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In the vast and expansive landscapes of North Dakota, agriculture is not just a way of 
life; it's a cornerstone of the state's economy. Farmers in North Dakota face unique 
challenges, particularly when it comes to transporting agricultural goods across long 
distances. To ensure the safety of both drivers and the public, the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA) has established regulations, including Part 393, which 
governs the proper equipment and maintenance of commercial motor vehicles. North 
Dakota law mandates all commercial motor vehicles, including farm vehicles and 
trailers, comply with FMCSA Part 393.  This article explores the significance of FMCSA 
Part 393 for North Dakota farmers and ranchers and demonstrates that compliance 
ensures the safe and efficient transportation of agricultural products. 

FMCSA Part 393 outlines specific requirements for the design, construction, and 
maintenance of commercial motor vehicles. The regulation covers a wide range of 
components critical to the safety and functionality of these vehicles. Key areas 
addressed by Part 393 include: 

1. Lighting Devices and Reflectors: Part 393 sets standards for lighting devices and 
reflectors on commercial vehicles to enhance visibility and safety, especially during low-
light conditions or inclement weather. Properly functioning lights and reflectors are 
crucial for navigating the expansive roadways of North Dakota, where weather 
conditions can change rapidly. 

2. Brake Systems: Ensuring the reliability of a vehicle's braking system is paramount 
for the safety of the driver and others roadway users. Part 393 mandates regular 
inspections and maintenance of brakes, which contributes to the prevention of accidents 
and the protection of valuable cargo. 

3. Tires: North Dakota's varied terrain demands robust and well-maintained tires on 
agricultural vehicles. Part 393 establishes guidelines for tire condition, load ratings, and 
proper inflation to minimize the risk of blowouts or other tire-related incidents. 

4. Cargo Securement: Agricultural products often vary in size and shape, making 
proper cargo securement a critical aspect of transportation safety. Part 393 provides 
specifications for securing loads, ensuring that they remain stable and do not pose a 
hazard to the driver or other roadway users. 

Why Part 393 is Applicable to North Dakota Farmers: 

1. Safety First: The vast rural landscapes of North Dakota require farmers to transport 
agricultural products over long distances. Adhering to FMCSA Part 393 ensures that 



vehicles are equipped and maintained to the highest safety standards, reducing the risk 
of crashes on the road. 

2. Compliance with Federal Regulations: North Dakota farmers engaged in interstate 
and intrastate commerce must comply with FMCSA Part 393 regulations to operate 
legally. FMCSA Part 393 provides a comprehensive framework that, when followed, 
ensures compliance with safety standards mandated by the federal government. 

3. Protecting Valuable Cargo: Agricultural products are a precious commodity, and 
ensuring their safe transportation is crucial for the economic well-being of North Dakota 
farmers. Part 393 safeguards both the cargo and the vehicles that transport them, 
minimizing the likelihood of damage or loss during transit. 

For North Dakota farmers, compliance with FMCSA Part 393 is not just a regulatory 
obligation; it's a commitment to safety, efficiency, and the well-being of the agricultural 
industry. By understanding and adhering to these regulations, farmers contribute to 
safer roads, protect their valuable cargo, and uphold the high standards necessary for 
the continued success of North Dakota's agricultural endeavors. 

Click here for more information about FMCSA Part 393.. 

The mission of the North Dakota Highway Patrol is to make a difference every day by 
providing high-quality law enforcement services to keep North Dakota safe and secure. 
NDHP invites you to visit the FAQ section of the website: www.nd.gov/ndhp; like our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/northdakotahighwaypatrol; or join us on X 
@NDHighwayPatrol or Instagram, www.instagram.com/ndhighwaypatrol, to learn 
more about traffic safety, get tips, and read NDHP news.   

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-393?toc=1

