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Benefit Helps ND Students Save Money, Earn College Credit 

 

BISMARCK, N.D., March 7, 2016 – North Dakota high school students may take at least one Advanced Placement test at 

no cost under a plan announced Monday by School Superintendent Kirsten Baesler and Sen. Tim Flakoll, the chairman of 

the North Dakota Senate’s Education Committee. 

 

The Advanced Placement study program offers college-level courses at many North Dakota high schools. Students have the 

option of taking a test once the instruction is completed. If they score well, they can earn college credit without paying 

tuition. 

 

“Under this new plan, students can better prepare themselves for college, and save money at the same time,” Flakoll said. 

 

This benefit for students and their families is part of “Leveraging the Senior Year,” an idea advocated by Baesler and 

Flakoll that the North Dakota Legislature approved last year. Lawmakers included $1.25 million in the Department of 

Public Instruction’s budget to broaden Advanced Placement coursework opportunities for North Dakota students. 

 

Advanced Placement tests normally cost about $90 each. The cost is reduced to about $60 for students from low-income 

families.  

 

The benefit announced Monday by Baesler and Flakoll reduces or eliminates those costs. It allows any North Dakota high 

school student to take at least one Advanced Placement exam in English, mathematics and science -- including computer 

science -- without paying any fee. Students in public and nonpublic high schools, and students who are taught at home, are 

eligible. 

 

Students from low-income families may take as many as four Advanced Placement exams in those subjects at no charge 

during their high school careers. All other students may take one AP exam at no charge, and as many as three additional 

tests at a 50 percent discount. 

 

The benefit will strengthen North Dakota students’ preparation for whatever they choose to do after high school, and 

greatly reduce students’ need for remedial instruction in college, Baesler and Flakoll said. It will allow students to save on 

tuition costs, lessen their student loan debt, and graduate more quickly, they said. 

 

Baesler and Flakoll said the benefit could help the state make significant progress in the percentage of its high school 

students who take an AP exam. 
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“Oftentimes, the cost of the exam has been a significant barrier,” Baesler said. “By providing assistance to our students in 

paying for the cost of that exam, we’re hoping that more students will challenge that exam, more students will take 

Advanced Placement courses in those subject areas, and earn college credit before they leave high school.” 

 

 

For example, one successful Advanced Placement test result could earn a student three credits toward a college diploma at 

no cost. Normally, those three credits would cost $450 to $800 in North Dakota college tuition and mandatory fees. 

 

“The goal is to give North Dakota students an opportunity to earn a semester’s worth of college credits while they are still 

in high school,” Flakoll said. 

 

Completing an Advanced Placement course fulfills a prerequisite for eligibility for a North Dakota Academic Scholarship. 

These scholarships provide up to $6,000 for a North Dakota student’s college expenses at a North Dakota public or private 

college. 
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