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Division of Student Support and Innovation 
Key Projects 

July 2015 to November 2015 
  

Academic Support  Federal Title Programs  Indian/Multicultural Education 
Two vacant assistant director positions 

 Develop JDQ 
Title I – ELL Mini Conference  Indian Education Summit 

RFP Red Light Green Light Project  “New Awards Program” Information Ready  Title I – ELL Mini Conference 
NMSI Trainings  “New Coaching Program” Information Ready  Welcome Week 
AP Rollout 

 College Board Meeting 
 Go to Meeting in Dallas 

RFPs (21st/Homeless/MSP)  Lucy/Kirsten/Laurie Memo 

Rollout – Leveraging the Senior Year  2151 Application Guidance/Q & A ‐ ECE  NA Needs Assessment 
CCSSO Work Groups  School Board PD Project  NA Essential Understanding Project 
Professional Development Grants Notice 
Ready 

Newsletter – Special “Welcome Back to 
School” Issue  Title III Reallocated Funds Process 

Review CDE Proposal  2 SIG Approved  STEEP 
  Plan Regionals – If Reauthorization Occurs  Picture Writing Workshop 
  Reallocated Funds – Titles I & II – Fall 2015  ND Rural Dropout Prevention 
    ND Indian Education Advisory Committee (qrtly) 
      

Website Rollout  Website Rollout  Website Rollout 
Consolidated Applications  Consolidated Applications  Consolidated Applications 
AYP Letter Reviews  AYP Letter Reviews  AYP Letter Reviews 
Needs Assessment Reviews  Needs Assessment Reviews  Needs Assessment Reviews 
Program Improvement Application Reviews  Program Improvement Application Reviews  Program Improvement Application Reviews 
     

 

 



Division of Student Support & Innovation 
Office of Federal Title Programs 

 

Consolidated Application for Federal Title Funding 
 

All districts must complete the Federal Title Programs Consolidated Application to access their 
funding for Title I, Title IIA, and Title III on a yearly basis. 
 

Due Date: Friday, August 28, 2015 

Grant Period: The grant period for allocating and spending federal Title funding for this consolidated 
application period is July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 

Electronic Application URL: The Consolidated Application for Federal Title Funding can be 
accessed at https://secure.apps.state.nd.us/dpi/stars/Login.aspx. The NDDPI has opened the 
consolidated application in STARS so that administrators can begin inputting data. 

Board Approval: The Consolidated Application for Federal Title Funding must be approved during a 
school board meeting. The application cannot be submitted without indicating a date when it was 
approved by the school board. 

Contact Person: The Division of Student Support and Innovation assigns a contact person to each 
school district in the state. The list was recently revised due to the reorganization changes and is 
available on the consolidated application link 
www.nd.gov/dpi/Administrators/FTP/Resources/ConApp/. 

Please ensure your district has communicated with its contact person to conduct an initial review of 
your application prior to submitting. 

Carryover: The final Title I and Title II/REAP 2014-2015 carryover amounts to be entered on the 
allocation section of the application can be found on your Final Financial Report once it has been 
approved and returned to the authorized representative. 

Federal Title Allocations: The 2015-2016 final Federal Title I and Title II program allocations have 
been calculated and are posted on the NDDPI website. The final allocations have also been 
populated into the consolidated applications on STARS.  

 
These final allocations show a slight (>1%) increase in Title I funding compared to the previous school 
year allocations. This amounts to a $198,110 increase in federal funding for Title I. The Title IIA 
allocation went down a minimal amount ($34,374) so these allocations should have also calculated 
similar to last year’s amounts. 
 
Needs Assessment: The Title IIA regulations require each district to have a needs assessment. 
Once again, districts must upload a copy of their needs assessment into the 2015-2016 consolidated 
application. Each district should have received a rubric with feedback on the 2014-2015 needs 
assessment to assist in making any necessary changes before submitting for the 2015-2016 school 
year. 

New Consolidated Application Guidance: The newly updated guidance for the 2015-2016 
Consolidated Application for Federal Title Funding has now been posted on the new website. Please 
review the guidance for updated information. In the 2015-2016 school year, the NDDPI is allowing 
districts to REAP/Transfer their Title IIA funds into Title I, Title III, Title IID, Title IV, and Title V. The 
revised guidance outlines additional requirements regarding this option. All consolidated application 
information is posted on the website by following the text links:  

Home: Administrators: Federal Title Programs: Resources: Consolidated Application. 

 



 
Division of Student Support & Innovation 

Update/Status on Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)  
and Program Improvement 

Adequate Yearly Progress Timeline 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

With the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) reauthorization being stalled in Congress for the past seven 
years, we have now surpassed the deadline for the infamous 12 year timeline. 

It appears as though relief may be on the way, as both the House and Senate approved their own 
version of a reauthorization bill within the last few weeks. They now need to reach a compromise and 
put forth a unified bill that the president will sign. 

AYP Freeze Waiver Approved 

On Friday, February 27, 2015, the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) disseminated a letter to 
state Title I directors announcing they are permitting any state administering new college and career-
ready aligned assessments in the 2014-2015 school year to not assign schools new ratings based on 
those assessments and to waive accountability determinations based on the new achievement 
results. This waiver would freeze the AYP sanctions timeline for one year for all schools and districts. 

The North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (NDDPI) submitted our AYP Freeze Waiver to the 
USDE on March 31, 2015. The NDDPI received official approval on our AYP Freeze Waiver on 
Thursday, May 21, 2015.  

Under this flexibility, North Dakota will still generate an AYP report for every school and district in the 
state. The AYP report will only report data on the participation rates, graduation rates, and attendance 
rates. The AYP will not report scores for the 2014-2015 state assessment. Schools and districts that 
make AYP will remain in the same category for program improvement and will be allowed to continue 
implementing the same interventions in 2015-2016, that were required to be implemented in the 2014-
2015 school year.  

There are two key points to keep in mind regarding this new flexibility 

 All schools and districts previously identified for improvement must continue to implement 
interventions consistent with Section 1116 of the ESEA; however, they will not move to the 
next category in the sanctions timeline if they make AYP based on participation rates, high 
school graduation rates, or attendance rates in elementary or middle schools. 
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Goal:
All Proficient 
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 Schools and districts that do not make AYP based on participation rates, high school 
graduation rates, or attendance rates in elementary or middle schools would advance to the 
next level of sanctions. Therefore, schools and districts need to be transparent with staff, 
parents, and the community so that if the school or district did not meet the requirement to 
have 95% of the students tested, the waiver does not protect them, and the school would 
move to the next category in the program improvement timeline. 

AYP Reports 

The NDDPI anticipates that preliminary AYP reports for the 2014-2015 school year will be 
available mid-August 2015. An email will be disseminated for review once they are posted on 
the State Automated Reporting System (STARS). Again, the AYP reports will only list 
graduation rates, attendance rates, and participation rates. 

Interpreting AYP Reports 

The department provides guidance regarding the interpretation of these AYP reports. These 
instructions aid educators and the public to better understand the major components of AYP 
reports. This guidance will answer many of the most frequently asked questions surrounding 
the calculation of AYP. The direct link to this document will be posted at the top of each AYP 
report once they are released. 
 

Official Program Improvement Notification 

Once the school and district AYP information is final, the Office of the Federal Title Programs 
will email individual letters to all schools and districts identified for program improvement. The 
letter will inform schools and districts of their status and any responsibilities while in program 
improvement. 
 

Dissemination Requirements 

Federal law requires all public schools and districts to disseminate AYP information to parents. 
The NDDPI requests that schools not publish or distribute any preliminary school AYP results 
publicly until the official release of the final AYP reports. In August, the Office of Federal Title 
Programs will be providing guidance to school districts regarding sample verbiage to include in 
the dissemination letters regarding the AYP freeze waiver. 
 

Funding for Schools and Districts in Improvement 

There is limited funding available for schools identified for improvement in the 2015-2016 
school year. Specific information and instructions for applying for additional program 
improvement funding were provided at the Administrative Regional Workshops in May. The 
application, rubric, and guidance can be accessed on the Federal Title Programs website. 
 

Questions 

If you have any questions on school or district AYP reports, contact Greg Gallagher at 
ggallagher@nd.gov or (701) 328-1838. 
 
If you have questions on program improvement or AYP dissemination requirements, contact 
Laurie Matzke at lmatzke@nd.gov or (701) 328-2284. 
 
 

 


	Agenda
	Division Key Projects
	Consolidated Application
	Update status on AYP and Progam Improvement

