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Paris Operational DefinitionsParis Operational Definitions
 Call-outs:  Any time Paris talks out loudly (to whole class or nearby peer) 

or makes loud noises (everyone in the classroom can hear) without raising 
her hand

 Engaged Time:  In her seat and actively working (eyes and/or hands on 
materials) on her assigned task or actively participating in group instruction 
(orally answering questions or writing responses related to the lesson

 C l t  i t   A i t  l t d d d  t l  d  Complete assignments:  Assignments completed and done accurately and 
legibly (Standard—any adult would be able to correctly decipher Amanda’s 
writing and marks)

 Raising hand: Raising her hand to ask for help and waiting for the g g p g
teacher/adult to respond without making loud noises or calling out 



Paris Behavior Rating Scale
BehaviorBehavior

Call-Outs >1 per assignment
1 per assignment

1 assignment with 0

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
3

5
4
31 assignment with 0

2 assignments with 0
No callouts

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

3
2
1

Engagement 80-100% 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5g g
(Independent 
work time & 

math)

60-79%
50-59%
25-49%

<25%

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

Work 
Completion

100%
51-99%

50%
25-49%

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
2

5
4
3
225-49%

<25%
2
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

2
1

Raising Hand to 
Ask for Help

100%
51-99%

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

5
4Ask for Help 

(post-
intervention)

51 99%
50%

1-49%
0%

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1

4
3
2
1



Given 60 seconds, use 4 straight lines to 
connect all of the dots without lifting 

your peny p
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Paris—Step 3: PTR Assessment 
P ibl  H thPossible Hypotheses

When…. Student will…. As a result…
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Prevent Specific Strategy steps

Case Study—Step 4:  PTR Intervention

Strategies
p gy p

Environmental 
Support

Paris will be provided a visual checklist that will list her tasks 
needing to be completed during independent work time.  Paris will 
check off (a) completion, and (b) neatness.
1.Before independent work time, the teacher will give Paris a 
choice of vis-à-vis color pen to write down her tasks
2 The teacher will review “Complete” and “Neat” tasks with Paris2.The teacher will review Complete and Neat tasks with Paris 
and how Paris will self-evaluate.
3.The teacher and Paris will determine the number of checks 
Paris will need to get her choice reinforcer activity.

Wh P i thi k h i fi i h d h ill t k h d4.When Paris thinks she is finished, she will take her pen and 
check whether each task is complete and neat.
5. Paris will make eye contact with the teacher and raise her 
hand.
6.The teacher will indicate that she has seen her hand (popsicle 
stick) and either go over immediately or indicate to Paris to 
‘wait’.  
7 The teacher will provide Paris feedback on her self evaluations7.The teacher will provide Paris feedback on her self-evaluations 
of completeness and neatness, and if the teacher agrees with the 
feedback, release Paris to a chosen reinforcer activity 



Prevent 
Strategies

Specific Strategy steps

Choice-
making

Paris will be provided choices of reinforcers to work toward and choice 
of vis-à-vis pen for writing down her tasks.

1 A choice-board will be made from which Paris will select her preferred1.A choice board will be made from which Paris will select her preferred 
reinforcing activities.  Each morning, upon entering the room, Paris will be 
shown pictures of five preferred activities: (a) Computer in Mrs. S’s room; (b) 
Listening center; (c) Reading or helping the kindergarten class; (d) Visit the 
office; (e) Play literacy game with peeroffice; (e) Play literacy game with peer
2.From the pictures, Paris will select the 2 activities that she would like to have 
placed on her personal choice board kept near her desk.  
3.Before independent work time, the teacher will ask Paris which color vis-à-vis 
pen she wants to use to write down her tasks on her checklistpen she wants to use to write down her tasks on her checklist.
4.After Paris writes her tasks, she will select one of the two activities that she 
will earn as a reinforcer contingent upon earning the agreed upon checks for 
completing her tasks and being neat
5 Paris will place the picture on her check-sheet This activity will take the place5.Paris will place the picture on her check sheet.  This activity will take the place 
of non-preferred activity time (20 minutes).  







Teach Specific Strategy Steps
Strategies 
Replacement 
Behavior

Replacement behavior:  Raising hand to ask for help or attention
Paris will be taught how and when to raise her hand.
A Independent Work TimeA.  Independent Work Time
1. When Paris requires assistance or attention, she will first 

make eye contact with her teacher—no sounds/words will 
come from Paris.

2. After eye contact, she raises her hand—making no 
noises/sounds.  She keeps her hand in the air, straight.

3. The teacher indicates how long it will be before she can get 
to Paris (no more than 2 minutes should elapse)to Paris (no more than 2 minutes should elapse).

B.  Small Group Instruction
1.     When Paris wants is answering a question or wants to 

make a comment, she will raise her hand straight up in the 
air.  No words will be spoken.

2.     Paris will wait until the teacher either (a) calls on her, or (b) 
indicates her hand raising with a popsicle stick



Teach 
Strategies

Specific Strategy Steps
Strategies 
Self-
Management

Paris will be taught to monitor her hand-raising behaviors.
1. A bar chart will be given to Paris to keep in a folder. 
2. As Paris raises her hand and earns popsicle sticks, she will p p
indicate on the graph the number of times she raises her hand 
each day.
3. A daily goal for hand raising behaviors will be set and 
reviewedreviewed. 
5. A verbal/gestural prompt can be provided to remind Paris to 
graph her hand raising behaviors.





Reinforce 
Strategies

Specific Strategy Steps

Replacement 
Behavior:  
Raising Hand

1. When Paris raises her hand, the teacher will either recognize 
Paris and have her ask her question, answer a question, or 
make her comment.

2 If th t h i t hi h ill “W it W t h th2.  If the teacher is teaching a group, she will say, “Wait.  Watch the 
clock second hand go around ___ time, and I’ll get your 
question.”

3.  Each time Paris raises her hand, she will get a popsicle stick 3 ac e a s a ses e a d, s e ge a pops c e s c
and verbal praise or positive gesture from the teacher.

4.  The teacher will wear an apron (and Paris’ job will be to remind 
her to wear the apron).  Popsicle sticks will be kept in one 
pocket Each time Paris raises her hand and the teacher ispocket.  Each time Paris raises her hand and the teacher is 
unable to get to Paris or have her make a comment, the teacher 
will move one popsicle stick out of the holding pocket over to 
another pocket in which the ‘earned’ popsicle sticks will be kept.p p p p

5.  At the end of instructional blocks, the teacher will have Paris 
count her popsicle sticks and arrange for Paris to trade them for 
orange cones (magnets) to be put on the board.  Each 5 popsicle 
sticks will earn Paris a conesticks will earn Paris a cone.



Reinforce 
Strategies

Specific Strategy Steps

Group 
Contingency

1.  For each 5 popsicle sticks earned, an orange cone symbol will be 
placed on the white board visible for the entire class.

2.  After 5 cones get on the board (indicating 25 hand raises), the entire 
class will earn free time at the end of the day.  They can go outside, see y y g ,
a movie, go to the library or play games.

3.  The class will be prompted to praise Paris for helping them earn free 
time.

Self-Management 1 At the end of the day Paris will record the number of popsicle sticks sheSelf-Management 1.  At the end of the day, Paris will record the number of popsicle sticks she 
earned for her hand raising behavior.

2.  If she meets her goal (25), a good note will go home to her 
grandmother.

Environmental 
Support 
( l i k)

1.  After Paris raises her hand indicating her work is completed and her 
checklist is filled in, the teacher will walk over to Paris’ desk.

2 Th h ill i P i f l i h h kli(completing task) 2.  The teacher will praise Paris for completing her checklist.
3.  The teacher will provide feedback on Paris’ self-evaluation.
4.  If Paris meets her goal, she will be praised and released to her selected 

reinforcing activity.
5 If P i did t t h l th t h ill b ll i h f5.  If Paris did not meet her goal, the teacher will verbally praise her for 

trying and have Paris say how she could meet her goal the next day.



Reinforce 
Strategies

Specific Strategy Steps
Strategies 
Discontinue 
Reinforcement 
of Problem 

If Paris calls out, the teacher will:

1. If Paris is looking at the teacher, the teacher will hold up a 
Behavior

g p
popsicle stick as a visual cue to remind her of her hand 
raising  behavior.  No verbal redirects will be given.

2. If Paris is not looking at the teacher, the teacher will say 
“Paris” in a flat affect When Paris looks at the teacherParis in a flat affect.  When Paris looks at the teacher, 
the teacher will hold up a popsicle stick as a cue.

3. The popsicle stick being held up moves into the ‘oops I 
forgot’ apron pocket.   Initially, Paris will be allowed 10 
oops popsicle sticks before they are subtracted from her 
total earned.

4. If during the next opportunity, Paris raises her hand 
unprompted after getting the oops stick the teacher willunprompted after getting the oops stick, the teacher will 
move the oops stick into the ‘earned’ popsicle pocket.


