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ND K-12
2015-16 Statistics

Public 
Districts

Non-Public State 
Institutions

BIE Sp Ed 
Units

Vo Ed 
Centers

Total

LEAs
179 43 4 5 31 13 275 

Schools
373 53 4 6 - - 436 

K-12 
Enrollment 106,070 6,594 288 1,590 - - 114,542 

Licensed Staff
10,358 691 75 233 400 127 11,884 

Non-Licensed 
Staff 6,316 512 75 176 231 50 7,359 

Graduates
6,683 343 72 32 - - 7,130 



School Finance Facts

• Published by End of February
• Consists of

• Revenues and Expenditures of each district
• Taxable Valuation by school district
• Cost of Education in each school district
• Number of Teachers employed by the school districts
• School District Average Daily Membership (ADM) and Weighted ADM











Highlights – payment rates

• Increase base payment rate 3% + 3%
$8,810/$9,092 → $9,365/$9,646

• Increase minimum baseline rate 2% + 2%
102%/104% → 106%/108%

• Increase maximum baseline rate 10% + 10%
110%/120% → 130%/140%



English Language Learners

• Increased ELL factor for level I and II 10%
• Level I from .30 to .33
• Level II from .20 to .22
• $1,000,000 for supplemental grants to the four schools serving the largest 

number of Level I and II ELL Students

• Effective July 1, 2017
• Level I – from .33 to .40
• Level II – from .22 to .28



Other Considerations

• Baseline mechanics
• Redirects for special education and REA
• At-risk factor ADM

• 3 year average percent of FRPL for grades 3-8 times ADM

• Ending fund balance percentage 
• June 30 2016 = 40% + $20,000
• June 30 2017 = 35% + $20,000



Transportation

• $3.5 million increase over the previous biennium
• Rates based on transportation formula as it existed on June 30, 2001, with 

the following rate changes:
• Large bus (capacity 10 or more)

• $1.18 per mile
• $0.32 per one-way trip

• Small bus (capacity less than 10)
• $0.55 per mile

• $.054 family transportation
• Per day per one-way trip
• Per day up to two one-way trips is required by IEP to attend outside the district

• SB 2015 authorizes a supplemental $3 million distribution at the end of 2015-17 if 
un-obligated funds are available from the State Aid Formula line item



Rapid Enrollment Grants

• $14,800,000 appropriated
• K-12 fall enrollment to prior K-12 enrollment
• Tier I funding

• 4% or 150 students and must be at least 20 students
• Payment is $4,000 per student over 2%
• 21 Districts qualified for Tier I funding for $5,061,960

• Tier II funding
• 2% or 75 students and must be at least 10 students
• Payment is $2,000 per student over 2%
• 14 Districts qualified for Tier II funding for $370,820



STARS Reporting

• STARS is the State Automated Reporting System
• Web based data collection system

• District Administration
• Students
• Teachers
• Special Programs

• Collection periods
• Fall … September 15
• Year end … June 30
• Smaller collections at December 1 (SpEd child count) and end of summer 

(summer programs)
• STARS information page

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/data/STARS/reports/


School Construction

• School Construction Approval
• Projects over $150,000 require DPI approval.
• Steady or increasing enrollment

• Legislature made $250 million available through Bank of North Dakota 
loans over for 2015-17

• 2% rate
• Must publish tax effects on both residential and commercial property
• Must have passed a bond vote

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/SchoolStaff/SchoolFinance/SchoolConstruction/


General Fund Levy Authority

• General Fund Levy
• 12% increase in dollars up to a levy of 70 mills
• Voters can authorize a specified levy rate for up to 10 years

• NDCC 57-15-14
• 60 mills is considered local contribution in the funding formula

http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t57c15.pdf#nameddest=57-15-14


Other Levy Authority

• LevyPurpose Max. Rate References
Tuition None 15.1-29-15; 57-15-14.2(1)(c);
Judgments None 21-03-06(7)
Special Assessments None 57-15-41
Building Fund 20 mills 57-15-14.2; 57-15-16;15.1-09-49

Bond Sinking & Interest None
21-03-15; 57-15-14.4;
57-15-14.2(5)(b)

Special Reserve 3 Mills 57-19-01; 57-15-14.2(3)
Miscellaneous Fund 12 Mills 57-15-14.2(2)



Public Hearing on Property Tax Increase

• A taxing district may not impose a property tax levy in a greater 
number of mills than the “Zero Increase Number of Mills”unless:

• Publish notice in its official newspaper at least 7 days before a hearing on its 
property tax levy.

• Property owners with 10% or more increases in assessed valuation are 
notified by mail.

• The assessor provides the names and addresses
• Announce the scheduled time and place the governing body shall make final 

adoption of its property tax levy.

• “Zero Increase Number of Mills” is last year’s levy divided by this 
year’s taxable valuation (excluding new growth).

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/SchoolStaff/SchoolFinance/SchoolDistrictFinance/


Other Important Finance Forms

• SFN 9149 Public School District Budget and Tax Levy – Certificate of 
Levy

• SFN 24754 - School District Maximum Levy Worksheet
• SFN 9150 – School District Taxable Valuation, Tax Levies and Bond 

Elections
• SFN 19378 – Open Enrollment Application
• SFN 50014 – Worksheet for Calculating Tuition

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/uploads/documents/428/SFN9149.pdf
http://www.nd.gov/tax/property/forms/mxlevyschooldistrictgeneralfund.pdf?20140719123712
https://www.nd.gov/tax/user/local-government/formspublications/property-tax/forms/maximum-levy-worksheets
http://www.nd.gov/tax/property/forms/mxlevyschooldistrictgeneralfund.pdf?20140719123712
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/uploads/documents/201/sfn9150.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/uploads/documents/209/sfn19378.pdf
http://dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn50014a.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/uploads/documents/164/SFN50014a.pdf
http://dpi.state.nd.us/forms/sfn50014a.pdf




K-12 Constitutional Trust Funds

• Common School Trust Fund
• Over $3 Billion in Assets
• Receives revenue from oil extraction tax, tobacco settlement and interest and 

earnings from school trust lands
• Contributed $206 million towards the K-12 formula in 2015-17

• Foundation Aid Stabilization Fund
• Estimated balance at July 2017 is $600 million
• Can only be accessed to cover budget allotments by Executive Order
• Ballot Measure SCR 4003

• Limit the balance to 15% of the general fund appropriation for state school aid
• Allows the legislature to transfer or appropriate excess for education-related purposes

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/64-2015/documents/15-3010-08000.pdf?20150504133651
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Expectations for the Upcoming Biennium

• Early Projections 
• 3,000 new students
• 12% growth in taxable valuation
• This translates to $164 million cost to continue

• $81 million from state taxes, remainder from local sources
• This is the amount needed to cover additional students and rates set for 2016-17.

• Numbers will be updated based on new data available in the fall
• Expect both students and taxable valuation growth to be lower than initial 

projections
• The outlook for any increases in rates or program enhancements is 

dismal. 
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