STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
600 E BOULEVARD AVE, DEPT 602
BISMARCK. ND 58505-0020

DouG GOEHRING
COMMISSIONER

November 5, 2012

Kanwal Kochlar National Manager
Grains and Oilseeds Section

Field Crop Division

Plant Health and Biosecurity Directorate
59 Camelot Drive

Ottawa, ON K1A 0Y9

Dear Dr. Kochhar:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)
draft directive on phytosanitary import requirements for grain, D-12-05. I am concerned as
agriculture commissioner of North Dakota that these new regulations will be financially
burdensome to the farmers and exporters I represent along with the government agencies that
issue the phytosanitary certificates.

Protection of our agriculture industry from invasive species is important to both Canada and the
United States and is also a top concern for my department. With that being said, I hope the
direction of CFIA’s new requirements does not become a non-tariff trade barrier that limits
North Dakota’s market access and could increase the price and delay on-time delivery of the
commodities to Canadian processors and consumers.

Last year alone, North Dakota exported to its neighbor Canada over $150 million worth of
commodities that would be regulated under this directive. A good number of the commodities we
ship to Canada are processed, adding value to the product, and exported back to the United States
in other forms, for example Canola oil. This directive could cause economic hardship to those
Canadian companies.

With the proposed requirements on regulated weed seed, I think it is important to note that two
of the weeds, Cuscuta spp., (dodder) and Orobanche spp. (broomrape), are already found in
Canada and the other two weeds, Erichloa villosa, (wooly cup grass) and Striga spp.,
(witchweed) are not found in North Dakota. I do applaud CFIA for recognizing the United States
as free of Trogoderma granarium, (khapra beetle).

The directive’s proposed use of an import permit and compliance agreement for the end use of
processing is the right direction. I am concerned that phytosanitary certificates will be required
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for the end uses of direct consumption by humans or animals, and may still be required with the
end use of processing based on Table 2 of the directive.

The necessary phytosanitary certificates will cost an exporter several hundreds of dollars per
shipment (railcar, semi-truck, etc.) of grain and it would be delayed days to weeks because of the
required testing. The exporter would need to arrange for testing and payment of fees from the
Federal Grain Inspection Service for the absence of live insects, the North Dakota State Seed
Department for the regulated weed seeds, and my department for the phytosanitary certificate. If
these certificates are required, it will ultimately limit or stop farmers from directly shipping these
commodities from the field or their bins to Canada. Exporters will also look for other markets
because of the increased financial burden.

In addition to the encumbrance placed on exporters, the regulations will drastically increase the
workload of those agencies issuing the phytosanitary certificates and those agencies that
officially inspect the shipments for live insects, and test for the weed seeds. Our department
issues approximately 2,500 phytosanitary certificates per year. We have calculated that the
number of certificates could potentially increase to over 27,400 based on available data if they
are required (table included on page three).

Thank you again for this opportunity to comment. I hope there is a solution to preventing the
spread of invasive species that is not overly burdensome to the agriculture community.

Sincerely,

Dou;oehring ;

Agriculture Commissioner
North Dakota

cc:
Commissioner Ken Bertsch, North Dakota State Seed Department
George Galasso, National Trade Director for Grain, PPQ, APHIS, USDA
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North Dakota Estimated
Commodities Phytosanitary
Certificates

Dry Beans 1,945
Dry Peas 513
Lentils 544
Chickpeas 295
Canola 14,545
Sunflower seeds 962
Soybean seed for planting 196
Comn 8,400
Total 27,400

Estimated phytosanitary certificates are based on data supplied by commodity organizations
with the assumption that each shipment requires a phytosanitary certificate and is shipped via
semi-truck. Data for some commodities such as soybeans was unavailable.



