison2_2.xls)

   

MI

X

(http://www.

michigan.go
X X4

X

(http://www.mic

higan.gov
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v

/lara/0,4601,

7-154-35299

_10555-2787

83--,00.html

)

/lara/0,4601,7-1

54-35299_10555

-279006--,00.ht

ml)

MN

X

(http://mn.g

ov/health-

reform

/images

/Task-

Force-

2012-03-01-

Feedback-

and-Recom

mendations

-

on-EHB.pdf)

X

(http://mn.g

ov/health-

reform

/images

/Task-

Force-

2012-02-06-

EHB-State-

Mandates.p

df)

X (http://mn.gov

/health-reform

/images

/WG-Access-

2012-02-09-

Essential-

Benefit-

Set-Default.pdf)

   

MS

X

(http://www.

mid.state.m

s.us/pages

/health_care

_reform.asp

x)

 

X

(http://www.mid.

state.ms.us

/pdf/FinalRecom

ExchAdvBoardB

enefits.pdf)

   

NC

X

(http://www.

ncdoi.com

/lh/LH_Healt

h_Care_Ref

orm.aspx)

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org

/shinecomm

ents

/view_docu

ment_link

/10182?ref=

http%3A

//www.ncdoi

.com

/lh/Docume

nts

/HealthCare

Reform

/Analysis%2

520of%2520

Benchmark

%2520Plan

%2520Optio

ns%2520Stu

dy%2520Re

port.pdf%20

)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/shinecomments

/view_document

_link

/10182?ref=http

%3A

//www.ncdoi.co

m/lh/Documents

/HealthCareRefo

rm

/Analysis%2520

of%2520Benchm

ark%2520Plan%

2520Options%2

520Study%2520

Report.pdf%20)

   

NE

X

(http://www.

doi.ne.gov

/healthcarer

eform

/exchange

/EHB_letter.

pdf)

 

X

(http://www.doi.

ne.gov

/healthcarerefor

m/exchange

/EHB_letter.pdf)

X

(http://www.sta

tereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/ehb_presentati

on_final.pdf)
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NH

X

(http://www.

gencourt.st

ate.nh.us

/legislation

/2012/HB06

27.html) 5

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/nh_mand_b

enefits_pre

s.pdf)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/nh_mand_benef

its_pres.pdf)

   

NM

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/nm_hsd_eh

b_primer_v

2.pdf)

     

NV

X

(http://exch

ange.nv.gov

/uploadedFil

es

/exchangen

vgov

/Content

/About

/Board%20A

pproved%20

Recommend

ations%202

012%2007%

2005.pdf)

X X

X

(http://exchang

e.nv.gov

/Meetings

/Plan_Certificati

on___Managem

ent/)

(Upcoming public

meetings on 8/29

and 9/13)

 

EHB Benchmark Plan: Small

Employer HMO Plan

(http://www.statereforum.org/sites

/default/files

/04_essentialhealthbenefits-pcm.pdf)

(preliminary recommendation, analysis

is ongoing)

NY X

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/2012-08-02

_milliman_e

xhibit1_app

_a.pdf)

(Draft)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/2012-08-02_milli

man_exhibit1_a

pp_a.pdf)

(Draft)

X

(http://www.hea

lthcarereform.n

y.gov/)

  

OR

X

(http://cms.

oregon.ego

v.com

/oha/OHPR

/pages

/ehb/index.a

spx)

X X6

X

(http://www.ore

gon.gov

/oha/OHPR

/EHB/docs

/EHB_Request_

for_PC_7-6-12.

pdf)

 

EHB Benchmark Plan: PacificSource

Preferred CoDeduct small group plan

(http://www.statereforum.org/sites

/default/files/ehb_illustration.pdf)

(preliminary recommendation)

 

Pediatric Dental Supplemental Plan:

HealthyKids Plan

(http://www.oregon.gov/oha/OHPR

/EHB/docs/FinalRecLetter.pdf)

 (preliminary recommendation)

 

Vision Supplemental Plan: FEDVIP -

BlueVision High Plan

(http://www.statereforum.org/sites
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/default/files/ehb_illustration.pdf)

(preliminary recommendation)

RI

X

(http://www.

healthcare.r

i.gov

/documents

/EHB%20Wo

rk%20Grou

p%20Presen

tation%205_

11_12.pdf)

X

(http://www.

healthcare.r

i.gov

/documents

/Essential%

20Health%2

0Benefits%

20Report%2

0to%20OHI

C_rfs.pdf)

X

(http://www.heal

thcare.ri.gov

/documents

/EHB%20work%

20group_3_benc

hmark%20analy

sis%20(1).pdf)

X

(http://www.hea

lthcare.ri.gov

/commission

/workgroups

/ehb_comment.

php)

 

EHB Benchmark Plan: United Health

Care - Choice Plus

(http://www.statereforum.org/sites

/default/files/ehb_071612.pdf)

(preliminary recommendation)

 

Pediatric Dental Supplemental

Plan: FEDVIP MetLife

(http://www.statereforum.org/sites

/default/files/ehb_071612.pdf)

(preliminary recommendation)

TN

X

(http://www.

tn.gov

/nationalhea

lthreform

/forms

/stakeholde

rupdate1105

12.pdf)

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/tnehbcomp

arisonsurve

y.pdf)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/tnehbcomparis

onsurvey.pdf)

X

(http://www.sta

tereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/ehb-august201

2-

comments.pdf)

  

TX

X

(http://www.

senate.state

.tx.us

/75r/senate

/commit

/c570/pdf

/0801_TDI_T

estimony_E

HB_Summar

y.pdf)

  

X

(http://www.tdi.

texas.gov/alert

/event

/2012/event201

2198.html)

(Upcoming public

meeting on 8/28)

  

UT

X

(http://le.ut

ah.gov

/asp/interim

/Commit.as

p?Year=201

2&

Com=TSKH

SR)

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/ut_ehb_be

nchmark_co

mparison_m

atrix.pdf)

(Draft)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/ut_ehb_benchm

ark_comparison

_matrix.pdf)

(Draft)

X

(http://www.sta

tereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/summary_of_p

ublic_comment

s.pdf)

 

EHB Benchmark Plan: Utah Basic

Plus State Employee Plan

(http://www.statereforum.org/sites

/default/files

/essential_health_benefits_recommen

dation_-_letter_-_8-16-12.pdf)

 (preliminary recommendation by

legislature)

VA X X X

X

(http://www.hhr

.virginia.gov

/Initiatives

/HealthReform

/MeetingResour

ces

/EssentialHealt

hBenefitPublic

Comment.pdf)

 

EHB Benchmark Plan: Anthem Small

Group PPO 

(http://www.hhr.virginia.gov/Initiatives

/HealthReform/MeetingResources

/EssentialHealthBenefitSubcommittee

Recommendations.pdf) (preliminary

recommendation)

 

Pediatric Dental Supplemental Plan:

CHIP dental benefit plan (Smiles for

Children) (http://www.hhr.virginia.gov

/Initiatives/HealthReform

/MeetingResources

/EssentialHealthBenefitSubcommittee
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Recommendations.pdf)  (preliminary

recommendation)

 

Habilative Services Plan: TBD

VT

X

(http://www.

leg.state.vt.

us

/docs/2012

/bills/House

/H-559.pdf)

X

(http://hcr.v

ermont.gov

/sites

/hcr/files

/Exchange%

20benefits%

20report%2

0Feb%2020

12%20FINAL

.pdf)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/discussions

/essential-

health-

benefits#comme

nt-9925)

X

(http://hcr.verm

ont.gov

/public_engage

ment/benefits)

 

EHB Benchmark Plan: Blue Cross

Blue Shield Vermont

(http://dvha.vermont.gov/advisory-

boards/ehb-one-page-review.pdf)

 (preliminary recommendation)

 

Pediatric Dental Supplemental

Plan: CHIP dental benefit plan

(http://dvha.vermont.gov/advisory-

boards/ehb-one-page-review.pdf)

 (preliminary recommendation)

 

Habilative Services Plan: State

preliminarily recommends same

coverage as rehabilative services

(http://dvha.vermont.gov/advisory-

boards/ehb-one-page-review.pdf)

WA  

X

(http://www.

statereforu

m.org/sites

/default

/files

/essential_b

enefits_milli

man_analys

is.pdf)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files

/essential_benef

its_milliman_ana

lysis.pdf)

X

(http://www.ins

urance.wa.gov

/laws_regs

/rules_pending.

shtml)

(Comment period

open until 9/18)

X

(http://www.stat

ereforum.org

/sites/default

/files/2319-

s2.pl_.pdf)

(Legislation)

EHB Benchmark Plan: Regence

Innova Small Employer Plan

(http://wainsurance.blogspot.com

/2012/07/rule-making-starts-

for-essential-health.html)

About this chart
The ACA requires that health insurance plans sold to individuals and small businesses provide a minimum package of services in 10 categories
called “essential health benefits.” HHS has decided to allow each state to choose from a set of plans to serve as the benchmark plan for their
state. As we highlighted (http://www.statereforum.org/blog/states-react-essential-health-benefits-bulletin) in a recent blog post, states are
required to establish benchmark plans based on one of four options outlined in a bulletin (http://cciio.cms.gov/resources/files/Files2/12162011

/essential_health_benefits_bulletin.pdf) on essential health benefits. A recent FAQ (http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/ehb-faq-

508_0.pdf) document clarified many of the questions that states had on the bulletin. States will need to select a benchmark plan by the fourth
quarter of 2012, but many began analyzing options earlier this year.

This chart highlights activity around selecting benchmark plans that states have shared publicly or on State Refor(u)m. If your state is working
on benchmark plan selection, tell us here (http://www.statereforum.org/discussions/essential-health-benefits) and we'll be sure its noted in the
chart.

Notes
1SB 951 passed both the state Senate and Assembly. SB 951 requires a plan to cover pediatric oral services at par with the largest federal plan
by enrollment, the federal Blue Cross and Blue Shield Standard Option Service Benefit Plan.  This bill also requires habilitative services to be
covered at parity with rehabilitative services.
2Colorado issued a FAQ document (http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/ehb-faqs-7-6-12.docx) which answers many questions the
state has received from stakeholders about its EHB selection process.
3Maryland contracted with Wakely Consulting to produce an analysis (http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files/md-ehb-premium-

impact-of-benchmark-options-hcrcc-meeting-draft1.pdf) of the potential impact that each benchmark plan option might have on premiums.
4Michigan's Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs also developed a comparison chart (http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default

/files/ehb_comparison_dental_and_vision_393337_7.pdf) for dental and vision benefits.
5HB 0627 would establish designate the state legislature's Joint Health Care Reform and Oversight Committee to select a benchmark plan. The
bill is currently in conference committee.
6Oregon's EHB workgroup also developed decision-making criteria (http://www.statereforum.org/sites/default/files
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follow us on: 

(http://www.nashp.org)

(http://www.rwjf.org)

Support for this project was provided by a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation

/or_ehb_decision_making_criteria.pdf)  to help assess benchmark plan options.

Produced by Chris Cantrell (http://www.statereforum.org/user/chriscantrell) , National Academy for State Health Policy
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