
 

 

To:   School Administrators 

From:   Laurie Matzke, Assistant Superintendent 

Date:   August 23, 2016 

RE:   ESSA Title IV 

 

The new federal education law, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), includes a new block grant 
program under Title IV, Part A called Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants. This new 
program will be available to districts in the 2017-2018 school year. The program provides funding for 
three broad activities: 

• Providing students with a well-rounded education (e.g., STEM, advanced coursework, civics, 
arts) 

• Supporting safe and healthy students (e.g., mental health, drug and violence prevention, and 
bullying) 

• Supporting the effective use of technology (e.g., professional development, equipment, or 
licenses)  

Districts that receive a formula allocation above $30,000 must conduct a needs assessment and then must 
expend 20% on activities to provide a well-rounded education program and 20% of its grant on safe and 
healthy school activities. The remaining 60% of the money can be spent on all three priorities, including 
technology, equipment, software, and digital content.  
 
If a school district receives an allocation below $30,000, the law does not require a needs assessment or 
setting aside percentages for well-rounded and safe and healthy students programs. The school district 
must spend funds on activities in at least one of the three activities.  
 
The new ESSA law also allows districts to transfer up to 100% of their Title II and Title IV, Part A 
allocations. This provision which previously was called REAP is now referred to as transferability. The 
graph below outlines this provision. Districts can redirect available funds to identified areas of need.  
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Attached to this memorandum, please find the following two supporting documents: 

Title IV, Part A Guidance 

• The North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (NDDPI) has generated initial guidance on 
this new Title IV, Part A grant that outlines some ideas on how these funds can be utilized. 

Title IV, Part A Estimated Allocations: 

• The NDDPI’s Fiscal Director, Jamie Mertz, has calculated estimated allocations for this new Title 
IV, Part A grant based on the state’s current estimated allocation. Please note, these allocations 
are simply rough estimates. There are several educational groups lobbying Congress to increase 
the appropriation for this grant. 

The NDDPI would like to gather some feedback from administrators in moving forward with this 
provision. Please complete the brief survey to provide your feedback on the new grant. 

Any questions pertaining to the information outlined in this memorandum can be directed to the following 
NDDPI staff: 

Laurie Matzke Val Fischer Ann Ellefson 
Assistant Superintendent Director, Safe & Healthy Schools  Director, Academic Support 
(701) 328-2284 (701) 328-4138 (701) 328-2488 
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