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Mercer County Sheriff’s Deputy Dies During Pursuit

NARRATIVE: On 12/6/23 the Bismarck Police Department received the report of a stolen 
vehicle from Bismarck. The stolen vehicle was a 2017 Black Chevy Tahoe and was being driven 
by Ian Cramer of Bismarck.  

The Mercer County Sheriff’s Office located Cramer and the 2017 Black Chevy Tahoe in Hazen. 
When law enforcement approached Cramer, he fled in the vehicle and a pursuit ensued. 
During the pursuit, the vehicle Cramer was driving veered and crashed head-on into an 
unoccupied Mercer County Sheriff’s Office patrol vehicle that was parked on a roadside 
approach. The Sheriff’s Office vehicle was displaying its emergency lights at the time.  

A Mercer County Deputy was standing outside and behind the patrol vehicle when it was 
struck. The impact of the crash pushed the patrol vehicle into the deputy, killing him. At the 
time the deputy was preparing to deploy a tire deflation device in attempt to end the pursuit. 
Cramer was taken into custody, transported to the Sakakawea Medical Center in Hazen, and 
then taken to the Mercer County Jail in Stanton. 

This crash remains under investigation by the North Dakota Highway Patrol and charges are 
pending. 
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For More Information Contact: 
Lt. Dan Haugen 
(701) 934-2590
dhaugen@nd.gov
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