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Mission 

All students achieve 
their maximum education 

and social potential 
in a healthy and safe 

school and community environment.

Safe and Healthy Schools Unit



Drills

NDCC 15.1‐06‐12   Emergency and disaster drills

Each public and nonpublic school shall conduct 

Fire          Tornado        and       Other Emergency or Disaster Drills,

including Lockdown Drills.



Lockdown Drills

www.nd.gov/dpi/Administrators/SafeHealthy/FactSheets/
Lockdown Drills Fact Sheet can be found at 

• What is a lockdown?
• When? 
• Who makes the decision?
• Procedures
• Tips and warnings



Bullying

House Bill 1465 passed in the 2011 ND legislative session requires 

each district to do the following:



Bullying
NDCC 15.1‐19‐18   Bullying – Prohibition by policy

Each school district must develop a bullying policy that:
‐ Uses the legislative definition;
‐ Establishes reporting/documenting procedures, including anonymous 
reporting;

‐ Establishes procedures/timelines to follow in investigating reports;
‐ Establishes schedule for retention of reporting/investigating documents;
‐ Sets forth disciplinary measures applicable to individual who bullied;
‐ Requires notification of law enforcement personnel when needed;
‐ Establishes strategies to protect a victim; and
‐ Establishes disciplinary measures for individual making false accusation.



Bullying
NDCC 15.1‐19‐18   Bullying – Prohibition by policy

Policy must be 
‐ Explained to and discussed with students,
‐ Available in student and personnel handbooks,
‐ Filed with the ND Department of Public Instruction (DPI),
‐ Reviewed and revised as determined necessary, filing updated copy 
with DPI.



Bullying
NDCC 15.1‐19‐19   Professional development activities

Each school district shall include, in professional development 

activities, information regarding the prevention of bullying and shall 

provide information regarding the prevention of bullying to all 

volunteers and nonlicensed personnel who have contact with 

students.



Bullying
NDCC 15.1‐19‐20   Bullying prevention programs

Each school district shall provide bullying prevention programs to all 

students from kindergarten through grade twelve.

www.nd.gov/dpi/Administrators/SafeHealthy/FactSheets/
Bullying Fact Sheet can be found at 



Suicide Prevention 
Training 

NDCC 15.1‐19‐24   Youth suicide prevention ‐ Training

Annually, each school district shall provide to middle school and high school 

instructional staff, teachers and administrators at least two hours of professional 

development relating to youth suicide risk indicators, appropriate responses, 

and referral resources.

Youth Suicide Professional Development Fact Sheet with resources and 

materials, including those free of charge, can be found at 

www.nd.gov/dpi/Administrators/SafeHealthy/FactSheets/.



Youth Mental Health PD
Senate Bill 2048 – NDCC 15.1‐07‐34

Section 2: Youth Mental Health Training

• Once every two years

• Must provide at least 8‐hours of prof development

• To Elem, MS & HS teachers and administrators

• Encourage ancillary & support staff to participate 



Youth Mental Health PD
Senate Bill 2048 – NDCC 15.1‐07‐34

Section 2: Youth Mental Health Training
MUST INCLUDE:
1. Understanding prevalence and impact of youth mental 

health disorders,
2. Knowledge of mental health symptoms, social stigmas, 

risk and protective factors, and
3. Awareness of referral sources and strategies for 

appropriate intervention.



Suspension, 
Expulsion, and Truancy

 Every school building must submit a report by 6/15 each year

 Can import and export data from PowerSchool to STARS system

 Data system is available from the start of the year; schools may 
input data within their own time frame (e.g., weekly, monthly)

 District and building reports are available

 DPI Statewide Summary (available mid‐August)



Suspension, 
Expulsion, 
and Truancy

Reports can be found at
www.nd.gov/dpi/report/set/. 



Emergency 
Operation Plan
ND Dept of Public Instruction received an Emergency Operations 
Planning grant from US Dept of Education.

Partners – Dept of Homeland Security and ND Safety Council

Eligible – rural schools districts. In North Dakota this includes all 
districts except Bismarck, Mandan, Fargo, W Fargo, Gr Forks, Minot.

Services include:
 Comprehensive on‐site assessment for natural/man‐made disasters
 Administrative and staff training
 Follow‐up through June 2016

To request an application contact DPI (701) 382‐2753.

www.nd.gov/dpi/Administrators/SafeHealthy/EOP/



Resources for Crisis 
Management

www.nd.gov/dpi/uploads/1308/CrisisManagementresources.pdf



Playground Safety
On the playground:

Playground surfaces

Exposed concrete, tree roots or 
rocks

Sharp edges and dangerous 
hardware

Equipment is age‐appropriate

Maintain regularly

In addition:

Actively supervise children

Remove hoods or drawstrings

Don’t allow overexposure to 
sun

Resource: 
www.parkrec.nd.gov/#1
or 
www.parkrec.nd.gov/information
/department/attachments/p‐
playgrounds.pdf



School Climate
Refers to the quality and character of school life. It is creating a positive 
culture for learning and academic growth.

Research shows that a positive school climate is associated 

With academic achievement

Effective risk prevention efforts

Positive youth development

School climate assessments analyze relationships, personal growth, 
and systems maintenance and change.

www.nd.gov/dpi/Administrators/SafeHealthy/SchoolClimateAssessments/



Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey
Assesses the risk behaviors of youth

Clarifies school climate/culture, health education 
curriculum and overall school safety factors 

Administered every odd year to grades 7‐8 and 9‐12

Weighted data creates reliability for schools

Variety of topics
Tobacco, alcohol, drug use, weight, suicide, 
violence/bullying, and more

Each school receives a YRBS report

Free to all ND schools

Been in use since 1992 www.nd.gov/dpi/Administrators/SafeHealthy/YRBS/



Gail Schauer, Assistant Director

Safe and Health Schools Unit

(701) 328‐2265

gschauer@nd.gov

Our goal is to provide technical assistance and professional 
development to help schools ensure our children stay safe and healthy.  

If we can be of help in any way, please contact our office.


