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December 17, 2014  

 
Attending: Jeff Anderson, Erik Anthony, Kelsey Bless, Barb Burghart, Ron 
Dahley, Lynn Dodge, Morgan Edmundson, Judy Garber, Denise Harvey, Cheryl, 
Hess, Zanthia Hegle-Price, Becky Hoff, Debra Huber, Shawn Huss, Bridgette 
Johnson, Tammie Johnson, Angie Jones, Dan Juve, Ruth Lacher, Steven 
Felchle, Matt McCleary, Laura Mildenberger, Karen Nickel, Bette Nelson, Amy 
Osvold, Brian Osvold, Mary Robinson, Natasha Sawicki, Moe Schroeder, 
Brianne Skachenko, Laurie Skadsem, Karla Sundhagen, Gerry Teevens, Mari 
Wanzek, and Pat Weinberg. 

 
Welcome and ND Transition CoP Mission –  Gerry reviewed the mission:  “To work 
towards building, supporting, and sustaining community partnerships and systems that 
promote and improve the scope, opportunity and quality for youth with disabilities to 
adequately prepare for life and career beyond high school with the individualized 
necessary supports identified and in place before graduation/exit.”  This group started 
back in the 1990’s as a state Transition Council and now we are part of a larger 
National Community of Practice since 2007.     
 
Introductions of new members:  Amy Osvold, Bridgette Johnson, and Natasha 
Sawicki 
 
Member Updates: 
DD Council – Cheryl Hess stated that the DD Council continues to have available Teen 
Grants and Employment Grants. Job shadow grants are available – Deadline January 
15, 2015. 
 
P&A – Denise Harvey handed out several items regarding mental health advance 
directives, and administration of medications in schools.  There were some conflict 
regarding this and the issues around this have been resolved.   
 
West Fargo School System - Karen Nickel stated that the school is implementing the 
STEPPS program to improve transition services. One of their goals is to increase the 



number of student led IEP’s.  They are looking at starting a second location for the 
Transition Academy (18-21 yr olds) or at least find a larger space as their numbers in 
the Transition academy are increasing. a bigger place.   
 
Ron Dahley reported on the Transition Expo the West Fargo School District had during 
the parent/teacher conferences in October.  They had about 30 agencies, including 
military, other services, etc.  Also Ron announced that this is his last meeting, as he is 
retiring at the end of the school year.  
  

  WE WILL MISS YOU RON!!!   
 
Federation of Families - Youth Move BeyouND – Mat McCleary reported.  There was 
a celebration of lights in several cities.  FOF is working on developing home and 
community based services.  Youth Move BeyoND will be taking photos in various parts 
of the state to bring awareness to issues concerning youth.   
 
ND School for the Blind – Amy Osvold - The transition students have been divided up 
and will be working with adult case workers.   
 
Children and Family Services - Kelsey Bless stated that the 18+ Program is a foster 
care service where youth can sign themselves back into the system within 6 months of 
leaving.  
  
CLC – Jeff Anderson reported that the ARC of Cass County has issued a program 
where they are having adults lead their individual plan meetings.  They are also 
implementing a Retail Training program.  Their region also has available to youth higher 
learning scholarships for post-secondary experiences.   
 
Children’s Special Health Services – Tammie Johnson reported that the Autism 
Registry is being worked on and will be forthcoming.     
 
ND Resource Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing – Pam Smith -Transition 
workshop on September 26 and 27 in Fargo at the Skills and Technology Center. A 
hearing aid depository is being developed for folks to drop off used hearing aids.  At 
present drop them off at the School for the Deaf in Grand Forks.   
 
Anne Carlsen Center – Laurie Skadsem - Encouraged all participants to call Program 
Coordinator in Bottineau at Annie’s House to make arrangements to visit.  All children 
and adults with disabilities are scholarshiped for a day of skiing or tubing.  Mary 
Stammen has completed 2 books about Ann Nelson.  Mary and the Annie’s House 
Program Coordinator will be going out to schools and reading one of these books to 3rd 
grade classes and ask them to assist with the “Stars of Hope” project.  Annie’s House is 
the ND site for distributing the stars where they are needed.   



ACC is partnering with Pathfinder Parent Center to host an iCan Bike and iCan Roll 
event in Minot on August 10-14 at Jim Hill Middle School.  Another iCan Bike Camp will 
be in Fargo/Moorhead on July 13-17 at the Moorhead Sports Center.   
Requirements for Participation  in iCan Bike Camp (Rider must meet all of below criteria): 
•Minimum of 8 years of age   •Able to sidestep to both sides 
•Have a disability    •Minimum inseam of 20” 
•Able to walk without assistive device •Maximum weight 220 lbs. 
•Willing and able to wear a properly fitted bike helmet     
•Able to attend camp all 5 days 
 
Russ Cusack – He talked about a new piece of legislation called the Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunities Act (WIOA). VR has funds for pre-employment activities.  
They would like to develop programs with schools and fund those as well.  Policies and 
procedures will be coming out later.   
 
Youth Program Presentation – Ruth Lacher spoke about the new program for youth 
due the changes coming with WIOA.  There are changes to youth eligibility such as out-
of-school youth must be 15-24 years of old; be a school dropout; pregnant or parenting; 
an individual with a disability; low income individual; homeless; in the justice system; 
recipient of a secondary school diploma; or with the age of compulsory school 
attendance.  For in-school youth they need to be 14-21 years of age; low income;    
 
Indicator 13 file Review Data - Gerry reported 98.38% IEP’s reviewed in June of 2014 
were in compliance when using the Indicator 13 Checklist.  Gerry showed trend data for 
the last 5 years. The targets are set by the Office of Special Education programs and 
must be 100%. Although ND did not meet the target there was significant progress.  
 
Indicator 14 Post school outcomes - The number of interviews completed were 184 
former students.  The number of youth in higher education one year after leaving HS 
was 29.89%; competitively employed and enrolled in higher ed was 26.26%; enrolled in 
higher education or some other postsecondary education or training program; or 
competitively employed or in some other employment within one year of leaving high 
school was 80.98%. The number of respondents was down for the last follow-up study. 
The percentage of former students successfully engaged also decreased.  
Gerry reviewed trend data with the membership and asked for recommendations or 
suggestions regarded targets the DPI special education staff are considering for the 
next submission of the APR. The membership approved the DPI targets. Gerry noted 
that the IDEA Advisory Committee also approved the targets for the next 5 years.  
 
Indicator 17 – States are now required to submit a State Systemic Improvement Plan 
focused around an area identified for improvement in the state. The state’s SiMR (State 
Identified Measured Result statement is:  The ND DPI, in cooperation with our local and 
state level colleagues, will increase the graduation rate for students identified with 
emotional disturbance, as measured by the subgroup’s annual graduation rates 
determined through the calculations made in Indicator 1 of the states SPP/APR.  A 
volunteer group will meet in January to outline the standards, indicators and 4 level 



rubrics to be used in the local level planning process.  The committee will draft a write 
up of the SSIP which will be submitted for review in January 2015.  The final submission 
is due in April 2015.   
 
ND Secondary Transition Conference – It is November 18 and 19, 2015 at the 
Ramada Hotel in Bismarck.  2 sessions of break outs each day (20 slots) Vendor 
displays will have fees ($100 $125), and the conference will have a fee ($65 to $75).   
Breakout sessions may include: 

 Transition requirements (student led IEP’s) 
 Disability add more here……. 
 PEPNET Team Plan 
 Guardianship 
 Consumer investment fund 
 Student led IEPs 
 

Possible Keynote speakers:  Melinda Jacobs (Attorney), Tim Harris, T-Marni Voss 
(humor), Emily Iland (“Be Safe”), Peter Gerhart (Sexual Safety), Mallory Cyr (Health 
Transition), and Poppin Joe.   
 
Gerry asked the group to give ideas for the following:   

 Theme:    Several suggestions were received. Gerry will send to the planning 
committee for a vote.  

 Additional presenters:   
 RFP: 
 Vendors:   
 Scholarship contact:  Pathfinder or FVND?    

 
Regional CoP's committee updates:   
Gerry again offered to provide financial support for any of the Regional CoP’s 
projects.   

1. Region I:  Had a good turnout for the meeting.  WIOA was discussed and 
what the impact will be.             

2. Region II:  Monthly meeting.  Rehab Services presented at the last 
meeting.  This is an active group with good attendance.               

3. Region III:  Attendance is good.  Job Fair is scheduled for April 15 for 
youth with disabilities will be held this spring.  The vendors all have hands-
on tasks for the students.  The fair includes a tour of Lake Region College.           

4. Region IV:  They had a presenter from TBI at the last meeting.  Job 
Service put on a career fair in October for students with disabilities.  They 
have piloted a new way of writing goals and objectives by looking at an 
assessment protocol.  They are working on their mission statement which 
is too long and wordy.       

5. Region V:  Meets monthly.  Good attendance at all meetings.  Transition 
expo was held October 20 and 21 in Fargo.  This is done during the 
parent/teacher conference.  They are looking at some different goals for 
their group.         



6. Region VI:  Quarterly meetings at different locations.  The Health, 
Technology and Trade Fair was held on November 13, 2014 in 
Jamestown at the Civic Center.  The focus is on occupations where two 
years or less training is needed.  There was 38 vendors and over 1000 
students attended.  There were 2 breakout sessions which all of the 
students attended.  It is open to all high school students in Region VI           

7. Region VII:  Quarterly meetings.  They meet each month at a different 
agency location. They have added an educational component.  Looking at 
a transition fair but unsure of date at this point.       

8. Region VIII:  No report.  
 
Practice Group (Sub-Committee) Updates –  
 Youth Leadership – The group is focusing on a yearly youth leadership 

conference.  Would like this group to complete a survey of what the youth would 
want on the Launch My Life website.           

 Healthy Transitions – The brochure that deals with health issues has been 
completed and Cheryl is asking for feedback on the usage of this document.                       

 Employment – Barb stated the committee has been working on a training 
module for paras who job coaches in the schools.   The committee will continue 
to develop this training and would like to present this at the Transition Institute.        

 Guardianship – The group also completed a 2 page fact sheet regarding 
guardianship and alternatives for decision-making support.  P & A attorneys will 
go through the fact sheet and give feedback.  FVND has an after hours call on 
their website on guardianship.    

 
 If you are interested in participating on any of the sub-committees, 

please notify Gerry Teevens.     
 
ND State Plan Activities 2014-2015 

 Conduct teacher training to increase knowledge and rate of compliance to 
Indicator 13.  Completed. 

 Develop job coaching training modules to promote practice opportunities for skill 
development.  Developing and will be presented in November at Transition 
Institute.   

 Create a student survey and post on the Launch my Life Website.  Will be done 
by Youth Group. 

 Develop user friendly resources on guardianship.  One document is completed.  
Ongoing development of other resources.   

 

 

Merry Christmas Everyone!!!! 

Next meeting:  March 18, 2015               


