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Surface Water

Surface water-definition

Spraying ditches-be aware of water

Labels specify in the Environmental 
Hazards section

**Clean Water Act allows citizen lawsuits 
also steep fines





PPE

Wear what label requires-for your safety

Enclosed cab counts as PPE-if windows 
open then need PPE on

Study of low exposure over long period 
of time and effects



Label Requirements

Label must be at application site and 
available upon request



This means 
you need a 

wind 
measuring 
device with 

you









ND Dept of Health Contacts

Dave Glatt
Chief, Environmental Health Section

701- 328-5150

Dennis Fewless
Director, Division of Water Quality

701-328-5210

http://www.ndhealth.gov/


• Commercial and Public Applicators must 
keep records of every application

• Right of Way need to record weather 
and location every 2 hours

• Records must be retained for 3 years

Recordkeeping

Requirements found in N.D.A.C. 60-03-01-07



Recordkeeping



Recordkeeping



Calibrating Sprayer

Make sure to calibrate to follow label

Remember to maintain speed after 
calibration to avoid off label use

Failure to do so can result in burn-
downs/damage and/or efficacy issues









Direct Supervision

General Use Products Only

Must be within immediate contact by 
phone

No further than 30 minutes from 
application site

Certified Applicator Responsible



Storage and Security

Storage area must be posted as a pesticide 
storage area
No open drain-must be covered or contained



Pesticide Storage
Pesticides must be secured in a 
manner to prevent children, 
unauthorized persons, or animals 
from gaining entry or access to them





Secure Transport





Disposal

Containers not triple rinsed-hazardous 
waste - find contractor to accept or landfill 
that will accept hazardous waste

Law requires that nonreturnable containers 
be triple rinse on day of use and follow 
disposal instructions per the label

Secondary use is prohibited (so long as that use 
does not endanger humans, animals, or the 
environment)



Pre-Harvest Interval

Read label to review the PHI and/or any 
grazing/haying restrictions

And if so…

Notify land owners of spraying
1. Run ad in county newspaper or closest 

paper at least twice for 2 consecutive 
weeks-preferably 3 times

2. Use two other media sources-Posters, 
flyers, website, radio, etc.



P R E S S   R E L E A S E 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Cass County Weed Control has begun spraying for noxious weeds in the 
county, state and township road right-of-ways.  Commercial applicators will be 
spraying the state, county and township road ditches.  The spraying operations 
will be conducted over the course of the summer and into the fall.

Landowners and livestock owners wishing to hay road ditches are advised that 
some of the herbicides used may have haying and grazing restrictions, 
requiring a certain amount of time after application before haying and grazing 
can be undertaken.  Operators are asked to contact the Weed Control Office to 
find out what if any restrictions are in place for the areas they wish to cut for 
hay.

The public is also advised to be watchful of equipment working on the road 
shoulders and road ditches.

For further information call Stan Wolf, Weed Control Officer at 701-298-2388 or 
email at wolfs@casscountynd.gov. 

mailto:wolfs@casscountynd.gov


Restricted Entry Interval

Purpose – minimize contact & exposure

If there is a likelihood of people entering a 
treated area, you must provide REI 
notification
i.e. oil Sites-open communication (may 
use posters or maintain presence until 
REI expires)



The Ag/Urban/Oil Interface



Pesticide Regulatory Priorities

Pesticide drift
Responding to drift complaints
Stressing the need to be responsible applicators
Probable revisions to our penalty matrix

Some misperceptions:
● “Drift happens”... Especially in ND
● It’s only a crop injury issue
● Some small amount of drift is OK as long as it’s      
not prohibited by the label 



In Addition to any Label Restrictions…
60-03-01-06. Pesticide mixing, loading, and 
application - Storage -Transportation - Disposal.

d. Applications shall not occur when the 
atmospheric conditions favor the off-target drift of 
pesticides or prevent the proper deposition of 
pesticides to the target area.

and

b. Pesticide applications shall be made in a 
manner that prevents off-target discharges of 
pesticides.



Photo credit: Airphoto-Jim War

http://www.airphotona.com/nextimg.asp?imageid=15204


Trends Affecting the 
Ag/Urban Interface

A decreased connection to agriculture
Fewer people employed by agriculture
More rural North Dakotans moving to urban areas
Absentee recreational landowners
More generations removed from the farm
Less patience and understanding



Trends Affecting the 
Ag/Urban Interface

Urban encroachment 
Competition for space
Competition for roads
More opportunities for ag/urban interaction
○ Drift
○ Smell
○ Noise



Trends Affecting the 
Ag/Urban Interface

An increasing number of people questioning 
conventional agriculture

Questions about food safety
Water quality
Nutrients in groundwater and surface water











Trends Affecting the 
Ag/Urban Interface

A litigious society 
A growing mindset that there are no accidents…. 
Somebody must be responsible
Creating regulation and policy through the courts
Ag groups spending more time playing defense 



The Reality

Increasing public concerns over how 
pesticides are used and regulated

Lawsuits

More use restrictions on labeling
Site-specific, chemical-specific, technology-
specific

More important than ever for users to read & 
comply with labeling





NDDA Pesticide Contacts

Jim Gray
- Pesticide Registration

Jessica Johnson
- Environmental Scientist

Blake Schaan
- Pesticide Enforcement

Jeremiah Lien
- Compliance Assistance

Main Desk: 701-328-2231
Toll-Free: 1-800-242-7535
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