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Community Eligibility Provision

What Is Community Eligibility?

* The Community Eligibility Provision allows schools with a
high percentage of needy children to serve free meals to all
enrolled students for a period of up to four consecutive
school years.

* Community Eligibility simplifies the process by which low
income children access healthy school meals.

* Schools do not collect eligibility applications from
households.

* Eliminates the need to collect money from students.




How Community Eligibility Works

* High-poverty schools provide free breakfasts and lunches to all
students without collecting applications

* Any school district can use this option if at least one of its schools has
40 percent or more students certified for free meals without
application (called “Identified Students”)

* Most schools with a 40 percent Identified Student Percentage have 75
percent or more of their students qualifying for free or reduced-price
meals

e The district may implement community eligibility in one school, a
group of schools or district-wide.

* DPI notifies eligible schools by May 15 of each year.

Who Are “Identified Students”?

Children certified for free meals without submitting a school meal application

Includes children who are directly certified (through data matching) for free meals
because they live in households that participate in the

¢ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
* Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Cash Assistance (TANF)
e Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), or

Includes children who are certified for free meals without application because they
are

¢ In foster care

¢ In Head Start

e Are homeless or
e Are migrant




Who are the Enrolled Students?

* Enrolled Students: students who are enrolled in and
attending schools participating in the community eligibility
provision and who have access to at least one meal service
daily.

e Students who do not have access to either breakfast or lunch
due to the times they are attending school are not included
in the count of enrolled students.

Reimbursements Under Community Eligibility

* % Identified Students x 1.6 = % meals reimbursed at “free”
rate; the rest are reimbursed at “paid” rate
* Example: a school with 50 percent Identified Students would be reimbursed
at the free rate for 80 percent of the breakfasts and lunches it served (50% x
1.6 = 80%) and the remaining 20 percent would be reimbursed at the paid rat
* Participating schools are guaranteed to receive the same
reimbursement rate (or a higher one if the Identified Student
Percentage increases) for 4 years




Meal Reimbursements with Community
Eligibility

The reimbursement rate for both lunch and breakfast is determined by
multiplying the percent of Identified Students by a 1.6 multiplier. The

resulting number is the percent of meals reimbursed at the “free”
reimbursement rate, with the rest reimbursed at the “paid” rate.

40% 64% 36%
45% 72% 28%
50% 80% 20%
55% 88% 12%
60% 96% 4%
65% 100% 0

How School Districts Can Participate

By individual school

* Individual schools with 40% or more Identified Students participate in
community eligibility

By group

* Districts may choose to group schools any way they wish and calculate the
free claiming percentage for the group of schools as a whole, using their
combined enrollment and total number of Identified Students, as long as
the percentage is 40% or higher

* There is no limit to the number of groups

* Within the same school district, some schools can participate individually
and some can participate as a group

By school district

* All schools in the district participate as a single group with the same free
claiming percentage as long as it is 40% or higher




Grouping Example

* In this example, three schools are grouped together by the

district:

School 1
School 2
School 3

Group of Schools

Total identified students for group (248)

60
38
150
248

120
100
200
420

50%
38%
75%
59%

Total enrollment for group (420)

Election Level Flexibilities

* Individual school

e allows district to “try out” Community Eligibility

* Grouping

* Provides flexibility to add in schools to avoid parent confusion
* Brings schools with lower Identified Student Percentages into

Community Eligibility

e District-wide

* Operationally efficient
* Easier for parent acceptability




Financial Viability

* Ensuring financial viability is key when electing to participate
in Community Eligibility

* Schools need to determine if reimbursement received covers
foodservice expenses.

e USDA Estimator Tool

Maximize Identified Student Percentages

* Ensure that direct certification data is coming from all
possible sources.
* SNAP, TANF, FDPIR participation records
* Homeless, migrant, or runaway youths certified through
documentation provided by applicable program liaisons
* Foster children certified through means other than on an
application




Can we Stop Community Eligibility?

* Districts may return to standard counting and claiming any
time during the school year.

» State agencies must provide schools or LEAs dropping out in
the middle of a school year at least 30 days to transition back
to standard counting and claiming.

Changes During the 4-Year Cycle

* A new identified student percentage may be established
each year (April 1)

* During the 2", 3rd and 4t year, the school may select the
higher of the identified student percentage from:

* The year directly prior, OR
* The year prior to the first year of operating Community Eligibility

* Schools in year 4 with an identified student percentage of
less than 40% but more than 30% may elect for an additional
year (a grace year)




Federal, State & Local Education Funding

* The Community Eligibility free claiming percentage serves as a proxy
for free and reduced price certifications

* Title | = U. S. Department of Education has issued guidance on how
LEAs can successfully implement Title | requirements while on
Community Eligibility

* The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has also released
guidance on Federal Funding for the E-rate program

 State funding — ND Department of Public Instruction has established
procedures to work with Community Eligibility

Community Eligibility Resources

Links to Key USDA and State Materials
http://frac.org/community-eligibility/

Brief: An Amazing New Option for Schools
http://frac.org/pdf/community_eligibility_amazing_new_option_schools.pdf
Findings: A Powerful Tool in the Fight Against Child Hunger
http://frac.org/pdf/community_eligibility_report_summary_2013.pdf

A Guide to Implementing Community Eligibility
http://frac.org/pdf/community_eligibility_implementation_guide_2013.pdf




Contact Information

Child Nutrition and Food Distribution Programs
Toll-free: 888-338-3663 (or)

701-328-2294
E-mail: Ikschloer@nd.gov
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/child




