NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

2014-2016
STATE SUPERINTENDENT’S STUDENT CABINET

Introduction

The State Superintendent’s Student Cabinet provides input on ways to improve communication with students and
obtain input on statewide educational initiatives. Members are students who reflect the diverse ideas, opinions, and
perspectives of North Dakota students.

Program Overview

e  Upto 18 North Dakota students from grades 4-12 will be selected for the Cabinet. These students will represent
the diversity of backgrounds, cultures, and experiences of students across the State.

e  Students will be selected via an open application process based on character, rationale for joining the Cabinet,
commitment to serve, and their unique perspective.

e  Cabinet members are expected to serve a 15-month term that begins March 2015 and concludes in June 2016.

What is the Process for Students Interested in Serving on the State Superintendent’s Student Cabinet?

If you are interested in serving on the cabinet, you will need to submit an application. The deadline for submission of
applications for the 2014-2016 cabinet is March 10, 2015. Applications are available on our website at
www.dpi.state.nd.us under “Headlines” or by requesting a copy via email to Lynette Norbeck at dpi@nd.gov or by calling
(701) 328-4572.

Minimum Eligibility Criteria

e Must currently be enrolled in a North Dakota public or private school
e  Must be willing to and able to travel to Bismarck or alternate location for meetings
e  Must have an available adult to chaperone student to Bismarck or alternate location for meetings
e Must fully complete all sections of the application
If selected, must provide:

e  Arecommendation from a non-family member adult (e.g., teacher, guidance counselor, mentor) who can speak
to your character

e  Signature from a parent or guardian approving participation in the Cabinet

e  Signature from the school principal, counselor, or a teacher

How are Members Chosen to Serve?

To ensure broad representation, the application for potential members will be evaluated on a variety of factors,
including geographic location representing, school, grade level, types of interests, and experiences as outlined in the
application.



When Will the State Superintendent’s Student Cabinet Meetings be Held?

The meetings will be held twice each school year, one in the fall and again in the spring. At least one meeting will be
held at the State Capitol Building in Bismarck, ND.

Expectations of the State Superintendent’s Student Cabinet?

Cabinet members will be expected to:
e  Attend all scheduled meetings
o Prepare for each meeting as needed
e  Workin a collaborative manner with each other and with ND DPI staff as needed

J Express views and opinions openly, constructively, and respectfully

Benefits to Students

e Have a direct role in improving education for all students in North Dakota
e Gain important leadership, public speaking, decision-making, and team building skills
e Develop a network of support and mentors through exposure to leaders across the State

e Great addition to résumé and college applications

Important Dates

Application Deadline (5 pm CST) Cabinet Members Announced First Cabinet Meeting

March 10, 2015 March 31, 2015 April 2015




