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Understanding State
and Federal Initiatives

Ann Ellefson
Director

Office of Academic Support

+ ESSA focuses on improving schools through innovation and
flexibility

* North Dakota has many statewide initiatives

Overview of

Session

+ Alignment between federal, state, and local programs exist

+ All teachers and school staff, including those working in Title |
programs, are critical to the success of these initiatives
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+ Atwo-pronged approach to ensure all students grow academically
during their senior years

Leve rag i ng the * Ensures that students who are not on track to take credit bearing
. classes their first year of college can get the extra instruction they
SeniorYear need their senior year

* Ensures that students who have taken all of the required courses
at their high school have greater options for advanced coursework
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*Increase AP Opportunities

* Focus on English, Mathematics, Science, and Computer Science

courses
Leve rag | ng the + Advanced Placement Summer Institutes to train more instructors
: to teach AP classes
Sen lorYear * One-day workshops for current AP teachers and their

administrators to strengthen their skills (January 2016)
* Provide funding to cover students’ costs to take AP online courses

Advanced

Coursework * Provide subscription services and instructional materials for AP
teachers and students

* Provide funding to buy-down cost of students’ AP exam fees

* Provide mentors for students taking NDCDE AP courses

+ Continued partnership with National Math + Science Initiative
(NMSI)
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*Connection to Title |

* In both Targeted Assistance and Schoolwide programming, ESSA
focuses on well-rounded education

Leveraging the

SeniorYear + Title | can assist students by preparing them for challenging
coursework and encouraging them to pursue programs of interest

Advanced
Coursework

+ ESSA supports the use of federal funds for academic acceleration
courses that lead to a high school diploma

* The goal to increase students having access to advanced
coursework; Title | staff can help at-risk youth access courses
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*Reduce Remediation

* Schools identify high school juniors who may need remedial math
and/or English instruction in college

+ Offer high schools College Learning Lab instructional program
through the ND Center for Distance Education (NDCDE) for small
number of students in need

Leveraging the

SeniorYear + Offer funding through NDDPI to provide College Learning Lab
instruction for high schools with larger number of students in need

* Students who successfully complete the program will earn credit
CLEM for math and/or English counting towards graduation

* NDDPI and NDCDE are working with ND University Systems
(NDUS) to have NDUS accept successful completion of College
Learning Lab in English/Math instruction as proof of necessary
developmental coursework
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*ConnectiontoTitle |

* In both Targeted Assistance and Schoolwide programming, ESSA
Leve rag i ng the focuses on well-rounded education

SeniorYear

* Secondary Title | programs can supplement this initiative through
additional instruction in English and mathematics

CLEM
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* Currently, ND utilizes mostly dual credit and AP for advanced
education opportunities for students

- Dual credit is a collaboration between individual K-12 schools and
ND colleges and universities

Dual Credit

* Dual credit will soon require instructors to have a Master’s degree
in the content area that is being taught
* Collaborating with NDUS on a solution
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Dual Credit

*Connectionto Title |

* In both Targeted Assistance and Schoolwide programming, ESSA
focuses on well-rounded education

* Title | can assist students by preparing them for challenging
coursework and encouraging them to pursue programs of interest

+ ESSA supports the use of federal funds for academic acceleration
courses that lead to a high school diploma

* The goal to increase students having access to advanced
coursework; Title | staff can help at-risk youth access courses
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Additional
Support for

Comprehensive
Counseling

* The NDDPI will strengthen relationships with the school counselin
field through informal site visits and technical assistance to supFo
the development and delivery of comprehensive school counseling
services

* Beginning with elementary schools, encourage project based learning

initiatives engaging student thought on career choices

+ Students have portfolio of their interests,
strengths, etc.

* Broadening the access to advanced coursework
opportunities for all students (dual credit,
advanced placement)

* The NDDPI will be forming a collaborative
partnership with Career and Tech Ed (CTE) to
work on these projects and align to their
RU Ready initiatives

* NDDPI will develop a website for teachers,
counselors, parents and students providing
resources and materials for these topics and who
to contact if they have questions
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*Connection to Title |

* In both Targeted Assistance and Schoolwide programming, ESSA
focuses on well-rounded education

Additional
Support for

. * Title | staff can partner with counselors on project based learning
Com prEhenSIVe initiatives to encourage students to think and plan for their life

Counseling after high school

* School staff are encouraged to engage students in conversation
and thought about the opportunities that exist
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* The NDDPI is dedicated to preparing students for the 21st Century
workplace by providing high quality educational opportunities in
science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM)
fields.

* North Dakota defines STEAM education as an integrated
curriculum (as opposed to science, technology, engineering, arts,
and mathematics taught in isolation) that is driven by creative
thinking, problem solving, discovery, exploratory project/problem-
based learning, and student-centered development of ideas and
solutions.




* Connectionto Title |

* In both Targeted Assistance and Schoolwide programming, ESSA focuses on
well-rounded education

+ ESSA supports STEAM education to improve instruction and increase student
engagement

* Integration of arts
*+ Hands on activities

* Project based learning

+ Title I staff can incorporate STEAM activities into Title | instructional time or
support classroom STEAM activities

+ STEAM is beneficial for all students, including at-risk students, such as Title |
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* Credit recovery describes strategies and programs that give high
school students who have failed a class the opportunity to redo
d- coursework or retake a course through alternate means—and
Cre It thereby avoid failure and earn academic credit

Recovery

* In North Dakota, most districts use their discretion on programs
and processes used for credit recovery

4 NORTH DAROTA DEPARTMENT OF
‘ PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

April 2016




April 2016

*ConnectiontoTitle |

* ESSA supports the use of Title | funds for credit recovery programs
that lead to a high school diploma

Credit

Recovery * Title | programs, both Targeted and Schoolwide, can support
students through credit recovery
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* The NDDPI is conducting a statewide
evaluation of the implementation of the
North Dakota State Standards in English
language arts and mathematics, called

North Dakota Education...Watch Us Grow.

North Dakota

Education... * The goals of the survey are to determine the
Watch Us Grow quantity and fidelity of the implementation
o of the standards, and to
lm‘ review administrator, as well

as educators’ experiences
and reactions to the

implementation of these
standards. >
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*ConnectiontoTitle |

Nor‘th Dakota * Represents responses from all North Dakota educators

Education...

+ Standards implementation and the supports provided impacts all
Watch Us Grow P
staff within a school
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+ Competency Based Education refers to systems of instruction,

assessment, grading, and academic reporting that are based on
Com petency students demonstrating that they have learned the knowledge
Ba Sed and skills they are expected to learn as they progress through their
: education.
Ed ucation * The NDDPI is making plans to move forward with regard to

Competency Based Education with supports to pilot schools.
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*ConnectiontoTitle |

* Title | staff in schools piloting competency based education will be

Competency
Based

Ed ucation « All staff should have an awareness

integral partners in the school’s process
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* North Dakota has applied for a program to integrate arts into
schools

* If funded and selected, schools and teachers in this program must
be:
+ Committed to exploring and implementing an arts integrated
curriculum for elementary or middle school students

TU n ArOU nd * Willing to provide time for professional development to staff

AI"tS members

* Invest in capital improvement to the school to support a creative
environment such as public arts projects, art studios, and branding
the school with an arts or creative focus

* District leadership must show commitment and administrative
support to coordinate travel, expenses and calendars, and assist
with school partners and media communications.
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Turn Around
Arts

*ConnectiontoTitle |

+ ESSA supports well-rounded education to improve instruction and
increase student engagement

* Integration of arts
+ Hands on activities

* Project based learning

* In both Targeted Assistance and Schoolwide programming, ESSA
focuses on well-rounded education, including the arts
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Well Rounded
Education

+ ESSA defines well-rounded education (section 8101)

* courses, activities, and programming in subjects such as English,
reading or language arts, writing, science, technology, engineering,
mathematics, foreign languages, civics and government, economics,
arts, history, geography, computer science, music, career and
technical education, health, physical education, and any other
subject, as determined by the State or local educational agency,
with the purpose of providing all students access to an enriched
curriculum and educational experience
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*ConnectiontoTitle |

* Itis permissible, under ESSA, to provide programming to support
a well-rounded education for both Targeted and Schoolwide

Well Rounded

programs
Education

* This is much more flexible than historical interpretations of federal

law
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* These initiatives provide increased opportunities for students and
supports for teachers

+ As educators inTitle | programs, you can stay informed on the
development of these initiatives through:
* Monthly TEAM newsletter
* Participation in webinars
* Fall Educators Conference
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LIKE us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/NDDPI
FOLLOW us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/nddpi
Stay SUBSCRIBE to us on YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/NDDPI

Con nected FOLLOW us on Instagram: www.instagram.com/nddpi/
SIGN-UP for Smart Mail: www.nd.gov/dpi
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Questions?

Ann Ellefson
Director of Academic Support
(701) 328-2488
aellefson@nd.gov

ESSA questions can also be directed to the department’s
newly established ESSA email address at dpiessa@nd.gov.
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