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Medicine in North

Dakota Today
As of September 2014: 1696 active practicing 

physicians statewide

 15% increase since 2010 (1470)

 Average age of practicing physicians in ND: 49

 39% (663) of physicians are in primary care

 71% of primary care physicians practice in 

urban areas

 556 current ND active practicing physicians 

are UND SMHS graduates



Advocacy



NDMA Legislative Agenda

NDMA supports the following broad policy concepts as part 

of its 2015 legislative agenda:

 Support efforts to enhance North Dakota’s workforce 

climate for physicians and other health professionals

 Support additional state medical liability reforms and 

protect existing reforms

 Support the independent medical judgment of 

physicians in medical practice

 Support Medicaid payment increases for physicians and 

hospitals 

 Support Medicaid program and management reforms



NDMA agenda  (continued)

 Support public health initiatives

 Support ways to enhance patient decision making

 Support funding increases in the UND SMHS budget

 Support efforts to encourage strategies and plans for 

health information technology

 Support expanded coverage for uninsured and 

underinsured people, including children

 Support physician scope of practice and oppose 

inappropriate challenges to that scope of practice



2013 Legislative Session

 NDMA was a major supporter of the new medical school –

which was achieved in the legislative session – $122 million 

granted for the new building

 NDMA defeated the attempt to legalize bottle rockets

 NDMA defeated the attempt to remove tanning restrictions 

for minors

 NDMA is a major component in representing physicians in 

scope of practice issues

 NDMA opposed the inappropriate expansions of the workers 

compensation law

 NDMA was instrumental in defeating Senate Bills 2302 and 

2303 – two bills that would have eliminated IVF in the state



NDMA is an essential advocacy 

partner – In 2013:

 4% increase in Medicaid reimbursement

 Expansion of Medicaid

 Defeat the Board of Pharmacy’s attempt to license 

providers with a separate state-drug licensure program 

 Defeat the attempt to remove antineoplastics from the 

carve out from prior authorization in the Department of 

Human Services

 Supported the hospital loan and grant bills



New Medical School

 The 2013 Legislative assembly approved a new medical 

school building which is currently under construction

 The 122.45 million was granted in two parts – the first 

in a $60,450,000 from general funds and the second 

phase of the project authorized the State Board of 

Higher Education to obtain a loan of $62 million from 

the Bank of North Dakota

 The State Board of Higher Education is to seek funding 

from the 64th Legislative Assembly to repay any loan 

obtained for the second phase of the project



2015 Legislative Session

Upcoming Issues

 4% increase in Medicaid reimbursement

 UND Medical School – continue to support the 

Healthcare Workforce Initiative

 Continued funding of the new medical school

 Expansion of the RuralMed tuition program

 Prescription Drug Monitoring Program 

 All prescribers will be required to pass rules requiring 

utilization of the PDMP



2015 Issues – Behavioral Health

 Behavioral Health Initiatives

 Increase funding for substance abuse services through a 

voucher program

 Considerable funding for adult and youth substance abuse 

services

 Funding for highway patrol for mental health first aid 

training

 Develop uniform licensing and reciprocity standards

 Expansion of definition of qualified mental health 

professional to include marriage and family counselors



Behavioral health – cont.

 Proposed $6 million in funding for the purpose of 

establishing an adult and youth mental health 

assessment network

 Funding for a pilot project to develop planning protocols 

for discharge or release of individuals with behavioral 

health issues

 Funding for mental health training for teachers and 

child care providers



More 2015 issues

 Commitment Proceedings 

 Telemedicine

 WSI

 Tobacco Tax Increase

 Additional protections for health care providers in the 

assault laws

 Interstate Licensure Compact



Beyond the Capitol

 NDMA advocates on a federal level:

 Physician payment 

 Health Care Reform

 SGR

 Frontier Amendment

 Price Transparency

 Geographic discrepancy in Medicare payments
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