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Locale Codes

Locale codes are a measure of geographic status on an urban continuum that ranges from “large city” to “rural.” New locale
codes incorporate changes in the way rural areas are defined, in agreement with geographic standards used in the 2000
decennial Census.

Old Locale Codes
1 - Large City A central city of a CMSA or MSA, with the city having a population greater than or
equal to 250,000.
2 - Mid-size City A central city of a CMSA or MSA, with the city having a population less than 250,000.

3 - Urban Fringe of a Large Any territory within a CMSA or MSA of a Large City and defined as urban by the
City Census Bureau.

4 - Urban Fringe of a Mid-size Any territory within a CMSA or MSA of a Mid-size City and defined as urban by the
City Census Bureau.

5 - Large Town An incorporated place or Census-designated place with a population greater than or
equal to 25,000 and located outside a CMSA or MSA.

6 - Small Town An incorporated place or Census-designated place with a population less than 25,000
and greater than or equal to 2,500 and located outside a CMSA or MSA.

7 - Rural, Outside MSA Any territory designated as rural by the Census Bureau that is outside a CMSA or MSA
of a Large or Mid-size City.

8 - Rural, Inside MSA Any territory designated as rural by the Census Bureau that is within a CMSA or MSA

of a Large or Mid-size City.

New Urban-Centric Locale Codes

11 - City, Large Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population of 250,000
or more.

12 - City, Midsize Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population less than
250,000 and greater than or equal to 100,000.

13 - City, Small Territory inside an urbanized area and inside a principal city with population less than
100,000.

21 - Suburb, Large Territory outside a principal city and inside an urbanized area with population of
250,000 or more.

22 - Suburb, Midsize Territory outside a principal city and inside an urbanized area with population less than
250,000 and greater than or equal to 100,000.

23 - Suburb, Small Territory outside a principal city and inside an urbanized area with population less than
100,000.

31 - Town, Fringe Territory inside an urban cluster that is less than or equal to 10 miles from an urbanized
area.

32 - Town, Distant Territory inside an urban cluster that is more than 10 miles and less than or equal to 35
miles from an urbanized area.

33 - Town, Remote Territory inside an urban cluster that is more than 35 miles from an urbanized area.

41 - Rural, Fringe Census-defined rural territory that is less than or equal to 5 miles from an urbanized

area, as well as rural territory that is less than or equal to 2.5 miles from an urban cluster.

42 - Rural, Distant Census-defined rural territory that is more than 5 miles but less than or equal to 25 miles
from an urbanized area, as well as rural territory that is more than 2.5 miles but less than
or equal to 10 miles from ar urban cluster.

43 - Rural, Remote Census-defined rural territory that is more than 25 miles from an urbanized area and is
also more than 10 miles from an urban cluster.

Close Window

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/commontiles/localedescription.asp 12/9/2016


http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/commonfiles/localedescription.asp

2010 Geographic Terms and Concepts - Urban and Rural - Geography - U.S. Census Bure... Page 1 of 1

_W,Uni{ed States”

Buseeu

You are here: Census.gov (i} »

U.8. Department of Commerce {(/iwww.commerce.gov/) | Blogs (/iwww .censu

Topics Geography
({iwww.census.govien.html)popuation, Economy

html) »

Maps, Products

Library

htrat) » 2010

Infographics, Publicatlons

hout/contact- ial_media.himl) | Index A-Z (fiwww.census.gov/about/index.htmf) l

Glossary (/fwww.census.goviglossary/) ] FAQs (//ask.census.gov/)

Search L
Data Surveys/Programs Newsroom  About Us
Tools, Developers Respond, Survey Data News, Blogs Our Research

Terms and Concept:

htmi) » Urban and Rural

Geography

Geographic Terms and Concepts - Urban and Rural

For the 2010 Census, the Census Bureau classified as urban all territory, population, ané housing units located within urbanized areas (UAs) and urban clusters (UCs), both
defined using the same criteria. The Census Bureau delineates UA and UC boundaries that represent densely developed territory, encompassing residential, commercial, and
other nonresidential urban land uses. in general, this territory consists of areas of high papulation density and urban land use resulting in a representation of the "urban footprint."

Rural consists of all territory, population, and housing units located outside UAs and UCs.

For the 2010 Census, the urban and rural classification was applied to the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Urbanized Areas (UAs)—An urbanized area consists of densely developed territory that contains 50,000 or more people. The Census Bureau delineates UAs to provide a better
separation of urban and rural territory, population, and housing in the vicinity of large places.

Urban Clusters (UCs)—An urban cluster consists of densely developed territory that has at least 2,500 people but fewer than 50,000 people. The Census Bureau first introduced
the UC concept for Census 2000 to provide a more consistent and accurate measure of urban population, housing, and territory throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, and the

Island Areas.

Urban Area Titles and Codes—The title of each UA and UC may contain up to three incorporated place or census designated place (CDP) names and will include the two-letter
U.S. Postal Service abbreviation for each state or statistically equivalent entity into which the UA or UC extends. However, if the UA or UC does not contain an incorporated place
or CDP, the urban area title will include the single name of a minor civil division or populzted place recognized by the U.S. Geological Survey’s Geographic Names Information

System.

Each UC and UA is assigned a five-digit numeric census code based on a national alphabetical sequence of all urban area names. A separate flag is included in data tabulation
files to differentiate between UAs and UCs. In printed reports, this differentiation is included in the name.

Central Place—The 2010 Census urban areas will no longer include one or more designated central places. In preceding censuses, the central place included all incorporated or
census designated places inciuded in the urban area title, plus additional incorporated areas that met a population size criterion. The concept of central place for urban areas no

longer is being applied.

Relationship to Other Geographic Entities—Geographic entities, such as metropolitan areas, counties, minor civil divisions, places, and census tracts, often contain both urban
and rural territory, population, and housing units.
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