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Reporting Students Experiencing Homelessness on the 
STARS 

 
The McKinney-Vento Act under the No Child Left Behind Act requires 
all school districts enrolling students experiencing homelessness to 
report these students on the STARS system. The reporting process 
will be ongoing, given that students may become homeless at any 
time during a school year.  
 
******************************************************************************* 
The following steps will assist you in completing the Homeless 
section on the Enrollment Report in STARS: 
******************************************************************************* 
 
Step 1. Logon to the STARS system at 
https://secure.apps.state.nd.us/dpi/stars/Login.aspx 
 

 
 
Step 2. Click “Enrollment”. 

 
Step 3. Click “Enrollment”. 
 
 
 
 

https://secure.apps.state.nd.us/dpi/stars/Login.aspx


Step 4. Select the “District and School Year”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 5. Select “Plant” and “Homeless”.  Press “Filter”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 6. Locate the student’s “Last Name” and click on the “Start Date” 
for child.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 7. Select “Check Out” to begin inputting homeless data. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 8. Make sure the “Homeless” box is checked and complete 
student information (Check all that apply).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homeless box should be checked from PowerSchool uploaded information 

“Family requests no services” links back to the NS Lunch Program 



Step 9. Check all McKinney-Vento services that this student is 
receiving with McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act grant funds 
(e.g., transportation, school supplies, referrals to medical or dental 
agencies, tutoring, etc.) (Check all that apply) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 10. (Required) Check the Primary Nighttime Residence of 
homeless student. Please see Appendix A for further clarification.  
(Check ONLY one.) 
 
 
 
 
 
Step11.  Check Barriers to Enrollment. (Check all that apply.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 12. Check Homeless Status. (Check all that apply.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 13. Check Transportation Modes Provided. (Check all that 
apply.) 
 
 
 
 



Step 14. (Required) Enter the period of time the student is 
experiencing homelessness. Please see Appendix A (attached to this 
document) for “end date” clarifications.  

* Complete all four sections

*Start Date: Date homelessness was determined

*End Date: End of the school year or date students transferred
out of district

*Unaccompanied: Check if youth is considered
“unaccompanied” (youth in homeless   situations who are not
in the physical custody of a parent or guardian)

*McKinney-Vento Funds: Check if districts applied for and
received separate McKinney-Vento grant funds

Step 15. Check “validate” to verify that all appropriate boxes 
pertaining to this student have been checked.   

*It is VERY IMPORTANT that you “validate” your information in order
to check for missing or incorrect information.



Step 16. Click “Save”. 

Step 17. “Check In” the report. 

Step 18. Reports – The district/school should run periodic district/ 
school level reports in STARS to verify data collection is accurate and 
current prior to reporting and submission deadlines.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please feel free to contact me at any time during this process. 

Beth Larson-Steckler 
Homeless Coordinator 

701-328-3544
esteckler@nd.gov

All Homeless 
Data Should Be 

Entered Into 
STARS by  

May 24 

mailto:jharasym@nd.gov


Appendix A:  
Reporting Clarifications & Guidance 

Homeless:  
Section 725 (2) of the McKinney-Vento Act defines the term “homeless children and 
youths’” as an individual who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. 
This includes:  

 Children and youth who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of
housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels,
trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned
in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;

 Children and youth who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or
private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings (within the meaning of section 103(a)(2)(C));

 Children and youth who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned
buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and

 Migratory children (as such term is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless for the purposes of
this subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses
(i) through (iii).

This information was taken from 42 U.S.C. 11434a(2); Pub. L. 100-77 Title VII §725 (2); 
115 Stat. 2005. 

The term homeless does not include any individual imprisoned or otherwise detained by 
an Act of Congress or a state law. 

The terms children and youth refer to those persons, including preschool-aged children, 
who would be entitled to a free, appropriate public education. 

Children and youth who are living in doubled-up accommodations (sharing housing with 
other families or individuals) are considered homeless if they are doubled-up because of 
a loss of housing or other similar situation. Generally, families voluntarily living in 
doubled-up accommodations, voluntarily to save money but have other options 
available to them, generally should not be considered homeless. 

In determining whether a child or youth is homeless, the relative permanence of the 
living arrangements should be considered. Determinations should be made on a case-
by-case basis. 



Unaccompanied Youth: 
The term “unaccompanied youth” includes youth in homeless situations who are not in 
the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 
 

 
McKinney-Vento Services Received: 
This includes the following: 

 Tutoring or other instructional support 
 Expedited evaluations 
 Staff professional development and awareness 
 Referrals for medical, dental, and other health services 
 Transportation 
 Early childhood programs 
 Assistance with participating in school programs 
 Before/after-school, mentoring, summer programs 
 Obtaining or transferring records necessary for enrollment 
 Parent education related to rights and resources for children 
 Coordination between schools and agencies 
 Counseling 
 Addressing needs related to domestic violence 
 Clothing to meet a school requirement 
 School supplies 
 Referral to other programs and services 
 Emergency assistance related to school attendance 
 Other services or activities 

 
 
Primary Nighttime Residence: 
When reporting this section, please enter only one residence upon enrolling the child.  
 Shelter 
 Hotel/motel 
 Doubled-up 
 Unsheltered 

 
 
Barriers to the Education of Homeless Children and Youths: 
The following are barriers to the enrollment and success of homeless children and 
youths: 

 Eligibility for homeless services 
 Transportation 
 Immunizations/medical records 
 School selection 
 School records 



Homeless Status: 
 Living with family 
 Foster care pending 
 Unaccompanied youth 
 Abandoned 
 Separated from family 
 Runaway 
 Throwaway 
 Other 

 
Transportation Modes Provided: 
 Extended bus route 
 Privately-owned non-family vehicle 
 Public transportation 
 City/county services 
 Other 
 Contracted transportation services 
 Reimbursing family for mileage 
 Special Education bus/van 
 Taxi 

 
 
 ‘End Date’ of Homelessness:  
When entering the period of time the student is experiencing homelessness it may be 
difficult to determine an “end date” if the student remains homeless during the time the 
report is being filed. Please use June 30th of the current year.  
 
Once a student is considered homeless, they are considered homeless for the entire 
school year. If a student leaves the district and returns to the district, this student would 
still be considered homeless. There is no need to re-enroll the student, simply change 
the end date and update the services being provided. 
 
 
Unaccompanied or Being Served with McKinney-Vento Funds: 
Please check the appropriate box. If the student is being served with other funding (e.g., 
social services or Title I Part A), only the “Start Date” and “End Date” are required in this 
area. If the end date cannot be determined, please insert June 30th of the current year. 


