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Baesler Gets Compensation for ND Testing Problems 
 

BISMARCK, N.D., Aug. 28, 2015 -- Superintendent of Public Instruction Kirsten Baesler said 

North Dakota will recover more than $316,000 as compensation for problems that some schools had 

earlier this year in administering new state assessments in mathematics and English. 

Baesler said Friday that the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium will forfeit $92,320 in 

membership fees that North Dakota was scheduled to pay for its 2014-15 academic year. The state’s 

fee for the current school year will be reduced by about 40 percent. 

North Dakota schools experienced technical challenges early in last spring’s testing period, prompting 

Baesler to express disappointment in the system’s initial performance and demand that the challenges 

be addressed immediately. 

The mathematics and English assessments were administered to North Dakota students in grades 

three through eight and in grade 11.  

Baesler said Friday the participation rate for the assessments is expected to reach above the goal of 95 

percent, and be comparable to the participation rate during the 2013-14 school year. 

Baesler has also required Smarter Balanced to take additional steps to ensure the original problems 

are remedied, and that North Dakota students and their parents will have accurate assessment results. 

These steps are: 

 Provide additional financial support to North Dakota’s assessment contractor, Measured 

Progress, to fully support the software platform. 

 Conduct an independent validity study of the 2014-2015 assessment to determine the impact 

and effects of the early technical challenges and the testing disruptions they caused. 

 Contract for an evaluation of the software test delivery system and correct all software code 

problems. 

 Incorporate additional enhancements to the software code as identified by the evaluation. 
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Baesler will monitor the progress of these steps and explore other steps that may be necessary. 

Additionally, when our North Dakota schools began experiencing technical challenges, Baesler 

contacted Measured Progress, which is based in New Hampshire, to ensure that the coding difficulties 

which caused the initial technical problems were resolved. From that point, North Dakota schools had 

a relatively trouble-free testing experience. 

“Measured Progress expended extra resources to solve the problems, and it paid off with good test 

administration and participation,” Baesler said. 

North Dakota joined a group of other states in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium to 

develop new-generation mathematics and English assessments that are administered online. 

The assessments provide information for teachers, students and parents about the academic strengths 

of North Dakota students, and identify areas in which they need additional work.  

Results from last spring’s assessments are scheduled to be released in the coming weeks, and will 

provide important information about the academic performance of North Dakota students. 

### 

 

 


