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Project Manager: 
 
Doreen Strode, Assistant Director - Alternate Assessments 
North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 
State of North Dakota 
 
Resources: 
 

• Common Core State Standards documents at 
 http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/standard/common_core.shtm 

 
• North Dakota Curriculum Initiative documents at  

 http://ndcurriculuminitiative.org/common_core 
 

• Dynamic Leaning Maps …..http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/ 
Common Core Essential Elements and Assessment Achievement Level Descriptors 

       Dynamic Learning Maps Essential Elements Versions 1 and 2 
 

• Kansas State Education Department website:  http://www.ksde.org/ 
 

• Microsoft Office Clip Art 
 
 
Document Description: 
 
This document is arranged by grade level so that teachers can access a single grade or multiple 
grades as needed.   These materials are based on the Common Core State Standards and align with the 
Dynamic Learning Maps Essential Elements.  North Dakota is a member of the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) 
Consortium of states creating the next generation of alternate assessments based on alternate achievement 
standards for assessing students with severe cognitive disabilities. 
 
These materials are created by North Dakota teachers, for teachers, to assist them in accessing the Common 
Core State Standards in a meaningful fashion.  Our goal was to provide teachers of students with severe 
cognitive disabilities with tools to get them started with the Common Core.   They are intended to be tools for 
teachers to start with and build upon within their own local curriculum.  They are not mandatory, but because 
they are linked to the DLM Essential Elements, they may be helpful in teaching the new standards which will 
begin to be assessed in 2014-15.   
 
These tools are: 
 
 Resources for teachers to use to access the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
 Linked to the Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) "Essential Elements" 
 Ideas for learning activities based on CCSS 
 Ideas on how to collect data on student performance 
 Ideas on how to plan collaboration activities with general educators 
 Resources to plan for "Communication Opportunities" for students who are learning a 

communication mode 
 
These tools are not: 
 
 Not meant for test preparation purposes 
 Not mandatory for use by educators 
 Not meant to serve as curriculum  
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 Element Cards - A collection of Common Core State Standards 
 materials specific to the Dynamic Learning Maps Essential 
 Elements at each grade.  These are meant to provide you with 
 instructional ideas, key vocabulary, real world connections, and 
 mapping of the concept the grade before and the grade after. 

  
 
 
 

 
 Educator Collaboration Plan - Planning sheets to prepare students 
 for communication needs and for data collection in general education 
 settings.  Communication is key in teaching and assessing all students 
 and especially those with severe cognitive disabilities.  If a student does 

        not have a consistent and reliable means of communicating what  
        he/she knows and is able to do, it is very difficult to measure progress.   
        More importantly, lack of a consistent communication system (high  
        tech, low tech, or no tech) will affect the student's entire life in a   
        negative way.   
 
 
 

 
 
  
 "I Can" Checklist - data sheet template for teacher use. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 Website Resources - lists of web addresses where a variety of 
 educational ideas can be found. 
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Grade 6 ELA    
Strand: Reading Literature  
Cluster: Key Ideas and Details  

 

 
 
Note:  If the Essential Element says "Not Applicable" that means that the Dynamic Learning Maps Consortium did not address this Essential Element. 
 
If the Essential Element says "See EE of a different number" (e.g. S-ID.2) that means that there is another Element Card that addresses some of this standard. 
  
The Essential Elements are highlighted to indicate the importance of their focus. 
 
 
 

Standard RL.6.1:  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
(This is the grade level Common Core State Standard for this concept) 

Essential Element:  Analyze the text to determine what it says explicitly and 
what inferences must be drawn. 
(An Essential Element is a term used by Dynamic Learning Maps Consortium 
identifying 'specific knowledge and skills linked to the grade-level expectations 
identified in the Common Core State Standards')  

Grade 5 Expectations:   
 

(What is related to this standard in the prior grade) 

Grade 7 Expectations:   
 

(What is related to this standard in the next grade) 
I Can Statements: 

(Statements of measures of specific skills related to this standard) 
Key Vocabulary: 

 
(Grade level vocabulary related to 
specific content in this standard) 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):   
 

(IEP accommodations, assistive technology, communication system, visual aids, 
templates, active board, highlighters, etc.) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
(Examples of activities that can be done to address this skill such as modeling, small group discussions, etc.) 

Real World Connections:    
(Activities from everyday life that relate to the content of this standard) 
Resources: 

 
(Educational materials or websites that can be accessed for ideas that may support this standard) 
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Standard RI.6.1:  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly a well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.1:   Analyze a text to determine what it says explicitly 
as well as what inferences should be drawn. 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.1:   
• Identify words in the text to answer a question about explicit 

information. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.1:   
• Analyze text to identify where information is explicitly stated and 

where inferences must be drawn. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can answer a question about explicit information provided in the text. 
• Given multiple sentences from informational text, I can find a fact. 
• I can analyze a text to determine what it says explicitly as well as what inferences should be drawn. 
• I can analyze a text to identify the information that is used in making an inference. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
• detail 
• illustration 
• fact 

 
• explicit information 
• implicit information 
• infer/inference 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Boardmaker 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Respond to a question about a detail from an illustration in the text by answering “yes” or “no” or using a switch to indicate whether each of two options 

is correct. 
• Respond to a question about the text by indicating through a turn of the head or eye gaze whether each of two options is correct. 
• Through auditory or tactile sources, identify a fact. 
• Using pictures, illustration, etc., identify a fact. 
• Share, point, tell, or gesture to communicate specific facts from informational text. 
• Given a list of explicit and implicit information from a story, sort information into information that was stated directly and information that must be 

inferred. 
• After viewing or hearing information demonstrated in a pie chart, select one piece of evidence from the information provided directly and information 

that must be inferred. 
• Share, point, tell, or gesture to communicate specific facts from informational text. 
• Select a correct answer to an inferential question, and then highlight the information in the text that supports the inference. 
• After making an inference while reading a text, underline the information that was used in making the inference. 
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Real World Connections:     
• Interpreting information from graphs in print or digital form (newspapers, graphs/tables, magazine articles, internet sites) 
• Summarize a passage/article 
• Reading a menu and making a choice 
• Reading/Following a list of steps 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Kids Planet http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/map.html 
• Compare/Contrast; Similarities/Contrasts http://freelanguagestuff.com/similarities-and-differences/ 
• Inferences  http://www.k12reader.com/reading-activities-for-making-inferences/  
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 Tool # 2 - Educator Collaboration Plan:  
 
This plan is a tool that can be utilized to prepare students 
and their paraprofessionals for fuller participation in general 
education classes and an increased communication   

   expectation. 
Remember - If communication is planned for, it is much more likely to happen. 
 
Keep the student's Speech Pathologist in the loop so he/she can support and 
participate in these collaboration efforts.   
 
Suggested Use of this tool: 
 
Meet with the general education teacher once a week (maybe the Thursday 
before) and identify what concepts he/she will be covering the following week. 
 

1. Fill in the first box (Monday through Friday) with the gen. ed. class lesson 
plan concepts.  (See Sample) 
 

2. Discuss Common Core State Standards (CCSS) being covered. 
Fill in box two.  (See Sample) 
 

     3.  Communication Plan:  Identify the concepts and key words that will be 
 covered in each lesson and identify what you want the student to be 
 able to communicate in class.  (See Sample) 
 
Discuss with gen. ed. teacher which concepts student needs to answer during 
class.  Identify (for example) two specific questions he/she will ask the student so 
the teacher knows ahead of time.  If the plan is that the student needs to answer 
two questions during class every day and the questions are determined ahead of 
time (so the answers can be made available for the student to use) then 
expecting student participation becomes second nature. 
 Talker: preprogram it and allow student to practice ahead of time. 
 Pictures:  prepare the pictures prior to class and practice. 
 Switches:  program choices ahead of time and practice. 
 
4.  Identify what accommodations are listed in IEP to be used in the educational 
setting and make sure the student has them available.  (See Sample) 
 
5.  Data Collection:  Para collects data on the concepts.  This can be a plus or 
minus per questions or item in this section.  (See Sample) 
 
6.  Para or student brings an extra copy of the plan at the beginning of class on 
Monday.  Para keeps the other copy as a working copy for the week.  The copy 
needs to be brought back to you (special education teacher) so that you are 
aware of both the success and have data to work with.  You will also be able to 
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see where the student excels or may be struggling.  Share this data with the 
student's Speech Pathologist so he/she is aware of progress and possible 
problems. 
 
7.  Notes section allows Para to identify anything that needs to be brought to your 
attention.  For example, student was distracted, or ill, or something interfered 
with the lesson getting finished.  Para: Don't be afraid to remind the teacher in 
case he/she forgets to ask a question (even after the class has ended) rather 
than "just skipping it".  Students need to be able to demonstrate their 
competence and it is not ok to have lower expectations for some students than 
others.   
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Gen. Ed. Contact:_________________________  Subject:  _______________ 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

Gen Ed. Concepts Planned: 
 
Mon.   
  
 
 
Tues. 
 
 
 
Wed. 
 
 
 
Thurs. 
 
 
 
Fri. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCSS  Addressed: 
 

Communication Plan: 
 
Mon.    
 
 
 
Tues.    
 
 
 
Wed 
 
 
 
Thurs 
 
 
 
Fri. 

Accommodations in IEP: Data Collection: 
 
Mon.  ______________________ 
 
Tues._______________________ 
 
Wed._______________________ 
 
Thurs.______________________ 
 
Fri._________________________ 
 

Notes: 
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Gen. Ed. Contact:  __Mrs. Jones_____________________  Subject:  ____Math___________ 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

Gen Ed. Concepts Planned: 
 
Mon.  Fractions - whole, half, quarter 
  
 
Tues.  Fractions - quarters, thirds  
   1/3, 2/3, 3/3 
   1/4, 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 
Wed.  Halves, quarters, thirds review 
 
 
 
Thurs.   Fractions project (demonstrate 
understanding of "equal parts" of a whole 
 
 
Fri. Quiz on whole, halves, thirds, & 
 quarters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCSS  Addressed: 
 
1.G.3  Partition circles and 
rectangles into two and four 
equal shares using the words 
halves, fourths, and quarters.   

Communication Plan:  Pre-program Alpha Talker daily 
before class (allow student to practice before class). 
Mon.    
"That is a whole"  "whole" 
"That is a half"   "one-half" 
That is a quarter"  "one-quarter" 
 
Tues.  " That is"  "One-third"  "two-thirds" "whole" 
"One-forth" "one-half" "three-quarters" 
 
Wed.  Same as Mon and Tues  
 
Thurs.  "I have two fractions in my demonstration."  
"One half, and half of that is one fourth." 
 
Fri.  Use words from Mon. and Tuesday for Quiz. 

Accommodations in IEP: 
 
Alpha Talker is communication mode and requires that 
specific terms and sentences are programmed into the 
device prior to class. 
Para will accompany student to class and will be 
responsible to pre-program Talker with two specific 
answers according to the Collaboration Plan. 
Data will be collected on comm. performance and 
accuracy by Para. 

Data Collection: 
Mon.  whole___   half ___  
 quarter____ 
Tues.  whole___  half___ 1/4___ 
 1/3___ 2/3___  3/4___ 
Wed.  whole___  half___ 1/4___ 
 1/3___ 2/3___  3/4___ 
Thurs.  half___  1/4___   
Used both sentences in demo ___ 
Fri.  whole___  half___ 1/4___ 
 1/3___ 2/3___  3/4___ 
 
 

Notes: 
 
Quiz (Friday) may need to be taken in an area where 
other students cannot hear the answers. 
Para writes student's answers and gen. ed. teacher 
corrects quiz. 
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Grade 2 Math “I Can” Statements  Checklist    
Instructions:  These checklists are meant to provide a visual to record progress toward Common Core Standard Skills. 

 
Domain:   Operations and Algebraic 
Thinking 

Cluster:  Work with equal groups of objects 
to gain foundations for multiplication 

Standard:  EE.2.OA.3 

I can make two groups of two. 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           
 

I can separate objects into two groups. 
 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           

I can equally distribute even numbers of objects between two 
groups. 
 
 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           

I can determine that a quantity of objects is even or odd by separating 
them into two groups. 
 

Da
te

           
DA

TA
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 “I Can” Statements  Checklist    
Instructions:  These checklists are meant to provide a visual to record progress toward Common Core Standard Skills. 
 
Strand:    Cluster:   Standard:   

 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           
 

 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           

 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           

 
Da

te
           

DA
TA

           

 

Da
te

           

DA
TA
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Da
te

           

DA
TA

           

 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           

 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           

 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           

 

Da
te

           

DA
TA

           

 

Da
te

           

DA
TA
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    Tool # 4 - Resources  
 
  

A Few Communication Resources (See also Resources at end of each 
grade) 
 

1. http://www.designtolearn.com: A good site for introducing communication 
systems—knowing which ones to use, etc. 
 

2. http://www.alltogetherwecan.com/2008/06/02/ablenet-how-to-videos-step-by-
step-with-levels/: A set of videos on how to set up communication systems 
 

3. http://www2.edc.org/NCIP/tour/Resources_PictureSym.html:  A good overview of 
how to set up picture communication systems. 
 

4. http://www.pdictionary.com: A large, easily searchable library of various pictures 
for instruction. This website may be used for students of various communication 
levels. 
 

5. http://www.tsbvi.edu/component/content/article/53/1116-tactile-symbols-
directory-to-standard-tactile-symbol-list: From Texas School for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired. This site offers information on developing and using tactile 
symbols.  
 

6. http://bookbuilder.cast.org/: From cast.org—a free resource that allows you or 
your students to build books online. It provides text to speech and animation for 
the books so your students can listen to and watch the book. Can also access 
books others have written. Great if you are creating a modified version of a grade 
level text. 
 

7. http://aex.intellitools.com/: Collection of free IntelliKeys activities posted by other 
teachers. 
 

8. http://teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/2008/02/free-boardmaker-
boards-and-activities.html: Collection of free Boardmaker boards. Excellent if you 
already have Boardmaker. Not all of the links work though. 
 

9. http://zacbrowser.com/: An internet engine designed for children with autism. 
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Standard RL.6.1:  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.1:  Determine what a text  says explicitly as well as 
what simple inferences must be drawn. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.1:   
• Identify words in the text to answer a question about explicit 

information. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.1:   
• Analyze text to identify where information is explicitly stated and 

where inferences must be drawn. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can answer a question about explicit information provided in the text. 
• I can identify information that is and is not directly stated in the text. 
• I can determine what a text says explicitly as well as what inferences should be drawn. 
• I can analyze a text to identify the information that is used in making an inference. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• illustration 
• explicit information 

 

 
• inference 
• implicit information 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Respond to a question about a detail from an illustration in the text by answering “yes” or “no” or using a switch to indicate whether each of two options 

is correct. 
• Respond to a question about the text by indicating through a turn of the head or eye gaze whether each of two options is correct. 
• Through auditory or tactile sources, identify details directly stated in the text. 
• Using pictures, illustration, etc., identify a detail that was not stated in the text. 
• Given a list of explicit and implicit information from a story, sort the information into two categories:  that which was stated directly and that which was 

inferred. 
• After reading Yo, Yes?, determine that the boy says, “me” explicitly, but he is really saying, “I’ll be your friend.” 
• Select a correct answer to an inferential question, and then highlight the information in the text that supports the inference. 
• After making an inference while reading a text, underline the information that was used in making the inference. 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Paraphrasing newspaper articles, books, television shows, movies; following and/or restating instructions 
• Putting a puzzle together-making observations to determine where the pieces attach 
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• Developing and showing empathy for others 
• Texting shortcuts 
• Hot buttons on the computer 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592  
• Inferences  http://www.k12reader.com/reading-activities-for-making-inferences/  
• Making Inferences www.teachersnotebook.com/product/MandyLopez/making-inferences-28-task-cards-recording-sheet-poster-a-game-board  
• Making Inferences poster http://pinterest.com/pin/79305643410247270/  
• Making inferences template http://betterlesson.com/document/84909/go-making-inferences?from=search  
• Inferring How and Why Characters Change http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/inferring-characters-change-858.html 
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Standard RL.6.2:  Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.2:  Identify details in a text that are related to the 
theme or central idea. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.2:   
• Identify the central idea or theme of a story, drama, or poem. 

 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.2:   
• Identity events in a text that are related to the theme or central idea. 

 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify details from a familiar story. 
• I can identify the theme or central idea of a familiar story. 
• I can determine the theme or central idea of a familiar story and identify details that relate to it. 
• I can determine the theme or central idea of an unfamiliar story and details that relate to it. 

 
 
Key Vocabulary: 

• detail 
• central idea 

 

 
• illustration 
• theme  

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Using a communication device, identify a detail from a familiar story. 
• Given a list of details, identify those that relate to a familiar story. 
• Given an array of choices, select an illustration that represents the central idea of a familiar story. 
• Given a short passage from a familiar story, identify the theme or central idea from a list of choices. 
• Given an array of choices, select an illustration that represent the central idea of the story and point out two details in the illustration that are discussed 

in the story. 
• Given an array of choices, determine which best represents the theme of the story and then choose two details from the story that relate to the theme. 
• Given a short passage from a familiar story, determine the central idea and then highlight details in the text that relate to the central idea. 
• Given a passage from an unfamiliar short story, determine the central idea and then identify details in the text that relate to the central idea. 

 
 

Real World Connections:    
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• Reading reviews from the app store, book jackets, movie/TV shows 
• Reading labels (clothes, medicine, cleaners, and food) 
• Share information about an event attended, a book read, etc. 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592  
• Main Idea http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skill_builders/main_idea_theme_language_arts_third_3rd_grade.htm 
• Main Idea and Activities http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/comprehension/mainidea/grownups.weml 
• PowerPoint on Understanding Theme in Literature http://curriculum.austinisd.org/la/resources/documents/LA_Literary_Theme_Analysis.pdf 
• Finding the Message: Grasping Themes in Literature http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2011/02/helping-students-grasp-themes-in-

literature 
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Standard RL.6.3:  Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes, as well as, how the characters respond or change as the plot 
moves toward a resolution. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.3:  Identify how a character responds to a challenge 
in a story. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.3:   
• Compare two characters in a familiar story. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.3:   
• Determine how two or more story elements are related. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can identify an event in a familiar story or drama. 
• I can identify a significant event in a story or drama. 
• I can identify the episodes or significant events in a story or drama. 
• I can recount a story’s beginning, middle, and end, highlighting the significant events or episodes in each part. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• episode 
 

• significant 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Given two or more choices (e.g., illustrations or objects), respond to indicate any choice that is an event that occurred in a familiar story. 
• Identify a significant event involving a favorite character in a familiar story by selecting from a choice of illustrations. 
• Select or recall one significant episode or events. 
• Given a text projected on an interactive white board, highlight the significant events throughout the story. 
• Given a list of episodes or events from a story, identify those that are significant. 
• Recount significant episodes that occur at the beginning, middle, and end of a story (e.g., In superhero movies, good guy meets bad guy, bad guy almost 

defeats good guy, then good guy defeats bad guy.). 
• Recount the beginning, middle, and end of a story and select from choices the most significant episodes in the story. 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Retell a story in own words 
• Restate or order one’s schedule or task sequence 
• Reflect on personal behavioral choices in a particular situation 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592  
• Emotional worksheet series http://autismteachingstrategies.com  
• Hundred Dresses Lesson Plan for Examining How Characters Respond to Challenges  
• http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/hundred-dresses-lesson-plan 
• Character Background Information and Activities 
• http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/storyelements/character/grownups.weml 
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Standard RL.6.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.4:  Determine how word choice changes the 
meaning of a text. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.4:   
• Determine the intended meaning of multi-meaning words in a text. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.4:   
• Determine the meaning of simple idioms and figures of speech as they 

are used in a text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can recognize a repeated expression used in text. 
• I can recognize when a simple idiom or figure of speech is used in text. 
• I can determine the meaning of simple idioms and figures of speech as they are used in a text. 
• I can explain the meaning of simple idioms and figures of speech as they are used in a text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• idioms 
 

• phrase 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

•  
Instructional Examples: 

• During shared reading of a familiar text, signal when a phrase is repeated in a text. 
• Given an illustrated page from Amelia Bedelia projected on an interactive white board, highlight the part of the text (figurative language) that matches 

Amelia’s actions. 
• During shared reading, signal the teacher to indicate that an idiom has been used or seek clarification. 
• Act out the true meaning of idioms as they appear in books like More Parts. 
• Given three true meanings of idioms, determine which idioms the meanings match during a shared reading of Monkey Business. 
• After reading multiple sections of Raining Cats and Dogs, determine which idioms match which true meanings. 
• During a shared reading of Monkey Business, explain the idiom depicted on each page. 
• After reading books like In a Pickle, explain the meaning of two or more idioms. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Playing games that include word manipulation (Scrabble, Boggle, Upwords) 
• Being able to understand conversation involving slang, idioms 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Idioms http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/readingfun3-6/readingfun_idioms.htm  
• Mad Glibs www.madglibs.com  
• Connotation and Denotation: How Word Choice Affects a Paragraph 

http://teach.clarkschools.net/jbernhard/Literacy_Web/WritingResources/ConnotationDenotationLessonGrade8DOEOhio.pdf 
• Connotation: Effective Word Choice http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/connotation-effective-word-choice 
• Traits for Writing:  Word Choice and Voice http://traitsforwriting.wikispaces.com/Word+Choice+and+Voice 
• Peggy Parish Amelia Bedelia 
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Standard RL.6.5:  Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza 
fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of 
the theme, setting, or plot. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.5:  Determine the structure of a text (e.g., story, 
poem, or drama). 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.5:   
• Identify story element that undergoes change from beginning to end. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.5:   
• Compare the structure of two or more texts (e.g., stories, poems, or 

dramas). 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can provide a repeated word, phrase, or sentence from a familiar poem or story. 
• I can select or provide a sentence that completes the overall structure of a text. 
• I can determine how a sentence, paragraph, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of the text. 
• I can explain how a sentence, paragraph, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of the text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• predictable 
• scene  

 
• stanza  

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Say the repeated line in a familiar story or poem. 
• Uses a voice output communication device to provide a repeated word that appears at the end of each line in a familiar poem. 
• During shared reading of a story, identify a possible missing sentence from given choices that is not a repeated line but is predictable based on the 

overall meaning or structure of the text.  
• Given a familiar poem projected on an interactive whiteboard with a line or stanza missing, identify the missing part from an array of choices. 
• While reading a familiar story, provide a sentence that is not a repeated line but is predictable based on the overall meaning or structure of the text. 
• Given a variety of examples of different scenes from a play, explain how they fit together to create the overall structure of the play. 
• Given the stanza from a poem, organize them and explain how they go together using words like first, then, last. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Understanding the organization of text to locate needed information (newspaper, cookbook) 
• Play a game (Guess Who, Clue) 
• Make an item by following directions (model airplane, origami, building a bird house, etc.)  
• Giving Directions 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Shel Silverstein Poems http://faculty.weber.edu/chansen/humanweb/projects/MeghanUng/poems.htm  
• Text Structure www.literacyleader.com   
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Standard RL.6.6:  Explain how an author develops the point of view of a 
narrator or speaker in a text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.6:  Identify words or phrases in the text that 
describe or show what the narrator or speaker is thinking or feeling. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.6:   
• Determine the point of view of the narrator. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.6:   
• Compare the points of view of two or more characters or narrators in a 

text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify the narrator when a character is narrating the story. 
• I can identify the narrator. 
• I can use an example from a text to describe the point of view of the narrator. 
• I can explain the point of view of the narrator using examples from the text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• main character 
• first-person 
• point of view 

 

 
• narrator 
• third-person 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• When presented with a picture representation of the main character in the story, identify them as the person telling the story. 
• Presented with pictures of the main characters from a story, identify who tells the story. 
• Select words from the text to show whether the narrator is telling the story from a first-person or third-person point of view. 
• Select descriptive words or illustrations from a text to describe the point of view of the narrator of a story. 
• Use a voice output device to restate a specific line from a text as an example of the point of view of the narrator. 
• Use a voice output device to state the point of view of the narrator and then point to a specific line in the text as an example. 
• Select words from the text to show whether the narrator is telling the story from a first-person or third-person point of view. 
• Select descriptive words or illustrations from a text to describe the point of view of the narrator of a story. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Illustrate feelings 
• Identify emotion 
• Read body language and facial/nonverbal expressions 
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• Listen/accept another person’s point of view 
• Accept constructive criticism  

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Point of view http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/o/pointofviewl.cfm  
• Emotional worksheet series http://autismteachingstrategies.com 
• Examining Point of View http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/point-of-view/ 
• Show, Don’t Tell:  A Whiteboard Lesson http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/show-dont-tell-whiteboard-writing-lesson 
• Analyzing Point of View: The Big Bad Wolf http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/show-dont-tell-whiteboard-writing-lesson 
• Author’s Perspective and Point of View http://instructional-

strategies.www.esu13.org/modules/locker/files/get_group_file.phtml?gid=1519722&fid=13791338&sessionid=0bebe43e7bbaef8991d7ac3d6c9f26d5 
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Standard RL.6.7:  Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, 
drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the 
text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text 
to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.7:  Compare the experience of reading or listening 
to a written story, drama or poem with the experience of watching video or 
live performance of the same text. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.7:   
• Identify illustrations, tactual or multimedia elements that add to 

understanding of a text. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.7:   
• Compare a text version of a story, drama, or poem with an audio, 

video or live version of the same text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can recognize the text version of a story, drama, or poem that matches the audio, video, or live version. 
• I can identify one way that a text version of a story, drama, or poem is like an audio, video, or live version. 
• I can compare a text version of a story, drama, or poem with an audio, video, or live version of the text. 
• I can compare and contrast a text version of a story, drama, or poem with an audio, video, or live version of the text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• compare 
• similarities 
• sensory 
• drama 
 

 
• contrast 
• differences 
• poem 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After watching a video presentation of a familiar story, identify the book that tells the same story. 
• Select from a list, one thing that is the same between text and in audio, video, or live version. 
• Read a book and watch a video, then describe what they liked and did not like about the different presentations. 
• Indicate preferences for forms of presentation by comparing and contrasting what is liked and disliked about the two presentations (e.g., I liked _____ 

because I could see _____ in my mind/on the screen). 
• Indicate similarities and differences in sensory experiences between a book and a video version of the same text. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Being able to distinguish preference between book or movie portrayals of a story 
• Make choices related to day to day interaction 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Compare/Contrast; Similarities/Contrasts http://freelanguagestuff.com/similarities-and-differences/  
• Storyline Online http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
• Pearson Books http://www.wegivebooks.org/ 
• YouTube Videos  http://www.youtube.com/ 
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Standard RL.6.8:  Not applicable to Literature 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.8:  Not applicable to Literature 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.8:   
• Not applicable to Literature  

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.8:   
• Not applicable to Literature  

 
I Can Statements: 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

 
 

 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
 

Real World Connections:    
 
Resources: 
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Standard RL.6.9:  Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., 
stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their 
approaches to similar themes and topics. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.9:   Compare and contrast stories, myths, or texts 
with similar topics or themes. 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.9:   
• Compare stories, myths, or texts with similar topics or themes. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.9:   
• Compare a fictional time, place, or character in one text with the same 

time, place, or character portrayed in a historical account. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can recognize the text version of a story, drama, or poem that matches the audio, video, or live version. 
• I can identify one way that a text version of a story, drama, or poem is like an audio, video, or live version. 
• I can compare a text version of a story, drama, or poem with an audio, video, or live version of the text. 
• I can compare and contrast a text version of a story, drama, or poem with an audio, video, or live version of the text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• compare 
• similarities 
• sensory 
• drama 
 

 
• contrast 
• differences 
• poem 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After watching a video presentation of a familiar story, identify the book that tells the same story. 
• Select from a list one thing that is the same between the two. 
• Read a book and watch a video, then describe what they liked and did not like about the different presentations. 
• Indicate preferences for forms of presentation by comparing and contrasting what is liked and disliked about the two presentations (e.g., I liked _____ 

because I could see _____ in my mind/on the screen). 
• Indicate similarities and differences in sensory experiences between a book and a video version of the same text. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Understanding the similarities and differences between name brand and generic items to make an informed decision (prescription drugs, clothes, food) 
• Complete an interest inventory to determine learning style 
• Comparison shopping 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Compare/Contrast; Similarities/Contrasts http://freelanguagestuff.com/similarities-and-differences/  
• Text to text graphic organizer http://ilove2teacher.blogspot.com/2012/03/leaving-tracks-of-my-thinking.html  
• Compare and Contrast Different Versions/Representations of the Same Stories/Events/Fables  
• http://www.internet4classrooms.com/grade_level_help/literature_compare_contrast_language_arts_fourth_4th_grade.htm 
• Comparing and Contrasting Little Red Riding Hood Stories http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/3814 
• Compare and Contrast Fables  http://mhschool.com/lead_21/grade4/ccslh_g4_rl_1_3b_l2.html 
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Standard RL.6.10:  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.6.10:   Demonstrate understanding of text while 
actively reading or listening to stories, dramas, or poetry. 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RL.5.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding of text while engaged in individual or 

group reading of stories, dramas, and poems. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding of text while actively engaged in reading 

or listening to stories, dramas, and poetry. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can demonstrate understanding of stories, dramas, or poetry while reading. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of an orally presented stories, dramas, or poetry. 

   
Key Vocabulary: Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 

system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Listen to a story, drama, or poem and answer related questions.  
• Read a given story, drama, or poem and answer related questions.  

 
Real World Connections:     

• All media 
• Read for pleasure 

 
Resources: 

• All resources from previous standards in Reading Literature. 
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Standard RI.6.1:  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly a well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.1:   Analyze a text to determine what it says explicitly 
as well as what inferences should be drawn. 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.1:   
• Identify words in the text to answer a question about explicit 

information. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.1:   
• Analyze text to identify where information is explicitly stated and 

where inferences must be drawn. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can answer a question about explicit information provided in the text. 
• Given multiple sentences from informational text, I can find a fact. 
• I can analyze a text to determine what it says explicitly as well as what inferences should be drawn. 
• I can analyze a text to identify the information that is used in making an inference. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
• detail 
• illustration 
• fact 

 
• explicit information 
• implicit information 
• infer/inference 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Boardmaker 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Respond to a question about a detail from an illustration in the text by answering “yes” or “no” or using a switch to indicate whether each of two options 

is correct. 
• Respond to a question about the text by indicating through a turn of the head or eye gaze whether each of two options is correct. 
• Through auditory or tactile sources, identify a fact. 
• Using pictures, illustration, etc., identify a fact. 
• Share, point, tell, or gesture to communicate specific facts from informational text. 
• Given a list of explicit and implicit information from a story, sort information into information that was stated directly and information that must be 

inferred. 
• After viewing or hearing information demonstrated in a pie chart, select one piece of evidence from the information provided directly and information 

that must be inferred. 
• Share, point, tell, or gesture to communicate specific facts from informational text. 
• Select a correct answer to an inferential question, and then highlight the information in the text that supports the inference. 
• After making an inference while reading a text, underline the information that was used in making the inference. 
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Real World Connections:     
• Interpreting information from graphs in print or digital form (newspapers, graphs/tables, magazine articles, internet sites) 
• Summarize a passage/article 
• Reading a menu and making a choice 
• Reading/Following a list of steps 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Kids Planet http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/map.html 
• Compare/Contrast; Similarities/Contrasts http://freelanguagestuff.com/similarities-and-differences/ 
• Inferences  http://www.k12reader.com/reading-activities-for-making-inferences/  
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Standard RI.6.2:  Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed 
through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.2:  Determine the main idea of a passage and details 
or facts related to it. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.2:   
• Identify the main idea of a text when it is not explicitly stated. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.2:   
• Determine two or more central ideas in a text. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can identify an important detail from informational text. 
• Given sentences from a text, I can identify a central idea. 
• I can determine the central idea of a short passage and details or facts related to it. 
• Given a text, I can determine several details or facts that support their choice of the central idea. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• detail 
• central idea 
• fact 

 
• historical passage 
• illustration 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Dragon Speak or other voice activated software 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• During shared reading of an informational text, point, tell, or gesture to communicate when an important detail is stated. 
• Through auditory or tactile sources, identify a central idea of an informational text. 
• After reading a historical passage, use pictures, illustrations, etc. to identify a central idea of a passage. 
• When asked, “What was the passage about?”, student selects a central idea from the choices provided. 
• After reading or listening to a historical passage (e.g., Revolutionary War), select picture or word cards that provide details indicating the main idea and 

then select an illustration from the passage that depicts a related fact (e.g., George Washington in uniform). 
• When asked, “What was the passage about?”, student selects an answer from choices provided and indicate a fact or detail about it from the passage. 
• When asked, “What in the passage said what it was about”, student selects facts or details about the central idea from choices provided. 
• When asked, “What was the passage about?”, student selects an answer from choices provided and indicate several facts or details about it from the 

passage. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Reading reviews from the app store, book jackets, movie/TV shows 
• Reading labels (clothes and food) 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Informational Text http://mrnussbaum.com/readingpassageindex/  
• Labels  http://depts.washington.edu/pku/PDFs2/ReadingLabelsWorksheet.pdf  
• Nutrition labels www.nourishinteractive.com/nutrition-tools-healthy-family/parents-food-labels-nutrition-facts-tool  
• Clothing labels  http://www.textileaffairs.com/docs/laundrycurriculum.pdf 
• Bookshare www.bookshare.org  
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Standard RI.6.3:  Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is 
introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or 
anecdotes). 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.3:  Identify a detail that elaborates upon individuals, 
events, or ideas introduced in a text. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.3:   
• Compare two individuals, events, or ideas in a text. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.3:   
• Determine how two individuals, events, or ideas in a text are related. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can identify an event in a familiar text. 
• I can identify an example of important information from text. 
• I can identify the progression of a key individual, event, or idea throughout an informational text. 
• I can describe the progression of a key individual, event, or idea throughout an informational text. 

 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
• character 
• Harriet Tubman 

 

 
• significant event 
• conductor 
• Underground Railroad 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• During shared reading of a science text, use a single message voice output device to indicate when an idea is stated. 
• Respond to indicate whether a choice is an event that occurred in a familiar informational text. 
• Identify what happens to a character at the beginning or end of the story using customary communication modes. 
• Given two choices, identify an event that was most important in the life of Harriet Tubman from the text. 
• Given three significant events from text out of order, put them in order. 
• Answer questions about the order of historical events (e.g., What significant events happened to Harriett Tubman first/then/next that lead to her 

decision to run away?). 
• Use examples from the text to show how Harriet Tubman became a conductor on the Underground Railroad. 

 
 
 

Real World Connections:    
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• Following directions to complete a task, cooking activity, etc. 
• Summarize a TV show/movie 
• Virtual tour of museum or other historical event 
• Field trip to a museum 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592  
• Informational Text http://mrnussbaum.com/readingpassageindex/  
• Summarizing mini lessons  http://www.teacher2teacherhelp.com/reading-strategies/summarizing-mini-lessons-and-practice-activities/  
• Bookshare www.bookshare.org  
• Audible books www.audible.com  
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Standard RI.6.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.4:  Determine how word choice changes the 
meaning of a text. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.4:   
• Determine the meanings of domain-specific words and phrases. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.4:   
• Determine how words or phrases are used to persuade or inform a 

text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can recognize a repeated expression used in text. 
• I can recognize when a simple idiom or figure of speech is used in text. 
• I can determine the meaning of simple idioms and figures of speech as they are used in a text. 
• I can explain the meaning of simple idioms and figures of speech as they are used in a text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• expression 
• figure of speech 

 
• idiom 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• During shared reading of a familiar text, signal when a phrase is repeated in a text. 
• During shared reading, signal the teacher to indicate that an idiom has been used or seek clarification. 
• After hearing a weather report, determine the meaning of “it’s raining cats and dogs” as “pouring/heavy rain”. 
• Determine the meaning of “acid burns like fire” as “hot”. 
• Explain the meaning of a figure of speech used in a science text to convey the meaning of a word (e.g., “Roots are like straws to take in water – it’s not 

really a straw; stems are like sticks that hold the plant up – it’s not really a stick.”). 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Enjoyment of music, poetry, books 
• Understanding slang/peer talk 
• Accepting criticism or redirection 
• Social skill training 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Idioms http://www.idiomsite.com/#z   
• Figurative Language http://www.sturgeon.k12.mo.us/elementary/numphrey/subjectpages/languagearts/figuresofspeech.html 
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Standard RI.6.5:  Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or 
section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the 
development of the ideas. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.5:  Determine how the title fits the structure of the 
text. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.5:   
• Determine if a text tells about events, gives directions, or provides 

information on a topic. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.5:   
• Determine how a fact, step, or event fits into the overall structure of 

the text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify an illustration that fits into the overall theme of the text. 
• I can identify a sentence from the overall structure of the text. 
• I can describe how an element of the text fits into the overall structure of the text. 
• I can determine how a sentence, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of the text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• illustration 
• title 
• stanza 

 
• informational text 
• predictable 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Point to an illustration in a text. 
• Given a direction, point to a sentence that tells the most important thing to do. 
• After reading a passage, select a title that is appropriate and fitting. 
• In a set of directions, describe what they would do if a step were left out. 
• Given the title of an informational text, find a sentence in the text that repeats the title. 
• Describe how a passage in Travels with Charley adds to understanding what John Steinbeck thought about America 
• Communicate the predictable word or phrase in a text that has a predictable pattern. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Scrapbooking-summarize and title the page 
• Follow a recipe 
• Prioritize a list of tasks to be completed 
• Look at headlines/pictures in newspaper or magazine 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Following Auditory Directions: http://www.makinglearningfun.com/themepages/FollowingDirectionsDirectory.html 
• Identifying Text Structure www.ereadingworksheets.com/text-structure-worksheets/identifying-text-structure-1.pdf  
• Main Idea Quiz: http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/comprehension/mainidea/grownups.weml 
• Build a Paragraph Hamburger style www.youtube.com  
• Shel Silverstein Where the Sidewalk Ends 
• Magazines/Newspapers 
• Bookshare www.bookshare.org  
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Standard RI.6.6:  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and 
explain how it is conveyed in the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.6:  Identify words or phrases in the text that describe 
or show the author’s point of view. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.6:   
• Compare two books on the same topic. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.6:   
• Determine an author’s purpose or point of view. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can point to a picture that shows what happened in a text designed to recount an event. 
• I can identify a word that represents the purpose of a text. 
• I can use an example from a text to describe the author’s purpose or point of view. 
• I can explain why the author wrote the text, citing examples. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• real-life event 
• persuade 
• discuss 
• recount 

 

 
• argue 
• report 
• explain 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Using a story recounting a real-life event (e.g., a class field trip to a local museum) read by the teacher, point to a picture showing what happened. 
• Choose a word that represents what they learned from a report on a real-life event. 
• Given a paragraph about a tornado, choose a word from the paragraph that describes what the author thinks about tornados (e.g., scary, exciting). 
• Choose from three words to describe the author’s point of view from a historical text. 
• Sort different types of text by their purposes (e.g., to inform, to argue or persuade, to discuss, to tell people how to do something, to explain, to report, 

to recount.) 
• Provide reasons for a newspaper article on a tornado, showing where the text conveys it (e.g., to inform people about an event, to tell people how to be 

safe during a tornado). 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Understanding that point of view is not a matter of right or wrong 
• Point of view should be supported by evidence (fact, logic, reason) 
• Use the Internet appropriately 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Persuasion http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil/pages/listpersuasid.html  
• Point of view 6.6 http://vimeo.com/55957325 
• Character scrapbook http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/scrapbook  
• Point of View Activities: http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/search/?query=author%27s+point+of+view 
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Standard RI.6.7:  Integrate information presented in different media or 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent 
understanding of a topic or issue. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.7:  Find similarities in information presented in 
different media or formats as well as in text. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.7:   
• Locate information in print or digital sources. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.7:   
• Compare a text to an audio, video or multimedia version of the same 

text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify information from one source/text. 
• I can identify information from media and other formats of text that are about similar topics. 
• I can integrate information from different media and formats of texts. 
• I can integrate information from different media to develop understanding of a topic. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• media 
• informational text 
• combine 

 

 
• collage 
• compare 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Identify an idea from text heard or read. 
• Recall a phrase from an informational text. 
• Recall a phrase from a media presentation. 
• Compare a text with a video version of the same text to identify ways that the text is the same as the video. 
• After reading the passage and watching a video, use magazine pictures to create a collage to represent the information. 
• Compare/combine information from a video and a passage on the same topic to make a statement about the topic. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Compare a print advertisement to a radio/TV commercial 
• Compare a book to a movie/TV show 
• Listen to a book on tape 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Informational Text http://mrnussbaum.com/readingpassageindex/  
• eSpark Learning 6.RI.7  www.youtube.com  
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Standard RI.6.8:  Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.8:  Distinguish claims in a text supported by reason. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.8:   
• Identify the relationship between a specific point and supporting 

reasons in an informational text.  

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.8:   
• Determine how a claim or reason fits into the overall structure of an 

informational text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can recognize a claim in a text. 
• I can identify claims in a text. 
• I can distinguish claims in a text supported by reason. 
• I can distinguish claims supported by a reason from those that are not. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• author 
• informational text 
• advertisement 

 
• claim 
• reasons/evidence 
• commercial  

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Point to an ad in a newspaper. 
• During shared reading of an informational text, use a switch, a nod, or answer “yes” or “no” when the teacher asks, “Did the author say…?” 
• Recognize what an ad is attempting to sell. 
• Point out a claim based upon the use of quotation marks. 
• Using an article from the newspaper, identify the claims supported by a reason by highlighting or marking the words. 
• Identify a claim in an article and find the reasons or evidence in the piece to support the claim and identify a claim that is not supported. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Utilize ads to identify the claim then determine the best buy 
• Play Clue or Guess Who 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Informational Text http://mrnussbaum.com/readingpassageindex/  
• Claim in a text 6.8 http://vimeo.com/55951303 
• Fact vs. Opinion http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/free-reading-worksheets/fact-and-opinion-worksheets/ 
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Standard RI.6.9:  Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events 
with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same 
person). 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.9:   Compare and contrast how two texts describe 
the same event. 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.9:   
• Compare and contrast details gained from two texts on the same topic. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.9:   
• Compare and contrast how different texts on the same topic present 

the details. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify information from one source/text. 
• I can identify information from media and other formats of text that are about similar topics. 
• I can integrate information from different media and formats of texts. 
• I can integrate information from different media to develop understanding of a topic. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• media 
• informational text 
• combine 

 

 
• collage 
• compare 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Identify an idea from text heard or read. 
• Recall a phrase from an informational text. 
• Recall a phrase from a media presentation. 
• Compare a text with a video version of the same text to identify ways that the text is the same as the video. 
• After reading the passage and watching a video, use magazine pictures to create a collage to represent the information. 
• Compare/combine information from a video and a passage on the same topic to make a statement about the topic. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Compare one student’s report on an event with another student’s report on the same event (movie, text, game, etc.) 
• Comparison shopping 
• Read and compare reviews of products (print, digital) 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Informational Text http://mrnussbaum.com/readingpassageindex/  
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Standard RI.6.10:  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of the range. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.6.10:   Demonstrate understanding while actively 
reading or listening to literary nonfiction. 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.RI.5.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding of text while actively engaged in shared 

reading of history/social studies, science, and technical texts. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding while actively reading or listening to 

literary nonfiction. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can demonstrate understanding of nonfiction text while reading. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of an orally presented nonfiction text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Listen to a story and answer related questions. 
• Read a given selection and answer related questions. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• All media 
• Read for pleasure 

 
Resources: 

• All resources from previous standards in Reading Informational Text. 
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Standard W.6.1:  Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence.   

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 
b. Support claims(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using 

credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among 
claims(s) and reasons. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the 

argument presented. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.6.1:   Write claims about topics or texts.   
a. Write a claim about a topic or text. 
b. Write one or more reasons to support a claim about a topic or text, 
c. N/A 
d. N/A 
e. N/A 

 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.1:   
• Write opinions about topics or text.   

a. Introduce a topic or text and state an opinion about it. 
b. Provide reasons to support the opinion. 
c. N/A 
d. N/A 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.1:   
• Write claims about topics or texts.   

a. Introduce a topic or text and write one claim about it. 
b. Write one or more reasons to support a claim about a topic or 

text. 
c. N/A 
d. N/A 
e. N/A 

 
I Can Statements EE.W.6.1:   

• I can, with guidance and support, state a claim. 
• I can, with guidance and support, write a claim and support it with one reason. 
• I can, with guidance and support, write a claim and support it with reasons. 
• I can write a claim and support it with reasons. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.W.6.1: 

• claim 
• for/against 
• story elements 

 
 

 
• support 
• exaggerated claim 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
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Instructional Examples EE.W.6.1:   
• Work with an adult to select a message to program on a single message voice output device and then use the device to state a claim (e.g., “This is gonna 

work.”). 
• After a discussion of student interests and school rules, complete a repeated sentence frame to write a claim by writing the appropriate word in the 

blank (e.g., We need <claim> because <supportive reason>.  We need recess because fun.  We need gum because good.  We need talk because friends.).  
After each statement, the teacher leads group in identifying claim and discussion of reason. 

• Write a claim with guidance (e.g., The student tells a peer, “ice cream every day” and the peer supports the student in writing the claim by stretching out 
the sounds in words so the student can type letters in word prediction software and select the appropriate word from the list.). 

• Following a teacher-led discussion about something important to students, generating written reasons and discussion for and against the claim on an 
interactive whiteboard, make a claim for one position or the other and then support the claim, using and expanding on the available vocabulary and 
evidence on the interactive whiteboard (e.g., The student writes, chew gum in school, relax, work harder or not chew gum in school, stick on desk, noisy 
chew). 

• Using a writing template created by the teacher in a talking word processor, fill in a blank to write a claim and to complete more sentences to support 
the claim (e.g., The student completes the sentence I think we need more computers.  And then, the student completes more sentences to give reasons, 
We need more computers because we don’t have enough. We have six students.  We only have two computers.). 

• Following reading and discussion of tall tales, make an exaggerated claim and use story elements discussed to support the claim. 
• Write about something important to them and support it with reasons (e.g., The student writes, need recess an then supports the claim by writing good 

for me, friends, tired.). 
Real World Connections:     

• Letters 
• Advertisements 
• Sales  
• Understanding exaggerations  
• Knowing when a story is blown out of proportion  

Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Writing A-Z  http://www.writinga-z.com/ 
• PBS Kids http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks 
• Advertising Game http://www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/advertising.html 
• Write Away http://jc-schools.net/writeaway/prompts.html 
• Aims Web Writing prompts https://aimsweb.pearson.com/ 
• Wordle http://www.wordle.net/ 
• Claims http://vimeo.com/55951303 
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Standard W.6.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using 
strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about 
or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the 

information or explanation presented. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.6.2:   Write to share information supported by details.   
a. Introduce a topic and write to convey ideas and information about it 

including visual, tactual, or multimedia information as appropriate. 
b. Provide facts, details, or other information related to the topic. 
c. NA 
d. NA 
e. NA 
f. NA 

 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.2:   
• Write to share information supported by details.   

a. Introduce a topic and write to convey information about it 
including visual, tactual, or multimedia information as 
appropriate. 

b. Provide facts, details, or other information related to the topic. 
c. NA 
d. NA 
e. NA 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.2:   
• Write to share information supported by details.   

a. Introduce a topic and write to convey ideas and information 
about it including visual, tactual, or multimedia information as 
appropriate. 

b. Provide facts, details, or other information related to the topic. 
c. NA 
d. Select domain-specific vocabulary to use in writing about the 

topic. 
e. NA 
f. NA 

I Can Statements EE.W.6.2:   
• I can participate in shared writing to convey ideas and information including facts, details, or other information. 
• With guidance and support, I can write to convey ideas and information clearly including fact and details. 
• I can write to convey ideas and information including facts and details. 
• I can write to convey ideas and information including facts, details, and other information. 
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Key Vocabulary: 
• support 
• topic 

 
• facts 
• details 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples EE.W.6.2: 
• Select illustrations to include in the shared writing project. 
• Use a yes/no switch to indicate support for an idea or something a peer says should be included in the shared writing. 
• Work with peers to write a report on a science topic (e.g., The student writes about climate and the kinds of clothing we wear in different weather.). 
• Write about information learned in science on an assigned topic. 
• Write a short report about an assigned topic including facts about the topic. 
• Given a familiar scenario, write about the details. 
• Write a short report on a self-selected topic, provide facts about the topic, and add details and information discussed in class related to the facts. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Write effectively to communicate with others 
• Write a friendly letter 
• Write a telephone message 
• Make an introduction 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  www.readwritethink.org 
• Photo Dictionary http://photographicdictionary.com/ 
• Educational Dictionary-Thesaurus http://www.wordsmyth.net/ 
• Intro topic, facts, details http://vimeo.com/55966243 
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Standard W.6.3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing 
a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey 
sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and 
sensory language to convey experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or 
events. 

 

Essential Element EE.W.6.3:   Write about events or personal experiences.   
a. Write a narrative about a real or imagined experience introducing the 

experience and including two or more events. 
b. NA 
c. Use words that establish the time frame. 
d. Use words that convey specific details about the experience or event. 
e. NA 

 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.3:   
• Write about events or personal experiences.   

a. Write about an experience or event including three or more 
events in sequence. 

b. NA 
c. NA 
d. NA 
e. NA 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.3:   
• Write about events or personal experiences.   

a. Write a narrative about a real or imagined experience 
introducing the experience, at least one character, and two or 
more events. 

b. NA 
c. Use temporal words (e.g., first, then, next) to signal order. 
d. Use words that describe feelings of people or characters in the 

narrative. 
e. NA 

 
I Can Statements EE.W.6.3: 

• With guidance and support, I can communicate about a personal experience. 
• With guidance and support, I can introduce the experience or situation, at least one character, and two or more events in sequence. 
• I can introduce the experience or situation, at least one character, and two or more events in sequence. 
• I can introduce the experience or situation, multiple characters, and multiple events in sequence. 
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Key Vocabulary: 
• sequence 
• characters 
• non-fiction text 

 
• personal experience 
• artifact 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples EE.W.6.3: 
• Having seen a photo from a field trip, use a multi-message device to communicate about the experience (Go farm. Happy.), which the teacher will write 

below the photo and read aloud as the student observes. 
• With the support of an adult who gets the student’s remnant book and turns the pages, select an artifact from the remnant book (e.g., movie ticket) and 

then use signs and gestures to say, “me go” which the adult writes on a sticky note and reads aloud and sticks on the page in the book.   
• After reading and discussing a non-fiction text, identify key actors and events from a list on an interactive whiteboard, and write about them using a 

template (e.g., This text is about <event>. The colonists <did what two things> because <what were they mad about>.). 
• With guidance and support from a teacher who guides the students through each step of writing, write about a personal experience (e.g., going siping 

{shopping}). 
• After reading and discussing a non-fiction text, generate group notes in visual planning software (e.g., Kidspiration), convert those visual notes into a 

written outline in the software, and expand those notes to write about an event (e.g., Boston Tea Party), the situation (tea tax), the actors (colonists), 
and the actions (got on ships, threw tea in harbor). 

• Write about a personal experience (e.g., make bns {brownies}), writing about himself (me) and mom (mom), and including two events (cook, eat). 
• After reading and discussing a non-fiction text, write about an event (e.g., Boston Tea Party), the situation (tea tax), the actors (colonists), and the 

actions (got on ships, threw tea in harbor). 
• Write about a personal experience (e.g., Go to movies), writing about oneself (me) and friends (JT and K), and including multiple events (go in car. buy 

popcn {popcorn}. sit fnt {front}). 
Real World Connections:     

• Create a scrapbook or personal experiences using photos and writing. 
• Communicate information about events of the day each p.m., via, voice, pictures, written word, or communication devise. 
• Share a personal experience each a.m. with staff or peer using communication mode appropriate to student. 
• Create a picture resume with text to match photo action. 

Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Earth Link Writing Prompts  http://home.earthlink.net/~jhholly/pnarrative.html 
• Study Zone http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/a/personalexpl.cfm 
• Remnant Book Information http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/files/how-to-handouts/RemnantBooks_000.pdf 
• Events/Narratives http://vimeo.com/55954402 
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Standard W.6.4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in 
standards W.6.1, W.6.2, and W.6.3) 
 

Essential Element EE.W.6.4:   Produce writing that is appropriate for the task, 
purpose, or audience.   
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.4:   
• Produce writing that is appropriate for an explicitly stated task or 

purpose. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.4:   
• Produce writing that is appropriate for the task, purpose, or audience.   

 

I Can Statements: 
• With guidance and support, I can produce writing for a variety of purposes. 
• With guidance and support, I can produce writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose, or audience. 
• I can produce writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose, or audience. 
• I can produce writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose, and specific audience. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• task 
• purpose 
• make a request 
• research report 
• supporting information 

 

 
• audience 
• e-mail 
• e-pal 
• thank you note 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• With guidance and support, use a letter-writing template to write an e-mail to an e-pal. 
• With guidance and support, write to respond to a direction. 
• With guidance and support, write to make a request. 
• With guidance and support, write to sign name. 
• Use a ready-made set-up in multimedia software to write a short research report filling in the topic and two facts related to it. 
• Use a letter-writing rubric or set of reminders to write a thank you note. 
• Following the reading of a text with a predictable structure and content (e.g., Yo Yes), create new text following the structure and content (e.g., Play 

ball? Okay.). 
• Write a note to a friend. 
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• Write an e-mail to Mom and Dad about something needed for school. 
• Write a poem that has the desired language structure and content. 
• Write the schedule for the day. 
• Write a short research report stating the topic and providing supporting information as required by the assignment. 
• Write a thank you note. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Email 
• Write a schedule 
• Write a request 
• Write a letter 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Fun English Games  http://www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/letters.html  
• Produce for Audience http://vimeo.com/55966096 
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Standard W.6.5:  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.6.5:    With guidance and support from adults and 
peers, plan before writing and revise own writing.   
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.5:   
• With guidance and support from adults and peers, plan before writing 

and revise own writing by adding more information.    
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.5:   
• With some guidance and support from adults and peers, plan before 

writing and revise own writing by adding more information. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, write. 
• I can, with guidance and support, plan by brainstorming to strengthen own writing. 
• I can, with guidance and support, plan by brainstorming and revise own writing by adding more information. 
• I can, with guidance and support, plan writing and revise writing using the editing process. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• feedback 
• revise 
• edit 

 
• brainstorm ideas 
• details 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• With guidance and support from an adult, use partner-assisted scanning with two switches to direct the adult to say each letter of the alphabet (“Tell me 

the next one.”) and write desired letters (“Write that one for me.”). 
• With guidance and support from peers, select words from a word bank for writing. 
• Work with the teacher and peers in writing groups to listen to each group member respond (“What I liked best about your writing…,” “One question I 

have is…?”, and “One suggestion I have is…”), and use that feedback to revise draft with teacher guidance. 
• Work with peers to brainstorm ideas for writing, and put the information in graphic organizer software. 
• Work with the teacher to read something the students have already written and brainstorm ideas of things to add to strengthen the writing. 
• After reading a science text, work with a classmate to take notes in graphic organizer software.  Then convert the graphic representation into an outline 

and use word prediction software with a specific topic dictionary to complete the L column of a KWL chart.  Finally, share it with peers and revise based 
on their feedback. 

• After working with peers to brainstorm ideas for writing with the information in graphic organizer software, use the software to transform the organizer 
into an outline and ad to the ideas in the outline. 
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• After working with the teacher to brainstorm ideas for writing, they are then entered in a word bank for the students to use when writing, and add more 
information to own writing after sharing and getting suggestions from peers. 

• After reading a science text, take notes in graphic organizer software, convert the graphic representation into an outline, and use word prediction 
software with a specific topic dictionary, to complete the L column of a KWL chart, share it with classmates, and revise based on their feedback. 

• After working with the teacher to brainstorm ideas for writing, use a personal word bank to write, interact with the teacher for feedback, and edit own 
writing based on the feedback. 
 

Real World Connections:     
• Utilize prewriting graphic organizers 
• Use editing available in technology 
• Create a student  personalized dictionary 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Revise Writing  http://vimeo.com/55954399  http://vimeo.com/55965890  http://vimeo.com/55966102 
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Standard W.6.6:  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in 
a single sitting. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.6.6:    Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce writing while interacting and collaborating with others.   
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.6:   
• With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, 

including the Internet, to produce writing while interacting and 
collaborating with others.    

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.6:   
• Use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing to interact 

and collaborate with others.    
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, use technology to participate in group writing projects. 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing while interacting and collaborating with others. 
• I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing while interacting and collaborating with others. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• Internet 
• notes 

 
• collaborate 
• relevant 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Use a camera to capture pictures that are then used in a story being developed by a small group and indicate “yes” or “no” when asked if accompanying 

text written by the group seems on target. 
• Use a switch (if they choose) to say “I like that.” when asked by group members what they think of pictures and text being developed by a small group. 
• Work with a group of peers to complete a research project, selecting images from the Internet and writing about the topic using talking word processors 

with peers, helping the student stretch out the sounds in words to type words using word prediction software. 
• Working with an adult, navigate the Internet to identify images to use in writing about a self-selected topic and interact with the teacher about each 

image and copy/paste selected pictures into writing project. 
• In a science lesson, after visiting websites designated by the teacher, use talking word processor to draft notes and then share what was learned with 

peers. 
• Use a teacher-created or teacher-identified website to learn about a topic with a peer, take notes in graphic organizer software, convert the graphic 

organizer to an outline, and co-author a summary. 
• Select images from the Internet and write about the images (e.g., using a talking word processor and word prediction software) and share what is 

learned with classmates. 
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• Navigate the Internet (e.g., using screen reader software), identify information about the selected topic, and use the information to write (e.g., using a 
talking word processor with an alternative keyboard), and share what was learned with classmates. 

• In a science lesson, after visiting a topically relevant website, use a talking word processor to draft notes, and then share what was learned with peers. 
• Work with a peer to use a website to learn about a topic, take notes in graphic organizer software, convert the graphic organizer to an outline, and co-

author a summary. 
 

Real World Connections:     
• Google Docs 
• Social Media (Facebook, Pinterest, Instagram, Blog, etc.) 
• Learn personal information for future form completion 
• Leisure activities that encourage interaction 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
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Standard W.6.7:  Conduct short research projects to answer a question, 
drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.6.7:  Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question.   
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.7:   
• Conduct short research projects using two or more sources.    

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.7:   
• Conduct research projects to answer a question based on multiple 

sources of information.    
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can participate in group research and writing activities. 
• With guidance and support, I can conduct research to answer a question based on one source of information. 
• I can conduct research to answer a question based on two or more sources of information. 
• I can conduct research to answer a question based on several sources of information. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• source of information 
• facts 

 
• webpage 
• relevant information 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Explore two webpages with peers using a screen read, choose one piece of information from each, type letters about them while a peer types short 

notes and reads them aloud. 
• Use a multiple message voice output device to ask questions programmed by the teacher (e.g., “What does it say?  Is that good?  Should we look at 

something else?”) that guide the group in completing the research project. 
• During a shared reading/writing lesson, use a single message voice output device to say “Write that down,” when the teacher reads information that is 

important, and listen and observe as the teacher reads it aloud and points to the words. 
• Given a text displayed on an interactive whiteboard, work with a peer to identify two facts to include in a group research project. 
• Use a webpage and a word bank provided by the teacher to answer questions in slot-filler sentences to write about information found (e.g., The teacher 

creates a ready-made set-up for the interactive whiteboard that first presents a question, then presents a webpage that includes the answer, and a word 
bank with fill-in-the-blank sentences to support writing.  The student reads the question and webpage using the screen reader and then writes an 
answer to the question using the word bank.). 

• Research two webpages provided by the teacher to locate answers to questions on an assigned topic (e.g., The teacher creates a ready-made set-up for 
the interactive whiteboard that first presents a question, then presents a webpage that includes the answer, the student reads the question, the 
webpage, and then writes an answer to the question, then advances to the next webpage and repeats.). 
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• Research two texts provided by the teacher to answer questions on an assigned topic (e.g., The teacher asks students to identify the habitat and eating 
habits of prey and gives students two texts that have the answers in it.  Students read the texts in order to find the answers.). 

• Use sticky notes to mark pages in several books where there is relevant information (e.g., What led to the Boston Tea Party?), and then write that 
information in a group research project. 

• Conduct research using the Internet to gather information from several sources on a topic assigned by the teacher (e.g., The teacher asks students to 
identify the habitat and eating habits of prey and the student reads multiple websites to identify the information before writing the answer.). 
 

Real World Connections:     
• Note Taking 
• Look up movie times, store hours, etc. 
• Use the library 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Research Projects 
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Standard W.6.8:  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 
sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic 
bibliographic information for sources. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.6.8:  Gather information from multiple print and 
digital sources that relates to a given topic.   
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.8:   
• Gather and sort relevant information on a topic from print or digital 

sources into given categories.    
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.8:   
• Identify quotes providing relevant information about a topic from 

multiple print or digital sources.    
 

I Can Statements: 
• With guidance and support while engaging in shared reading of a text, I can identify words related to a topic. 
• With guidance and support, I can identify quotes on a given topic from a familiar print or digital source. 
• I can identify quotes from print or digital sources that provide information about a topic. 
• I can select quotes from print or digital sources that provide information about a topic. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• quotes 
 

• text 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• During shared reading, given a list of words (some of which are included in the text), identify those that are relevant. 
• Use a single message voice output device during shared reading to say, “That’s one” when the teacher reads words related to the given topic, and the 

teacher adds the words to a book chart, reading them aloud as the student observes and listens. 
• After engaging in shared or guided reading of a text about a given topic, identify quotes from the book that relate to the topic. 
• After engaging in shared or guided reading of a text about a given topic, identify quotes that did and did not come from the text. 
• Given a selection of quotes from a text on a given topic, identify which quotes specifically address the topic and, following teacher-led discussion, write 

what they mean. 
• Given a book, mark informative quotes with sticky notes and write notes on the information they provide. 
• Given a passage projected on an interactive whiteboard, highlight portions that provide information about the topic and write notes on the information 

they provide. 
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Real World Connections:     
• Use ads to develop a grocery list 
• Use print and internet to explore career opportunities 
• Use print and other media for comparison shopping 

 
Resources: 

• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/Kidspiration  
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592  
• Kids Planet http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/map.html  
• Multiple Resources  http://vimeo.com/55965888 
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Standard W.6.9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and 
contrast texts in different forms or genres {e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories} in terms of their approaches to 
similar themes and topics”). 

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing 
claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that 
are not.”). 

 

Essential Element EE.W.6.9:  Use information from literary and informational 
text to support writing.   

a. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 6 Reading Standards to literature 
(e.g., “Compare a text version of a story, drama, or poem with an 
audio, video, or live version of the text.”). 

b. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 6 Reading Standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Can produce an argument by logically 
organizing the claims and the supporting reasons and evidence.”). 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.9:   
• Use information from literary and informational text to support 

writing. 
a. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 5 Reading Standards to 

literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two characters in the 
story.”). 

b. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 5 Reading Standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Use specific reasons and evidence 
for supporting specific points in an informational text.”).    
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.9:   
• Use information from literary and informational text to support 

writing. 
a. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 7 Reading Standards to 

literature (e.g., “Recognize the difference between fictional 
characters and nonfictional characters.”). 

b. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 7 Reading Standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Use relevant and sufficient evidence 
for supporting the claims and argument.”).    

 
I Can Statements EE.W.6.9.a: 

• With guidance and support, I can participate in shared writing activities that follow up shared reading activities. 
• With guidance and support, I can apply Essential Elements of Grade 6 Reading Standards to literature (e.g., Compare a text version of a story, drama, or 

poem with an audio, video, or live version of the text.”). 
• I can apply Essential Elements of Grade 6 Reading Standards to literature (e.g., Compare a text version of a story, drama, or poem with an audio, video, 

or live version of the text.”). 
 
I Can Statements EE.W.6.9.b: 

• With guidance and support, I can participate in shared writing activities that build on shared reading activities. 
• With guidance and support, I can apply Essential Elements of Grade 6 Reading Standards to informational text (e.g., Distinguish claims in a text 

supported by reason.”). 
• I can apply Essential Elements of Grade 6 Reading Standards to informational text (e.g., Distinguish claims in a text supported by reason.”). 
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Key Vocabulary W.6.9: 
• defend 
• differences 
• exaggerated 

 
• Venn diagram 
• similarities 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 
 

Instructional Examples W.6.9.a: 
• During shared reading of text projected on an interactive whiteboard, indicate with “yes” or “no” whether they think highlighted text chosen by peers is 

important and listen as peers defend choice in text. 
• During a shared reading/writing lesson, use a single message voice output device to say, “Write that down,” when the teacher reads a detail or idea that 

is important and listens and observes as the teacher writes the words and reads them aloud. 
• After reading a poem and listening to the poet read it aloud, with teacher guidance and support, complete notes in a Venn diagram in graphic organizer 

software, listing what is unique to the two experiences and what is the same. 
• After reading two versions of the Cinderella story, complete a same/different chart with teacher guidance and support, listing similarities and differences 

in the two sources. 
• Write words or phrases from a list to identify what is the same between a text and a video of the same story. 
• After reading a poem and listening to the poet read it aloud, complete notes in a Venn diagram in graphic organizer software, listing what is unique to 

the two experiences and what is the same. 
• After reading two versions of the Cinderella story, complete a same/different chart, listing similarities and differences in the two sources. 
• After reading a book and watching a video version of the same story, write to describe what they like and did not like about the different presentations 

(e.g., like pictures in book, like to watch movies). 
 
 
Instructional Examples W.6.9.b: 

• During shared reading of text projected on an interactive whiteboard, indicate with “yes” or “no” whether they think highlighted text chosen by peers is 
important and listen as peers defend choice in text that is important to include in group writing. 

• During a shared reading/writing lesson, use a single message voice output device to say, “Write that down,” when the teacher reads information that is 
important, and then listen and observe as the teacher writes it and reads it aloud. 

• Using an article from the newspaper, write the words or phrase that stated a claim and what makes them reasonable (e.g., Young children should not be 
left home alone. – Not safe.  Scary.  Homework help.). 

• With guidance and support, write a claim found in an ad and determine what makes it exaggerated. 
• With guidance and support, using an article from the newspaper, write the words or phrase that stated a claim and what makes them reasonable (e.g., 

Young children should not be left home alone. – Not safe.  Scary.  Homework help.). 
• Write a claim found in a website ad and list reasons it is exaggerated. 
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Real World Connections:     
• Work cooperatively and collaboratively with others 
• Comparing: compare the grocery list to what is already in the cabinets then deciding what needs to be purchased 
• Deciding what information needs to be recorded in note-taking 
• Taking messages 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Student Interactive Writing at Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org/classroom-resources/grade/7-8/?popular 
• Circle Journals  
• Support Writing 
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Standard W.6.10:  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.6.10:  Write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.W.5.10:   
• Write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.10:   
• Write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

I Can Statements:  
• I can, with guidance and support, communicate routinely in ways that are linked to writing for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
• I can, with guidance and support, write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
• I can routinely write for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• audience 
 

 
• purpose 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Personal writing dictionary 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Using partner-assisted scanning and a photo from a recent instructional activity, select letters which the partner writes down and rereads aloud (letters 

and/or words). 
• Using a multiple message voice output device and given modeling from an adult communication partner, communicate feelings which are written by the 

teacher into a Feelings book. 
• Using a multiple message voice output device and given modeling from an adult communication partner, use the device to make comments during 

shared reading which are added to a written summary of the text. 
• Using a keyboard, adapted as needed, with full access to the alphabet and some key vocabulary from the discipline-specific tasks, write an e-mail about 

that day’s instruction for an absent classmate. 
• With guidance and support, write labels to go with a display for a group research project. 
• Using a rubric or set of criteria and word prediction software to type and send an e-mail to a friend. 
• Using a preprogrammed word bank and additional full alphabet access on the computer, write a note to include in the home-school notebook. 
• Write labels to go with a display for a group research project. 
• Send an e-mail to a friend 
• Write a note to include in the home-school notebook. 
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Real World Connections:      
• Journaling 
• Email/text/social media 
• Sending cards and notes to others 
• Writing to do lists 
• Organizing and labeling 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Write Routinely 
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Standard SL.6.1:  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required 
material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, 
and define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by 
making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 
discussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of 
multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing. 

 

Essential Element EE.SL.6.1:   Engage in collaborative discussions. 
a. Come to discussions prepared to share information. 
b. With guidance and support from adults and peers, follow simple, 

agreed-upon rules for discussions and contribute information. 
c. Ask and answer questions specific to the topic, text, or issue under 

discussion. 
d. Restate key ideas expressed in the discussion. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.SL.5.1:   
• Engage in collaborative discussions. 

a. Come to discussions prepared to share information. 
b. Carry out assigned role in a discussion. 
c. Ask questions related to information in a discussion. 
d. Make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to 

the remarks of others. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.1:   
• Engage in collaborative discussions. 

a. Come to discussions prepared to share information. 
b. With guidance and support from adults and peers, follow 

simple, agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out 
assigned roles. 

c. Remain on the topic of the discussion when answering 
questions or making other contributions to a discussion. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others in a 
discussion. 

 
I Can Statements EE.SL.6.1.a: 

• With support, I can review pictures, symbols, objects, or artifacts to use in a discussion. 
• I can prepare for discussions. 
• I can prepare for discussion through prior study. 
• I can prepare for discussions through prior study combined with the preparation of notes or other support materials. 
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I Can Statements EE.SL.6.1.b: 
• When prompted, I can add prepared information to a discussion. 
• I can contribute to classroom discussions. 
• With guidance and support from adults and peers, I can follow simple, agreed-upon rules for discussions and contribute information. 
• I can follow simple, agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

 
I Can Statements EE.SL.6.1.c: 

• I can answer questions during a discussion using preprogrammed or practiced responses. 
• I can answer questions about the topic under discussion. 
• I can ask and answer questions specific to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
• I can ask and answer questions specific to the topic, text, or issue under discussion and include details when answering questions. 

 
I Can Statements EE.SL.6.1.d: 

• With support, I can identify a key issue after the discussion. 
• I can identify key ideas expressed in the discussion. 
• I can restate key ideas expressed in the discussion. 
• I can restate key ideas expressed in the discussion including own ideas. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.SL.6.1: 

• discussion 
• messages 
• list 
• topic 

 

 
• spontaneously 
• literature circle 
• key idea 
• current events 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Social Stories 
• Power Cards 

 

Instructional Examples EE.SL.6.1.a: 
• Prior to participating in a discussion, preview pre-stored messages on a multiple message communication device with a peer. 
• Prior to participating in a discussion on a science topic, interact with a variety of illustrations or objects related to the topic (e.g., look at a picture of 

Stonewall Jackson before the teacher discusses the Battle of Bull Run). 
• Prepare for a discussion, by making a list of ideas, words, or information to share. 
• Prepare for a discussion by preprogramming or organizing messages on a voice output communication device. 
• Get ready for a discussion with peers by completing a specific assignment on a shared topic (e.g., Find a fact about rocks.). 
• Prepare for a discussion by using the Internet to view information on the topic to be discussed. 
• Prepare for a discussion about a science topic by watching a video on the topic prior to the discussion. 
• Get ready for a discussion on a science topic by watching a video while marking key ideas on a listening guide provided by the teacher. 
• Get ready for a discussion with peers by reading a text, highlighting the important parts, or writing key ideas on sticky notes. 
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Instructional Examples EE.SL.6.1.b: 
• When prompted, look at a picture drawn in preparation for the discussion and tell the group about it. 
• Use a single message voice output device to add to a discussion when asked. 
• Add to the discussion when directly prompted to (e.g., “Tell us what you think.”). 
• Use a multiple message voice output device to add comment during a discussion offered spontaneously without attention to rules. 
• Given an object to help the group insure that only one student is talking at a time, listen while peers are talking and share own ideas when holding the 

object. 
• Having been assigned a role for a literature circle discussion, fulfill the role with support from peers in the group. 
• Per the class norms for discussion, use “I” statements, wait for a peer to finish before talking, and restate when asked. 
• Having been assigned a role for a literature circle discussion, fulfill a role in the group. 

 
Instructional Examples EE.SL.6.1.c: 

• During a discussion, select from consistently used/generic overlays to respond to questions. (e.g., “I know,” “That’s right,” “No way,” “I’m not sure.”). 
• During a discussion, respond to a question by looking at a symbol from an array that has been used to rehearse the question prior to the discussion. 
• During a discussion, respond to a question using a message on a single message voice output device. 
• During a discussion, respond to a question by combining symbols on a multiple message voice output device. 
• During a discussion, respond to a question using a message on a multiple message voice output device. 
• Respond to others when addressed during a discussion. 
• During a discussion with peers about current events, ask specific questions (e.g., “What happened to him?”) and answer questions (e.g., “Have you ever 

been there?”). 
• During a discussion with peers about a text, ask specific questions about the comments of peers (e.g., “Why did she do that?”) and answer questions 

when asked by peers (e.g., “What do you think?”). 
• During a discussion with peers about current events, ask specific questions (e.g., “What happened to him?”) and answer questions with details (e.g., 

“Lots of animals in the park. Bear. Buffalo.”) 
• During a discussion with peers about a text, answer specific questions about the topic and provide details. 

 
Instructional Examples EE.SL.6.1.d: 

• After a discussion from which the teacher creates an audio recording of the key ideas that are shared, identify from the recording a key idea. 
• After a discussion from which the teacher creates a visual display of the key ideas that are shared, identify from the visual display a key idea. 
• After participating in a discussion during which the teacher lists ideas, identify those from the list that were key to the discussion 
• After participating in a discussion, identify from a list of statements the key ideas that were discussed. 
• After a discussion about the results of a science experiment, use a multiple message voice output device to restate key ideas. 
• After a discussion about a book chapter, restate two key ideas when the teacher asks, “Tell me two important things to remember about the chapter.” 
• After a discussion about the results of a science experiment, use a multiple message voice output device to restate key ideas including own ideas (e.g., 

“Lincoln was president in the Civil War. Lincoln was a great president.” 
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• After a discussion about a book chapter, restate two key ideas when the teacher asks, “Tell me two important things to remember about the chapter.”  
Then, respond correctly when the teacher asks, “What key ideas did you think of?” 
 

Real World Connections:     
• Conversation etiquette (turn taking, respect others’ point of view, stay on topic) 
• Social Skill Training 
• Table Manners 
• Recognize personal positive attributes 
• Soft skills on the job 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Conversation Etiquette http://autismteachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Talk-to-mom-dad-sister-worksheets1.pdf  
• Readers Reread and Annotate to Prepare for Discussions with Peers http://vimeo.com/55957329 
• Ensuing Accountable Talk http://vimeo.com/55950928 
• Collaborative Discussion:  Common Core Basics http://www.lessonplanet.com/article/teacher-resources/collaborative-discussion-common-core-basics-

for-back-to-school 
• Collaborative Discussions: Get a Grasp of the Common Core (Videos) https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/common-core-collaborative-discussions 
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Standard SL.6.2:  Interpret information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a 
topic, text, or issue under study. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.6.2:    Identify information presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) that relates to a topic, text, or 
issue under study. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.SL.5.2:   
• Identify the explicitly stated main idea of a text presented orally or 

through other media. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.2:   
• Identify details related to the main idea of a text presented orally or 

through other media. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can match a missing element to the appropriate oral, visual, or multimodal display. 
• I can identify graphic, oral, visual, or multimodal displays that relate to a topic or text. 
• I can identify information presented in graphic, oral, visual, or multimodal formats that relates to a topic or text. 
• I can describe how information presented in graphic, oral, visual, or multimodal formats relates to a topic or text. 

 
 
Key Vocabulary: 

• animation 
• oral 
• graphic 

 
• media 
• visual 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Given a picture of a leaf from a plant, identify the photo from which the leaf is missing. 
• Given a choice of three words, select the appropriate word to complete a sentence a teacher reads from a familiar text. 
• When shown an array of animations (e.g., a plant growing), identify one that relates to the topic. 
• When shown several illustrations from an informational text, identify one that relates to the topic being discussed. 
• When shown an animation (e.g., a plant growing), identify the information that is depicted (e.g., seed planted, roots grow, stem forms, etc.). 
• When shown an illustration to support a topic being discussed in class, point to various parts of the illustrations that relate to the topic. 
• When shown a graphic organizer completed by the group displaying the main idea and details from a book, describe how the details relate to the main 

idea. 
• When shown an illustration to support a topic being discussed in class, point to various parts of the illustrations and tell how it relates to the topic 
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Real World Connections:     
• Follow a Power Point presentation 
• Complete a planner (day, week, month) 
• Use  a weekly job chart 
• Organize photos in album or use photo app 
• Play board games (Scattergories, Monopoly, Guess Who, Clue, Uno, Bingo) 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Interactive diagram collaboration https://cacoo.com  
• Evaluating Credibility of Sources https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wpDm3zSQn8xgfsM4k53MKXopO9YshbFp7og9LZmDN6Y/edit?pli=1 
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Standard SL.6.3:  Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.6.3:  Identify the reasons and evidence supporting the 
claims made by the speaker. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.SL.5.3:   
• Identify the reasons and evidence supporting a specific point. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.3:   
• Determine whether the claims made by a speaker are fact or opinion. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can recognize the speaker. 
• I can identify the main point a speaker makes. 
• I can identify points that the speaker makes to support an argument or claim. 
• I can identify the argument or claim a speaker makes and the points that support it. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• speaker 
 

• guest speaker 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Nod or otherwise acknowledge the speaker when directly addressed. 
• Face toward the speaker while he or she is speaking. 
• Establish eye gaze with speaker when spoken to. 
• After listening to the principal explain the new rules about lunch and provided with three choices (e.g., new rules, change of lunch menu, expected 

behavior in the lunch room), identify the new rules as the main point of the principal’s comments. 
• When given three choices (e.g., community-based recycling: {1} is important for everyone, {2} saves resources, and {3} reduces waste.), indicate, when 

asked, that the speaker’s main point was that community-based recycling is important for everyone. 
• After listening to the principal explain the new rules about lunch, tell two reasons why the rules were changed. 
• When asked why the speaker thinks community-based recycling is important, identify two points the speaker gave. 
• When a guest speaker leaves the class, tell the teacher what the speaker talked about (e.g., “Community-based recycling is important.”) and points the 

speaker gave to support it.  
 

Real World Connections:     
• Discriminate between fact and opinion, right and wrong 
• Evaluate advertisements and commercials 
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• Conversations 
• Social Skills throughout environments 
• Advocate at IEP meeting 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Author’s Purpose/Fact & Opinion www.thatquiz.org/tq/previewtest?S/D/M/S/83811323406681 
• Helping Students Distinguish Between Fact and Opinion Handy Handouts www.handyhandouts.com 
• Is That a Fact?  http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2005/05/03/is-that-a-fact/ 
• Grade 5 ELA Common Core Instruction:  Making a claim using two texts with similar themes http://www.engageny.org/resource/common-core-

instruction-making-a-claim-using-two-texts-with-similar-themes 
• Debate a Side http://www.literacyta.com/literacy-skills/debate-side 
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Standard SL.6.4:  Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and 
using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or 
themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.6.4:  Present findings on a topic, including 
descriptions, facts, or details. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.SL.5.4:   
• Report on a familiar topic or text or present an opinion including 

related facts. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.4:   
• Present findings on a topic including relevant descriptions, facts, or 

details. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can indicate a detail from a presentation on a selected topic. 
• I can present findings including details related to familiar, personally relevant topic. 
• I can present findings including descriptions, facts, or details related to a topic. 
• I can present own findings including descriptions facts, or details related to a topic. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• gesture 
• details 
• topic 

 
• media 
• hobby 
• facts 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• During a media presentation, vocalize or gesture to communicate when a detail is stated. 
• Use a switch to indicate whether a detail was in a recent media presentation. 
• Show the class own collection and tell details related to it. 
• After working with a group to create a presentation on hobbies, present one or two details. 
• After working with an adult to create a report on a self-selected topic, present the report including a clear statement of the topic and facts related to it. 
• After working with a group to create a presentation on rocks and minerals, present the findings including details regarding the rocks and mineral 

samples that are being passed around the class. 
• Using a multimedia presentation on an interactive whiteboard, present self-selected pictures of rocks and minerals, and present facts or details about 

each. 
• State the topic of one’s own presentation and share specific descriptions of facts and details related to the topic. 
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Real World Connections:     
• Engage in IEP meetings 
• Create a newspaper article 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Analyzing a Text http://usatodayeduate.com/wordpress/wp-content/files/5_Analyzing_text.pdf 
• Newspaper Template www.educatorstechnology.com 
• Printing Press www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/printing-press-30036.html 
• Kidnapped by UFO’s http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/education/activities/2306_aliens.html 
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Standard SL.6.5:  Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, 
music, and sound) and visual displays on presentations to clarify information. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.6.5:  Select an auditory, visual, or tactual display to 
clarify the information in presentations. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.SL.5.5:   
• Select or create audio recordings and visual/tactile displays to enhance 

a presentation. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.5:   
• Select or create audio recordings and visual/tactile displays to 

emphasize specific points in a presentation. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can select from an array of appropriate auditory, visual, or tactual display to accompany a presentation. 
• I can select an auditory, visual, or tactual display to accompany a presentation. 
• I can select an auditory, visual, or tactual display to clarify the information in presentations. 
• I can create an auditory, visual, or tactual display to enhance and clarify information in the presentations. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• quartz rocks 
• rocks 
• minerals 
• tree 

 
• plants 
• feline 
• corn 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Given a choice of two quartz rocks, choose one for the group to pass around to the audience during their presentation on rocks and minerals. 
• Given a choice of three pictures of plants, choose one for the group to use in its presentation on plants. 
• Selects pictures or illustrations of plants to accompany a presentation on the parts of plants. 
• Choose a display from a provided array related to the topic of the presentation, such as a picture of a cat, to go with a presentation on felines. 
• Select illustrations or photos that show the parts of plants and clearly differentiate each part from the others. 
• Select from a gallery, a display to use in a presentation that shows different foods derived from corn. 
• Create a playlist of music to enhance and clarify the information in a presentation. 
• In a presentation about different types of trees, make a drawing that shows the similar parts of all trees. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Scrapbooking 
• Visual conversation boards (see resources) 
• Create a story with sound effects 
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• Nature Walk (collect specimens from different plants and trees) 
• Advocating at IEP – Start process for self-directed IEP 
• Name and explain disability and its impact on his/her life 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Visual Conversation Boards http://autismteachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Talk-to-mom-dad-sister-worksheets1.pdf 
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Standard SL.6.6:  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.6.6:  Use formal and informal language as appropriate 
to the communication partner. 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.SL.5.6:   
• Differentiate between contexts that require formal and informal 

communication. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.6:   
• Communicate precisely (i.e., provide complete information) or 

efficiently (i.e., telegraphic communication) as required by the context, 
task, and communication partner. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• With support as needed, I can use symbolic language to communicate informally with others. 
• I can use formal and informal language. 
• I can use formal and informal language as appropriate to the communication partner and situation. 
• I can shift between formal and informal language as appropriate to the communication partner and situation. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• picture symbol 
• formal language 
• informal expression 
• direct question 

 

 
• comment 
• informal language 
• phrase 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Social Stories 

Instructional Examples: 
• Hand an object to a teacher to communicate a choice in activities. 
• Select a picture symbol to communicate a choice in activities. 
• Revise comment using formal language when asked to say something another way. 
• Use phrases and informal expressions in responding to peers. 
• Respond formally to questions posed by unfamiliar others. 
• Use formal language to present information and then shift to informal language to respond to feedback from peers when done. 
• Revise comment using formal language when clarification of informal language is requested. 
• At the beginning of a class period, chat informally with peers but shift to formal language when the teacher begins the class and asks a direct question. 
• When talking with adults and peers in a group, shift between informal language to casually agree with comments and formal language to state own 

opinion.  
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Real World Connections:     
• Role play behaviors and conversation in situations (work, formal dining, museum, etc.) 
• Social skills training 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Teaching Perspective http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-point-view-with-789.html 
• I am the Dog, I am the Cat by Donald Hall 
• Flying Solo by Ralph Fletcher 
• Readers Reread and Annotate to Prepare for Discussions with Peers http://vimeo.com/55957329 
• Partners Discuss Different Perspectives http://vimeo.com/55957322 
• Ensuing Accountable Talk http://vimeo.com/55950928 
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Standard L.6.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, 
possessive). 

b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and 

person. 
d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or 

ambiguous antecedents). 
e. Recognize variations from Standard English in their own and others’ 

writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to improve 
expression in conventional language. 

 

Essential Element EE.L.6.1:   Demonstrate Standard English grammar and 
usage when communicating. 

a. Use personal pronouns (e.g., he, she, they) correctly. 
b. Use indefinite pronouns. 
c. NA 
d. NA 
e. NA 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.L.5.1:   
• Demonstrate Standard English grammar and usage when 

communicating. 
a. NA 
b. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular 

verbs (e.g., went, sat, ate, told). 
c. NA 
d. Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and 

interjections in general and their function in particular 
sentences. 

e. Use frequently occurring conjunctions: and, but, or, for, 
because. 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.1:   
• Demonstrate Standard English grammar and usage when 

communicating. 
a. NA 
b. Produce complete simple sentences when writing or 

communicating. 
c. NA 

 

I Can Statements EE.L.6.1:   
• With guidance and support, I can use me to refer to self. 
• I can use personal pronouns correctly to refer to self (e.g., I, me, we). 
• I can use personal pronouns (e.g., he, she, they) correctly. 
• I can use names and pronouns interchangeably when communicating about specific people, places, or things. 
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Key Vocabulary EE.L.6.1:   
• self 
• pronoun 

 

 
• groups 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples EE.L.6.1:   
• With guidance and support, answer questions using I or me to refer to oneself (e.g., Students are waiting in line for a turn and the teacher asks, “Who is 

next?” The student responds, “Me!” using words or single message voice output device.  
• With guidance and support, make requests for oneself as I or me (e.g., The teacher is passing out materials for a project and asks, “Who wants one?” and 

support the student in placing hand on chest to sign, me. 
• Use a switch or step-by-step with sentence frames that use I, me, and we to refer to oneself and groups that include oneself (e.g., Write simple text with 

a sentence frame, “We are…”). 
• Use I, me, or we to refer to oneself in written communication (e.g., Write simple text with a repeated sentence frame, “I like…”). 
• Use I or we when speaking about oneself (e.g., The teacher asks, “Who wants to go?”, and the student replies, “Me!”). 
• Identify self and others in the classroom through corresponding pronouns. 
• Use names and pronouns when talking to a peer about another student (e.g., The student is talking about another student and says, “John got cake.”  

The teacher replies, “He did?  Did he like it?”  The student replies, “Yeah, he liked it.”). 
 

Real World Connections:     
• Communicate verbal or written information accurately (e.g., share about a TV show/movie/book, relay a message accurately) 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.6.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. 

b. Spell correctly. 

Essential Element EE.L.6.2:   Demonstrate understanding of conventions of 
Standard English. 

a. Use question marks at the end of written questions. 
b. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on letter-sound 

relationships and common spelling patterns. 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.L.5.2:   
• Demonstrate understanding of conventions of Standard English. 

a. NA 
b. NA 
c. NA 
d. NA 
e. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on letter-sound 

relationships and common spelling patterns. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.2:   
• Demonstrate understanding of conventions of Standard English. 

a. Use end punctuation when writing a sentence or question. 
b. Spell words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter-

sound relationships and/or common spelling patterns. 
 

I Can Statements EE.L.6.2.a:  
• I can respond to simple questions. 
• I can distinguish between question marks and periods in written text. 
• I can use question marks at the end of written questions. 
• I can write own questions using question marks appropriately. 

 
I Can Statements EE.L.6.2.b:  

• I can demonstrate awareness of letters and words. 
• I can change the onset of words spelled with common spelling patterns to read and spell other words. 
• I can spell unfamiliar words phonetically, drawing on letter-sound relationships and common spelling patterns. 
• I can use complete phonetic representations (initial, final, medial) when spelling untaught words, drawing on common spelling patterns as appropriate. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.6.2:   

• next 
• choice 
• ending punctuation 

 

 
• common pattern 
• phonetically 
• question mark 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
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Instructional Examples EE.L.6.2.a:   
• During shared reading of a text with a repeated line, when the teacher asks, “What happens next?”, use a single message device to say the repeated line. 
• After the teacher provides a choice of two items and asks, “What do you want?”, respond by making a choice. 
• During a shared reading activity, the teacher points to ending punctuation in the text and asks “What is this?” 
• Tells the teacher to use a question mark at the end of a question in a shared writing activity. 
• Write an e-mail to a pen pal and include questions about the pal’s life. 

 
Instructional Examples EE.L.6.2.b:   

• Point to text when asked to show the words to read in a book. 
• Point to letters on a bulletin board in the hallway when asked, “Where are the letters?” 
• Write several words that fit in the same word family with a given word (e.g., cat: bat, fat, pat, sat). 
• Spell man when the teacher reads a word that is spelled with a common spelling pattern (e.g., can), and says, “Use can to help you spell man.” 
• Use a set of key words that have common spelling patterns as a support in spelling unfamiliar words (e.g., uses the keyword back to help spell the word 

rack). 
• Spell words, looking for relationships and/or common spelling patterns (e.g., light is spelled lite). 
• When writing, spell the word luck phonetically (e.g., luk). 
• When writing in a journal, spell the word dragon phonetically (e.g., jragun). 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Write a direction in a complete sentence 
• Take a phone message 
• Make a grocery list 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Punctuation  http://www.englishmaven.org/Pages/Punctuation.htm  
• Punctuation  http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skill_builders/punctuation_language_arts_sixth_6th_grade.htm 
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Standard L.6.3:  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and 
style. 

b. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

Essential Element EE.L.6.3:   Use language to achieve desired outcomes when 
communicating. 

a. Vary use of language when the listener or reader does not understand 
the initial attempt. 

b. NA 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.L.5.3:   
• Use language to achieve desired meaning when communicating. 

a. Communicate using complete sentences when asked. 
b. NA 

 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.3:   
• Use language to achieve desired outcomes when communicating. 

a. Use precise language as required to achieve desired meaning. 
 

I Can Statements EE.L.6.3: 
• I can acknowledge and respond to communication. 
• I can use language to achieve meaning when communicating. 
• I can vary use of language when the listener or reader does not understand the initial attempt. 
• I can vary use of language and provide additional information when the listener or reader does not understand initial communication effort. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.6.3:   

• affect 
• express 
 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Use text to voice software 
• AAC (e.g., Proloquo2Go) 

 
 

Instructional Examples EE.L.6.3:   
• Change affect in response to a communication from someone else – smile, eye gaze, some form of communication. 
• Communicate desired want or need (provided with visuals as needed). 
• Use individual communication system to express feelings. 
• Shift to an AAC system to clarify when speech is used to ask a question but the question is not understood. 
• Restate a comment in a different way when the meaning of the initial comment is unclear.  
• Provide additional information when the initial attempt to communicate is not understood fully. 
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Real World Connections:     
• Sharing needs and wants clearly 
• Restate information so that the listener is able to understand the message accurately 
• On a job, being able to communicate with customer effectively 
• Order from a menu in public 
• Making choices throughout the day, (e.g., I’m hungry, I’m thirsty) 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Affect/Emotion http://www.do2learn.com/activities/SocialSkills/index.html   
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Standard L.6.4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine 
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
 

Essential Element EE.L.6.4:   Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings. 
a. Use context to determine which word is missing from a content area 

text. 
b. Use frequently occurring root words (e.g., like) and the words that 

result when affixes are added (e.g., liked, disliked, liking). 
c. Seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words are 

encountered while reading or communicating 
d. NA 

 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.L.5.4:   
• Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings. 

a. Use sentence level context to determine which word is missing 
from a content area text. 

b. Use frequently occurring root words (e.g., talk) and the words 
that result when word endings are added (e.g., talked, talking, 
talks). 

c. NA 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.4:   
• Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings. 

a. Use context to determine which word is missing from a 
content area text. 

b. Use frequently occurring root words (e.g., like) and the words 
that result when affixes are added (e.g., liked, disliked, liking). 

c. Seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words 
are encountered while reading or communicating 

d. NA  
 

I Can Statements EE.L.6.4.a,b:  
• I can demonstrate an understanding of the meaning of common words. 
• I can match vocabulary to meaning. 
• I can use context to identify which word in an array of content-related words is missing from a sentence. 
• I can use context to determine the meaning of a new word. 
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I Can Statements EE.L.6.4.c:   
• I can ask for help when needed. 
• I can recognize a new word when encountered while reading or communicating. 
• I can seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words are encountered while reading or communicating. 

 
 

Key Vocabulary EE.L.6.4:   
• recycling 
• same meaning 
• unfamiliar 

 

 
• understand 
• questions 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Boardmaker 
• Prolouquo2Go 

Instructional Examples EE.L.6.4.a, b:   
• Identify an object named by an adult (e.g., During a science unit on recycling, student identifies a bottle from a field of three objects when requested.) 
• Match a word to its meaning. 
• Match a picture to word. 
• Complete a maze task. 
• Given a sentence with an underlined word, replace the underlined word with another word that has the same meaning. 

 
 
Instructional Examples EE.L.6.4.c:   

• Indicate a need for assistance through gestures, eye contact or gaze, vocalizations, etc. 
• Indicate “yes” or “no” when asked, “Do you understand?” or “Do you have any questions?” 
• Indicate need for help by raising hand, hitting switch, etc. 
• While reading with a teacher, point to a word indicating that it is the new word they just learned. 
• While reviewing vocabulary for a shared writing activity, and the teacher finishes with a word that is unknown, say, “What?” 
• While reading, point to an unfamiliar word and ask, “What’s that?” 

 
 

Real World Connections:     
• Locating items in a grocery store from picture cues 
• Making choices in a store using picture cues 
• Choosing a preferred activity 
• Identify functional words in the community 
• Visual schedule 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Edmark Functional Words 
• Boardmaker (software designed to link pictures and words) 
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Standard L.6.5:  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 
b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, 

part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words. 
c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with 

similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, 
wasteful, thrifty). 
 

Essential Element EE.L.6.5:   Demonstrate understanding of word relationships 
and use. 

a. Identify the meaning of simple similes (e.g., The man was as big as a 
tree.). 

b. Demonstrate understanding of words by identifying other words with 
similar and different meanings. 

c. NA 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.L.5.5:   
• Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and use. 

a. Use simple, common idioms (e.g., You bet!, It’s a deal., We’re 
cool.). 

b. NA 
c. Demonstrate understanding of words that have similar 

meanings. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.5:   
• Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and use. 

a. Identify the literal and nonliteral meanings of words in context. 
b. Demonstrate understanding of synonyms and antonyms 
c. NA 

 

I Can Statements EE.L.6.5:  
• Given a category, I can sort words. 
• I can identify word relationships. 
• I can interpret similes. 
• I can use similes in writing or communication. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.6.5:   

• sense poem 
• idiom 

 

 
• simile 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• AAC communication 
 

Instructional Examples EE.L.6.5:   
• Select all of the animals from a display. 
• Work with the teacher to select words to complete a sense poem (e.g., The student uses an overlay with five or more items that are yellow and makes 

choices to finish sentences such as, “Yellow tastes like – student chooses a lemon.  Yellow looks like – student points to sun.”). 
• Work with the teacher to make list of words to use instead of “said” when writing. 
• Choose “fast” from word choices when asked what is meant by “The girl ran like the wind.” 
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• Respond “huge,” “really big,” etc. when asked what is meant by “A man was as big as a tree.” 
• Navigate independently to preprogrammed message in an AAC system to tell someone that the bus lift is slow as a snail. 
• Tell the teacher her hands are “as cold as ice” or that he is “hungry as a bear.” 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Use figurative language to make comparison 
• To have more interest in conversation 
• Play Scattegories 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Figurative Language  http://bogglesworldesl.com/simile_worksheets.htm 
• Synonyms/Antonyms http://www.englishmaven.org/Pages/Synonyms%20and%20Antonyms.htm  
• Quizlet http://quizlet.com  
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Standard L.6.6:  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 

 

Essential Element EE.L.6.6:   Use general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases across contexts. 
 

Grade 5 Essential Element EE.L.5.6:   
• Use words acquired through conversations, being read to, and during 

shared reading activities including domain-specific words. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.6:   
• Use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases across 

contexts. 

I Can Statements EE.L.6.6:   
• I can identify pictures and other symbols that represent general academic and domain-specific words. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of general academic and domain-specific words. 
• I can use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
• I can acquire and use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.6.6:   

• vocabulary 
• symbol 
• sort 

 

 
• represents 
• characters 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Boardmaker 

Instructional Examples EE.L.6.6: 
• After the teacher uses photographs to teach new vocabulary, point to a picture that represents a word in the lesson when asked. 
• Select a symbol or picture to represent a word in science. 
• Fill in the blank with a word choice to answer a question about the characters in a story. 
• In a group setting, participate in a graphic organizer activity or discussions (number of responses). 
• Use graphic organizers to generalize and sort old versus new words. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Use environment specific vocabulary in the community (visit to the zoo, grocery store, museum, event) 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Video domain specific vocabulary http://pinterest.com/pin/575334921116662579/ 
• Activities and Games for Vocabulary for Grade 6: http://learni.st/users/421/boards/1981-6th-grade-vocabulary-strategies-common-core-standard-6-l-6  
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General Resources: 
 

http://www.ndcurriculuminitiative.org/  
http://ndcurriculuminitiative.org/common_core 
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/ 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/ 
http://learni.st  
www.fcrr.org 
http://www.sharemylesson.com  
http://readingandwritingproject.com/ 
http://www.time4writing.com/teaching-writing/  
http://tarheelreader.org/  
http://www.readinga-z.com/  
http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
http://www.vocabularya-
z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
Edmark Functional Words 
Boardmaker 
http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/map.html 
http://www.inspiration.com/ 
Aims Web Writing prompts https://aimsweb.pearson.com/ 
http://www.wordle.net/ 
http://autismteachingstrategies.com 
http://www.tumblebooks.com 
 

Grade 6 Resources: 
 
Punctuation  http://www.englishmaven.org/Pages/Punctuation.htm 
Punctuation  
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skill_builders/punctuation_language_arts_si
xth_6th_grade.htm 
Affect/Emotion http://www.do2learn.com/activities/SocialSkills/index.html 
Simile http://bogglesworldesl.com/simile_worksheets.htm 
Synonym/Antonyms 
http://www.englishmaven.org/Pages/Synonyms%20and%20Antonyms.htm 
Video domain specific vocabulary http://pinterest.com/pin/575334921116662579/ 
Activities and Games for Vocabulary for Grade 6: 
http://learni.st/users/421/boards/1981-6th-grade-vocabulary-strategies-common-
core-standard-6-l-6  
Compare/Contrast; Similarities/Contrasts 
http://freelanguagestuff.com/similarities-and-differences/ 
Inferences  http://www.k12reader.com/reading-activities-for-making-inferences/ 
Informational Text http://mrnussbaum.com/readingpassageindex/  
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Clothing labels  http://www.textileaffairs.com/docs/laundrycurriculum.pdf 
Summarizing mini lessons  http://www.teacher2teacherhelp.com/reading-
strategies/summarizing-mini-lessons-and-practice-activities/ 
Idioms http://www.idiomsite.com/#z 
Figure of Speech 
http://www.sturgeon.k12.mo.us/elementary/numphrey/subjectpages/languagearts
/figuresofspeech.html 
Figurative Language  
http://www.sturgeon.k12.mo.us/elementary/numphrey/subjectpages/languagearts
/figuresofspeech.html 
Identifying Text Structure www.ereadingworksheets.com/text-structure-
worksheets/identifying-text-structure-1.pdf 
Main Idea Quiz: 
http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/comprehension/mainidea/grownups
.weml 
Build a Paragraph Hamburger style www.youtube.com 
Point of view 6.6 http://vimeo.com/55957325 
Character scrapbook http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/scrapbook 
Point of View Activities: 
http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/search/?query=author%27s+point+of+
view 
eSpark Learning 6.RI.7  www.youtube.com 
Claim in a text 6.8 http://vimeo.com/55951303 
Fact vs Opinion http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/free-reading-
worksheets/fact-and-opinion-worksheets/  
PBS Kids pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks 
Advertising Game 
http://www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/advertising.html 
Write Away http://jc-schools.net/writeaway/prompts.html 
Read WriteThink  www.readwritethink.org 
Photo Dictionary http://photographicdictionary.com/ 
Educational Dictionary-Thesaurus http://www.wordsmyth.net/ 
Fun English Games  http://www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/letters.html 
Circle Journals 
Student Interactive Writing at Read WriteThink  
wwwreadwritethink.org/classroom-resources/grade/7-8/?popular 
Claims http://vimeo.com/55951303 
Intro Topic, facts, details http://vimeo.com/55966243 
Events / Narratives http://vimeo.com/55954402 
Produce for Audience http://vimeo.com/55966096 
Revise Writing  http://vimeo.com/55954399  http://vimeo.com/55965890  
http://vimeo.com/55966102 
Research Projects 
Multiple Resources http://vimeo.com/55965888 
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Making inferences template http://betterlesson.com/document/84909/go-making-
inferences?from=search 
Emotional worksheet series http://autismteachingstrategies.com 
Idioms http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/readingfun3-
6/readingfun_idioms.htm  
Madlibs www.madglibs.com  
Shel Silverstein Poems 
http://faculty.weber.edu/chansen/humanweb/projects/MeghanUng/poems.htm  
Text Structure www.literacyleader.com 
Point of view http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/o/pointofviewl.cfm 
Compare/Contrast; Similarities/Contrasts 
http://freelanguagestuff.com/similarities-and-differences/ 
Text to text graphic organizer http://ilove2teacher.blogspot.com/2012/03/leaving-
tracks-of-my-thinking.html 
Conversation Etiquette http://autismteachingstrategies.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/06/Talk-to-mom-dad-sister-worksheets1.pdf  
Interactive diagram collaboration https://cacoo.com 
Author’s Purpose/Fact & Opinion 
www.thatquiz.org/tq/previewtest?S/D/M/S/83811323406681 
Helping Students Distinguish Between Fact and Opinion Handy Handouts 
www.handyhandouts.com 
Analyzing a Text http://usatodayeduate.com/wordpress/wp-
content/files/5_Analyzing_text.pdf 
Newspaper Template www.educatorstechnology.com 
Printing Press www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-
interactives/printing-press-30036.html 
Visual Conversation Boards http://autismteachingstrategies.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/06/Talk-to-mom-dad-sister-worksheets1.pdf 
Teaching Perspective http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/teaching-point-view-with-789.html 
I am the Dog, I am the Cat by Donald Hall 
Flying Solo by Ralph Fletcher 
Readers Reread and Annotate to Prepare for Discussions with Peers 
http://vimeo.com/55957329 
Ensuing Accountable Talk http://vimeo.com/55950928 
Collaborative Discussion:  Common Core Basics 
http://www.lessonplanet.com/article/teacher-resources/collaborative-discussion-
common-core-basics-for-back-to-school 
Evaluating Credibility of Sources 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wpDm3zSQn8xgfsM4k53MKXopO9YshbF
p7og9LZmDN6Y/edit?pli=1 
Is That a Fact?  http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2005/05/03/is-that-a-fact/ 

Making Inferences www.teachersnotebook.com/product/MandyLopez/making-
inferences-28-task-cards-recording-sheet-poster-a-game-board  
Making Inferences poster http://pinterest.com/pin/79305643410247270/  
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Grade 5 ELA Common Core Instruction:  Making a claim using two texts with 
similar themes http://www.engageny.org/resource/common-core-instruction-
making-a-claim-using-two-texts-with-similar-themes 
Debate a Side http://www.literacyta.com/literacy-skills/debate-side 
Kidnapped by UFO’s 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/education/activities/2306_aliens.html 
Readers Reread and Annotate to Prepare for Discussions with Peers 
http://vimeo.com/55957329 
Partners Discuss Different Perspectives http://vimeo.com/55957322 
Ensuing Accountable Talk http://vimeo.com/55950928 
Inferring How and Why Characters Change 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/inferring-
characters-change-858.html 
Main Idea 
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/skill_builders/main_idea_theme_language_
arts_third_3rd_grade.htm 
Main Idea and Activities 
http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/comprehension/mainidea/grownups
.weml 
Powerpoint on Understanding Theme in Literature 
http://curriculum.austinisd.org/la/resources/documents/LA_Literary_Theme_Anal
ysis.pdf 
Finding the Message: Grasping Themes in Literature 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2011/02/helping-students-
grasp-themes-in-literature 
Hundred Dresses Lesson Plan for Examining How Characters Respond to 
Challenges  
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/hundred-dresses-lesson-plan 
Character Background Information and Activities 
http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/storyelements/character/grownups.
weml 
Connotation and Denotation: How Word Choice Affects a Paragraph 
http://teach.clarkschools.net/jbernhard/Literacy_Web/WritingResources/Connotat
ionDenotationLessonGrade8DOEOhio.pdf 
Connotation: Effective Word Choice http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-
plan/connotation-effective-word-choice 
Traits for Writing:  Word Choice and Voice 
http://traitsforwriting.wikispaces.com/Word+Choice+and+Voice 
Examining Point of View http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/point-of-view/ 
Show, Don’t Tell:  A Whiteboard Lesson 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/show-dont-tell-whiteboard-writing-
lesson 
Analyzing Point of View: The Big Bad Wolf 
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/show-dont-tell-whiteboard-writing-
lesson 
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Author’s Perspective and Point of View http://instructional-
strategies.www.esu13.org/modules/locker/files/get_group_file.phtml?gid=151972
2&fid=13791338&sessionid=0bebe43e7bbaef8991d7ac3d6c9f26d5 
Compare and Contrast Different Versions/Representations of the Same 
Stories/Events/Fables  
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/grade_level_help/literature_compare_contra
st_language_arts_fourth_4th_grade.htm 
Comparing and Contrasting Little Red Riding Hood Stories 
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/3814 
Compare and Contrast Fables  
http://mhschool.com/lead_21/grade4/ccslh_g4_rl_1_3b_l2.html 
Readers Reread and Annotate to Prepare for Discussions with Peers 
http://vimeo.com/55957329 
A Reading Conference to Support Comprehension http://vimeo.com/55957324 
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English Language Arts     
  
 Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening 

 
 Grade Seven 
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Standard RL.7.1:  Cite several pieces of textural evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.7.1:  Analyze text to identify where information is 
explicitly stated and where inferences must be drawn.  

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.1 :   
• Analyze the text to determine what it says explicitly and what 

inferences must be drawn. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.1:   
• Cite text to support inferences from stories and poems. 

 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify details in the text or pictures that provide the answer to an explicit question about a familiar text 
• I can cite text to support what the text says explicitly 
• I can  analyze text to draw inferences from stories and poems 
• I can  analyze textural evidence to determine what is inferred versus what is explicit 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• inferences 
• analyze 

 
• explicit   

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Given a familiar text projected on an interactive whiteboard, highlight the detail that provides the answer to a simple question. 
• Given a list of details from the story, identify a detail that provides the answer to a simple who question about a familiar text. 
• Identify a detail from a picture or illustration that answers a simple what question about a familiar text using partner-assisted scanning or eye gaze. 
• Point to or highlight or otherwise indicate details in the text in the story that support what the text says explicitly. 
• Select the details from an array of choices that relate to an explicit point about the text. 
• Draw a simple inference from a specific text in a passage (e.g., bad boy). 
• Point to, underline, or highlight the text used when drawing a simple inference about a short passage 
• Cite explicit information (e.g., It rained for three days) and details that support the inference that there will be flooding (e.g., The river was high.  

The people in town were hauling sandbags). 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Advertisements 
• Classifieds 
• Weather related (rain/flooding, high temps/drought) 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard RL.7.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.7.2:  Identify events in a text that are related to the 
theme or central idea. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.2:   
• Identify details in a text that are related to the theme or central idea. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.2:   
• Recount an event related to the theme or central idea, including 

details about character and setting. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify details from a text. 
• I can identify the central idea of a text. 
• I can determine the theme or central idea of a text and identify the details that relate to it. 
• I can determine the relationships of the central idea to the details of a story. 

Key Vocabulary: 
• theme 
• central idea 

 
• summary 
• details 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Given an illustration from a text, point to the aspects of the illustrations that reflect details from the text. 
• Given a list of details (text and/or picture-based, sort them into those that relate to a familiar story and those that do not. 
• Given a graphic organizer displaying the important elements of a story, identify the central idea. 
• Identify the central idea of a text from an array of choices. 
• Given a text projected on an interactive whiteboard, identify the central idea of the text and highlight the details that relate to the central idea. 
• Given a selection of details from a story provided in a graphic organizer, choose the central idea from provided options, and eliminate the details that do 

not relate to it. 
• Choose a title from three options that best reflects the central idea. 
• Given a list of details from a story, identify those that do and do not relate to the central idea. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Plan a “themed” party 
• Following the plot line of a TV show/movie/video game 
• Identify the main idea of a TV show/movie/video game 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Main Idea & Summarizing  

http://www.swcs.us/home/studentlearning/Courses%20of%20Study/PowerStandards/5th%20grade%20resource%20book/5th%20main%20idea/5th%2
0-%20main%20idea.pdf 

• Alternative Book Reports https://jeapordylabs.com 
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Standard RL.7.3: Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact 
(e.g. how setting shapes the characters or plot) 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.7.3:  Determine how two or more story elements are 
related. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.3:   
• Can identify how a character responds to a challenge in a story. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.3:   
• Identify which incidents in a story or drama lead to subsequent action. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can identify one element of a story. 
• I can recognize two elements of a story. 
• I can recognize the relationship between two story elements. 
• I can recognize how events, settings, or other story elements influence the outcome of a story or drama. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• character 
 

• interact 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g. assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Press a Big Mac switch whenever a certain character is mentioned in the story. 
• Point to a picture of the setting  
• Recognize the events and setting of a drama 
• Recognize the characters and the setting of a story. 
• Given the setting (e.g. park), tell or select from choices what the character was doing in that place( e.g. playing) 
• Recognize which characters are a part of which event in a drama 
• Recognize how the setting changes with the events of a story. 
• Given a list of events in a drama, identify those that have the greatest impact on the outcome. 
• Explain how two or more events influence the outcome (e.g., in Hatchet by Gary Paulson, how does the plane crash and the death of the pilot affect how 

the boy finds his way home?) 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Cause and effect relationships related to social skills and choice making 
• Identify main characters and setting of a movie, show, or video game 
• Being able to discuss a movie, show, or video game 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Main Idea & Summarizing  

http://www.swcs.us/home/studentlearning/Courses%20of%20Study/PowerStandards/5th%20grade%20resource%20book/5th%20main%20idea/5th%2
0-%20main%20idea.pdf 

• Alternative Book Reports https://jeapordylabs.com 
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Standard RL.7.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a 
specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.7.4:   Determine the meaning of simple idioms and 
figures of speech as they are used in a text. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.4:   
• Determine how word choice changes the meaning in a text. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.4:   
• Determine connotative meanings of words and phrases in a text. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can identify idioms or simple figures of speech in text. 
• I can state the meaning of idioms or simple figures of speech in text. 
• I can identify a repeated word or phrase. 
• I can identify a pattern of repeated words or phrases. 
• I can use rhyme and other repetition of words and sounds (e.g. alliteration) to support understanding of a poem or a section of a story or drama. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of the use of rhyme and other repetitions of sounds (e.g. alliteration) in a poem or a section of a story or a drama. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• rhyme 
• repetition 

 
• alliteration 
• idiom 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Respond with a repeated phrase at the appropriate time in a story. 
• Identify idioms or simple figures of speech in text. 
• Given a passage from a story, state the meaning of an idiom or a simple figure of speech. 
• Pick out repeated words in a short story. 
• In a shared reading of a poem with a predictable pattern, communicate the predictable word or phrase of the poem. 
• In a shared reading of a passage with a predictable pattern, communicate the predictable word or phrase of a story. 
• Given a passage from a story in which repetition is used, use the repetition of words or phrases in different contexts in the passage to determine the 

meaning of the passage. 
• Use context in a passage or poem where words or passages are repeated, choose a definition of a word or phrases from choices. 
• Determine from an array of choices upcoming words or phrases based on the pattern established by the author such as in a poem by Silverstein. 

 

114



 
 
 
 
 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Understanding slang in conversation 
• Recognize predictable patterns in poetry 
• Recite famous movie lines 
• Play dominos (patterns), follow bead / tile sequences 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• 10 Human Body Idioms http://pinterest.com/pin/2251868536393954/ 
• Ideas for Teaching Idioms http://pinterest.com/pin/425871708482795227/ 
• Pinterest Common Core Ideas http://pinterest.com/search/pins/?q=common%20core%20grade%207 

 

115

http://tarheelreader.org/
http://www.readinga-z.com/
http://www.sciencea-z.com/
https://www.n2y.com/news2you/
http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592
http://pinterest.com/pin/2251868536393954/
http://pinterest.com/pin/425871708482795227/
http://pinterest.com/search/pins/?q=common%20core%20grade%207


  

 

Standard RL.7.5: Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s structure (e.g. soliloquy, 
sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.7.5:  Compare the structure of two or more texts (e.g., 
stories, poems, or dramas). 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.5:   
• Determine the structure of a text (e.g. story, poem, or drama) 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.5:   
• Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts (e.g., stories, 

poems, dramas). 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can recite a poem using a communication devise or preferred mode of communication. 
• I can identify common structures used in a poem. 
• I can determine how poetry form and structure contribute to its meaning. 
• I can compare and contrast different structures used in poetry. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• poetry 
• structure 
• patterns 

 
• rhyme 
• prose 
• phrase 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Student specific music and lyrics 
• Musical instruments (e.g. tambourine, wood blocks, Boomwhackers, 

bongo drums or other percussion) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Use a preprogrammed AAC devise to recite a stanza from a familiar poem. 
• Given a poem that has a predictable pattern and word cards that could fit into the pattern, read and recite the poem filling in the last word using a word 

card. 
• Given a poem, identify that it rhymes. 
• Clap or tap a rhythm of a variety of poems to identify the structure. 
• Select a rap of song with a repeated phrase and identify how that phrase contributes to the meaning of the song. 
• Given Robert Frost’s poem, Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening, ask the student, “What the last two repeated lines mean?” 
• Compare the different writing patterns used in poetry, such as rhyme as opposed to prose (i.e. non-rhyming). 
• Clap or tap the rhythm of various poems recording the number of beats per line, and compare the different patterns. 

 
 

Real World Connections:    
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• Clap to the beat of a song 
• Repeat chorus of a song 
• Comparison shopping (name brand vs. generic) 
• Learn a line dance 
• Yoga, Zumba 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Tumblebooks http://www.tumblebooks.com 
• Storyline Online http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
• Poetry Farm http://www.poemfarm.amylv.com/p/find-poem.html 
• Web English Teacher http://www.webenglishteacher.com/poetry.html 
• Visual Poetry Activity http://pinterest.com/pin/100979216617208156/ 
• Poem by Robert Frost Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening 
• Patterned poetry or books with repeated phrases or words 
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Standard RL.7.6: Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of 
view of different characters or narrators in a text. 

Essential Element EE.RL.7.6:  Compare the points of view of two or more 
characters or narrators in a text. 
 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.6:   
• Identify words or phrases in the text that describe or show what the 

narrator or speaker is thinking or feeling. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.6:   
• Determine the difference in the points of view of a character and the 

audience or reader in a text with suspense or humor. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a character. 
• I can identify personal points of view about a story. 
• I can identify how a character’s point of view is the same or different from another character. 
• I can compare points of view of the characters in literary text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• point of view 
• same 
• narrator 

 
• main character 
• different 
• emotions 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Venn diagram  
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Select the picture of the main character 
• Chose a word that represents their own reaction to a story (e.g., Hatchet, The Time Machine, The Cay). 
• After acting out a short play or scenario, identify different points of view of the characters (e.g. “How does ____ feel about ____? Did ______ feel the 

same way?”). 
• After reading a story, (e.g., The Time Machine by H.G. Wells), identify the difference between how the people in the community feel about their  lives in 

the future and how Victorian Londoners feel; use a graphic organizer or picture cards. 
• In a popular chapter book, discuss the main character’s point of view such as Brian’s point of view in Hatchet and compare to another character. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Social Skills related to point of view and perspective 
• Compare attributes of family members 
• Identify desirable attributes of individuals 
• Decision-making based on personal preferences (Red or Blue?  What is your favorite color?) 
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Resources:  
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Classic Starts http://www.sterlingpublishing.com/ 
• List of Apps for Social Skills (download document at bottom of page) http://consonantlyspeaking.com/posts/2012/05/social-skills-and-autism-spectrum-

disorders-app-list 
• Point of View You Tube Video http://pinterest.com/pin/52495151877712386/ 
• Short plays or scripts 
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Standard RL.7.7: Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem, to its 
audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of 
techniques unique to each medium (e.g. lighting, sound, color, or camera focus 
and angles in a film). 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.7.7:  Compare a text version of a story, drama, or 
poem with an audio, video, or live version of the same text.  

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.7:   
• Compare the experience of reading or listening to a written story, 

drama or poem with the experience of watching video or live 
performance of the same text. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.7:   
• Compare and contrast a text version of a story, drama, or poem with 

an audio, video or live version of the same text. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can recognize the text version of a story, drama, or poem that matches the audio, video, or live version. 
• I can express a preference for a story or video. 
• I can compare a video version of a story, poem, or drama to a text based version of the same story, poem, or drama. 
• I can compare and contrast a video version of a story, poem or drama to a text based version of the same story, poem, or drama. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• story 
• compare 
• contrast 

 
• poem 
• drama 
• preference 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After watching a video presentation of a familiar story, identify the book that tells the same story from choices. 
• Choose whether he/she likes a story or video better. 
• After reading a book and reviewing a video of the same story, compare events as they happened in each (e.g., after reading The Time Machine, identify 

several key elements or events from the story. Watch the video of the same story and each time the element or event is evidenced, place the matching 
word or picture card in a “done” box.). 

• Compare the animated version to the text version of a story (e.g., Balto compared to Iditarod, Alaskan dogsled race). 
• Compare and contrast a character’s point of view in a video and a text version of the same story. 
• Determine what is the same and what is different in a video version and text version of the same story  
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Real World Connections:    
• Being able to distinguish preference between book or movie portrayals of a story 
• Compare and contrast classmates preferences 
• Compare school rules with home rules 

 
Resources: 

• Storyline Online http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
• Pearson Books http://www.wegivebooks.org/ 
• YouTube Videos  http://www.youtube.com/ 
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Standard RL.7.8: Not Applicable to Literature Essential Element EE.RL.7.8:   Not applicable to Literature 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.8:   
• Not applicable to Literature 

 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.8:   
• Not applicable to Literature 

I Can Statements: 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
 

Real World Connections:    
 
Resources: 
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Standard RL.7.9: Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account of the same period as a means of 
understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.7.9: Compare a fictional time, place, or character in 
one text with the same time, place, or character portrayed in a historical 
account. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.9:   
• Compare and contrast stories, myths, or texts with similar topics of 

themes. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.9:   
• Compare and contrast themes, patterns of events, or characters across 

two or more stories or dramas. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a fictional character. 
• I can identify a character as nonfictional. 
• I can recognize the difference between fictional characters and nonfictional characters. 
• I can compare and contrast a fictional character with a historical character. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• fiction 
• compare 
• alter 

 
• non-fiction 
• contrast 
• historical character 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Venn diagram 
 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After a shared reading of a familiar story about fictional characters, point to pictures of fictional characters from the story. 
• After a shared reading of a familiar story about a nonfictional character (e.g., George Washington), answer “Was George Washington a real person?” 
• In a series of pictures related to nonfiction and fiction stories, sort the picture cards into categories of fiction and nonfiction. 
• Compare the fictional story, Brighty of the Grand Canyon to real accounts of donkeys used during the gold rush era. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Visit a museum or a living museum to learn about history 
• Reality TV  
• Realistic views of occupation choices (Playing baseball required extensive training and background). 
• Match occupations to training and background (Doctor needs college degree and sciences/math classes in high school). 
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Resources: 
• Study Zone http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/i/fictionnonp1st.cfm 
• BrainPOP  http://www.brainpopjr.com/  
• Fiction vs. Nonfiction Jeopardy http://www.quia.com/cb/258031.html 
• Florida Center for Reading and Research  Lesson Plan http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3comp_3.pdf 
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Standard RL.7.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems in the grades 6-8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.7.10:  Demonstrate understanding of text while 
actively engaged in reading or listening to stories, dramas, and poetry. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RL.6.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding of text while actively reading or listening 

to stories, dramas, or poetry. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RL.8.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding of text while actively engaged in reading 

or listening to stories, dramas, and poetry. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can demonstrate understanding of stories, dramas, or poetry while reading. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of an orally presented stories, dramas, or poetry. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 
 

 Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Listen to a story, drama, or poem and answer related questions.  
• Read a given story, drama, or poem and answer related questions.  

 
Real World Connections:     

• All media 
• Read for pleasure 

 
Resources: 

• All resources from previous standards in Reading Literature. 
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Standard RL.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.1:  Analyze text to identify where information is 
explicitly stated and where inferences must be drawn. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.1:   
• Analyze a text to determine what it says explicitly as well as what 

inferences should be drawn. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.1:   
• Cite text to support inferences from informational text. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a detail from a sentence or phrase in a text. 
• I can cite text to find one detail to support an inference. 
• I can analyze text to draw inferences from informational text. 
• I can analyze textual evidence to determine what is inferred versus what is explicit. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• inference 
• explicit 
• analyze 

 
• detail 
• informational text 

 
 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples 
• Identify a picture that is related to the text (e.g., picture of pyramids to relate to text on Ancient Egypt). 
• Identify a detail from a picture or graphic illustration by answering yes or no; turn of the head; eye gaze. 
• Point to, highlight, or otherwise indicate a detail in the text in the story that supports an inference. 
• Select a quoted detail from text from choices that include only one quote from the text. 
• Draw a simple inference from specific text in a passage (e.g., “The sky was dark” means it might rain.). 
• Point to the text used after drawing a simple inference about a short passage (e.g. a tornado was scary). 
• Explicit = it rained for 3 days; inferred = there will be flooding. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Categorize and use augmentative devices effectively?? 
• Infer appropriate dress for weather 
• Play board games to draw inferences, (e.g. Pictionary, Who Done It?, Charades)  
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Resources: 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Pixar Short Films http://www.youtube.com/ 
• Inference Game http://www.philtulga.com/Riddles.html 
• Quia: What can you infer? http://www.quia.com/pop/43335.html 
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Standard RI.7.2: Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary 
of the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.2:  Determine two or more central ideas in a text. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.2:   
• Determine the main idea of a passage and details or facts related to it. 

 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.2:   
• Provide a summary of a familiar informational text. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify details from a text. 
• I can, given sentences from an informational text, identify an important idea. 
• I can determine two central ideas that progress throughout the text. 
• I can determine at least two ideas that contribute to the central ideas of the text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• main idea (central idea) 
• summary 

 
• detail 
• facts 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Identify an object the passage is discussing (e.g., the student points to safety goggles after listening to the safety steps of the science lab). 
• After shared reading of the safety steps for the science lab, identify a detail from the text (e.g., wear goggles, wear apron, do not touch fire). 
• Through auditory or tactile source identify an idea. 
• Using pictures, illustrations, etc. identify an idea. 
• Asked “What are the two most important steps in the directions?” from a list of lab safety rules, name two rules critical to safety. 
• Asked” What two important things the passage tells are?” answer from choices provided. 
• Asked “What in the passage shows the central/main idea?” selects and copies or says two facts from choices about each central/main idea. 
• Asked “What was the passage about?” paraphrases the facts for each central idea identified. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Follow directions 
• Read newspaper and converse with others 
• Being an informed voter 
• Safety procedures for home, community and jobs 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
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Standard RI.7.3: Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and 
ideas in a text (e.g. how ideas influence individuals and events or how 
individuals influence ideas or events). 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.3: Determine how two individuals, events, or ideas in 
a text are related.  

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.3:   
• Identify a detail that elaborates upon individuals, events, or ideas 

introduced in a text. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.3:   
• Recount events in the order they were presented in the text. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a detail about an individual or event. 
• I can identify an interaction in a passage. 
• I can identify interactions between individuals, events, or ideas in text. 
• I can explain interactions between individuals, events, or ideas in text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• individual 
• interactions 
• detail 

 
• event 
• idea 
• influence 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 

Instructional Examples: 
• Identify an event from a text by answering yes or no, turning head, eye gaze, switch, etc. (e.g., “Was there a storm?”). 
• Identify a detail from a picture or graphic about a characteristic of a person of interest (e.g., tall/short, large/small) by answering yes or no, turn of the 

head, eye gaze, etc.). 
• Through an auditory or tactile source, identify an interaction between two ideas in a passage (e.g., packing for a trip to the arctic and items to put in a 

backpack). 
• Using pictures, illustrations, etc., identify an interaction between two events in a passage (e.g., a glass was broken and someone was cut). 
• Identify interactions between individuals and events (e.g. ,“What did the man do when the fire started?). 
• Identify interactions between the main character in the text and another individual (e.g., “What did the boy say to the girl in the story?). 
• Explain interactions between the main character and informational text and another individual (e.g., Harriet Tubman and another slave companion on 

the journey through the Underground Railroad). 
• Explain how a change in the text is caused by an individual or an event (e.g., “What happens to the fish when the water dries up?”). 
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Real World Connections:    
• Social Skills Role play 
• Understand importance of following steps in a recipe 
• Being able to accurately report details on something they recently experienced 
• Taking a telephone message 
• Giving directions to a specific location 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Informational text (Harriet Tubman) 
• Informational text (Underground Railroad) 
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Standard RL.7.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.4: Determine how words or phrases are used to 
persuade or inform a text. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.4:   
• Determine how word choice changes the meaning of a text. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.4:   
• Determine connotative meanings of words and phrases in a text. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can indicate words in a text. 
• I can match or pair a word to meaning. 
• I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in an informational text. 
• I can determine phrases that impact meaning of the text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• persuade 
• synonym 
• dictionary 

 
 

 
• inform 
• phrase 
• thesaurus 
 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 
 

Instructional Examples 
• Use a picture to request a resource. 
• Identify text vs. pictures in an informational text (e.g. ,point to the map when asked, “ Where is the map?” and point to the text when asked, “ Where 

does it tell us about the map?”). 
• Match an illustration of a map to the word “map” in a geography passage. 
• Match or pair pictures with word when presented with pictures and words. 
• Match the safety equipment with the direction of the appropriate use in the kitchen, science lab, agriculture lab, etc. 
• Use a basic elementary dictionary and thesaurus to determine word meaning. 
• Select a synonym from choices provided verbally in text form, for an underlined word or phrase in a sentence in an informational text. 
• Give more than one meaning of a phrase from an informational text; select the one that best matches the reading passage. 
• While reading an informational passage use context to determine the meaning of words and phrases. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Use resources on Kindle/Nook products to better understand a text 
• Give accurate information 
• Use a city / state map 
• Play Scattergories 
• Cooking and kitchen safety activities 

 
Resources: 

• Reading Rockets  http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/word_maps  
• Vocabulary A-Z  http://www.vocabularya-z.com/ 
• Synonym Games http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/staff/boldtkatherine/ReadingFun3-6/ReadingFun_Synonyms.htm 
• Super Teacher http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/synonyms-antonyms.html 
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Standard RL.7.5: Analyze the structure an author uses to organize text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 
development of the ideas. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.5: Determine how a fact, step, or event fits into the 
overall structure of the text. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.5:   
• Determine how the title fits the structure of the text. 

 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.5:   
• Locate the topic sentence and supporting details in a paragraph. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify the title of a passage. 
• I can determine how headings/steps are related to the topic of the text. 
• I can determine how headings, steps, key words, and key phrases related to the topic of the text. 
• I can determine how key components of the organization of the text relate to the topic. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• headings 
• key phrases 

 
• key words 
• organization 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
Instructional Examples 

• Use a preprogrammed AAC device to request an informational text by its title. 
• After shared reading of an informational text before and after which the teacher states the title of the text, use a communication devise or preferred 

mode of communication to repeat the title. 
• Asked “What is the part of the passage about?” point to the heading. 
• Asked “What is the passage about?” point to title. 
• Use sequence words to locate key information in a prevocational text (e.g., first, next, then, and last). 
• Given a ‘How To’ text, use headings to determine steps in the directions. 
• Identify bolded key words, topics, and subtopics. 
• Given an informational text (e.g.: directions, recipe) identify a step within the text. 

 
Real World Connections:  

• Study Skills 
• Understanding how headings and articles correspond with each other in a newspaper and current event publication 
• Follow picture directions for assembling objects 
• Understand how to read movie listings 
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Resources: 
• Education Corner Study Skills http://www.educationcorner.com/study-skill.html  
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kids Planet http://www.kidsplanet.org/ 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Wordle http://www.wordle.net/ 
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Standard RL.7.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.6: Determine an author’s purpose or point of view. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.6:   
• Identify words or phrases in the text that describe or show the 

author’s point of view. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.6:   
• Determine an author’s purpose or point of view and identify examples 

from text to that describe or support it. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a thought of the author. 
• I can identify an author’s thoughts and feelings. 
• I can determine an author’s point of view and compare to own point of view. 
• I can respond to the author’s purpose or point of view with own point of view. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• point of view 
• author 

 
• compare 
• author’s purpose 
 

 
 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

Instructional Examples 
• After shared reading of an informational text, when the group discusses what they have heard, hit a switch when someone says something that was in 

the text.  
• After shared reading of an informational text, sort a list, (text, and or picture based) into things that were in the text and those that were not. 
• After shared reading of an informational text, answer questions about the feelings the author shared (e.g., when the teacher asks, “How did the author 

feel about fire?” the students answer, “sad”, “scared”, etc.). 
•  After shared reading of an informational text, answer questions about the thoughts the author shared (e.g., when the teacher asks,” What does the 

author think about water?”  The students answer,” Drink clean water.”). 
• Ask, “Why did the author write the book?” 
• Read or listen to a passage and answer a question about the author’s point of view (e.g., “Why does the author think you should know about water 

safety? What do you think about that?”) 
• Ask, “What was the author trying to convey?” and “What do you think about that?” 
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Real World Connections:    
• Being an informed voter 
• Being an independent thinker 
• Listening to and respecting others opinions, while maintaining individuality 
• Creating lists for personal use 
• Leisure reading 

 
Resources: 

• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kids Planet http://www.kidsplanet.org/ 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Pixar Short Films http://www.youtube.com/ 
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Standard RL.7.7: Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or 
multimedia version of the test analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the 
subject (e.g. how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words). 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.7: Compare a text to an audio, video, or multimedia 
version of the same text. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.7:   
• Find similarities in information presented in different media or formats 

as well as in text. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.7:   
• Determine whether a topic is best presented as audio, video, 

multimedia, or text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can recognize the text version of an event that matches the audio, video, or live version. 
• I can identify an idea from a text or video. 
• I can compare the experience of reading a text to listening or watching a video of the same text. 
• I can compare and contrast the experience of reading a text to listening or watching a video of the same text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• compare 
• audio 
• analyze 

 

 
• contrast 
• video 
• multimedia 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g. ,assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Venn diagram 

Instructional Examples 
• After watching an audio or video version of an event, identify the text version that tells about the same event given a related and unrelated text 

containing illustrations. 
• Select a picture from an informational video that identifies an idea from the video. 
• Select a word that identifies something heard or read in an informational text. 
• After watching a news cast about a current event, and shared reading of a news report on the same event, select words from choices to compare 

reactions to the video and the text. 
• After listening to a passage or watching a video of the passage and reading the passage, chose pictures that relate to the feelings gotten from each one. 
• Determine familiarities and differences in a video version and story about the same historical event (e.g. Disney version of the story of Pocahontas 

compared to a text about Pocahontas). 
• Listen to a passage, read a passage, and watch a video of the same passage, and then talk about or list the things that they saw as different or the same. 

 
Real World Connections:    
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• Listen to newscasts 
• Distinguish between real life and fantasy 
• Verbalize lessons learned from reading or watching an audio or video  

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Reader http://www.tarheelreader.org  
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• File Folder Farm http://www.filefolderfarm.com/ 
• File Folder Fun http://www.filefolderfun.com/ 
• Newspaper 

 

139

http://www.tarheelreader.org/
http://www.inspiration.com/
http://www.filefolderfarm.com/
http://www.filefolderfun.com/


  

 

Standard RL.7.8: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claim. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.8: Determine how a claim or reason fits into the 
overall structure of an informational text. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.8:  
• Distinguish claims in a text supported by reason. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.8:   
• Determine the argument made by an author in an informational text. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can respond to an advertisement. 
• I can identify a claim from text. 
• I can delineate the specific claims from text. 
• I can analyze text to support claims and judge the conclusions. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• argument 
• evidence 

 
• author 
• claim 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 

Instructional Examples: 
• Nod in response when asked, “Did they say the cereal tastes good?” 
• Smile in response to an ad for a product they like. 
• Repeat a claim from a commercial, (e.g., mm good). 
• Point to a claim in a print ad (e.g. point to a picture of a smiling customer in a print advertisement). 
• After reading a print ad or viewing a commercial, select from a list of claims the ones found in the commercial or advertisement. 
• Given a list of claims, highlight the claims found in an informational text. 
• List evidence cited by the advertiser to support claims from a commercial or print ad, “Would you buy this product?”. 
• List evidence to support the claims in an informational text, “Would you agree with this author?” 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Shopping and Comparison Shopping using sales flyer 
• Distinguish between fact and opinion 
• Distinguish if a claim is true or false 
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• Summarize what the product claims to do or provide  
• Infer who would need the product 

 
Resources: 

• Grocery Store App titled Shopping List and Grocery Pal 
• You Tube Videos of Commercials  www.youtube.com  
• PBS Kids  (Info on Advertisements) http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks/ 
• Newspapers and Sales Flyers 
• Menus and Advertisements 
• Board Game (e.g., Life) 
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Standard RL.7.9: Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same 
topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.9: Compare and contrast how different texts on the 
same topic present the details. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.9:   
• Compare and contrast how two texts describe the same event. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.9:   
• Identify where two different texts on the same topic differ in their 

interpretation of the details. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a detail provided by the authors. 
• I can identify a key piece of information provided by authors of two different texts on the same subject. 
• I can compare information provided by authors of two different texts on the same topic. 
• I can compare and contrast key information provided by authors of two different texts on the same topic. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• compare 
• contrast 
• same 

 
• author 
• key information 
• different 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g. assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 

Instructional Examples 
• During shared reading of an informational text, using switch, nod or answer yes or no when the teacher asks, “Did the author say….?” 
• After shared reading of an informational text indicate whether detail was provided in the passage when stated by the teacher. 
• After a shared reading of two informational texts on the same topic, select from choices one fact that was the same in both. 
• Given two brief descriptions of a historical event, and asked specific questions about one idea, “Did both say the same thing about that?” the student 

will respond. 
• Given information about Africa from two different authors answer, “What is the same?” 
• Given two brief descriptions of a historical event, select a statement from choices about what was different between the two accounts. 
• Given information about their state from two different authors, answer “What is the same?” and “What is different?” 
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Real World Connections:   
• Social Skills related to perspective (e.g. respect other’s point of view, develop personal perspective and opinions) 
• Decision Making  
• Current Events related to Politics and History 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Reader http://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Autism Teaching Strategies  http://autismteachingstrategies.com/free-social-skills-downloads-2/ 
• Speaking of Speech   http://www.speakingofspeech.com/Language_Materials.html 
• Read Right Think http://www.readwritethink.org/resources/resource-print.html?id=23 
• Fractured Fairy Tales: and assorted books related to The Three Little Pigs www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYiCM35V7_w 
• Newspapers with articles or letters to the editor from different authors 
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Standard RL.7.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of the range. 

Essential Element EE.RI.7.10: Demonstrate understanding while actively 
reading or listening to literary nonfiction. 
 
 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding while actively reading or listening to 

literary nonfiction. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding while actively reading or listening to 

literary nonfiction. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can demonstrate understanding of nonfiction text while reading. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of an orally presented nonfiction text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

 
 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
Instructional Examples 

• Listen to a story and answer related questions. 
• Read a given selection and answer related questions. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• All media 
• Read for pleasure 

 
Resources: 

• All resources from previous standards in Reading Informational Text. 
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Standard W.7.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim (claims), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, 
and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning with relevant evidence using 
accurate credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the 
topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim (s), reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the argument presented. 

Essential Element EE.W.7.1.  Write claims about topics or texts. 
a. Introduce a topic or text and write one claim about it. 
b. Write one or more reasons to support a claim about a topic or text. 
c.     Use temporal words (first, next, also) to create cohesion. 
d.     N/A    
e.     N/A    

 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE. W.6.1:   
• Write claims about topics or texts 

a. Write a claim about a topic or text. 
b. Write one or more reasons to support a claim about a topic of 

text. 
c. N/A 
d. N/A 
e. N/A 

Grade 8 Essential Element  EE.W.8.1:   
• Write claims about topics or texts 

a. Introduce the claim and provide reasons or pieces of evidence 
to support it. 

b. Write reasons to support a claim about a topic or text. 
c. N/A 
d. N/A 
e. N/A 

I Can Statements for EE.W.7.1: 
• I can select a claim. 
• I can, with guidance and support, write a claim and support it with one reason. 
• I can write a claim and support it with one reason or other relevant evidence. 
• I can write a claim and support it with multiple reasons or other relevant evidence. 
• I can use temporal words to support a written claim. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• claim 
• support 
• relevant 
• transition words 

 
• cohesion 
• argument 
• evidence 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

 

Instructional Examples for EE.W.7.1: 
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• During shared reading select a claim about the book (e.g., This story is not true, or I know something about this or I heard this before). 
• After the teacher leads a discussion about whether crackers or pretzels taste better and why, complete a template with teacher guidance with words 

generated in discussion after snack time (e.g., “Crackers/pretzel taste better because[salty, crunchy, buttery, softer, harder].”). 
• When signing in each morning, select a claim about the day choosing among claims (e.g., I will have a good day, I will have a quiet day, or I will work hard 

today). 
• Using a writing template created by the teacher in a talking word processor, fill in a blank to write a claim and to complete more sentences to support 

the claim (e.g. , The student completes the sentence ,I think we need more computers. And then the student completes more sentences working with the 
teacher, like We need more computers because we don’t have enough. We have six students. We only have two computers). 

• After a discussion of student interests and school rules, complete a repeated sentence frame to write a claim by writing the appropriate word in the 
blank (e.g., We need <claim> because < supportive reason>. We need recess because fun.  We need gum because good. We need talk because friends). 
After each statement the teacher leads the group in identifying claim and discussion of reason. 

• Write a claim with guidance ( e.g., The student tells a peer” Ice cream every day”, and the peer supports the student in writing the claim by stretching 
out the sounds in words so the student can type letters in word prediction software and select the appropriate word from the list. 

• Write a claim (e.g., I like pizza.) and support it with relevant evidence (e.g., I eat it all.) 
• Write a claim (e.g., Saturdays are best.) and support it with a reason ( e.g., I get to sleep late,) 
• Write a claim (e.g., I like pizza.) and support it with multiple statements of relevant evidence (e.g., I buy it at lunch.  I eat it all.). 
• Write a claim (e.g., Saturdays are best.) and support it using temporal words to organize thoughts or ideas (e.g., First, I get to sleep late. Next I watch T-

V. Finally, I stay home.). 
• Using Wordle, identify a claim and support words to create a word web (e.g., Claim= cell phone and Supports= words that support cell phone use in 

school.) 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Letters 
• Advertisements/marketing claims 
• Cell phone usage 
• Use forms and search engines on computer 
• Review of school rules 

 
Resources: 

• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Writing A-Z  http://www.writinga-z.com/ 
• PBS Kids pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks 
• Advertising Game http://www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/advertising.html 
• Write Away http://jc-schools.net/writeaway/prompts.html 
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• Aims Web Writing prompts https://aimsweb.pearson.com/ 
• Wordle http://www.wordle.net/ 
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Standard W.7.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using strategies as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting, (e.g., 
headings), graphics, (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information in examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain specific vocabulary to inform about 
or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the information or explanation presented. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.7.2:  Write to share information supported by details. 
a. Introduce a topic and write to convey ideas and information about it 

including visual, tactile, or multimedia information as appropriate. 
b. Provide facts, details, or other information related to the topic. 
c. N/A 
d. Select domain-specific vocabulary to use in writing about a topic. 
e. N/A 
f. N/A 

 
 
 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.2:   
• Write to share information supported by details. 

a. Introduce a topic and write to convey ideas and information 
about it including visual, tactual, or multimedia information as 
appropriate. 

b. Provide facts, details, or other information related to the topic. 
c. N/A 
d. N/A 
e. N/A 
f. N/A 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.2:   
• Write to share information supported by details. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly and write to convey ideas and 
information about it including visual, tactual, or multimedia 
information as appropriate. 

b. Write one or more facts or details related to the topic. 
c. Write complete thoughts as appropriate. 
d. Use domain specific vocabulary related to the topic. 
e. N/A 
f. Provide a closing. 

I Can Statements for EE.W.7.2.a, b: 
• I can communicate ideas and information contributing to a text. 
• I can write to convey ideas and information. 
• I can write to convey ideas and information including facts, details and other information as well as graphics and multimedia as needed. 
• I can write to convey ideas and information clearly including facts, details and other information as well as graphics and multimedia as needed. 
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I Can Statements for EE.W.7.2.d: 
• I can with guidance and support, use domain specific vocabulary when communicating about a text. 
• I can with guidance and support, use domain specific vocabulary in writing about a topic. 
• I can select and use domain specific vocabulary in writing about a topic. 
• I can select and use a wide range of domain specific vocabulary in writing about a topic.   

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• topic 
• details 
• graphic 
• multimedia 

 
• conclusion 
• visual 
• tactile 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Word Prediction Software like Co-Writer, Dragon Speaks, or Read, 
Write Gold 
 

Instructional Examples for EE.W.7.2.a, b: 
• Point to symbols on a communication devise to communication information about transportation after school (e.g., “Mom drives.”, and select from an 

online array of relevant photos, which the teacher adds to an online presentation site where the student can independently read, listen, and observe the 
text created. 

• Point to symbols on a communication device to communicate ideas about an upcoming event (e.g., “I go”) which the teacher types in a talking word 
processor and the student observes and listens. 

• Work with peers to write a report on a Science topic (e.g., The student writes about climate and the kinds of clothing you wear in different weather.) and 
gather relevant photos and videos from the internet to include in and link to the report. 

• Write on an assigned topic (e.g., when asked to write about the river, the student writes, The river is fast.) 
• Write about the details that were the same in the story read by the class and video of the same story (e.g., when asked to read and view the video about 

Balto, write about details from the story and the video). 
• Write on an assigned topic related to an informational text read by the class and include facts about the topic with accompanying illustrations (e.g., 

when asked to write about the river, the student writes a statement about the topic, identifies pictures of the river to include, and writes one or more 
related facts.). 

• Following a staged crime, write what the crime is and what they saw and heard and include internet images to convey similar actions. 
• Write a statement about a topic than, write sentences with two or more facts or concrete details to accompany selected graphics and multimedia 

graphics. 
Instructional Examples for EE.W.7.2.d: 

• Working with peers using a topic specific setup projected on in interactive white board, select from the available domain specific vocabulary to 
communicate with peers who write the contribution in the text and read aloud to the group. 

• Working with an adult who helps the student navigate to the appropriate page on a dynamic display communication devise, use the available domain 
specific vocabulary to communicate about  a topic which the adult then writes in a group text and reads aloud to the entire group while pointing to the 
words. 
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• Write with a peer using word prediction software with an incorporated topic dictionary. 
• Work with peers to brainstorm domain specific words to include in the writing and use a list when writing about the topic. 
• Use a teacher prepared word bank with domain specific vocabulary to write about a topic. 
• With support, compose a multimedia dictionary of river terminology with images and video examples of each term to be used as a reference when 

writing. 
• When writing about the river, use words like current and habitat appropriately with word prediction software with an incorporated dictionary. 
• During a unit on rivers, when writing about rivers, explain its features accurately and provide appropriate examples by using an online graphic dictionary. 
• During a unit on rivers, when writing about the river appropriately use a wide array of words like; current, hydroelectric, erosion, basin, tributary, habitat 

by referring to the glossary of the text. 
 
Real World Connections:    

• Write effectively to communicate with others 
• Follow TV drama series and interpret (NCIS, Law and Order, Murder She Wrote) 
• Start a personal dictionary 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  www.readwritethink.org 
• Photo Dictionary http://photographicdictionary.com/ 
• Educational Dictionary-Thesaurus http://www.wordsmyth.net/ 
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Standard W.7.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences.  

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing context and point of view 
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and 
reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey 
sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, 
and show the relationship among experiences and events. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details and 
sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and 
events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.7.3:  Write about events or personal experiences. 
a. Write a narrative about a real or imagined experience introducing the 

experience, at least one character, and two or more events. 
b. N/A 
c. Use temporal words (e.g., first, then, next) to signal order. 
d. Use words that describe feelings of people or characters in the 

narrative. 
e. N/A 
 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.3:   
• Write about events or personal experiences. 

a. Write a narrative about a real or imagined experience, 
introducing the experience and including two or more events. 

b. N/A 
c. Use words that establish the time frame. 
d. Use words that convey specific details about the experience or 

event. 
e. N/A 

 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.3:   
• Write about events or personal experience. 

a. Write a narrative about a real or imagined experience 
introducing the experience, at least one character, and two or 
more events. 

b. N/A 
c. Use temporal words (e.g., first, then, next) to signal order. 
d. Use words that describe the feelings of characters or provide 

other sensory information about the setting, experiences or 
events. 

e. Provide a closing. 
 
 
 
 

I Can Statements for EE.W. 7.3: 
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• I can with guidance and support, communicate about a personal experience. 
• I can with guidance and support, introduce the experience or situation, at least one character, and two or more events in sequence. 
• I can introduce the experience or situation, at least one character and two or more events in sequence. 
• I can introduce the experience or situation, multiple characters, and multiple events in sequence using temporal words. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• personal experience 
• sequence 
• closing 
• temporal words 

 
• situation 
• character 
• event 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Word prediction software (Co-Writer, Dragon Speaks, Read&Write 
Gold) 
 

Instructional Examples for EE.W.7.3: 
• Having seen a photo from a field trip, use a multi-message device to communicate about the experience (e.g., Go Farm. Happy.), which the teacher will 

write below the photo and read aloud as the student observes. 
• Using switches or symbols, select a word about something they like to do (e.g., go to movies, watch t-v, play games), which the adult adds to a group 

chart of likes and dislikes and reads aloud to the group. 
• With the support of an adult who gets the student’s remnant book and turns the pages, select an artifact from the remnant book (e.g., movie ticket), and 

uses signs and gestures to say, “Me go” which the adult writes on a sticky note and reads aloud and sticks on the page in the book. 
• After reading and discussing a nonfiction text, identify key actors and events from a list on an interactive whiteboard, and write a summary using a 

template (e.g., this test is about<event>. The colonists <did what two things> because<what were they mad about>.). 
• With guidance and support from a teacher who guides the student through each step of writing, write about going to the grocery store using student’s 

response. 
• After reading and discussing a nonfiction text, generate group notes, individual planning software and convert the written notes into a written outline in 

the software, and expand those notes into a summary about an event(e.g., Boston Tea Party), the situation (tea tax), the actors (colonists), the actions   
(got on ships, threw tea in harbor). 

• Write about a personal experience (e.g., making brownies with mom), and include two events (e.g., cook and eat). 
• After reading and discussing a non-fiction text, write a summary about an event (e.g., Boston Tea Party), the situation (Tea Tax), the actor, (Colonists), 

the actions,(got on ships, threw tea in harbor). 
• Write about a personal experience (e.g., go to movies), write about himself and friends (multiple characters) and include multiple events (go in car, buy 

popcorn, sit in the front seat). 
 
 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Create a scrapbook or personal experiences using photos and writing. 
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• Communicate information about events of the day each p.m., via, voice, pictures, written word, or communication devise. 
• Share a personal experience each a.m. with staff or peer using communication mode appropriate to student. 
• Create a picture resume with text to match photo action. 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Earth Link Writing Prompts  http://home.earthlink.net/~jhholly/pnarrative.html 
• Study Zone http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/a/personalexpl.cfm 
• Remnant Book Information http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/files/how-to-handouts/RemnantBooks_000.pdf 
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Standard W.7.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization and style are appropriate to tasks, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in Writing 
standards 1-3) 
 

Essential Element EE.W.7.4:  Produce writing that is appropriate for the task, 
purpose, or audience. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.4:   
• Produce writing that is appropriate for the task, purpose, or audience. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.4:   
• Produce writing that is appropriate for the task, purpose, or audience. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can, with guidance and support, produce writing for a variety of purposes. 
• I can, with guidance and support, produce writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose, or audience. 
• I can produce writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose or audience. 
• I can produce writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose and audience. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• task 
• audience 

 
• purpose 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
Instructional Examples 

• With guidance and support, use a letter-writing template to write an e-mail to an e-pal. 
• With guidance and support, write to respond. 
• With guidance and support, write to make a request. 
• With guidance and support, write to sign name. 
• Use a ready-made-set up in multimedia software 
• Use a ready-made set-up in multimedia software to write a short research report filling in the topic and two facts related to it. 
• Use a letter-writing rubric or set of criteria to write a thank you note. 
• Following the reading of a text with predictable structure and content, create new text following the structure and content. 
• Write an e-mail to Mom and Dad about something needed for school. 
• Write the schedule for the day. 
• Write a poem that has the desired language structure and content. 
• Write a short research report stating the topic and providing supporting information as required by the assignment. 
• Write an assigned topic, providing supporting information as required by the assignment. 
• Write a note of apology. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Email 
• Write a schedule 
• Write a request 
• Write a letter 
• Use search engines to research topic 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Fun English Games  http://www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/letters.html 
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Standard W.7.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.7.5: With guidance and support from adults and peers, 
plan before writing and revise own writing. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.5:   
• With guidance and support from adults and peers, plan before writing 

and revise own writing by adding more information. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.5:   
• With guidance and support from adults and peers, plan before writing 

and revise own writing by adding more information. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, write. 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, plan by brainstorming to strengthen own writing. 
• I can with guidance and support from adults and peers, plan by brainstorming and revise own writing by adding more information. 
• I can with guidance and support from adults and peers, plan writing and use the editing proves to revise own writing. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• brainstorm 
 

• revise 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

Instructional Examples 
• With guidance and support from peers, select words from a word bank for writing. 
• With guidance and support from peers, select words from a word bank for writing. 
• Work with teacher and peers in writing groups to listen to each group member respond (“What I liked best about your writing….,”   One question I have 

is ….”), and use that feedback to revise draft with teacher guidance. 
• Work with peers to brainstorm ideas for writing and put the information in graphic organizer software. 
• Work with peers to brainstorm ideas for writing and put the information in graphic organizer software. 
• Work with teacher to read something the students have already written and brainstorm ideas of things to add to strengthen the writing. 
• After reading a science text, work with a peer or teacher to take notes in graphic organizer software, convert the graphic representation into an outline. 

And use word prediction software with a specific topic dictionary to complete the L column of a KWL chart, share it with another pair of classmates, and 
revise based on their feedback. 

• After working with peers to brainstorm ideas for writing with the information in graphic organizer software, use the software to transform the organizer 
into an outline and add to the ideas in the outline. 

• With guidance and support from adults and peers, plan by brainstorming and revise own writing by adding more information. 
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• After reading a science text, take notes in graphic organizer software concert the graphic representation into an outline, and use word prediction 
software with a specific topic dictionary to complete the L column of a KWL chart, share it with classmates and revise based on their feedback. 

• After working with the teacher to brainstorm ideas for writing, use a personal word bank to write, interact with the teacher for feedback and edit own 
writing based on the feedback. 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Use prewriting graphic organizers 
• Create story with story starters 
• Retell your daily routine (What do we need to do to get ready for lunch?  How do you get ready for school every morning?) 
• Keep a journal 
• Maintain scheduled events on calendar 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
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Standard W.7.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.7.6:  Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce writing to interact and collaborate with others. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.6:   
• Use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing while 

interacting and collaborating with others. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.6:   
• Use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing to interact 

and collaborate with others. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, use technology to participate in group projects. 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing to interact and collaborate with others. 
• I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing to interact and collaborate with others. 
• I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing while interacting and collaborating with others. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• interact 
 

• collaborate 
 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples 
• Use a camera to capture pictures that are then used in a story being developed by a small group and indicate “yes” or “no” when asked if accompanying 

the  text written by the group seems on target. 
• Use a switch to say “I like that” (if they choose) when asked by group members what they think of pictures and text being developed by a small group. 
• Use a preprogrammed alternative keyboard to contribute to a small group writing project. 
• Use voice output communication devices to interact with peers during collaborative writing projects, pointing out ideas or words they would like added 

to the text. 
• Use voice output communication devices to interact with peers during collaborative writing projects, pointing out ideas or words they would like added 

to the text. 
• Use an alternative keyboard programmed with the day’s activities and some comments to write an entry on a blog that is shared with parents instead of 

a home-school notebook. 
• Use a list of criteria, word prediction software and an alternative keyboard to write an e-mail to a pen pal. 
• In a science lesson, after visiting websites designated by the teacher (e.g., Internet Workshop, use a talking word processor to draft notes and then share 

what was learned by peers. 
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• Use a teacher-created or teacher-identified website to learn about a topic with a peer, take notes with the peer in graphic organizer software, convert 
the graphic organizer to an outline, and co-author a summary. 

• Select images from the Internet and write about the images using a talking word processor and word prediction software and shat what is learned with 
classmates. 

• Navigate the Internet using screen reader software, identify information about the selected topic, and use the information to write using a talking word 
processor with an alternative keyboard and share what was learned with classmates. 

• Record daily activities on a blog that is shared with parents instead of a traditional home-school notebook. 
• Use e-mail to interact with a pen pal. 
• In a science lesson, after visiting a topically relevant website, use a talking word processor to draft notes and them share what was learned with peers. 
• Work with a peer to use a website to learn about a topic, take notes in graphic organizer software, and convert a graphic organizer to an outline and co-

author a summary. 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Follow a blog 
• Interact with pen pal, friends, teacher, parents via e-mail 
• Social media (Facebook, Pinterest, Instagram, etc.) 
• Use template for outlines or study guides 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
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Standard W.7.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question, 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions for further research and investigation. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.7.7: Conduct research to answer a question based on 
multiple sources of information. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.7:   
• Conduct short research projects to answer a question. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.7:   
• Conduct short research projects to answer and pose questions based 

on one source of information. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can participate in group research and writing activities. 
• I can conduct research to answer a question based on one source of information. 
• I can conduct research to answer a question based on multiple sources of information. 
• I can conduct research to answer a question based on many sources of information. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• research 
 

• sources 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

Instructional Examples 
• During a shared reading/writing lesson, use a single message voice output device to say ,”Write that down,” when the teacher reads information that is 

important and listen and observe as the teacher reads it aloud and points to the words. 
• Work with peers to highlight words from group research to be used to answer questions on a research topic (e.g., The student works with a group of 

peers to read information about water projected on an interactive whiteboard, The group takes turns highlighting words and sentences about writing. 
The teacher reads the highlighted information and the questions, “Where is most of the water on Earth?” The student answers by touching highlighted 
words, using a single message voice output device, signing or saying ”oceans.”). 

• Given a text displayed on an interactive whiteboard, work with a peer to identify two facts to include in a group research project. 
• Read or listen to sections of a book about water highlighted by a peer or teacher, and then use highlighted information to write an answer to a question 

(e.g., “Where is most of the water on earth?” water in ocean) 
• Using a ready-made-set-up for an interactive whiteboard created by the teacher that first presents a question, then presents a text that includes the 

answer , read the question and the text (using screen reading software), and them write an answer to the question using a talking word processor with 
word prediction software. 

• Read text to collect information that answers a question on a given topic (e.g.,The teacher asks students to identify the habitat and eating habits of prey 
and gives students a text that has the answers in it. The students read the text in order to find the answers,). 

• Use screen reading software to read two or more websites bookmarked by the teacher,  While reading, capture information and use it to write an 
160



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

answer to a questions (e.g., “Where is water found on Earth? Most water found in oceans. Water in lakes. Water in air. Water in people and animals.). 
• Search websites bookmarked by the teacher for information to use in writing about a topic (e.g., The teacher asks students to answer the questions, 

“How is the moon different from Earth?” and the student reads the websites to identify information before writing the answer.). 
• Use sticky notes to make pages in many topical books where there is relevant information (e.g., What led to the Boston Tea Party?), and then write that 

information in a group research project. 
• Conduct research using the Internet to gather information from various sources on a topic assigned by the teacher (e.g., The teacher asks students to 

identify the habitat and eating habits of prey and the student reads four websites to identify the information before writing the answer.). 
 

Real World Connections: 
• Look up movie times, store hours, etc. 
• Use search engines for research of topic 
• Use template to take notes 
• Use cloze notes / labels 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
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Standard W.7.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 
sources using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.7.8: Identify quotes providing relevant information 
about a topic from multiple print or digital sources. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.8:   
• Gather information from multiple print and digital sources that relates 

to a given topic. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.8:   
• Select quotes providing relevant information about a topic from 

multiple print or digital sources. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, during shared reading, identify when information about a topic is read. 
• I can identify quotes from print or digital sources that provide information about a topic. 
• I can select quotes from multiple print or digital sources that provide important information about a topic. 
• I can select quotes from multiple print or digital sources that state conclusions about a topic. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• quotes 
• paraphrase 

 
• topic 
• plagiarism 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 

Instructional Examples 
• During shared reading, given a list of words, (some of which are included in the text), identify those that are relevant and what information they provide. 
• Use a single message voice output device during shared reading to say, “That sounds good.” The teacher attributes meaning by connecting to 

information on the page. 
• Given a selection of quotes from a text on a given topic, identify which quotes specifically address the topic and, following teacher-led discussion, write 

what they mean. 
• Given a passage projected on an interactive whiteboard, highlight portions that provide information about the topic and with teacher guidance and 

support, write notes on information they provide. 
• Given a collection of books, search for quotes on an assigned topic, and write notes on the information they provide. 
• Given a collection of bookmarked websites, use a screen reader to read the sites and select quotes about the topic and write notes on the information 

they provide. 
• Given a collection of books, search for quotes that state conclusions on an assigned topic and write notes on the information they provide. 
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• Given a collection of bookmarked websites, use a screen reader to read the sites and select quotes that state conclusions about the topic and write 
notes on the information they provide. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Read dialogue in texts such as comics 
• Use e-card application to prepare greeting cards for family member 
• Associate logos to common stores/restaurants 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Calvin and Hobbes http://pinterest.com/pin/253257179016996559/ 
• Conversation Hearts http://readingmama.com/2013/02/05/heart-to-heart-conversations-teaching-dialogue-with-conversation-hearts/ 
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Standard W.7.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply Grade 7 Reading Standard to literature (e.g., “Compare and 
contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 
historical account of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history.”). 

b. Apply Grade 7 Reading Standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace 
and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims.”). 
 

Essential Element EE.W.7.9:  Use information from literary and informational 
text to support writing 

a. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 7 Reading Standards to literature 
(e.g., “Recognize the difference between fictional characters and 
nonfictional characters.”). 

b. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 7 Reading Standards to 
informational text (e.g., “Use relevant and sufficient evidence for 
supporting the claims and argument”). 
 

  

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.W.6.9:   
• Use information from literary and informational text to support 

writing. 
a. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 6 Reading Standards to 

literature (e.g., “Compare a text version of a story, drama, or 
poem with an audio, video, or live version of the text”). 

b. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 6 Reading Standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Can produce an argument by 
logically organizing the claims and the supporting reasons and 
evidence.”). 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.W.8.9:   
• Use information from literary and informational text to support 

writing. 
a. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to 

literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast themes, patterns of 
events or characters across two or more stories or dramas.”). 

b. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Use relevant and sufficient 
evidence for supporting the claims and argument.”). 

 

I Can Statements for EE.W.7.9.a: 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, participate in group writing projects about information gathered from literary or informational 

text. 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, recognize the difference between fictional characters and nonfictional characters. 
• I can recognize the difference between fictional characters and nonfictional characters. 

I Can Statements for EE.W.7.9.b: 
• I can, with guidance and support, participate in shared writing activities that build on shared reading activities. 
• I can, with guidance and support, delineate the specific claims in a text. 
• I can delineate the specific claims in a text. 
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Key Vocabulary: 
• fiction 

 
• non-fiction 
• character 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Venn diagrams 
 

Instructional Examples for EE.W.7.9.a: 
• During shared reading of text projected on an interactive whiteboard indicated with “yes” or “no” whether they think the highlighted text chosen by 

peers is important and listen as peers defend choice in text. 
• During a shared reading/writing lesson, use a single message voice output device to say, “Write that down,” when the teacher reads a detail or idea that 

is important. 
• After reading a story and a topically related history text, with teacher guidance and support, complete notes in a Venn diagram in graphic organizer 

software, listing what is unique to the characters in a fictional text and people in a  topically related nonfiction text and what is the same. 
• Write words or phrases from a list to identify what is the same between characters in a fictional text and people in a topically related nonfiction text. 
• After the teacher reads a book with a small group to identify whether the characters in a story are real or fictional, work with the group to use the 

information in writing about the characters. 
• After reading a story and a topically related history text, complete notes in a Venn diagram in graphic organizer software, listing what is unique to the 

characters in a fictional text and people in a topically related nonfiction text and what is the same. 
• After reading a story and seeing a video of the same story, write to compare the two. 
• After reading a book and identifying which characters are fictional, use the information in the book to make a list of the characteristics of the characters. 

Instructional Examples for EE.W.7.9.b: 
• During a shared reading/writing lesson use a single message voice output device to say, “Write that down,” when the teacher reads a claim from an 

advertisement. 
• After reading an article about plastic surgery in a popular magazine and participating in a teacher-led discussion about what claims might lead someone 

to choose such a procedure, use word prediction software to write about the claims. 
• After identifying a claim in a print ad, write the claim, and with teacher guidance and support, explain how it is exaggerated. 
• After reading a print ad or commercial and selecting from a list of claims the ones found in the commercial or advertisement, write the claims selected 

and what makes them exaggerated. 
• After highlighting the claims from a list that were found in an informational text, write about the next claim and what makes it best. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Work cooperatively and collaboratively with others 
• Comparing: compare the grocery list to what is already in the cabinets then deciding what needs to be purchased 
• Deciding what information needs to be recorded in note-taking 
• Taking messages 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Student Interactive Writing at Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org/classroom-resources/grade/7-8/?popular 
• Circle Journals 
• Bookshare www.bookshare.org  

 

166

http://www.tarheelreader.org/
http://www.inspiration.com/
http://www.bookshare.org/


  

 

Standard W.7.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.7.10: Write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.RI.6.10:   
• Write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.RI.8.10:   
• Write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes and audiences. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can, with guidance and support, communicate routinely in ways that are linked to writing for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
• I can, with guidance and support, write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
• I can routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• audience 
 

• purpose 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples 
• Using partner-assisted scanning and a photo from a recent instructional activity, select letters which the partner writes down and rereads aloud (letters 

and/or words). 
• Using a multiple message voice output device and given modeling from an adult communication partner, communicate feelings which are written by the 

teacher into a Feelings book. 
• Using a multiple message voice output device and given modeling from an adult communication partner, use the device to make comments during 

shared reading which are added to a written summary of the text. 
• Using a keyboard, adapted as needed, with full access to the alphabet and some key vocabulary from the discipline-specific tasks, write an e-mail about 

that day’s instruction for an absent classmate. 
• With guidance and support, write labels to go with a display for a group research project. 
• Using a rubric or set of criteria and word prediction software to type and send an e-mail to a friend. 
• Using a preprogrammed word bank and additional full alphabet access on the computer, write a note to include in the home-school notebook. 
• Write labels to go with a display for a group research project. 
• Send an e-mail to a friend 
• Write a note to include in the home-school notebook. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Journaling 
• Email/text/social media 
• Sending cards and notes to others 
• Writing to do lists 
• Organizing and labeling 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  www.readwritethink.org 
• Writing to-do lists www.mindtools.com/pages/article/newHTE_05.htm 
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Standard SL.7.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ question 
and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the 
discussion back on topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when 
warranted, modify their own views. 

 

Essential Element EE.SL.7.1:   Engage in collaborative discussions. 
a. Come to discussions prepared to share information. 
b. With guidance and support from adults and peers, follow simple, 

agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
c. Remain on the topic of the discussion when answering questions or 

making other contributions to a discussion. 
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others in a discussion. 

 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.SL.6.1:    
• Engage in collaborative discussions. 

a. Come to discussions prepared to share information. 
b. With guidance and support from adults and peers, follow 

simple, agreed-upon rules for discussions and contribute 
information. 

c. Ask and answer questions specific to the topic, text, or issue 
under discussion. 

d. Restate key ideas expressed in the discussion. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.SL.8.1:    
• Engage in collaborative discussions. 

a. Come to discussions prepared to share information previously 
studied. 

b. Follow simple rules and carry out assigned roles during 
discussions. 

c. Remain on the topic of the discussion when asking or 
answering questions or making other contributions to a 
discussion. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others in a 
discussion and relate it to own ideas. 

I Can Statements for EE.SL.7.1.a: 
• I can participate in discussions. 
• I can prepare for discussions. 
• I can come to discussions prepared to share information. 
• I can come to discussions with self-created materials or supports to use in sharing information. 
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I Can Statements for EE.SL.7.1.b:  
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, follow simple agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, follow simple, agreed-upon rules for discussions. 
• I can participate in discussions with adults and peers. 

 
I Can Statements for EE.SL.7.1.c: 

• I can participate in discussions. 
• I can ask and answer questions specific to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
• I can remain on the topic of the discussion when asking or answering questions or making other contributions. 

 
I Can Statements for EE.SL.7.1.d: 

• I can participate in discussions. 
• I can indicate agreement with others during group discussions. 
• I can accept when others involved in the discussions agree or disagree with own perspective. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• roles 
• purpose 

 

 
• contribute 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples  for EE.SL.7.1.a: 
• Comment to others during a group discussion. 
• Respond to others when addressed. 
• Prepare for a discussion about a science topic by watching a video on the topic prior to the discussion. 
• Get ready for a discussion with peers by completing a specific assignment on a shared topic (e.g., Find a fact about…). 
• Preview a discussion study guide prior to the discussion. 
• Practice preprogrammed messages in a multiple message voice output device for use in discussion. 
• Prepare note cards with pictures and words to use during a discussion. 
• Program information into a multiple message voice output device for use in discussion an open page with messages as discussion begins. 

 
Instructional Examples  for EE.SL.7.1.b: 

• Comment to others during a group discussion. 
• Respond to others when addressed. 
• Add to the discussion when directly prompted to (e.g., “Tell us what you think.”). 
• Use a multiple message voice output device to add comments during a discussion offered spontaneously without attention to rules. 
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• Given an object to help ensure that only one student is talking at a time, listen while peers are talking and share own ideas when holding the object. 
• After being assigned a role for literature circle discussion, fulfill the role with support from peers in the group. 

 
Instructional Examples for EE.SL.7.1.c: 

• Comment to others during a group discussion. 
• Respond to others when addressed. 
• During a discussion with peers and current events, ask specific questions (e.g., “What happened to him?”) and answer questions (e.g., “Have you ever 

been there?”). 
• During a discussion with peers about a text, ask specific questions about the content (e.g., “Why did she do that?”) and answer questions when asked by 

peers (e.g., “What do you think?”). 
• During a discussion after a presentation, add a comment to the discussion about the presentation (e.g., “He said to ____.”). 
• During a discussion with peers about a text, add a comment to the discussion that is on topic (e.g., “It said to ____.”). 

 
Instructional Examples for EE.SL.7.1.d: 

• Comment to others during a group discussion. 
• Respond to others when addressed. 
• During a discussion about a science experiment in which the group participated or observed, use a multiple message voice output device to indicate 

agreement with a peer when he or she comments on the experiment. 
• Using preprogrammed messages, communicate agreement with points other individuals state. 
• After making a statement in a discussion when teacher asks, “What do you think?” if others disagree, indicate the comment was understood. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Listen to directions for a game 
• Engage in meaningful conversation 
• Respond to and ask questions 

 
Resources: 

• Speaking and Listening  Conversation Starters http://pinterest.com/pin/127789708149523619/ 
• Lesson Plans, Materials & Products www.speakingofspeech.com 
• I Have/Who Has Games 
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Standard SL.7.2:  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain 
how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.7.2:    Identify details related to the main idea of a text 
presented orally or through other media. 

 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.SL.6.2:   
• Identify information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 

visually, quantitatively, orally) that relates to a topic, text, or issue 
under study. 

 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.SL.8.2:      
• Determine the purpose of information presented in graphical, oral, 

visual, or multimodal formats. 

I Can Statements for EESL.7.2: 
• I can, with support, identify graphic, visual, tactual, or other information that represents a particular topic. 
• I can identify the topic of information presented in graphical, oral, visual, or multimodal formats that relates to a topic, text, or issue under study. 
• I can identify the main idea of information presented in graphical, oral, visual or multimodal formats that relates to a topic, text, or issue under study. 
• I can identify how the main idea is presented in graphical, oral, visual, or multimodal formats that relates to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• main idea 
 

 
• purpose 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples  for EESL.7.2: 
• Given an array of visual and/or tactual representations of lunch items, identify the pictures of our choices for lunch today. 
• Identify the topic of several different illustrations in a science textbook. 
• Identify the topic of a video from an array of choices. 
• State the main idea of a graph showing students’ preferences during free time (e.g., “Tells you what most kids like to do.”). 
• State the main idea, purpose, or message of an informational video. 
• State the main idea, purpose, or message of an informational video and explain how t that presentation relates to the topic being studied. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Listen to a podcast, talk radio, audio books and identify the main idea  
• Choice making using a visual schedule 
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Resources: 
• You Tube 
• We Give Books http://www.wegivebooks.org/ 
• Storybook http://www.storybookonline.net/Default.aspx 
• Barnes and Noble Story Time http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/online-storytime-books-toys/379003588/ 
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Standard SL.7.3:  Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of 
the evidence. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.7.3:  Determine whether the claims made by a speaker 
are fact or opinion. 

 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.SL.6.3:   
• Identify the reasons and evidence supporting the claims made by the 

speaker. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.SL.8.3:  
• Determine the argument made by a speaker on a topic. 

I Can Statements for EE.SL.7.3: 
• I can communicate own opinion about a claim made by a speaker. 
• I can determine whether one specific claim made by a speaker is fact or opinion. 
• I can determine whether the claims made by a speaker are fact or opinion. 
• I can, after listening to a speaker, recall the speaker’s claims and determine whether they are fact or opinion. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• claims 
 

• fact/opinion 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples  for EE.SL.7.3: 
• After watching a short documentary, indicate whether the main claim made by the narrator (e.g., “We must save the environment.”) is right or wrong. 
• After listening to the school’s morning news program, indicate whether the items in the news are good or bad (e.g., The teacher asks, “Is it good or bad 

that the boys’ soccer team won?”). 
• After listening to a speaker make a single claim (e.g., I think we have to try.”), determine if the claim is fact or opinion. 
• Given a statement written by a peer or adult while a speaker was talking, determine if it is fact or opinion. 
• Given a list of statements recorded while a speaker was talking, sort the statements based on those that are fact and those that are opinion. 
• Identify fact versus opinion using key words such as all, never, I think, I believe, I feel (e.g., The Earth is a planet versus I think that people should take 

better care of the Earth.). 
• After watching a short documentary, discuss the claims made by the narrator and determine whether each is fact or opinion. 
• After listening to the school’s morning news program, recall what was on the news and determine whether the claims were fact (e.g., the boys’ soccer 

team won.) or opinion (e.g., The dance is going to be really fun.). 
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Real World Connections:    
• Discriminate between right and wrong 
• Discriminate between fact and opinion 
• Reality TV 
• Advertisement claims 
• Political campaign promises 

 
Resources: 

• Author’s Purpose/Fact & Opinion www.thatquiz.org/tq/previewtest?S/D/M/S/83811323406681 
• Helping Students Distinguish Between Fact and Opinion Handy Handouts www.handyhandouts.com 
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Standard SL.7.4:  Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a 
focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and 
examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.7.4:  Present findings on a topic including relevant 
descriptions, facts, or details. 

 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.SL.6.4:   
• Present findings on a topic including descriptions, facts, or details. 

 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.SL.8.4:  
• Present descriptions, facts, or details supporting specific points made 

on a topic. 
 

I Can Statements for EE.SL.7.4: 
• I can indicate a detail related to a selected topic. 
• I can present findings including details related to a main idea or theme. 
• I can present findings including descriptions, facts, or details related to a main idea or theme. 
• I can present own findings including descriptions, facts, or details related to a main idea or theme. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• facts/details 
 

• theme 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples for EE.SL.7.4: 
• Vocalize in response to a specific part of a media presentation. 
• Point to a detail in a media presentation. 
• After reading a book and discussing the theme, present two details related to the theme. 
• Having worked with a group to create a presentation on Rocks and Minerals All Around Us, present one or two details. 
• After working with an adult to create a report on a book, present the report including a clear statement of the main idea of the book and details related 

to the main idea. 
• After working with a group to create a presentation on Rocks and Minerals All Around Us, present the findings including details regarding the rock and 

mineral samples that are being passed around the class. 
• Using a multimedia presentation on an interactive whiteboard, present the theme of the presentation (e.g., Rocks and minerals are all around us.), and 

present facts or details about them. 
• State the main idea of one’s own presentation (e.g., Animal shelters fit their needs.) and share specific descriptions of facts and details related to the 

topic. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Engage in IEP meetings 
• Create a newspaper article 
• Following instructions (e.g. put a shelf together) 
• Create a basic power point 

 
Resources: 

• Analyzing a Text http://usatodayeduate.com/wordpress/wp-content/files/5_Analyzing_text.pdf 
• Newspaper Template www.educatorstechnology.com 
• Printing Press www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/printing-press-30036.html 
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Standard SL.7.5:  Include multimedia components and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

Essential Element EE.SL.7.5:  Select or create audio recordings and 
visual/tactile displays to emphasize specific points in a presentation. 
   

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.SL.6.5:   
• Select an auditory, visual, or tactual display to clarify the information in 

presentations. 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.SL.8.5:  
• Include multimedia and visual information into presentations. 

I Can Statements for EE.SL.7.5: 
• I can select a visual or tactile display for the group to use in a presentation. 
• I can select items, images, or photographs to create a visual or tactual display. 
• I can select or create an audio recording, images, photographs, or other visual/tactual displays to emphasize points in presentations. 
• I can select or create an audio recording, images, photograph, or other visual/tactual displays to emphasize points and enhance the overall presentation. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• emphasize key points 
 

• displays 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Read, Write, Gold software 
Instructional Examples  for EE.SL.7.5: 

• Choose tactual displays to emphasize a point in the group’s presentation given a choice of two or more acceptable options. 
• Choose pictures to emphasize a point in the group’s presentation given a choice of two or more acceptable photos. 
• Select objects from a set of objects collected by classmates to place in a visual display for curriculum night. 
• Select photographs for the group to use in creating a montage about the class project. 
• Select an array of images from a media source to support points in a presentation. 
• Make a drawing to emphasize an important point in a presentation. 
• Select pictures or clipart to explain how to feed a dog. 
• Select audio recordings of different weather (e.g., light rain, thunder storm, hail, tornado) to enhance a presentation on the weather and emphasize the 

increasing intensity of the story types from beginning to end. 
Real World Connections:    

• Scrapbooking 
• Visual conversation boards (see resources) 
• Create a story with sound effects 
• Create personal time line 

Resources: 
• Visual Conversation Boards http://autismteachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Talk-to-mom-dad-sister-worksheets1.pdf 
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Standard SL.7.6:  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

Essential Element EE.SL.7.6:  Communicate precisely (i.e., provide complete 
information) or efficiently (i.e., telegraphic communication) as required by the 
context, task, and communication partner. 
   

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.SL.6.6:   
• Use formal and informal language as appropriate to the 

communication partner. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.SL.8.6:  
• Use complete sentences when communicating with others. 

I Can Statements for EE.SL.7.6: 
• I can communicate with multiple communication partners. 
• I can participate in communication activities with a partner. 
• I can communicate precisely (i.e., provide complete information) or efficiently (i.e., telegraphic communication) as required by the context, task, and 

communication partner. 
• I can communicate precisely (i.e., provide specific and complete information) or efficiently (i.e., telegraphic communication) as required by 

understanding of formal English. 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
• respond meaningfully 
• perspective 

 
• summarize 
• audience 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples  for EE.SL.7.6: 
• Use a single message voice output device programmed with a greeting to communicate with adults and peers in hallway. 
• Use eye gaze to communicate with more than on communication partner. 
• Respond meaningfully by gesturing, nodding, or using other devices to indicate understanding to communications from others. 
• Initiate communication with a partner. 
• Provide a complete account of an event in which they participated differently for different audiences (e.g., “First, we…  Next, we…  Then, we…, and …”). 
• Provide specific details when relating an event in which they participated differently for different contexts and audiences (e.g., “He did…”  “I did…”). 
• Communicate an event from different perspectives for different audiences (e.g., Tell about a personal experience in class and adjust the language to tell 

about the same event to peers.). 
 

179



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Greeting others 
• Interpreting and using nonverbal cues correctly 
• Soft skills for employment 
• Choose appropriate language for setting (using slang with peers) 

 
Resources: 

• Teaching Perspective http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/teaching-point-view-with-789.html 
• I am the Dog, I am the Cat by Donald Hall 
• Flying Solo by Ralph Fletcher 
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Standard L.7.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their 
function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex 
sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and 
correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.* 
 

Essential Element EE.L.7.1:   Demonstrate Standard English grammar and 
usage when communicating. 

a. NA 
b. Produce complete simple sentences when writing or communicating. 
c. NA 

 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.L.6.1:   
• Demonstrate Standard English grammar and usage when 

communicating. 
a. Use personal pronouns (e.g., he, she, they) correctly. 
b. Use indefinite pronouns. 
c. NA 
d. NA 
e. NA 

 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.L.8.1:   
• Demonstrate Standard English grammar and usage when 

communicating. 
a. NA 
b. Form and use the simple verb tenses (e.g., I walked, I walk, I 

will walk). 
c. Use appropriate verbs to match nouns. 
d. NA 

 
I Can Statements EE.L.7.1:  

• I can respond to standard English grammar and usage when communicating. 
• I can use multiple word utterances when writing or communicating. 
• I can produce simple complete sentences when writing or communicating. 
• I can produce a combination of simple and complex complete sentences when writing and communicating. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.7.1:   

• command 
• grammar 

 
• simple sentence 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples EE.L.7.1:   
• Indicate understanding of a statement by the teacher or a peer by responding to the statement, (e.g., nod in agreement, answer questions). 
• Follow simple commands delivered verbally or by gesture, sign, or other form of communication. 
• Say, “I want that one” when asked to make a choice. 
• Request help using a complete simple sentence. 
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• Respond to questions using standard grammar. 
• Writes about personal experiences using simple sentences (e.g., I got a CD, a shirt, and a game.). 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Job interviews/applications 
• Email 
• Placing an order 
• Requesting help or information 
• Socially appropriate conversation skills 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.7.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a 
fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old {,} green shirt). 

b. Spell correctly. 

Essential Element EE.L.7.2:   Demonstrate understanding of conventions of 
Standard English. 

a. Use end punctuation when writing a sentence or question. 
b. Spell words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter-sound 

relationships and/or common spelling patterns. 
 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.L.6.2:   
• Demonstrate understanding of conventions of Standard English. 

a. Use question marks at the end of written questions. 
b. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on letter-sound 

relationships and common spelling patterns. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.L.8.2:   
• Demonstrate understanding of conventions of Standard English. 

a. Use end punctuation and capitalization when writing a 
sentence or question. 

b. NA 
c. Spell words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter-

sound relationships and/or common spelling patterns. 
 

I Can Statements EE.L.7.2.a:  
• I can participate in shared writing of sentences. 
• I can use a period to end a sentence. 
• I can use end punctuation when writing a sentence or question. 
• I can use end punctuation when writing text with multiple sentences. 

 
I Can Statements EE.L.7.2.b:  

• I can demonstrate awareness of letters and words. 
• I can spell common sight words correctly. 
• I can spell words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter-sound relationships and/or common spelling patterns. 
• I can spell multi-syllable words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter-sound relationships and/or common spelling patterns. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.7.2.a:   

• sentence 
• note 
• question 
• period 

 
 

 
• common sight word 
• simple sentence 
• journal entry 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
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Instructional Examples EE.L.7.2.a:   
• Make a choice from two items to complete a sentence during shared writing. 
• When participating in shared writing, reminds teacher to end the sentence with a period. 
• Writes a note to a friend including the question, “Will you go?” 
• Writes a single sentence about an observation during science class and uses a period correctly at the end of the sentence. 
• When writing a short note or e-mail to a friend, include a question and two or three short sentences and correct ending punctuation. 
• When writing about an observation in science class that includes two or more sentences, ends each with a period appropriately. 
• When writing a journal entry, ends each sentence appropriately with a period. 

 
Instructional Examples EE.L.7.2.b:   

• Point to text when asked to show me the words to read in a book. 
• Point to letters on a bulletin board in the hallway when asked, “Where are the letters?” 
• In own writing, spell common sight words correctly (e.g., is, the in, at, can, on). 
• During shared writing the teacher asks that a word be spelled, spell the word (e.g., The teacher asks, “Who can help me spell can?” and the student 

replies, c-a-n.). 
• Spell words phonetically when writing simple sentences. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Write letters 
• Recognize site words and city symbols on billboards and community or traffic signs 
• Menus 
• Order forms 
• Writing notes to family members and peers 
• Internet searches 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.7.3:  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.* 

Essential Element EE.L.7.3:   Use language to achieve desired outcomes when 
communicating. 

a. Use precise language as required to achieve desired meaning. 
 

 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.L.6.3:   
• Use language to achieve desired outcomes when communicating. 

a. Vary use of language when the listener or reader does not 
understand the initial attempt. 

b. NA 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.L.8.3:   
• Use language to achieve desired outcomes when communicating. 

a. Use to-be verbs (am, are, is, was, were, be, become, became) 
accurately when writing and communicating. 

 

I Can Statements EE.L.7.3:   
• I can acknowledge and respond to communication. 
• I can use language to communicate. 
• I can use precise language as required to achieve desired meaning. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.7.3:   

• affect 
• desired 
• refuse 
 

 
• response 
• comment 
• request 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples EE.L.7.3:   
• Respond to others’ communication using own form of communication (e.g., sign, communication device, single word or speech). 
• Change affect appropriately in response to others’ communication with them – smile, eye gaze, or some form of communication. 
• Use a consistent, language-based approach to communicating a variety of communicative functions (e.g., to make a request, the student says “want 

more,” “more <desired item>,” or “Can I…?” to refuse, the student says “no way” or “stop it”; to comment, the student says, “That’s cool,” “I like it,” or 
“gross.”). 

• After saying, “I want some.” and not getting desired item, repeats self by saying, “I want some water.” 
• Select language to match appropriate wants and needs. 
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Real World Connections:     
• Socially appropriate interactions/communications 
• Verbalizing wants and needs 
• Expand utterances (verbal, signing, I Pad, augmentative device) to meet needs and requests 
• Develop independence in communication 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.7.4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
 

Essential Element EE.L.7.4:   Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings. 
a. Use context to determine which word is missing from a text. 
b. Use frequently occurring root words (e.g., like) and the words that 

result when affixes are added (e.g., liked, disliked, liking). 
c. Seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words are 

encountered while reading or communicating 
d. NA  

 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.L.6.4:   
• Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings. 

a. Use context to determine which word is missing from a 
content area text. 

b. Use frequently occurring root words (e.g., like) and the words 
that result when affixes are added (e.g., liked, disliked, liking). 

c. Seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words 
are encountered while reading or communicating 

d. NA 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.L.8.4:   
• Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings. 

a. Use context to determine which word is missing from a 
content area text. 

b. Use frequently occurring root words (e.g., like) and the words 
that result when affixes are added (e.g., liked, disliked, liking). 

c. Seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar 
words are encountered while reading or communicating. 

d. NA 

I Can Statements EE.L.7.4.a:   
• I can demonstrate an understanding of the meaning of common words. 
• I can match vocabulary to meaning. 
• I can use context to identify which word in an array of content-related words is missing from a sentence. 
• I can use context to determine the meaning of a new word. 
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I Can Statements EE.L.7.4.b:   
• I can identify a root word (e.g., likes). 
• I can identify affixes (suffixes, prefixes). 
• I can use affixes to clarify meaning. 

 
I Can Statements EE.L.7.4.c:   

• I can ask for help when needed. 
• I can recognize a new word when encountered while reading or communicating. 
• I can seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words are encountered while reading or communicating. 
• I can consult reference materials (dictionaries, online vocabulary supports) to clarify the meaning of unfamiliar words encountered when reading. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.7.4:   

• dictionary 
• affix 
• suffix 

 

 
• unfamiliar 
• prefix 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples EE.L.7.4.a:   
• Identify an object named by an adult. 
• Match a word to its meaning. 
• Match a picture to word. 
• Complete a maze task by using context to fill in missing words. 
• Given a sentence with an underlined word, replace the underlined word with another word that has the same meaning. 

 
Instructional Examples EE.L.7.4.b:   

• Use magnetic letters to separate affixes from the root word. 
• Given a text, student will highlight affixes. 
• Given a close text, student will use a bank of possible word choices (dislike, liking, liked) to complete the text. 

 
Instructional Examples EE.L.7.4.c:   

• Indicate a need for assistance through gestures, eye contact or gaze, vocalizations, etc. 
• Use a switch to indicate understanding, when asked, “Do you understand?”, or need for clarification when asked, “Do you have any questions?” 
• Indicate need for help by raising hand, hitting switch, etc. 
• While reading with a teacher, point to a word indicating that it is the new word they just learned. 
• Use a bulletin board created by a teacher to clarify meaning of an unfamiliar word encountered while reading. 
• While reading the student points to an unfamiliar word and asks, “What’s that?” 
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• Look up an unfamiliar word in a primary dictionary to check the meaning. 
• Use an electronic dictionary to enter an unfamiliar word encountered in text and check the meaning. 
• Use the vocabulary look-up feature in a screen reader to check the meaning of an unknown word. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Ordering off a menu 
• Phone features (speed dial, emergency calls, favorites, speech to text) 
• Finding stores on a kiosk or map 
• Use spell check on the computer when writing   

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.7.5:  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological 
allusions) in context. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 
synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with 
similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, 
diplomatic, condescending). 
 

Essential Element EE.L.7.5:   Demonstrate understanding of word relationships 
and use. 

a. Identify the literal and nonliteral meanings of words in context. 
b. Demonstrate understanding of synonyms and antonyms. 
c. NA 

 
 
  

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.L.6.5:   
• Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and use. 

a. Identify the meaning of simple similes (e.g., The man was as 
big as a tree.). 

b. Demonstrate understanding of words by identifying other 
words with similar and different meanings. 

c. NA 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.L.8.5:   
• Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and use. 

a. Demonstrate understanding of the use of multiple meaning 
words. 

b. Use knowledge of common words to understand the meaning 
of compound and complex words in which they appear (e.g., 
birdhouse, household). 

c. Use descriptive words to add meaning when writing and 
communicating. 

 
I Can Statements EE.L.7.5:   

• Given a category, I can sort words into categories. 
• I can identify common words that are opposites. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of synonyms and antonyms. 
• I can produce synonyms and antonyms. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.7.5:   

• antonym 
 

 
• synonym 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples EE.L.7.5:   
• Given common words, sort them into categories (e.g., hot versus cold items, big versus small items) 
• When told he can have a small piece, indicate a desire for a big piece. 
• Select cold when asked to find the opposite of hot. 
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• Given a word, match it to an antonym from two choices. 
• Given a word, match it to its synonym from two choices. 
• Given a set of words, match those that are synonyms (angry = mad; begin = start) and antonyms (near ≠ far; light ≠ dark). 
• When asked by the teacher, provide a word that is a synonym or antonym for a known word. 
• Create lists of synonyms and antonyms. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• Understand corresponding facial expressions and emotions 
• Express feelings 
• Gauging feelings on a visual scale 
• Substitute synonyms or antonyms to clarify requests 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.7.6:  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 

 

Essential Element EE.L.7.6:    Use general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases across contexts. 
 

Grade 6 Essential Element EE.L.6.6:   
• Use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases across 

contexts. 
 

Grade 8 Essential Element EE.L.8.6:   
• Use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases across 

contexts. 
 

I Can Statements EE.L.7.6:   
• I can identify pictures and other symbols that represent general academic and domain-specific words. 
• I can identify of general academic and domain-specific words. 
• I can use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 
• I can acquire and use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases. 

 
Key Vocabulary EE.L.7.6:   

• vocabulary 
• symbol 
• sort 

 
• represents 
• characters 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• graphic organizer 
• photos 
• Boardmaker (visual software program) 
• Sentence strip template 
• BookShare 

 
Instructional Examples EE.L.7.6: 

• After the teacher uses photographs to teach new vocabulary to the class, point to a picture when asked. 
• Use graphic organizers to generalize and sort old versus new words. 
• Match new content words to pictures. 
• Use assigned content word or phrase in speaking or writing such as in a one or two sentence content report. 
• Fill in the blank with a content word choice from options. 
• Answer questions about an informational text that uses new specific content vocabulary. 
• Match meaning of content word or phrase to its use in a sentence (e.g., sentence strip to sentence strip). 
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Real World Connections:     
• Ordering off a menu 
• Matching a picture schedule 
• Acquire and use appropriate background knowledge vocabulary (fair, movie theater, zoo, library, mall, cooking) 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Resources: 
 
General Resources 
http://www.ndcurriculuminitiative.org/  
http://ndcurriculuminitiative.org/common_core 
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/ 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/ 
http://learni.st  
www.fcrr.org 
http://www.sharemylesson.com  
http://readingandwritingproject.com/ 
http://www.time4writing.com/teaching-writing/  
http://tarheelreader.org/  
http://www.readinga-z.com/  
http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
http://www.vocabularya-
z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
Edmark Functional Words 
Boardmaker 
http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/map.html 
http://www.inspiration.com/ 
Aims Web Writing prompts https://aimsweb.pearson.com/ 
http://www.wordle.net/ 
http://autismteachingstrategies.com 
http://www.tumblebooks.com 
 
Grade 7 Resources: 

 
Activities and Games for Vocabulary for Grade 7: 
http://learni.st/users/421/boards/2063-7th-grade-vocabulary-strategies-common-
core-standard-7-l-
6?tb=d82fac643d4f1332e69792ec9737c584#/users/421/boards/2063-7th-grade-
vocabulary-strategies-common-core-standard-7-l-6 
Pinterest Common Core Ideas:  
http://pinterest.com/search/pins/?q=common%20core%20grade%207  
Storyline Online http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
Poetry Farm http://www.poemfarm.amylv.com/p/find-poem.html 
Web English Teacher http://www.webenglishteacher.com/poetry.html 
Library Thing www.librarything.com 
Sterling Publishing: www.sterlingpublishing.com 
Practice Fiction/Nonfiction: www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/i/fictionnonp1st.cfm 
Brain Pop Jr.: www.brainpopjr.com 
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Fiction vs. Nonfiction Jeopardy: http://www.quia.com/cb/258031.html  
Fiction/Nonfiction (Comprehension) Lesson Plan: 
http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3comp_3.pdf  
Youtube - Pixar Short Films: www.youtube.com 
Quia-What Can You Infer? :http://www.quia.com/pop/43335.html 
Inference Riddle Game (Online): http://www.philtulga.com/Riddles.html 
Classroom Strategies (Inference): 
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference/ 
Reading Rockets: www.readingrockets.org 
Reading Quest (Summarizing): http://www.readingquest.org/strat/ 
Super Teacher: www.superteacherworksheets.com 
Tagxedo: http://www.tagxedo.com/ 
Study Skills Checklist: http://www.educationcorner.com/study-skills-checklist.html 
Study Skills for Students: http://www.educationcorner.com/study-skills.html 
Read Write Think: http://www.readwritethink.org/ 
File Folder Fun: www.filefolderfun.com 
File Folder Farm: www.filefolderfarm.com 
PBS Kids (Info on Advertisement): http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks/ 
Autism Teaching Strategies: http://autismteachingstrategies.com/ 
Speaking of Speech: www.speakingofspeech.com  
Online Grammar Game:  http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/grammar/verbs.htm 
Advertising Game 
http://www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/advertising.html 
Write Away: http://jc-schools.net/writeaway/prompts.html 
Photographic Dictionary: http://photographicdictionary.com/ 
Grocery Store App titled: Shopping List and Grocery Pal 
You Tube Videos of Commercials: www.youtube.com  
Autism Teaching Strategies: http://autismteachingstrategies.com/free-social-
skills-downloads-2/ 
Speaking of 
Speech: http://www.speakingofspeech.com/Language_Materials.html 
Read Right Think: http://www.readwritethink.org/resources/resource-
print.html?id=23 
Fractured Fairy Tales at: www.youtube.com/watch?bv=pYiCM35V7_w 
Assorted versions of books related to The Three Little Pigs 
Main Idea and Summarizing Activity: 
http://www.swcs.us/home/studentlearning/Courses%20of%20Study/PowerStand
ards/5th%20grade%20resource%20book/5th%20main%20idea/5th%20-
%20main%20idea.pdf 
Alternative Book Reports: https://jeoppardylabs.com 
Visual Poetry Template: http://pinterest.com/pin/100979216617208156/ Classic 
Starts http://www.sterlingpublishing.com/ 
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List of Apps for Social Skills (download document at bottom of page) 
http://consonantlyspeaking.com/posts/2012/05/social-skills-and-autism-spectrum-
disorders-app-list 
Point of ViewTube Video: http://pinterest.com/pin/52495151877712386/ 
Florida Center for Reading and Research Lesson Plan: 
http://www.fcrr.org/Curriculum/PDF/G2-3/2-3comp_3.pdf 
Speaking and Listening Conversation Starters 
http://pinterest.com/pin/127789708149523619/ 
Lesson Plans, Materials & Products www.speakingofspeech.com 
I Have/Who Has Games 
We Give Books http://www.wegivebooks.org 
Storybook Online www.storybookonline.net 
Barnes and Noble Story Time http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/online-
storytime-books-toys/379003588/ 
Author’s Purpose/ Fact & Opinion 
http://www.thatquiz.org/tq/previewtest?S/D/M/S/83811323406681 
Helping Students Distinguish Between Fact and Opinion Handy Handouts 
www.handyhandouts.com 
Analyzing a Text http://usatodayeducate.com/wordpress/wp-
content/files/5_Analyzing_text.pdf 
Printing Press http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-
interactives/printing-press-30036.html 
Newspaper Template www.educatorstechnology.com 
Visual Conversation Boards http://autismteachingstrategies.com/wp-
content/uploads/2012/06/Talk-to-mom-dad-sister-worksheets1.pdf 
Teaching Perspective http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/teaching-point-view-with-789.html 
I am the Dog, I am the Cat by Donald Hall 
Flying Solo by Ralph Fletcher 
Aims Web Writing Prompts https://aimsweb.pearson.com/ 
Photo Dictionary http://photographicdictionary.com 
Educational Dictionary-Thesaurus http://www.wordsmyth.net/ 
Earth Link Writing Prompts http://home.earthlink.net/~jhholly/pnarrative.html 
Study Zone http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/a/personalexpl.cfm 
Remnant Book Information http://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/files/how-to-
handouts/RemnantBooks_000.pdf 
Conversation Hearts http://thisreadingmama.com/2013/02/05/heart-to-heart-
conversations-teaching-dialogue-with-conversation-hearts/ 
Calvin & Hobbes http://pinterest.com/pin/253257179016996559/ 
Student Interactive Writing http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-
resources/grade/7-8/?popular 
Circle Journals 
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English Language Arts     
  
 Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening 

 
 Grade Eight 
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Standard RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.1:  Cite text to support inferences from stories and 
poems. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.1:   
• Analyze text to identify where information is explicitly stated and 

where inferences must be drawn. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.1:   
• Determine which citations demonstrate what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can indicate whether an example is a citation from the text or not. 
• I can identify which evidence from an array of text citations support an inference. 
• I can cite text to support inferences from stories and poems. 
• I can cite text to support what is inferred versus what is stated explicitly in the text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• inference 
 

• explicit 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Given a list of possible citations, indicate which is from the text; indicate “yes” or “no” that a sentence or series of sentences is from the text or not. 
• Choose from a list of three or more citations from the text, one that tells why we can infer that a character took an action; choose from a list of three or 

more citations from the text, one that tells why we can infer that a character feels a particular way. 
• Cite specific aspects of the text that tell what happened in a story to make a character take an action (the boy ran away because the dog was chasing 

him.); cite specific events of the text that made a character happy (the man was happy because he got his money back); cite text that supports the 
theme that parents still love you no matter what you do or do not do (he broke the glass but his mother still loves him). 

• Given an inference and several explicit statements, cite text that supports each. 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Base an inference on evidence 
• Print and electronic messages 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Anchor Chart on Inferences http://pinterest.com/pin/16888567322269692/ 
• You Tube Inference Lesson http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNvgHZgytPI&feature=share 
• Making Inferences Explanation and Activities http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/comprehension/makeinferences/grownups.weml 

 

199

http://tarheelreader.org/
http://www.readinga-z.com/
http://www.sciencea-z.com/
https://www.n2y.com/news2you/
http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592
http://pinterest.com/pin/16888567322269692/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNvgHZgytPI&feature=share
http://www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/comprehension/makeinferences/grownups.weml


 

Standard RL.8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the 
characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.2:  Recount an event related to the theme or central 
idea, including details about the character and setting. 
  

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.2:   
• Identify events in a text that are related to the theme or central idea. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.2:   
• Recount events related to the theme or central idea, including details 

about character and setting. 
                                                  

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify parts of a familiar story. 
• I can identify a summary that reflects a familiar story. 
• I can provide a summary of a familiar text. 
• I can provide a summary of a text. 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
• inference 
• detail 
• setting 

 
• explicit 
• main idea 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Given a list of story parts (text or symbols), identify the parts that go with a familiar story; respond “yes” or “no” when asked if a story part read aloud 

goes with a familiar story. 
• Given two or more summaries of familiar stories, match each summary to the correct story; given two or more summaries, select the one that best 

matches a familiar story. 
• Given a familiar story, identify the essential elements (characters, settings, and/or events) and combine those elements into a summary (Using Mark 

Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: “Huck is a boy”, “Huck says no”, “Huck misbehaves”, “Huck lives in a house”, “Huck can run fast”); use a 
graphic organizer to record the essential elements of a story and use the completed organizer while telling the summary of the story; use writing 
strategy software that coaches the student to record the essential elements of a story and generate a written summary. 

• Given a story, identify how the feelings of two or more characters relate to the theme of the text; complete a partially filled in graphic organizer by 
providing elements from the story that relate to the central idea that is already provided.   
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Real World Connections:    
• Being able to share personal experiences with others 
• Journaling (gathering information for doctor) 
• Social media 
• Friendly letter 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard RL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story 
or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a 
decision. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.3:  Identify which incidents in a story or drama lead 
to subsequent action. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.3:   
• Determine how two or more story elements are related. 

 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.3:   
• Determine how characters change or develop over the course of a text. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can sequence two or more incidents from a familiar story. 
• I can, given two or more incidents from a book, identify which one led to the other. 
• I can identify which incidents in a story or drama led to subsequent action. 
• I can explain how incidents in a story or drama lead to subsequent incidents. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• symbolic representation 
• sequence 

 
• incident 
• cause and effect 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After reading/listening to a familiar text and given two story incidents (in text or symbol form), more them into the right order. 
• After reading a story the class created about a classroom activity and given symbolic representations of two incidents, identifies which came first and 

which came last. 
• Given a list of incidents from the book, identify which one is caused by the others. 
• Given a cause and effect filled in on a graphic organizer, select and arrow to show the direction of the cause and effect. 
• Use a graphic organizer to link an incident from a story to other incidents that led to it. 
• After the teacher projects a passage on an interactive white board and highlights an incident, highlight two or more incidents that led to that incident. 
• After reading a book and discussing a critical incident in it, identify which indents lead up to the critical incident. 
• After listening to or reading The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, pick a conversation when Huck starts to view Big Jim differently. 
• After reading a book, describe an incident and describe how other incidents lead to it. 

 
 
 

Real World Connections:    
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• Being able to reflect on personal experiences 
• Understanding cause and effect relationships 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Lessons and Activities http://foremanteaches.blogspot.com/2013/04/cause-and-effect-relationships-and.html 
• Cause & Effect Relationships and Activities http://foremanteaches.blogspot.com/2013/04/cause-and-effect-relationships-and.html 
• Behavior Reflection Sheet www.kidpointz.com/behavior-tools/reflection-sheets/view/behavior-reflection.pdf 

 

203

http://tarheelreader.org/
http://www.readinga-z.com/
http://www.sciencea-z.com/
https://www.n2y.com/news2you/
http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592
http://foremanteaches.blogspot.com/2013/04/cause-and-effect-relationships-and.html
http://foremanteaches.blogspot.com/2013/04/cause-and-effect-relationships-and.html
http://www.kidpointz.com/behavior-tools/reflection-sheets/view/behavior-reflection.pdf


 

Standard RL.8.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.4:  Determine connotative meanings of words and 
phrases in a text. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.4:   
• Determine the meaning of simple idioms and figures of speech as they 

are used in a text. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.4:   
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including idioms, analogies, and figures of speech. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify meaning of words in literature. 
• I can identify multiple meaning words in literature. 
• I can determine the meanings of words and phrases in literature including figurative language. 
• I can express meanings of words and phrases in literature including figurative language. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• figurative language 
 

• literal language 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Match words found in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (raft, river, slave man, boy, gun, steamboat) to illustrations. 
• Point to a picture depicting a word that came from the text. 
• Given two pictures depicting the same word with different meanings (e.g. the bat with which a ball is hit and a bat that is an animal), identify which 

illustration depicts what was meant in the text. 
• Given two pictures depicting the same word with different meanings (e.g. the yard of a house and a yard as in measurement), identify which illustration 

depicts what was meant in the text. 
• Given a text, identify the meaning of green with envy, big headed, and quick as a wink. 
• Given figurative language found in the suggested text above and shown two different illustrations-one that shows it literally (boy winking) and one that 

shows it figuratively (boy running), identify which illustration is what the author meant. 
• After reading The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, use the word cur as used in the story (e.g., mean, cowardly person) and as it is used to refer to a stray dog 

(e.g., mongrel dog or mutt). 
• Use an expression of figurative language from a text (e.g., raining cats and dogs, green with envy, big headed) in a sentence. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Understand common connotative misunderstandings when texting or using social media 
• Pick up on social nuances  
• Understand literal and implied meanings in conversations 
• Understand facial expressions and body language 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Super Teacher http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/synonyms-antonyms.html 
• Determining Word Meanings http://elastars.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/lesson-13-determining-word-meanings-figurative-and-connotative.pdf 
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Standard RL.8.5:  Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and 
analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and 
style. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.5:  Compare and contrast the structure of two or 
more texts. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.5:   
• Compare the structure of two or more texts (e.g., stories, poems, or 

dramas).  
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.5:   
• Identify where a text deviates from a chronological presentation of 

events. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can decide if it is a story or a poem after listening to a familiar text. 
• I can identify common structures used in familiar texts. 
• I can compare and contrast the structure of two texts with obviously different structures. 
• I can compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• rhyme 
• story 
• drama 
• compare 

 

 
• similarities 
• differences 
• dialogue 
• contrast 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Points to story after hearing someone read a familiar story. 
• Responds “yes” or “no” when asked, “Was that a story?” 
• Given a familiar story, activate a switch to identify a repeated phrase that is used to create a structure for the story. 
• Given a familiar poem, tell one thing about the structure (e.g., “it has words that rhyme.”). 
• Given a familiar story, tell one thing about the structure (e.g., “It tells about what happens.”). 
• Given a story and a drama, tell what is the same and what is different about them (e.g., “The story tells what happens and drama tells what people 

say.”). 
• Given a story and a poem, tell what is the same and what is different. 
• Tell what is different about the structure of two stories such as one story has dialogue (e.g., “Tells you what the boy is saying,”) and the other does not 

(e.g., “Just tells you what the boy thinks and does.”). 
• Compare and contrast the structure of two poems (e.g., “One poem ends in rhymes and another does not end in rhymes.”). 
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Real World Connections:    
• Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts in a library or store setting and choose the text that meets one’s needs, interest and level 
• Compare and contrast personal experiences with characters from a text 
• Use Venn diagrams to make comparisons between students’ interests  
• Read a graphic novel of a familiar story 
• Use templates for making lists (groceries, medications, messages, etc.) 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Tumblebooks http://www.tumblebooks.com 
• Storyline Online http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
• Poetry Farm http://www.poemfarm.amylv.com/p/find-poem.html 
• Web English Teacher http://www.webenglishteacher.com/poetry.html 
• Read Write Think http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/choosing-clear-varied-dialogue-291.html 
• Fiction Book Suggestions for Teaching Compare and Contrast http://pinterest.com/pin/71283606574360004/ 
• Compare and Contrast Resources http://www.teachersnotebook.com/search/results?sf=&keyword=compare+and+contrast&pr=1 
• Sequencing http://www.teachersnotebook.com/search/results?sf=&keyword=sequence&pr=1&c_15=2318 
• Problem and Solution  http://www.teachersnotebook.com/search/results?sf=&keyword=problem+and+solution&pr=1&c_15=2318 
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Standard RL.8.6:  Analyze how differences in the points of the view of the 
characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of 
dramatic irony) creates such effects as suspense or humor. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.6:  Determine the difference in the points of view of 
a character and the audience or reader in a text with suspense or humor. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.6:   
• Compare the points of view of two or more characters or narrators in a 

text. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.6:   
• Determine a point of view or cultural experience in a work of literature 

from outside the United States and compare it with own point of view 
or experience. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a character in a story. 
• I can identify the point of view of a character in a story that is humorous or suspenseful. 
• I can determine a difference in the points of view of a character and the audience or reader in a text with suspense or humor. 
• I can compare points of view of characters in a story and the audience or reader in a text with suspense or humor. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• irony 
• point of view 
• main character 

 

 
• idiom 
• suspense 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After shared reading of a story, select an illustration from the story that shows the character the story is about. 
• After shared reading of a story, select from choices the name of a character. 
• After shared reading of a humorous story, identify the point of view of a character. 
• After shared reading of suspenseful story, identify the point of view of the main character. 
• In a book with suspense, compare the point of view of the main character with that of the reader. 
• In a book with lots of idioms (e.g., any book in the Amelia Bedelia series), compare the point of view of the main character with the point of view of the 

reader (e.g., “How is Amelia feeling as she is following directions and how are we feeling as the reader?”). 
• In a book with a great deal of suspense, compare the point of view of the main character with other characters in the story and the reader. 
• In a book with lots of idioms (Amelia Bedelia series), compare the point of view of the main character (Amelia) with the point of view of other characters 

(Amelia’s employer) and the reader (e.g., “How is Amelia feeling as she is following directions?  How do her employers feel?  How are we feeling as the 
reader?”). 
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Real World Connections:    
• Reading comic books, cartoons, or graphic novels 
• Reading for entertainment 
• Making personal connections to the text 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Classic Starts http://www.sterlingpublishing.com/ 
• Idioms App https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/english-idioms-illustrated/id413057971?mt=8 
• Idioms App http://www.venturaes.com/ipadapps/kidioms2.asp 
• Quia http://www.quia.com/rr/343294.html 
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Standard RL.8.7:  Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a 
story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating 
the choices made by the director or actors. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.7:  Compare and contrast a text version of a story, 
drama, or poem with an audio, video, or live version of the same text. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.7:   
• Compare a text version of a story, drama, or poem with an audio, 

video, or live version of the same text. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.7:  
• Compare the representation of a subject or topic in two different 

artistic mediums (e.g., poetry and illustration). 

I Can Statements: 
• I can match illustrations in a book with the characters in a film or live production. 
• I can match a scene in a filmed or live production with the parallel scene in the text version. 
• I can compare and contrast a scene from a filmed or live production of a story or drama to the text or script. 
• I can compare and contrast a filmed or live production of a story or drama to the text or script. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• compare 
• contrast 
• parallel passage 

 

 
• script 
• scene 
• live production 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• While watching a film version of The Wind in the Willows, point to the corresponding picture of the characters from the book as they appear in the film. 
• Given pictures of characters of a film production of The Three Little Pigs, point to the picture of the appropriate character while the teacher is reading 

the book. 
• After reading a chapter from The Incredible Journey, signal when the scene appears in the movie. 
• After reading a scene from a text version of The Wind in the Willows signal when the scene appears in the film version. 
• Compare and contrast a scene from a movie version The Adventures of Tom Sawyer with the parallel passage in the text-based version of it. 
• Compare and contrast a scene from a movie (e.g., when Mole meets Ratty in The Wind in the Willows) with the parallel scene in the text. 
• Compare and contrast the script to the production of a play at school. 
• Watch a movie about the Titanic and read the book, The Last Day on the Titanic, then compare and contrast the two. 

 
 
Real World Connections:    
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• Distinguish preference between a book or movie portrayal of a story.  
• YouTube 

 
Resources: 

• Storyline Online http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
• Pearson Books http://www.wegivebooks.org/ 
• YouTube Videos  http://www.youtube.com/ 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard RL.8.8:  Not applicable to literature 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.8:   Not applicable to literature 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.8:  
• Not applicable to literature 

 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.8:   
• Not applicable to literature 

I Can Statements: 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
 

Real World Connections:    
 
Resources: 
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Standard RL.8.9:  Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, 
pattern of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or 
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is 
rendered new. 
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.9:  Compare and contrast themes, patterns of 
events, or characters across two or more stories or dramas. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.9:   
• Compare a fictional time, place, or character in one text with the same 

time, place, or character portrayed in a historical account. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.9:   
• Identify when an author draws upon or references a different text. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a character in a story. 
• I can identify the theme, pattern of events, or characters from a story. 
• I can compare and contrast themes, patterns of events or characters across two or more stories or dramas. 
• I can compare and contrast themes, patterns of events, or characters across one modern and one traditional story, myth, or religious work. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• compare 
• theme 
• character 

 
• contrast 
• myth 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After shared reading of a story, select an illustration from the story that shows the main character the story is about. 
• After shared reading of a story, select from choices the name of a character. 
• Identify a character that plays a certain role in a story (e.g., good guy, bad guy). 
• Given events from a story, arrange the events to identify the pattern in which they appear in the story. 
• Use a graphic organizer to record the theme, pattern of events and names of characters from a story. 
• Compare and contrast the events in one text with the events of another. 
• Compare and contrast how Superman and the police both work to keep the law and help people. 
• Compare and contrast the events of a myth with a common “hero journey” theme with the theme of a modern work with a true hero (e.g., firefighter, 

police officer, or service member). 
• Compare and contrast the traits of the Fairy Godmother in a modern tale with the characteristics of the Fairy Godmother in a traditional version of 

Cinderella. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Understanding how things are related 
• Form generalities about a character or theme within numerous chapters or episodes, of a storyline 
• Know the predictability of certain themes such as the “good guy always wins” or “all is well that ends well” 

 
Resources: 

• Storyline Online http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
• Pearson Books http://www.wegivebooks.org/ 
• YouTube Videos  http://www.youtube.com/ 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Internet4Classrooms 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/assessment_assistance/assessment_preparation_language_arts_compare_contrast_activities.htm 
• Busy Teacher Cafe  http://www.busyteacherscafe.com/themes/fairytales.html 
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Standard RL.8.10:  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently.  
 

Essential Element EE.RL.8.10:  Demonstrate understanding of text while 
activity engaged in reading or listening to stories, dramas, and poetry. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RL.7.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding of text while actively engaged in reading 

or listening to stories, dramas, and poetry. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RL.9-10.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding of a text while activity engaged in reading 

or listening to stories, dramas, and poems. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can demonstrate understanding of stories, dramas, or poetry while reading. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of an orally presented stories, dramas, or poetry. 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Listen to a story, drama, or poem and answer related questions.  
• Read a given story, drama, or poem and answer related questions.  

 
Real World Connections:     

• All media 
• Read for pleasure 

 
Resources: 

• All resources from previous standards in Reading Literature. 
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Standard RI.8.1:  Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
explicit analysis as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.1:  Cite text to support inferences from 
informational text. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.1:   
• Analyze text to identify where information is explicitly stated and 

where inferences must be drawn. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.1:   
• Determine which citations demonstrate what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferentially. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a type of informational text. 
• I can identify text as a key idea or evidence in a text. 
• I can cite text to support inferences from informational text.  
• I can cite text to support analysis and inferences from informational text. 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
• inference 
• evidence 

 

 
• explicitly 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Select from two choices, the one that provides information about the weather (e.g., point to a weather map when presented with a weather map and a 

story book and asked, “What tells you about the weather?”). 
• Select from two choices, the one that has phone numbers (e.g., point to a phone book when asked, “Where do you find a number to call on the 

phone?”). 
• Identify the representation of rain on a weather map as evidence that it will rain today. 
• Choose from a list of 3 or more citations from the text, one that is evidence that cars are faster than a horse and buggy. 
• Use a picture map to support inferences about directions (e.g., ask, “How do we know what direction to go?,” the student responds, “This way-where 

the arrow is pointing.”). 
• Using a geography chapter with highlighted text that defines the climate near the ocean, find information to support the inference that it is rainy near 

the ocean (e.g., The text says it rains more days than it is sunny.) 
• Using pictures of island, cities and farmland, and text about their climates, cite text to determine the climate and make inferences about the weather. 
• Using a geography chapter, find the text that defines the climate near the ocean, analyze the climate, and make inferences about the weather. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Categorize and use augmentative devices effectively 
• Infer appropriate dress for weather 
• Interpret key words to make informed decisions in everyday life 
• Understand social media and email messages. 
• Understand facial expressions and body language. 
• Understand appropriate social skills. 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Pixar Short Films http://www.youtube.com/ 
• Inference Game http://www.philtulga.com/Riddles.html 
• Quia: What can you Infer? http://www.quia.com/pop/43335.html 
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Standard RI.8.2:  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 
supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.2:  Provide a summary of a familiar informational 
text. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.2:   
• Determine two or more central ideas in a text. 

 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.2:   
• Determine the central idea of the text and select details to support it. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify parts of a familiar informational text. 
• I can identify a summary that reflects a familiar informational text. 
• I can provide a summary of a familiar informational text. 
• I can provide a summary of an informational text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• central idea 
• informational text 

 

 
• summary 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After sharing a familiar informational text, respond by nodding or using a switch to identify a statement read aloud. 
• After shared reading of a familiar informational text, identify an illustration. 
• Given two or more summaries of historical events, match each summary to a familiar informational text. 
• Given two or more summaries, select the one that best matches a familiar informational text. 
• Use writing strategy software that coaches the student to record essential information to generate a summary. 
• Use a graphic organizer to record the essential information from a familiar informational text and then use the completed organizer while telling a 

summary of the information.  
• Complete a partially completed graphic organizer by providing details from a science text that relate to the central idea. 
• Given a history text, summarize the key events. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Paraphrase directions for a recipe 
• Paraphrase details from a flyer, brochure, news source, social media, etc. 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Analyzing an Informational Text http://usatodayeducate.com/wordpress/wp-content/files/5_Analyzing_text.pdf 
• Paraphrasing http://simplytheclassroom.blogspot.com/ 
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Standard RI.8.3:  Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, 
analogies, or categories). 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.3:  Recount events in the order they were presented 
in the text. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.3:   
• Determine how individuals, events or ideas in a text are related. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.3:   
• Determine logical connections between individuals, ideas or events in 

a text. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify an individual or event in a text. 
• I can identify a character or event in a text and compare to another character or event. 
• I can make connections between key individuals or events in a text. 
• I can make connections and distinctions between key individuals and events in a text. 
• I can recount events in the order they were presented in the text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• analogy 
• comparisons 
• recount 

 
 

 
• timeline 
• connection 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After shared reading and discussion of an informational text, select from choices an illustration that shows an individual or event from the text (e.g., 

point to a picture of an animal or a boy from an informational text about caring for animals). 
• Given pictures of two people, one from American History (e.g., Thomas Jefferson) and one from World History (e.g., Napoleon), compare their dress and 

appearance. 
• Given pictures of three familiar people (e.g., cook, principal, and teacher) and having read three dialogues about them, match the person who said it and 

where it took place (e.g., cafeteria, classroom, or intercom). 
• Identify a character in a newspaper article and compare it to another individual in the paper (i.e., sports page – football player, soccer player).  
• Use a story map to outline key individuals and key events in a text. 
• Put events in an informational text in order and identify the connection between them (e.g., someone started a campfire and the trees burned). 
• Pick out the adult and child in an informational text and identify the connection between them (e.g., The adult takes care of the child.). 
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• After reading and discussing a historical text, make connections between key individuals given pared choices (e.g., Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt were President. 

• Draw a timeline listing key events and make connections between them (e.g., storms and floods). 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Following step-by-step directions 
• Create timelines or schedules 
• Taking turns in leisure activities 
• Doing projects 
• Personal care routine  

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Picture Schedules www.handsinautism.org/pdf/How_To_Visual_Schedules.pdf 
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Standard RI.8.4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 
analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.4:  Determine connotative meanings of words and 
phrases in a text. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.4:   
• Determine how words or phrases are used to persuade or inform a 

text. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.4:   
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text, 

including common idioms, analogies, and figures of speech. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a word from an informational text. 
• I can identify the meaning of multiple meaning words as they are used in informational text. 
• I can determine meanings of words and phrases in literature including figurative language. 
• I can express meanings of words and phrases informational text including figurative language. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• figurative language 
• connotative language 
• allusion 

 
• technical language 
• analogy 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After shared reading of an illustrated text about space, choose a word when shown pictures and asked “Was this in the text?”   When shown pictures 

after reading an illustrated text about space, answer correctly when asked, “Was this in the text?” 
• After shared reading of a text, identify a word from it (e.g., point to an illustration of a frog in a book about frogs). 
• Given two pictures depicting the same word with different meanings (e.g., a rock on the ground and rock in a rocking chair), identify which illustration 

depicts what was meant in a physical science text. 
• Given two pictures depicting the same word with different meanings (e.g., park a car and national park), identify which illustration depicts what was 

meant in an informational text about national parks. 
• Given figurative language from the weather report and shown two different illustrations – one that shows it literally (large amounts of rain) and one that 

shows it figuratively (raining cats and dogs), determine which illustration is what the author meant. 
• Use an expression of figurative language from an informal text (e.g., “I have a dream”) to write a sentence. 

Real World Connections:    
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• Understand unclear messages (connotative misunderstandings) when texting or using social media 
• Understand social nuances  
• Understand the difference between literal and implied meanings in conversations 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Super Teacher http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/synonyms-antonyms.html 
• Determining Word Meanings http://elastars.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/lesson-13-determining-word-meanings-figurative-and-connotative.pdf 
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Standard RI.8.5:  Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a 
text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key 
concept. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.5:  Locate the topic sentence and supporting details 
in a paragraph. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.5:   
• Determine how a fact, step, or event fits into the overall structure of a 

text. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.5:   
• Locate sentences that support an author’s central idea or claim. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can indicate bold print or a highlighted word. 
• I can identify a detail. 
• I can determine the role of sentences in a paragraph (e.g., topic sentence, details, and examples). 
• I can determine a topic sentence and two supporting details or examples. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• structure 
• supporting detail/fact 

 

 
• topic sentence 
• claim 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Point to a bolded print word in a sentence. 
• Given two sentences, indicate the sentence containing a detail from an informational passage (e.g., Sally is a girl that works in the store.) 
• Using a paragraph projected on an interactive whiteboard, underline a detail in an article. 
• Underline the topic sentence and a detail in a passage displayed on an interactive whiteboard. 
• In a provided paragraph, identify the topic sentence and a sentence providing a supporting detail. 
• Retell the main idea of an informational passage (e.g., Many animals live in the desert; the desert is dry; there are some plants in the desert.). 
• Identify the topic sentence/main idea and two additional facts from the passage (e.g., the topic is Africa; there are tigers in Africa, and there is not 

enough water.). 
Real World Connections:    

• Reading the newspaper 
• Research projects 
• Understanding the details in an advertisement 
• Understanding the details of a coupon (expiration date) 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Education Corner Study Skills http://www.educationcorner.com/study-skill.html  
• Kids Planet http://www.kidsplanet.org/ 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Wordle http://www.wordle.net/ 
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Standard RI.8.6:  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.6:  Determine an author’s purpose or point of view 
and identify examples from text that describe or support it. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.6:   
• Determine an author’s purpose or point of view. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.6:   
• Determine author’s point of view and compare with own point of view. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can request a resource.  
• I can identify a resource based on its purpose. 
• I can determine an author’s purpose or point of view. 
• I can determine an author’s purpose and point of view and identify an opposing point of view. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• point of view 
• persuade/influence 

 
• resource   
• author’s purpose 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Use a preprogrammed AAC device to request an informational text by topic or purpose. 
• Ask for a resource by topic or purpose, (e.g., The teacher says, “What do you want to read about?” and the student says, “Tigers.”). 
• Select text about snakes from at least three different options. 
• After watching a television commercial online (YouTube) or reading an advertisement in print, identify the product and what the ad wants you to do 

(e.g., What does the commercial say that convinces you about the product?  What in the ad makes you want to buy the product?). 
• After reading an informational text, state the author’s purpose (e.g., After reading about Africa, ask, “What is the author trying to tell you?” Student 

responds with, “About animals in Africa.”). 
• When presented with two texts on the same topic with different viewpoints, identify the authors’ different perspectives. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Informed voting 
• Advertisements and associated claims 
• Understanding & respecting other’s opinions in social situations 
• Respecting differences 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Education Corner Study Skills http://www.educationcorner.com/study-skill.html  
• Kids Planet http://www.kidsplanet.org/ 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Wordle http://www.wordle.net/ 
• Point of View Anchor Chart www.reallygoodstuff.com/authors-point-of-view-poster/p/155806/ 
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Standard RI.8.7:  Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different 
mediums, (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular 
topic or idea. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.7:  Determine whether a topic is best presented as 
an audio, video, multimedia or text. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.7:   
• Compare a text to an audio, video or multimedia version of the same 

text. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.7:   
• Analyze two accounts of a subject told in different mediums to 

determine how they are the same and different. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify media sources. 
• I can recognize difference functions of media sources. 
• I can select medium, based on the advantages and disadvantages of using print, digital text, video or multimedia, to present a topic or idea. 
• I can use the best media to create a project using a media source. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• media sources 
 

• media functions 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Point to a computer when named. 
• Point to a television when named. 
• Recognize that one can watch a movie on a TV or computer (e.g., “What can you use to watch a movie?”). 
• Recognize that one types on a computer (e.g., “What can you do on a computer?”). 
• Given three possible sources, select the one that is best for the stated use (e.g., “Which would be used to see what is on TV tonight?”) Possibilities 

include TV guide, dictionary, or catalog). 
• Choose the best medium for checking the spelling of a word (e.g., spell check or dictionary). 
• Choose a medium for seeing and hearing another person not in the same room, (e.g., Skype) or just hearing another person not in the same room (e.g., 

cell phone). 
• Choose a medium for listening to music (e.g., DVD player or MP3 player). 
• Use PowerPoint to create a presentation. 
• Record a report on audio recording equipment. 
• Use a computer to type a journal entry. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Recognize preferred learning style for receiving community information via media sources (newspaper, radio, TV) 
• Use cellphone or land line phone 
• Take and share photographs  
• Organize photographs in various media 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Kids Planet http://www.kidsplanet.org/ 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Wordle http://www.wordle.net/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• File Folder Farm http://www.filefolderfarm.com/ 
• File Folder Fun http://www.filefolderfun.com/ 
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Standard RI.8.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.8:  Determine the argument made by an author in an 
informational text. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.8:   
• Determine how a claim or reason fits into the overall structure of an 

informational text. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.8:   
• Determine how the specific claims support the argument made in an 

informational text. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can respond to a statement about a passage. 
• I can identify a factual statement from a text. 
• I can determine whether claims in a text are fact or opinion. 
• I can determine whether claims in a text are fact or opinion and identify evidence to support facts. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• fact/opinion 
• relevant/irrelevant 
• true/false 

 

 
• factual 
• claim 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After shared reading of an informational passage, nod to agree when a teacher repeats a statement from the passage. 
• After shared reading of an informational passage, repeat a word or phrase from a passage. 
• After reading and discussing a book with an adult to determine the facts it states, identify a fact from choices. 
• After reading a text with the teacher and a small group to determine which claims are fact, identify whether a statement is factual about a text (e.g., “Is 

the text we read about a frog catching flies with its tongue?”).   
• After two statements are read by the student or teacher, identify which is a fact versus which is an opinion using key words such as I think, I believe, I 

feel (e.g., The water comes from rivers versus I think that people should take better care of the rivers.). 
• State the reason something is real or fantasy (e.g., “Animals don’t really talk, houses don’t fly, people don’t fly.”). 
• Determine whether stated information is true or false and point to the text. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Shopping and Comparison Shopping using sales flyer 
• Distinguish between fact and opinion 
• Distinguish if a claim is true or false 
• Summarize what the product claims to do or provide  
• Infer who would need the product 
• Reading editorials or letters to the editor 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inferenceGrocery Store App titled Shopping List and Grocery Pal 
• You Tube Videos of Commercials  www.youtube.com  
• PBS Kids  (Info on Advertisements) http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks/ 
• Persuasion Map at Read Write Think  http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.html 
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Standard RI.8.9:  Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting 
information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on 
matters of fact or interpretation. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.9:  Identify where two different texts on the same 
topic differ in their interpretation of the details. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.9:   
• Compare and contrast how different texts on the same topic present 

the details. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.9:   
• Determine the arguments of different texts on the same topic. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify a fact. 
• I can identify a fact from informational text. 
• I can compare and contrast the key information in two different texts on the same topic. 
• I can compare and contrast the key information in more than two different texts on the same topic. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• compare 
 

• contrast 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• During shared reading of informational text, use a switch, a nod, or answer “yes” or “no” when the teacher asks, “Did we read…?” 
• After shared reading and discussion of an informational text in which the teacher repeats facts read, identify a fact that answers a simple what question 

about the text using partner-assisted scanning or eye gaze. 
• After teacher shares informational text about cloud types, identify a picture showing cumulus clouds. 
• After reading an informational text, identify from choices a fact from the text. 
• After reading an informational text, tell whether a fact was stated in the text (e.g., “Did we learn that George Washington was the first president?”). 
• Compare information from two books on the same geography topic (e.g.,The teacher asks, “Both books are about the desert.  What do both tell you 

about the desert?,” and the student responds, “It is hot.  It is dry.”). 
• Tell how two texts give different information on the same topic (e.g.,The teacher asks, “Where can frogs live?” and the student responds “Frogs can live 

in a pond. Frogs can live in trees.”). 
• Provided a school’s football schedule, school poster and a local sports article about the team, identify key information such as the next game, teams, 

score, etc. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Self-advocacy and vulnerability 
• Informed decision making 
• Pro and con editorials 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/ 
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/ 
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/ 
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/ 
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
• Internet4Classrooms.com 

http://www.internet4classrooms.com/assessment_assistance/assessment_preparation_language_arts_compare_contrast_activities.htm 
• Study Zone http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/o/comparecontrastl.cfm 
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Standard RI.8.10:  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 
 

Essential Element EE.RI.8.10:  Demonstrate understanding while actively 
reading or listening to literary nonfiction. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.RI.7.10:   
• Demonstrate understanding while actively reading or listening to 

literary nonfiction. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.RI.9-10.10:  
• Demonstrate understanding while actively engaged in reading or 

listening to literary nonfiction. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can demonstrate understanding of nonfiction text while reading. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of an orally presented nonfiction text. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 
 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples 
• Listen to a story and answer related questions. 
• Read a given selection and answer related questions. 

 
Real World Connections:     

• All media 
• Read for pleasure 

 
Resources: 

• All resources from previous standards in Reading Informational Text. 
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Standard W.8.1:  Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s,) acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence 
logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text.  

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), counterclaim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the argument presented. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.8.1:  Write claims about topics or texts. 
a. Introduce the claim and provide reasons or pieces of evidence to 

support it. 
b. Write reasons to support a claim about a topic or text. 
c. NA 
d. NA 
e. NA 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.1:    
• Write claims about topics or texts. 

a. Introduce a topic or text and write one claim about it. 
b. Write one or more reasons to support a claim about a topic or 

text. 
c. NA 
d. NA 
e. NA 

 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.W.9-10.1:   
• Write claims about topics or texts. 

a. Introduce a topic or text and write one claim and one 
counter-claim about it. 

b. Write one counter-claim. 
c. NA 
d. NA 
e. NA 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can, with guidance and support, state agreement or disagreement with claims written by peers. 
• I can, with teacher guidance and support, write a claim with one clear reason or piece of evidence. 
• I can write an argument to support claims with one clear reason or piece of evidence. 
• I can write an argument to support claims with clear reasons or evidences. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• agreement/disagreement 
• argument 
• relevant 

 
• claim 
• evidence 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
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Instructional Examples: 
• After a peer writes, indicate agreement or disagreement with a claim (e.g., A peer writes, principal has gray hair, signal thumbs up to indicate agreement 

and thumbs down to indicate disagreement). 
• After a peer writes, use a switch to agree or disagree (e.g., Joes is best), the student indicates “No” when asked, “Do you agree? Is Joe best for class 

president?”), and observe as the teacher adds the student’s name to the “Joe is best” chart and reads all the names aloud. 
• After a peer writes, state agreement or disagreement (e.g., After a peer writes, Uniforms are bad, indicates “Yes” when asked, “Do you agree?  Are the 

uniforms bad?”) and then using assistive technology, type letters or words providing a reason. 
• Write when asked about a school rule (e.g., No fighting at school.), and following a group brainstorming activity, add one argument or reason to support 

it. 
• Write a claim when asked about a school policy (e.g., uniforms are bad), and following a teacher-led discussion, work with a peer to add an argument or 

reason to support it. 
• Write Joe is the best when asked to write about the upcoming class election, and after a teacher-led discussion of possible reasons, add an argument or 

reason to support it. 
• Write a claim (e.g., No fighting at school.), an argument to support it (e.g., It is the rule.), and a reason (e.g., someone hurt). 
• Write a claim (e.g., School uniforms are bad.) and an argument to support it (e.g. too hard) with a reason (e.g., lot of buttons). 
• Write a claim about the class election (e.g., Joe is best) and an argument to support the claim (e.g., he is a friend) and a reason (e.g., he is good). 
• Write a claim about the school rules (e.g., No fighting at school.), an argument to support it (e.g., It is the rule.), and reasons why the rule exists (e.g., 

Someone hurt and mad.  Not nice.). 
• Write a claim (e.g., School Uniforms are bad.) and an argument to support it (e.g., They are ugly.) with two or more reasons (e.g., Brown is ugly.  White is 

ugly.  Sweater is ugly.). 
• Write a claim about the class election (e.g., Joe is best) and an argument to support the claim (e.g. he is friend) and two or more reasons (e.g., he is nice, 

smart.). 
 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Letter of complaint 
• Advertisements/Marketing claims  

 
 

Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Writing A-Z  http://www.writinga-z.com/ 
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• PBS Kids pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks 
• Advertising Game http://www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/advertising.html 
• Write Away http://jc-schools.net/writeaway/prompts.html 
• Aims Web Writing prompts https://aimsweb.pearson.com/ 
• Wordle http://www.wordle.net/ 
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Standard W.8.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, reviewing what is to follow; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify 
the relationship among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about 
to explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the information or explanation presented. 
 
 

Essential Element EE.W.8.2:  Write to share information supported by details. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly and write to convey ideas and information 

about it including visual, tactual or multimedia information as 
appropriate. 

b. Write one or more facts or details related to the topic. 
c. Write complete thoughts as appropriate.  
d. Use domain specific vocabulary related to the topic. 
e. NA 
f. Provide a closing. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.2:    
• Write to share information supported by details. 

a. Introduce a topic and write to convey ideas and information 
about it including visual, tactual, or multimedia information as 
appropriate. 

b. Provide facts, details, or other information related to the topic. 
c. NA 
d. Select domain-specific vocabulary to use in writing about the 

topic.  
e. NA 
f. NA 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.W.9-10.2:  
• Write to share information supported by details. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly and use a clear organization to write 
about it including visual, tactual, or multimedia information as 
appropriate. 

b. Develop the topic with facts or details. 
c. Use complete, simple sentences as appropriate. 
d. Use domain-specific vocabulary when writing claims related 

to a topic of study or text. 
e. NA 
f. Provide a closing or concluding statement. 
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I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, participate in shared writing to convey ideas and information clearly including facts, details, and other information, as 

well as graphics and multimedia as needed. 
• I can, with guidance and support, write to convey ideas and information clearly including facts, details, and other information, as well as graphics and 

multimedia as needed. 
• I can write to convey ideas and information clearly including facts, details, and other information, as well as graphics and multimedia as needed. 
• I can write to convey ideas and information clearly, grouping ideas into categories including facts, details, and other information, as well as graphics and 

multimedia as needed. 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
• supporting details/facts 
• multimedia 

 

 
• graphics 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• Personal dictionary 

Instructional Examples: 
• Point to symbols on a communication device to communicate information about transportation after school (e.g., “Mom drives.”), selects from an online 

array of relevant photos (which the teacher adds to an online presentation site).  Where the student can independently read, listen, and observe the text 
created. 

• Point to symbols on a communication device to communicate ideas about an upcoming event, “I go,” which the teacher types in a talking word 
processor as the student observes and listens. 

• Work in a group with the teacher who offers choices and models use of voice output communication devices to encourage active participation among all 
group members in the shared writing, adding the student’s messages to the shared writing text. 

• Work with peers who have chosen the same topic and make choices of facts, details, and/or graphics to add to the writing product. 
• Given software with word and picture banks prepared by the teacher, write about an assigned topic from a class and provide details and internet 

graphics to support it. 
• Given software with word and picture banks related to the student’s hobby (e.g., cooking), select words from the word bank (e.g., pancakes, cereal, mac 

n cheese [macaroni and cheese]) and write about the topic. 
• Write about a hobby stating what the hobby is (e.g., I like cooking.), facts and details about it (e.g., like pancake [pancakes]), cereal, gril ches [grilled 

cheese], mac n ches [macaroni and cheese]), and then add pictures of favorite foods on the printed document. 
• Write about a hobby stating what the hobby is (e.g., I like cooking.), writing a paragraph about favorite foods to cook with a reason (e.g., I like make gril 

ches [grilled cheese], mac n chees [macaroni and cheese]. I like melt ches [melted cheese].) and favorite desserts (e.g., I like make [making] hot fuj sunda 
[fudge sundaes] with ice crem sprinkls [cream sprinkles]. Ice crem [cream] is cold and swet [sweet].). 
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Real World Connections:    
• Write effectively to communicate with others 
• Phone messages 
• Grocery lists 
• Texting/email 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Photo Dictionary http://photographicdictionary.com/ 
• Educational Dictionary-Thesaurus http://www.wordsmyth.net/ 
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Standard W.8.3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of 
view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize and event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing description, and 
reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey 
sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and 
how the relationships among experiences and events. 

d. Use precise words and phrases relevant descriptive details and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.8.3:  Write about events or personal experiences. 
a. Write a narrative about a real or imagined experience introducing the 

experience, at least one character, and two or more events. 
b. NA 
c. Use temporal words (e.g., first, then, next) to signal order. 
d. Use words that describe the feelings of characters or provide other 

sensory information about the setting, experiences, or events. 
e. Provide a closing. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.3:    
• Write about events or personal experiences. 

a. Write a narrative about a real or imagined experience 
introducing the experience, at least one character, and two or 
more events. 

b. NA 
c. Use temporal words (e.g., first, then, next) to signal order. 
d. Use words that describe feelings of people or characters in the 

narrative. 
e. NA 

 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.W.9-10.3:   
• Write about events or personal experiences. 

a. Write a narrative about a problem, situation, or observation 
including at least one character, details, and clearly sequenced 
events. 

b. NA 
c. Organize the events in the narrative using temporal words to 

signal order as appropriate. 
d. Use descriptive words and phrases to convey a vivid picture of 

experiences, events, setting or characters. 
e. Provide a closing. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can, with guidance and support, communicate about a personal experience. 
• I can, with guidance and support, introduce the experience or situation, at least one character, and two or more events in sequence. 
• I can introduce the experience or situation, at least one character, and two or more events in sequence. 
• I can introduce the experience or situation, multiple characters, and multiple events in sequence. 
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Key Vocabulary: 
• point of view 
• dialogue 
• sequence 

 

 
• narrator 
• narrative 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Having seen a photo from a field trip, use a multi-message device to communicate bout the experience (Go farm. Happy.), which the teacher will write 

below the photo and read aloud as the student observes. 
• Using switches or symbols, select a word about something they like to do (e.g., go to movies, watch TV, play games), which the adult adds to a group 

chart of likes and dislikes and reads aloud to the group. 
• With the support of an adult who gets the student’s remnant book (a visual/tactile scrapbook/brag book) and turns the pages, select an artifact from the 

remnant book (e.g., movie ticket) and then use signs and gestures to say, “me go,” which the adult writes on a sticky note and reads aloud and sticks on 
the page in the book. 

• After reading and discussing a nonfiction text, identify key actors and events from a list on an interactive whiteboard, and write a summary using a 
template (e.g., This text is about <event>. The colonists <did what two things> because <what were they mad about>.). 

• With guidance and support from a teacher who guides the student through each step of writing, write about going to the grocery store (siping 
[shopping]). 

• After reading and discussing a nonfiction text, generate group notes in visual planning software, convert those visual  notes into a written outline in the 
software, and expand those notes into a summary about an event (e.g., Boston Tea Party), the situation (tea tax), the actors (colonists), the actions (got 
on ships, threw tea in harbor). 

• Write about a personal experience (e.g., make bns [brownies]), writing about himself (me) and mom (mom), and including two events (cook, eat.). 
• After reading and discussing a nonfiction text, write a summary about an event (e.g., Boston Tea Party), the situation (tea tax), the actors (colonists), the 

actions (got on ships, threw tea in harbor). 
• Write about a personal experience (e.g., go to the movies), writing about himself (me) and friends (JT and K), and including multiple events (Go in car. By 

popcn [popcorn]. Sit fnt [front]). 
 
 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Create a scrapbook or personal experiences using photos and writing. 
• Communicate information about events of the day each p.m., via, voice, pictures, written word, or communication device.  
• Share a personal experience each a.m. with staff or peer using communication mode appropriate to student. 
• Create a picture resume with text to match photo action. 
• Social media  
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Earth Link Writing Prompts  http://home.earthlink.net/~jhholly/pnarrative.html 
• Study Zone http://www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/a/personalexpl.cfm 
• Remnant Book Informationhttp://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/files/how-to-handouts/RemnantBooks_000.pdf 
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Standard W.8.4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.   

 

Essential Element EE.W.8.4:  Produce writing that is appropriate for the task, 
purpose, or audience. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.4:    
• Produce writing that is appropriate for the task, purpose, or audience. 

 

Grade 9  Essential Element EE.W.9-10.4:   
• Produce writing that is appropriate for a particular task, purpose, or 

audience. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, produce writing for a variety of purposes. 
• I can, with guidance and support, produce writing that is appropriate for the task, purpose, or audience. 
• I can produce writing that is appropriate for the task, purpose, or audience. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• letter (opening, body, closing) 
• formal 

 
• audience 
• informal 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• With a switch accessible ready-made set-up on the computer, write a report about a book by making choices between 2-3 options at a time to indicate 

the book title (e.g., selecting the book from the tree pictures of book covers). State an opinion (e.g., choose from good, bad, so-so), and select related 
facts or details to add (e.g. good ending). 

• Use a set of guidelines and word prediction software to write a letter with an opening, body, and a closing. 
• Follow a set of written criteria to write a response to a book read in English language arts class. 
• Write a response to a book read in English language arts class following the rubric provided by the teacher. 
• Write the steps of a science experiment in the groups’ log. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Email 
• Write a schedule 
• Write a request 
• Write a friendly letter 
• Write a thank you note 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  wwwreadwritethink.org 
• Fun English Games  http://www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/letters.html 
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Standard W.8.5:  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.8.5:  With guidance and support from adults and 
peers, plan before writing and revise own writing. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.5:    
• With guidance and support from adults and peers, plan before writing 

and revise own writing. 
 

Grade 9  Essential Element EE.W.9-10.5:   
• Develop writing by planning and revising own writing. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can write with guidance and support from adults and peers. 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, brainstorm to strengthen my own writing. 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, brainstorm my own writing by adding more information. 
• I can brainstorm and revise my own writing by adding more information. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• edit 
• feedback 

 

 
• revise/rewrite 
• brainstorm 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Working with a peer on the computer, type a letter and the peer adds to the letter to create a word.  Together they compose a text. 
• With guidance and support from an adult, use partner-assisted scanning with two switches to direct the adult to say each letter of the alphabet (e.g., 

“Tell me the next one.”) and write desired letters (“Write that one for me.”). 
• With guidance and support from peers select words from a word bank to write. 
• Work with the teacher and peers I writing groups to listen to each group member respond (“What I liked best about your writing…,” “One question I 

have is…?”, and “One suggestion I have is…”), and use that feedback to revise draft with teacher guidance. 
• Work with peers to brainstorm ideas for writing and record them in own writing folders to use in future writing. 
• Work with the teacher to brainstorm ideas of things to add to strengthen own writing.  The teacher adds the ideas to a software-based graphic organizer 

and shows the student how the ideas can be used in writing. 
• After reading a science text, work with a classmate to take notes in graphic organizer software, convert the graphic representation into an outline, and 

use word prediction software with a specific topic dictionary to complete the L column of a KWL chart, share it with another pair of classmates, and 
revise based on their feedback. 
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• Work with peers to plan a written report of their research project.  Each takes turns reading what they have to one another and then the group works 
together to add ideas to a graphic organizer provided by the teacher.  Finally, the student adds ideas from the graphic organizer to own writing to 
strengthen it. 

• After sharing writing with peers, work with peers to brainstorm ideas to add.  Peers write all of the ideas in a list and give it to the student to us e in 
revising and adding more information to improve the overall quality of the writing. 

• Develop an outline before beginning the writing process (e.g., topic – favorite animals: outline three reasons for each favorite animal listed), and after 
getting a peer’s feedback, revise by adding to the outline. 

• Given a topic and a sample brainstorming bubble, generate ideas and write them down; then after getting feedback from peers, revise by adding 
additional ideas. 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Use prewriting graphic organizers 
• Use editing tools (Spellcheck, etc.) 
• Reread and check work before finalizing 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think www.readwritethink.org  
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Standard W.8.6:  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas 
efficiently, as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.8.6:  Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce writing to interact and collaborate with others. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.6:    
• Use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing to interact 

and collaborate with others. 
 

Grade 9  Essential Element EE.W.9-10.6:   
• Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish and update 

individual or shared writing projects. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, use technology to interact and collaborate with others in shared writing activities. 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing to interact and collaborate with others. 
• I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing to interact and collaborate with others. 
• I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce writing while interacting and collaborating with others. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• graphic organizer 
• criteria 

 

 
• collaborate 
• outline 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Use a camera to capture pictures that are then used in a story being developed by a small group and indicate “yes” or “no” when asked if accompanying 

text written by group seems on target. 
• Use a preprogrammed alternative keyboard to contribute to a small group writing project. 
• Use voice output communication devices to interact with peers during collaborative writing projects, pointing out ideas or words they would like added 

to the text. 
• Use an alternative keyboard programmed with the day’s activities and some comments to write an entry on a blog that is shared with parents instead of 

a home-school notebook. 
• Use a list of criteria, word prediction software, and an alternative keyboard to write an e-mail to a pen pal. 
• Use a teacher created or teacher-identified website to learn about a topic with a peer, take notes with the peer in graphic organizer software, convert 

the graphic organizer to an outline, and co-author a summary. 
• Navigate the Internet using screen reader software, identify information about the selected topic, and use the information to write using a talking word 

processor with an alternative keyboard, and share what was learned with classmates. 
• Record daily activities on a blog that is shared with parents instead of a traditional home-school notebook. 
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• Use email to interact with a pen pal. 
• In a science lesson, after visiting a topically relevant website, use a talking word processor to draft notes and then share what was learned with peers. 
• Work with a peer to use a website to learn about a topic, take notes in graphic organizer software, convert the graphic organizer to an outline, and co-

author a summary. 
 
Real World Connections:    

• Blog 
• Google Docs 
• Social Media (Facebook, Pinterest, Instagram) 
• Texting 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think www.readwritethink.org  
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Standard W.8.7:  Conduct short research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.8.7:  Conduct short research projects to answer and 
pose questions based on one source of information. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.7:    
• Conduct research to answer a question based on multiple sources of 

information. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.W.9-10.7:   
• Conduct research projects to answer questions posed by self and 

others using multiple sources of information. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, participate in shared research and writing to answer questions.   
• I can, with guidance and support, conduct short research projects to answer questions based on one source of information. 
• I can conduct short research projects to pose and answer questions based on one source of information. 
• I can conduct short research projects to pose and answer questions based on multiple sources of information. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• research 
• source 

 
• collaboration 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• Read or listen to sections of a book about water highlighted by a peer or teacher, and then use highlighted information to write an answer to a question 

(e.g., “Where is most of the water on earth?” Water in oshun [ocean].). 
• Use partner-assisted scanning to answer a question during reading (e.g., The teacher tells students that they are going to listen while she reads in order 

to answer a question, “What did the main character do that is surprising?”, and presents three choices.  Then, the teacher reads to the place where the 
answer is, stops to reread the question and possible answers, and then gets a response from the student using partner-assisted scanning.). 

• Read or listen to sections of a book about water highlighted by a peer or teacher, and then use the highlighted information to write an answer to a 
question (e.g., “Where is most of the water on earth?”  Water in oshun [ocean].). 

• Given a question and text posted on an interactive whiteboard, research to find the answer to a question after a peer reads the question aloud and 
discusses it with the student before reading the text aloud to find the answer. 

• Complete the K and W column of a KWL chart on a particular informational topic, and then visit a website to answer questions posed in the W column 
and take notes in the L column as the student does so. 

• Read a text posted on an interactive whiteboard, highlight the answer to a question posed by the teacher, and then use the information to write own 
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question in response. 
• Complete the K and W column of a KWL chart on a particular informational topic, and then visit a variety of websites to answer questions posed in the W 

column and take notes in the L column. 
• Interact with a variety of websites using a screen reader to access the information in order to answer a question posed by the teacher and generate two 

questions of his/her own. 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Note Taking 
• Look up movie times, store hours, etc. 
• Internet searches 
• Using the library 
• Knowing who to ask/vulnerability 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think www.readwritethink.org  
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Standard W.8.8:  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 
sources, using search terms effectively; assess credibility and accuracy of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
 

Essential Element EE.W.8.8:  Select quotes providing relevant information 
about a topic from multiple print or digital sources. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.8:    
• Identify quotes providing relevant information about a topic from 

multiple print or digital sources. 

Grade 9  Essential Element EE.W.9-10.8:   
• Write answers to research questions by selecting relevant information 

from multiple resources. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• With guidance and support during shared reading, I can identify when information about a topic is read. 
• I can select quotes from print or digital sources that provide information about a topic. 
• I can select quotes from multiple print or digital sources that provide important information about a topic. 
• I can select quotes from multiple print or digital sources that state conclusions about a topic. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• quote/quotation 
 

• paraphrase 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• wiki stix 
 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• During shared reading, given a list of words (some of which are relevant in the text), identify those that are connected meaningfully, and with teacher 

guidance and support, determine from page and yes or no responses what information they provide. 
• Use a single message voice output device to say, “That’s about <character’s name>,” each time the teacher reads something about the character in the 

book.  The teacher attributes meaning by connecting student responses to information on the page. 
• Given a selection of quotes from a text on a given topic, identify which quotes specifically address the topic and, following teacher-led discussion, write 

what they mean. 
• Given a book, mark informative quotes with sticky notes, and with teacher guidance and support, write notes on information they provide. 
• Use the highlighting feature on an interactive whiteboard to highlight and save quotes from a paragraph, and then write notes on information they 

provide. 
• Highlight quotes from an informational text on a topic (e.g., Harriet Tubman was the conductor on the Underground Railroad.) and add notes on the 

information they provide. 
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• Given a series of bookmarked websites, navigate to each site, copy/paste quotes that provide important information, and add notes on the information 
they provide. 

• Given a collection of articles on social studies topic, read the articles and highlight quotes that provide important information on the topic and write 
notes about the information they provide. 

• Given a collection of books, search for quotes that state conclusions on an assigned topic and write notes on the information they provide. 
• Given a collection of bookmarked websites, use a screen reader to read the sites, select quotes that state conclusions about the topic and write notes on 

the information they provide. 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Read dialogue in texts such as comics 
• Internet searches 
• Cellphone features 
• Coupons (expiration date) 
• Local media (TV, newspaper, shopper, grocery ads) 
• Know who to ask/vulnerability 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  www.readwritethink.org 
• Calvin and Hobbes http://pinterest.com/pin/253257179016996559/ 
• Conversation Hearts http://readingmama.com/2013/02/05/heart-to-heart-conversations-teaching-dialogue-with-conversation-hearts/ 
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Standard W.8.9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply Grade 8 Reading Standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze 
how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of 
events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or 
religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the 
material is rendered new.”). 

b. Apply  Grade 8 Reading Standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., 
“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced.”). 

 

Essential Element EE.W.8.9:  Use information from literary and informational 
text to support writing. 

a. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to literature 
(e.g., “Compare and contrast themes, patterns of events, or characters 
across two or more stories or dramas.”). 

b. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Use relevant and sufficient evidence for 
supporting the claims and argument.”). 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.9:    
• Use information from literary and informational text to support 

writing. 
a. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 7 Reading Standards to 

literature (e.g., “Recognize the difference between fictional 
characters and nonfictional characters.”). 

b. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 7 Reading Standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Use relevant and sufficient evidence 
for supporting the claims and argument.”). 

 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.W.9-10.9:   
• Use information from literary and informational text to support 

writing. 
a. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 9-10 Reading Standards to 

literature (e.g., “Identify when an author has drawn upon or 
included references to another text.”). 

b. Apply Essential Elements of Grade 9-10 Reading Standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Use sound reasons for supporting 
the claims and argument.”). 

I Can Statements for EE.W.8.9.a: 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, participate in shared writing activities that apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading 

Standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrasts themes, patterns of events, or characters across two or more stories or dramas.”). 
• I can, with guidance and support, apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrasts themes, patterns of 

events, or characters across two or more stories or dramas.”). 
• I can apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrasts themes, patterns of events, or characters across 

two or more stories or dramas.”). 
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I Can Statements for EE.W.8.9.b: 
• I can, with guidance and support, participate in group writing activities applying Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to informational text 

(e.g., “Determine whether claims in a text are fact or opinion.”). 
• I can, with guidance and support, apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to informational text, (e.g., “Determine whether claims in a text 

are fact or opinion.”). 
• I can apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to informational text (e.g., “Determine whether claims in a text are fact or opinion.”). 
• I can apply Essential Elements of Grade 8 Reading Standards to informational text (e.g., “Determine whether claims in a text are fact or opinion and 

identify evidence to support facts.”). 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
• compare/contrast 
• theme 
• point of view 

 

 
• patterns of events 
• fact/opinion 
• evidence 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples  for EE.W.8.9.a: 
• Working with a teacher and a small group of peers, use a sequenced message voice output device to direct peers (e.g., How were they the same? Did 

you write it?) in asking questions to support their writing about the ways that two texts are the same and different and answer yes or no questions from 
the teachers about whether they agree with what the students write. 

• After reading a story and topically related history text, with teacher guidance and support, complete notes in a Venn Diagram in graphic organizer 
software, listing what is unique to characters in a fictional text and people in a topically related nonfiction text and what is the same.  With teacher 
guidance, turn the notes into sentences comparing the two. 

• After reading to compare and contrast two stories with the teacher and a small group of peers, convert the graphic organizer they created in software 
into a text-based outline, then expand on the words to write about the ways the books are the same and different. 

• After reading two stories, complete notes in a Venn Diagram in graphic organizer software, listing what is unique to the characters and people in the two 
texts and what is the same, and then having converted the Venn diagram into an outline via the software, expand the notes as a comparison passage. 

• After reading to identify which incidents in a story or drama lead to subsequent incidents, write about those incidents. 
• After reading to compare and contrast two stories, write about the differences between the two texts. 

 
Instructional Examples  for EE.W.8.9.b: 

• Use a preprogramed alternative keyboard and alphabet access to contribute to a small group writing project. 
• Use voice output communication devices to interact with peers during collaborative writing projects 
• After reading a book with an adult to determine the author’s point of view, discuss the point of view and write about the facts from the conversation 

while the teacher helps the student recall the facts. 
• Read a text with the teacher and a small group to determine which claims are factual then work with the group to write a list of those facts. 
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• Read a book to determine the author’s point of view and write about it. 
• Read a text to determine which claims are factual and make a list of those facts. 
• Read a book to determine the author’s point of view and write about it including evidence from the text. 
• Read a text to determine which claims are factual then make a list of those facts from the text. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Work cooperatively and collaboratively with others 
• Comparing: compare the grocery list to what is already in the cabinets then deciding what needs to be purchased 
• Deciding what information needs to be recorded in note-taking 
• Taking down messages 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  www.readwritethink.org 
• Story Comparison  http://pinterest.com/pin/280349145523593399/ 
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Standard W.8.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 

Essential Element EE.W.8.10:  Write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.W.7.10:   
• Write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.W.9-10.10:   
• Write routinely over time for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, communicate routinely in ways that are linked to writing for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
• I can, with guidance and support, write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
• I can write routinely for a variety of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
• I can write routinely over extended time frames (research, reflection, and revision). 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• audience 
 

 
• purpose 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples: 
• After shared reading of an informational passage and nodding to agree when the teacher repeats a statement from the passage, use a multiple message 

voice output device (with a peer who helps navigate to the appropriate page) to give feedback to peers who are sharing their writing.  This feedback is 
written by peers on their drafts and read aloud to the student. 

• After shared reading of an informational passage and repeating a word or phrase from the passage, use a multiple message voice output device and 
models from an adult communication partner to make comments during group writing projects.  Comments are written on a comments page and read 
aloud to the student by a peer. 

• With guidance and support, write labels to go with a display for a group research project. 
• Using word prediction software and a set of criteria, complete a short research report. 
• Using word prediction software on the computer and teacher feedback, write a note to the school principal about an upcoming event. 
• Write a short research report for social studies class.  
• Write a note to the principal about an upcoming event. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Social media (Facebook, Twitter, email, etc.) 
• Taking and writing messages 
• Texting 
• Job and housing communication 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readerhttp://www.tarheelreader.org 
• Kidspiration http://www.inspiration.com/ 
• Read Write Think  www.readwritethink.org 
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Standard SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on Grade 8 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond 
to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, 
observations and ideas. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by other, and, when 
warranted, qualify or justify their views in light of the evidence 
presented. 

 

Essential Element EE.SL.8.1:  Engage in collaborative discussions. 
a. Come to discussions prepared to share information previously studied. 
b. Follow simple rules and carry out assigned roles during discussions. 
c. Remain on the topic of the discussion when asking or answering 

questions or making other contributions to a discussion. 
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others in a discussion and 

relate it to own ideas. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.1:    
• Engage in a range of collaborative discussions. 

a. Come to discussions prepared to share information. 
b. With guidance and support from adults and peers, follow 

simple, agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out 
assigned roles. 

c. Remain on the topic of the discussion when answering 
questions or making other contributions to a discussion. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others in a 
discussion. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.SL.9-10.1:    
• Engage in collaborative discussions. 

a. Prepare for discussions by collecting information on the topic. 
b. Work with adults and peers to set rules for discussions. 
c. Relate the topic of discussion to broader themes or ideas. 
d. Indicate agreement or disagreement with others during 

discussions. 

I Can Statements for EE.SL.8.1.a: 
• I can participate in discussions. 
• I can prepare for discussions. 
• I can come to discussions prepared to share information. 
• I can come to discussions with self-created materials or supports to use in sharing information. 
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I Can Statements for EE.SL.8.1.b:  
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, follow rules during group discussions. 
• I can, with guidance and support from adults and peers, follow simple rules for discussions. 
• I can follow simple rules and carry out assigned roles during discussions. 
• I can follow simple rules and carry out roles during discussions. 

 
I Can Statements for EE.SL.8.1.c, d: 

• I can respond to presentations by others. 
• I can respond to information by an unfamiliar person. 
• I can respond to others’ questions and comments by answering questions regarding content. 
• I can respond to others’ questions and comments by asking and answering questions regarding content. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• roles 
• purpose 

 

 
• contribute 
• compromise 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples  for EE.SL.8.1.a: 
• Use a switch/step-by-step or symbols to make comments to others during discussions. 
• Respond to others when addressed. 
• Prepare for a discussion about a science topic by watching a video on the topic prior to the discussion. 
• Get ready for a discussion with peers by completing a specific assignment on a shared topic (e.g., Find a fact about…). 
• Preview a discussion study guide prior to the discussion. 
• Practice preprogrammed messages in a multiple message voice output device for use in discussion. 
• Prepare note cards with pictures and words to use during discussion. 
• Program information into a multiple message voice output device for use in discussion and opens pages with messages as discussion begins. 

 
Instructional Examples  for EE.SL.8.1.b: 

• Use a preprogrammed, single message voice output device to contribute a prepared comment during a group discussion. 
• Respond to others when addressed. 
• Given a visual cue to wait, wait for others to finish speaking and for the visual cue to be replaced with cue for your turn before adding prepared 

comments. 
• Listen to others during discussion without interrupting. 
• When assigned the role of leader, use a preprogrammed message to begin the discussion and then keep the discussion going with other preprogrammed 

continuing messages. 
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• When assigned the role of clarifier, prepare questions (e.g., “Why do you think that is so?”) and ask them after another speaker completes a point to 
seek clarifying information. 

• Present facts about the content being discussed when called upon. 
• Report on information requested by the group when the group leader requests the information and respond to follow-up questions when asked. 
• Lead discussion on an assigned topic by beginning the discussion and waiting for others to respond before adding more. 

 
Instructional Examples  for EE.SL.8.1.c, d: 

• Move head to follow the speaker when he or she moves around during presentation. 
• Clap when the speaker is finished. 
• Use voice, eye gaze to two or three symbols, or a multi-message communication system, respond when asked what student thought of a speaker’s 

presentation (e.g., “I liked it,” “Boring,” “Funny,” “Interesting”). 
• Answer questions to complete an assigned task. 
• During a presentation by a police officer, discuss the duties of a police officer (e.g., keep safe). 
• After attending an assembly, answer questions. 
• Tell purpose of conversation/story. 
• Ask and answer questions related to a topic. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Listen to directions for a game 
• Engage in meaningful conversation 
• Respond to and ask questions 
• Leisure activities 
• Respect the differences of others 

 
Resources: 

• Speaking and Listening  Conversation Starters http://pinterest.com/pin/127789708149523619/ 
• Lesson Plans, Materials & Products www.speakingofspeech.com 
• I Have/Who Has Games 
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Standard SL.8.2:  Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse 
media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the 
motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.8.2: Determine the purpose of information presented 
in graphical, oral, visual, or multimodal formats. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.2:    
• Identify details related to the main idea of the text presented orally or 

through other media. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.SL.9-10.2:    
• Determine the credibility of information presented in diverse media or 

formats. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can identify one detail or fact from information presented in oral, visual, or multimodal formats. 
• I can identify the topic of information presented in oral, visual, or multimodal formats. 
• I can describe the purpose of information presented in graphical, oral, visual, or multimodal formats. 
• I can relate information to its purpose as presented in graphical, oral, visual, or multimodal formats. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• detail/fact 
 

• purpose 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples : 
• After viewing or discussing a graph of things students like to wear the most, select a garment from a display of garments when asked, “What did the 

students like to wear?” 
• After watching an informational video, select from an array of choices a picture that reflects one detail or fact from the video. 
• Use a multiple message output device to state the topic of a presentation by a visitor (e.g., “work”). 
• State the topic of a graph (e.g., “things kids wear”). 
• State the topic an information video (e.g., “lions”). 
• Use a multiple message voice output device to state the purpose of a presentation by a visitor (e.g., “Tell about work in city.). 
• State the purpose of a graph (e.g., “Shows you what kids like to wear most.”). 
• State the purpose of an informational video (e.g., “Teach us about lions.”). 
• Use a multiple message voice output device to state the purpose of a presentation by a visitor (e.g., “Tell about work in city.”) and relate information 

(e.g., “Know what jobs.”). 
• State the purpose of an informational video (e.g., “Teach us about lions.”) and relate information (e.g., “Lions not many. No place to live.”). 
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Real World Connections:    
• Knowing the purpose of real life texts (newspaper, magazines, etc.) 
• Being able to discriminate that text features, such as graphs, are meant to influence the reader 
• Determining the messages, mail, emails, etc. that are important to keep secure (vulnerability issues) 

 
Resources: 

• You Tube 
• We Give Books http://www.wegivebooks.org/ 
• Storybook http://www.storybookonline.net/Default.aspx 
• Barnes and Noble Story Time http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/online-storytime-books-toys/379003588/ 
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Standard SL.8.3:  Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.8.3: Determine the argument made by a speaker on a 
topic. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.3:    
• Determine whether the claims made by a speaker are fact or opinion. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.SL.9-10.3:    
• Determine the speaker’s point of view on a topic. 

 
I Can Statements: 

• I can state my own opinion on a topic. 
• I can determine whether a single claim made by a speaker is fact or opinion. 
• I can determine whether claims in an oral presentation are fact or opinion. 
• I can determine which claims in an oral presentation are fact and which are opinion. 

 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
• fact/opinion 

 
• relevant/irrelevant 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples : 
• After listening to an oral presentation, give a thumbs-up or thumbs-down to indicate whether it was a good or bad presentation. 
• After listening to an oral presentation, select a symbol to indicate whether it was a good or bad presentation. 
•  After morning announcements, when the teacher writes one of the statements that was made on the board, (e.g., “The boys won the track meet.”) 

indicate if the statement is fact or opinion. 
• During a conversation about a book, indicate whether a peer’s comment is fact or opinion (e.g. A peer says, “That was the best book ever!” When asked, 

the student can indicate if the statement is fact or opinion.). 
• After listening to an oral presentation and being presented with two claims from the presentation, indicate which is fact and which is opinion. 
• Restate a claim made by the presenter and tell if it is true or not (e.g., “He said frogs catch flies with their tongues. Fact!  My from eats flies.”). 
• After viewing a video of an oral presentation once, watch again and when the teacher stops the video after each claim, determine if the claim is fact or 

opinion. 
• After listening to an oral presentation and being provided with a list of claims from the presentation, sort them into two groups: facts and opinions. 
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Real World Connections:    
• Be able to determine the main point of an author or speaker 
• Use facts and opinions to make informed decisions 
• Understand the difference between a conversation and an argument 
• Understand the difference between constructive criticism and an argument 
• Social skills 

 
Resources: 

• Author’s Purpose/Fact & Opinion www.thatquiz.org/tq/previewtest?S/D/M/S/83811323406681 
• Helping Students Distinguish Between Fact and Opinion Handy Handouts www.handyhandouts.com 
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Standard SL.8.4:  Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a 
focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning and 
well chosen detail; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume and clear 
pronunciation. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.8.4: Present descriptions, facts, or details supporting 
specific points made on a topic. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.4:    
• Present findings on a topic including relevant descriptions, facts, or 

details. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.SL.9-10.4:    
• Present an argument on a topic with logically organized claims, 

reasons, and evidence. 
 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, present findings from a group project. 
• I can present findings. 
• I can present findings including relevant details. 
• I can present findings including relevant details to support claims. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• claims 
• point of view 

 

 
• arguments 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples : 
• Use a sequenced message device to present findings from a group project one detail at a time. 
• Given a presentation including the findings from a group project, the student uses a switch to advance through the slides when prompted. 
• After viewing a video about an assigned topic for the purpose of learning two key ideas, present findings. 
• Select from several choices about the findings of an experiment (e.g., one finding and two details) and present findings. 
• After reading a book to learn about an assigned topic, present information from the book including relevant details. 
• Present findings from a science experiment (e.g., The cold pack got warm.) including details (e.g., The hot brick stayed hot.). 
• Present findings form a science experiment (e.g., Hot things make cold things warm.) including details (e.g., The hot brick stayed hot and the cold pack 

got warm.). 
• Use presentation software to present information from an inquiry project including general findings (e.g., Siberian tigers are the largest members of the 

cat family.) and specific details (e.g., They weigh up to 1,000 lbs. and grow as long as 13ft.). 
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Real World Connections:    
• Engage in IEP meetings 
• Create a newspaper article 
• Be a self-advocate 

 
Resources: 

• Analyzing a Text http://usatodayeduate.com/wordpress/wp-content/files/5_Analyzing_text.pdf 
• Newspaper Template www.educatorstechnology.com 
• Printing Press www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/printing-press-30036.html 
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Standard SL.8.5:  Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations 
to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.8.5: Include multimedia and visual information into 
presentations. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.5:    
• Select or create audio recordings and visual/tactile displays to 

emphasize specific points in a presentation. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.SL.9-10.5:    
• Use digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 

elements) in presentations to support understanding. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can, with guidance and support, select a visual or other multimedia element to include in a group presentation. 
• I can select visuals or other multimedia elements to include in a presentation. 
• I can integrate multimedia and visual information into presentations. 
• I can create a presentation with multimedia and visual information integrated throughout. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• clarify  
 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 
 

Instructional Examples : 
• Given a presentation created by a group of peers select from two possible sound effects which one should be included. 
• Given a presentation created by a small group of peers and an array of possible visual supports identified by peers, select a visual to include in the 

presentation. 
• Given a selection of sound clips, select the sounds to include in a presentation. 
• Given an array of pictures, select pictures to include in a presentation. 
• Give the text of a presentation displayed on an interactive whiteboard and a palette of clip art images, select images and place them into the 

presentation. 
• Given a presentation on a familiar topic, select pictures and sounds to include and select the place where they will fit in the presentation. 
• Create a display to present information on a topic that includes text, illustrations, pictures, and sounds. 
• After reading and viewing information about a topic, create a presentation that includes important information integrated with pictures, sounds, and 

other multimedia elements. 
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Real World Connections:    
• IEP meetings 
• Scrapbooking 
• Visual conversation boards (see resources) 
• Create a story with sound effects 
• Publish within a social media (Facebook, Instagram, etc.) 
• Use device to videotape 
• Add music to pictures 

 
Resources: 

• Visual Conversation Boards http://autismteachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Talk-to-mom-dad-sister-worksheets1.pdf 
• Facebook 
• Twitter 
• Instagram 
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Standard SL.8.6:  Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 

Essential Element EE.SL.8.6:  Adapt communication to a variety of contexts 
and tasks. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.SL.7.6:    
• Communicate precisely (i.e., provide complete information) or 

efficiently (i.e., telegraphic communication) as required by the context, 
task, and communication partner. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.SL.9-10.6:    
• Adapt communication to a variety of contexts and tasks. 

I Can Statements: 
• I can communicate in a variety of contexts. 
• I can communicate in a variety of contexts and tasks using complete sentences when asked. 
• I can adapt communication to a variety of contexts and tasks using complete sentences when indicated or appropriate. 
• I can adapt communication to a variety of contexts and tasks using complete sentences when indicated for formal situations. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• formal speech 
 

• telegraphic speech 
Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples : 
• When working with a related services provider, select a symbol from an array of options to communicate a choice of activities. 
• When working with peers, eye gaze to choices offered by peers to make selections and contribute. 
• After using a multiple message voice output device to say, “bad class,” expand it to say, “The class was bad.” When asked to say it in a complete 

sentence.” 
• After saying, “more,” expand to say, “I want more” when asked. 
• During a discussion, speak in complete sentences to share prepared information and shift to informal language to respond to follow-up questions from 

peers. 
• During lunch, adapt from informal, telegraphic speech when communicating to peers (e.g., The student holds up the milk carton and says, “Help.”) to 

complete sentences when an adult stops to ask a question (e.g., “We can go now.”) 
• When discussing questions for an interview, use telegraphic speech but compose complete sentences when actually interviewing peers (e.g., The 

student says, “Ask name, age, favorite singer, why” then ask the following: “Hi, can you help me with a project?  I need to ask you some questions.  What 
is your name?  How old are you?  Who is your favorite singer?  Tell me why you think that.  Thanks for your help!”). 
 
 

271



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Real World Connections:    
• IEP meetings 
• Scrapbooking 
• Visual conversation boards (see resources) 
• Create a story with sound effects 
• Publish within a social media (Facebook, Instagram, etc.) 
• Be a self-advocate 
• Job communication 

 
Resources: 

• Visual Conversation Boards http://autismteachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Talk-to-mom-dad-sister-worksheets1.pdf 
• Facebook 
• Twitter 
• Instagram 
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Standard L.8.1:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in 
general and their functions in particular sentences. 

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.  
c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, 

conditional, and subjunctive mood. 
d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.  

 

Essential Element EE.L.8.1:  Demonstrate Standard English grammar and usage 
when communicating. 

a. N/A 
b. Form and use the simple verb tenses (e.g., I walked, I walk, I will walk). 
c. Use appropriate verbs to match nouns. 
d. N/A 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.1:    
• Demonstrate Standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

communicating. 
a. N/A 
b. Produce complete simple sentences when writing or 

communicating. 
c. N/A 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.L.9-10.1:    
• Demonstrate Standard English grammar and usage when 

communicating. 
a. N/A 
b. Use a variety of parts of speech (nouns, verbs, pronouns, 

adjectives, and prepositions) in writing or communication to 
convey information. 

 
I Can Statements EEL.8.1.b: 

• I can demonstrate understanding of common verbs. 
• I can use past tense verbs when writing or communicating. 
• I can form and use the simple verb tenses (e.g., I walk, I walked, I will walk). 
• I can form and use the simple regular and irregular verb tenses (e.g., I eat, I ate, I am eating). 

 
I Can Statements EE.L.8.1.c: 

• I can demonstrate understanding of common verbs. 
• I can combine verb + noun in writing or communication. 
• I can use appropriate verbs to match nouns. 
• I can shift nouns and verbs to match as appropriate. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• simple verbs 
• regular verbs 

 
• irregular verbs 
• verb tenses 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
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Instructional Examples EE.L.8.1.b: 
• Push the cart when asked to push it. 
• Look when asked to look. 
• Write captions for photos showing an activity the class did identifying the action in the photo (e.g., saw movie, danced to music, cooked pizza, worked). 
• In reviewing the day’s schedule, the student reports, “I did reading, I went to PE, I ate snack,” etc. 
• Given a model of text with multiple forms of one verb (Look at me run.  Yesterday I ran.  Tomorrow I will go running.  Do you like to run?) The student 

writes own book using another verb (Look at me eat.  Yesterday I ate.  Tomorrow I will be eating.  Do you like to eat?). 
 
Instructional Examples EE.L.8.1.c: 

• Follow verbal commands (e.g., sit, go, and stay). 
• Communicate a desired activity using a noun and verb (e.g., play ball, make cake.) 
• Communicate using a noun and verb (e.g., man go, Sally stay). 
• Use appropriate forms of is and are when describing self and others. 
• Combine two sentences that require changes to nouns and/or verbs when combined (e.g. I am going.  You are going.  We are going.). 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Job interviews/applications 
• Following directions 
• Email 
• Placing an order 
• Requesting help or information 
• Socially appropriate conversation skills 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.8.2:  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 
b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
c. Spell correctly. 

Essential Element EE.L.8.2:  Demonstrate understanding of conventions of 
Standard English. 

a. Use end punctuation and capitalization when writing a sentence or 
question. 

b. N/A 
c. Spell words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter sound 

relationships and/or common spelling patterns. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.2:    
• Demonstrate understanding of conventions of Standard English. 

a. Use end punctuation when writing a sentence or question. 
b. Spell words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter-

sound relationships and/or common spelling patterns. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.L.9-10.2:    
• Demonstrate understanding of conventions of Standard English. 

a. Use comma and conjunction to combine two simple 
sentences. 

b. N/A 
c. Spell most single-syllable words correctly and apply 

knowledge of word chunks in spelling longer words. 
 

I Can Statements  EE.L.8.2.a: 
• I can participate in shared writing of sentences. 
• I can use a period to end a sentence and capitalized the first word. 
• I can use end punctuation and capitalization when writing a sentence or question. 
• I can use end punctuation and capitalization when writing text with multiple sentences. 

 
I Can Statements  EE.L.8.2.c: 

• I can demonstrate awareness of letters and words. 
• I can spell common sight words correctly. 
• I can spell words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter-sound relationships and/or spelling patterns 
• I can spell two-syllable words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of letter-sound relationships and/or common spelling patterns. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• spelling patterns 
• phonetic spelling 

 

 
• end punctuation 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
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Instructional Examples  EE.L.8.2.a: 
• Make a choice from two items to complete a sentence during shared writing. 
• When participating in shared writing, remind the teacher to start with a capital letter and end the sentence with a period. 
• Writes a note to a friend including the question, “John, will you go?” capitalizing the friend’s name, first word, and using a question mark correctly. 
• Writes as single sentence about an observation during science class and uses a capital letter to start and a period correctly at the end of the sentence. 
• Write a short story and use correct ending punctuation and capitalization throughout. 
• When writing a journal entry, start each sentence with a capital letter and end each sentence appropriately with a period. 

 
Instructional Examples  EE.L.8.2.c: 

• Point to text when asked to show the words to read in a book. 
• Point to letters on a bulletin board in the hallway when asked, “Where are the letters?” 
• In own writing, spell common sight words correctly including words like: is, the, in, at, can, an. 
• During shared writing the teacher asks, “Who can help me spell can?” and the student replies, c-a-n. 
• Spell words phonetically when writing simple sentences. 
• Write a short story, use correct spelling for most words, and use complete phonetic spellings for words with two or more syllables. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Write letters 
• Write your name 
• Write in diaries, journals, social media 
• Recognize site words and city symbols on billboards and community or traffic signs 
• Menus 
• Order forms 
• Writing notes to family members and peers 
• Internet searches 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.8.3:  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and 
subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the 
actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state 
contrary to fact). 
 

Essential Element EE.L.8.3:  Use language to achieve desired outcomes when 
communicating. 

a. Use to-be verbs (am, are, is, was, were, be, become, became) 
accurately when writing and communicating. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.3:   
• Use language to achieve desired outcomes when communicating. 

a. Use precise language as required to achieve desired meaning. 
 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.L.9-10.3:  
• Use language to achieve desired outcomes when communicating. 

a. Vary syntax when writing and communicating. 

I Can Statements  EE.L.8.3: 
• I can demonstrate understanding of common verbs. 
• I can use I am and I was accurately when writing and communicating. 
• I can use to be verbs (am, is, are, was, were, be, become, became) accurately when writing and communicating. 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
• to be verbs 

 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples  EE.L.8.3: 
• Point to a picture that depicts a common verb (e.g., “Show me run.”). 
• Respond when asked a question using a common verb (e.g., “Do you want to go?  Are you ready?”). 
• Write “I was scared” when writing about a movie they watched. 
• Reports on emotions saying, “I am happy.” 
• Write in journal about own feelings I am, and those of friends, he is or he was. 
• Shift from “I am” to “we are” when talking about an upcoming event. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Socially appropriate interactions/communications 
• Verbalizing wants and needs 
• Expand utterances (verbal, signing, iPad, augmentative device) to meet needs and requests 
• Develop independence in communication 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.8.4:  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or 
part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or 
phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a 
dictionary). 
 

Essential Element EE.L.8.4:  Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings. 
a. Use context to determine which word is missing from a content area 

text. 
b. Use frequently occurring root words (e.g., like) and the words that 

result when affixes are added (e.g., liked, disliked, liking). 
c. Seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words are 

encountered while reading or communicating. 
d. N/A 

Grade 7 Essential Element L.7.4:    
• Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings. 
a. Use context to determine which word is missing from a 

content area text. 
b. Use frequently occurring root words (e.g., like) and the words 

that result when affixes are added (e.g., liked, disliked, liking). 
c. Seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words 

are encountered while reading or communicating. 
d. N/A 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.L.9-10.4:   
• Demonstrate knowledge of word meanings. 

a. Use context to determine the meaning of unknown words. 
b. Identify and use root words and the words that result when 

affixes are added or removed. 
c. Consult reference materials (dictionaries, online vocabulary 

supports) to clarify the meaning of unfamiliar words 
encountered when reading. 

d. N/A 
 
 

I Can Statements  EE.L.8.4.a: 
• I can demonstrate an understanding of the meaning of common words. 
• I can math vocabulary to meaning. 
• I can use context to identify which word in an array of content-related words is missing from a sentence. 
• I can use context to determine the meaning of a new word. 
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I Can Statements EE.L.8.4.b:   
• I can identify a root word (e.g., like). 
• I can identify affixes (suffixes, prefixes). 
• I can use affixes to clarify meaning. 

I Can Statements  EE.L.8.4.c: 
• I can ask for help when needed. 
• I can recognize a new word when encountered while reading or communicating. 
• I can seek clarification and meaning support when unfamiliar words are encountered while reading or communicating. 
• I can consult reference materials (dictionaries, online vocabulary supports) to clarify the meaning of unfamiliar words encountered when reading. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• context 
• root words 
• alphabetize 
• suffix 

 

  
• dictionary 
• affix 
• prefix 

 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 

• personal dictionary 
• wiki stix 

Instructional Examples  EE.L.8.4.a: 
• Identify an object named by an adult. 
• Match a picture to a word. 
• Match a word to its meaning. 
• Complete a maze task by using context to fill in missing words. 
• Given a sentence with an underlined word, replace the underlined word with another word that has the same meaning. 

 
Instructional Examples EE.L.8.4.b:   

• Use magnetic letters to separate affixes from the root word. 
• Given a text, student will highlight affixes. 
• Given a close text, student will use a bank of possible word choices (dislike, liking, liked) to complete the text. 

 
Instructional Examples  EE.L.8.4.c: 

• Indicate a need for assistance through gestures, eye contact or gaze, vocalizations, etc. 
• Use a switch to indicate understanding when asked, “Do you understand?” or “Do you have any questions?” 
• Indicate a need for help by raising hand, hitting switch, etc. 
• While reading with a teacher, point to a word indicating that it is the new word they just learned. 
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• Use a bulletin board created by a teacher to clarify meaning of an unfamiliar word encountered while reading. 
• While reading, the student points to an unfamiliar word and asks, “What’s that?” 
• Use resources to find meaning of unfamiliar words. 
• Look up an unfamiliar word in a primary dictionary to check the meaning. 
• Use an electronic dictionary to enter an unfamiliar word in a text and check its meaning. 
• Use the vocabulary look-up feature in a screen reader to check the meaning of an unknown word. 

 
Real World Connections:    

• Ordering off a menu 
• Phone features (speed dial, emergency calls, favorites, speech to text) 
• Finding stores on a kiosk or map 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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Standard L.8.5:  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context. 
b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand 

each of the words. 
c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with 

similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, 
persistent, resolute). 

Essential Element EE.L.8.5:  Demonstrate understanding of word relationships 
and use. 

a. Demonstrate understanding of the use of multiple meaning words. 
b. Use knowledge of common words to understand the meaning of 

compound and complex words in which they appear (e.g., birdhouse, 
household). 

c. Use descriptive words to add meaning when writing and 
communicating. 
 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.5:     
• Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and use. 

a. Identify the literal and nonliteral meanings of words in context. 
b. Demonstrate understanding of synonyms and antonyms. 
c. N/A 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.L.9-10.5:   
• Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and use. 

a. Interpret common figures of speech. 
b. Determine the intended meaning of multiple meaning words. 

 
 

I Can Statements  EE.L.8.5.a: 
• I can respond to a common idiom used by a peer. 
• I can demonstrate common understanding of common idioms that include multiple meaning words. 
• I can demonstrate understanding of the use of multiple meaning words. 
• I can use multiple meaning words. 

 
I Can Statements  EE.L.8.5.b: 

• I can demonstrate understanding single-syllable words that comprise compound words. 
• I can use knowledge of common words to understand the meaning of compound words. 
• I can use knowledge of common words to understand the meaning of compound and complex words in which they appear (e.g., birdhouse, household). 
• I can use compound and complex words when writing and communicating. 

 
I Can Statements EE.L.8.5.c: 

• I can identify descriptive words with support. 
• I can identify where descriptive words could be used and add them to writing and communication with support. 
• I can use descriptive words to add meaning when writing and communicating. 
• I can use a variety of descriptive words to add meaning when writing and communicating. 
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Key Vocabulary: 
• multiple meaning words 
• compound words 
• figure of speech 

 

 
• complex words 
• idioms 
• adjectives 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples  EE.L.8.5.a: 
• Smile when a peer or teacher says, “We’re cool” to indicate a positive reaction. 
• Given an array of choices, demonstrate the literal meaning of common idioms such as “We’re cool” or “You bet.” 
• Describe the meaning of sentences that use multiple meaning words in two ways (e.g., “I had a fit when my shoes didn’t fit.”). 
• Given an array of choices, point to a second meaning of a word when the first meaning is provided (e.g., “Draw the curtains.”). 
• Use words in a communication device to convey multiple meanings (e.g., uses cool to comment on the temperature and the shirt someone is wearing). 

 
Instructional Examples  EE.L.8.5.b: 

• Demonstrate understanding of such words as walk (walkway), run (runway), and hand (handstand) using actions and gestures. 
• Identify a picture or other symbolic representation of a bird or house. 
• Identify the common word(s) that is part of a compound word. 
• Identify a picture that depicts the meaning of a compound or complex word. 
• Write a response to a reading selection that includes some compound or complex words. 
 

Instructional Examples  EE.L.8.5.c: 
• Asked, “How would you describe the girl in the story? Tall or short?” answers consistent with story. 
• Asked, “What color is this ball?” respond “red.” 
• During a shared writing activity, the teacher writes a sentence leaving a blank where an adjective could be inserted and the student selects an adjective.  
• After writing a simple sentence, an adult shows the student where an adjective could be inserted and the student selects the word. 
• Add a descriptive word to a sentence to enhance the meaning while completing a writing assignment. 
• Write simple sentences that include adjectives to describe pictures. 
• Given an array of adjectives, select several to use in adding more meaning to a writing assignment that is being revised. 
• Uses more than one adjective when providing a description of an event.  

 
Real World Connections:    

• Understand corresponding facial expressions and emotions 
• Express feelings 
• Gauge feelings on a visual scale 
• Substitute synonyms or antonyms to clarify requests 
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• Use compound and complex words 
• Use descriptive words to communicate 

 
Resources: 

• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
• Teaching Compound Words Through Pictures www.slideshare.net/krisna_aje/teaching-compound-words-through-pictures-with-the-theme 
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Standard L.8.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 
 

Essential Element EE.L.8.6: Use general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases across contexts. 

Grade 7 Essential Element EE.L.7.6:     
• Use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases across 

contexts. 

Grade 9 Essential Element EE.L.9-10.6:   
• Use general academic and domain-specific words and phrases across 

contexts. 
 

I Can Statements  EE.L.8.6: 
• I can respond to an academic or domain-specific word. 
• I can recognize an academic or domain-specific word. 
• I can acquire and use general academic or domain-specific words. 
• I can acquire and use general academic or domain-specific words and phrases. 

 
Key Vocabulary: 

• academic words/phrases 
 

• domain specific 
words/phrases 
 

Supports (specific to student):  (e.g., assistive technology, communication 
system, visual aids, templates, active board, highlighters) 
 

Instructional Examples  EE.L.8.6: 
• After the teacher uses objects to teach new vocabulary to the class, respond to objects from science or social studies when asked. 
• Use switches or symbols to respond to words from science (e.g., plant, animal). 
• Use academic words correctly (e. g., calculator or ruler correctly. 
• In an end-of-day writing wrap-up, list words and phrases learned during the day. 
• When asked questions like, “What do you learn in science?” respond, “magnet.” 
• Describe steps in writing (e.g., draft, revise). 
• Describe element on a map using the legend as needed. 
 

Real World Connections:    
• Ordering off a menu 
• Matching a picture schedule 
• Acquire and use appropriate background knowledge vocabulary (fair, movie theater, zoo, library, mall, cooking) 
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Resources: 
• Tar Heel Readers http://tarheelreader.org/  
• Reading A-Z http://www.readinga-z.com/  
• Science A-Z http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
• News-2-You https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
• Vocabulary A-Z http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
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General Resources 
 
http://www.ndcurriculuminitiative.org/  
http://ndcurriculuminitiative.org/common_core 
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/ 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/ 
http://learni.st  
www.fcrr.org 
http://www.sharemylesson.com  
http://readingandwritingproject.com/ 
http://www.time4writing.com/teaching-writing/  
http://tarheelreader.org/  
http://www.readinga-z.com/  
http://www.sciencea-z.com/  
https://www.n2y.com/news2you/  
http://www.vocabularya-z.com/vocabweb/razpremadelessons.do?razBookId=1592 
Edmark Functional Words 
Boardmaker 
http://www.kidsplanet.org/factsheets/map.html 
http://www.inspiration.com/ 
Aims Web Writing prompts https://aimsweb.pearson.com/ 
http://www.wordle.net/ 
http://autismteachingstrategies.com 
http://www.tumblebooks.com 
 
 
Grade 8 Resources: 
  
Smart Exchange Activities: http://exchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=%22nouns%20verbs%20adjectives%22#page=3 
Scholastic  http://printables.scholastic.com/printables/search/?query=noun&Ntt=noun&Ntk=Printables_SI&N=0 
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Teaching Compound Words Through Pictures http://www.slideshare.net/krisna_aje/teaching-compound-words-through-pictures-with-
the-theme 
Reading Rockets http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/inference 
Pixar Short Films www.youtube.com 
Inference Game www.phitulga.com/Riddles.html 
Quia What can you Infer? www.quia.com/pop/43335.html 
Analyzing a Text http://usatodayeducate.com/wordpress/wp-content/files/5_Analyzing_text.pdf 
Paraphrasing http://simplytheclassroom.blogspot.com 
Hands in Autism http://www.handsinautism.org/pdf/How_To_Visual_Schedules.pdf 
Determining Word Meanings http://elastars.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/lesson-13-determining-word-meanings-figurative-and-
connotative.pdf 
Education Corner Study Skills www.educationcorner.com/study-skills.html 
Author’s Point of View http://www.reallygoodstuff.com/authors-point-of-view-poster/p/155806/ 
Persuasion Map @ ReadWriteThink www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/persuasion-30034.thml 
Internet4Classrooms.com 
www.internet4classrooms.com/assessment_assistance/assessment_preparation_laguage_arts_compare_contrast_activities.htm 
Study Zone www.studyzone.org/testprep/ela4/o/comparecontrastl.cfm 
Anchor Chart on Inferences http://pinterest.com/pin/16888567322269692/ 
Youtube Inference Lesson www.youtube.com/watch?v=JNvgHZgytPl&feature=share 
Making Inferences Explanation and Activities www.brainpopjr.com/readingandwriting/comprehension/makeinferences/grownups.weml 
Behavior Reflection Sheet http://www.kidpointz.com/behavior-tools/reflection-sheets/view/behavior-reflection.pdf 
Cause & Effect Relationships and Activities http://foremanteaches.blogspot.com/2013/04/cause-and-effect-relationships-and.html 
Compare & Contrast http://www.teachersnotebook.com/search/results?sf=&keyword=compare+and+contrast&pr=1 
Fiction Book Suggestions for Teaching Compare and Contrast http://pinterest.com/pin/71283606574360004 
Problem & Solution http://www.teachersnotebook.com/search/results?sf=&keyword=problem+%26+solution&pr=1 
Sequencing http://www.teachersnotebook.com/search/results?sf=5&keyword=sequencing&pr=1 
Classic Starts www.sterlingpublishing.com 
Idioms App https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/english-idioms-illustrated/id413057971?mt=8 
Idioms App https://www.enturaes.com/ipadapps/kidioms2.asp 
Quia www.quia.com/rr/343294.html 
Storyline Online www.storylineonline.net 
Pearson Books www.wegivebooks.org 
Busy Teacher Café www.busyteacherscafe.com/themes/fairytales.html 
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Speaking and Listening Conversation Starters http://pinterest.com/pin/127789708149523619 
Lesson Plans, Materials & Products www.speakingofspeech.com 
I Have/Who Has Games 
Author’s Purpose/ Fact & Opinion http://www.thatquiz.org/tq/previewtest?S/D/M/S/83811323406681 
Helping Students Distinguish Between Fact and Opinion Handy Handouts www.handyhandouts.com 
Analyzing a Text http://usatodayeducate.com/wordpress/wp-content/files/5_Analyzing_text.pdf 
Printing Press http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/printing-press-30036.html 
Newspaper Template www.educatorstechnology.com 
Visual Conversation Boards http://autismteachingstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Talk-to-mom-dad-sister-worksheets1.pdf 
PBS Kids (Info on Advertisement): http://pbskids.org/dontbuyit/advertisingtricks/ 
Photo Dictionary http://photographicdictionary.com 
Educational Dictionary-Thesaurus www.wordsmyth.net 
Remnant Book Information www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/files/how-to-handouts/Remnant Books_000.pdf 
Fun English Games www.funenglishgames.com/writinggames/letters.html 
Calvin and Hobbes http://pinterest.com/pin/253257179016996559 
Conversation Hearts http://thisreadingmama.com/2013/02/05/heart-to-heart-conversations-teaching-dialogue-with-conversation-hearts/ 
Story Comparison http://pinterest.com/pin/280349145523593399 
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