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Purpose of Review
·         Evaluate the parent's ability to maintain the child in their own home without additional community resources.
·         Evaluate the family's ability to maintain the child in their own home with additional community resources.  Determine specifically which community resources would be necessary and to what degree, i.e., homemaker service, home health care, respite care, day care, etc.  
·         Identify the needed medical resources in the community and the availability. 
·         Evaluate the educational needs and ability of local school district to meet the needs.
·         Evaluate the need for any other resources necessary to the successful placement of the child and the availability.
TEAM DISCUSSION AND PLACEMENT RECOMMENDATION
Is placement outside of the home necessary and appropriate?      If yes, does the child qualify for Boarding Care through the education program?   If yes, does the child qualify for Foster Care  services?
Out-of-Home Placement and Parental Responsibilities
In most situations the out of home placement into DD funded services will be a voluntary placement by the parents/legal decision maker.  Parents retain natural guardianship and responsibility for decisions and care regarding their child even though the child does not live in the family home on a full-time basis. 
The issues below must be discussed with the parents prior to the initial out of home placement and at least annually thereafter.  The parents agree to the following:
1.         The out-of-home placement in no manner permanently assigns or transfers any parental rights or responsibilities in the care and custody of the child.
2.         DDPM has permission to arrange for residential care for their child in a home that meets the standards for foster care or a licensed residential facility.
3.         To notify the DDPM and service provider of their intention to remove their child from the out-of-home placement and resume care and physical custody of the child.
4.         To keep their DDPM and service provider informed of their whereabouts and contact information.
5.         Determine whether the medical care and treatment for the child will be arranged for by the parents/legal decision maker or the provider of out of home placement.
6.         Parents/legal decision maker remain financially responsible for all medical expenses over and above those funded by Medicaid for their child, including Medicaid recipient liability or client share.
7.         Parents/legal decision maker will ensure that their child receives the benefits they are eligible for and have access to their personal allowance benefits for personal spending including, but not limited to, the purchase of appropriate clothing and incidentals or the parent/legal decision maker will arrange to purchase these needed items on behalf of their child.
8.         To contact the DDPM or service provider to request a service plan meeting to address any concerns they may have regarding the placement of their child.
9.         As the parent/legal decision maker, frequent and ongoing contact and visits with their child and provider are important so they are aware of the child's physical and emotional needs, progress, activities and supports. Parents/legal decision maker will make every effort to attend and participate in team meetings regarding their child.
Annual Review of Out of Home Placement
The child's out of home placement must be reviewed at least annually through age 18 by the members of the child's team.  This will typically occur at the child's annual service plan meeting.  The following items must be discussed and documented in the child's service plan,
1.         Is the out-of-home placement still necessary and appropriate?
2.         Can the child's needs be met in a less restrictive setting and if so, identify what services and supports would be needed to make the transition e.g., residential supports or family supports, home modifications, medical, school or day program or other resources etc., Describe any follow up action that will occur within the next year and who is responsible.
3.         Discuss family contact and involvement, education program and needs, and medical updates.
4.         Discuss any challenges, issues or concerns of the parents, service provider, or school.
5.         Review the Out-of-Home Parental Responsibilities.
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