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I N T R O D U C T O R Y  M E E T I N G

S E P T E M B E R  3 ,  2 0 1 5

NORTH DAKOTA
STATE ASSESSMENT TASK 

FORCE

Overview of the Day

 Opening Comments – Superintendent Baesler

 Introduction of Task Force Members

 Review of Task Force Objectives

 Establishment of Task Force guidelines

 LUNCH – on your own

 Assessment practices at the national and state level

 Plan for next Task Force meeting
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Introduction of Task Force Members

 Please tell us:
Your name (Who?)

Where you live (Where?)

Your role in the North Dakota education system (What?)

Your interest in the North Dakota Assessment Task Force (Why?)

DAKOTA EDUCATION CONSULTING

 DEC has been in operation since 2009

 Primary work with South Dakota School Districts and 
Educational Agencies

 Specialize in leadership searches, strategic planning and 
facilitation services

 Tom Oster and Rick Melmer – Education Experience
 Teachers, building administrators and Superintendents

 Served as Secretary of Education in SD (Rick – 2003 – 08, Tom –
2008 – 10)

 Rick – Educational Consultant (CCSSO, NAEP & Leadership SD)

 Tom – Superintendent – Sioux Valley School District – Volga, SD
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Task Force Objectives

 Develop foundational knowledge of assessment

 Review past and current ND assessment practices

 Understand national assessment initiatives

 Develop recommendations for K – 12 assessment 
practices in North Dakota

 Submit recommendations to ND DPI for 
consideration

Structure of Task Force Meetings

 Schedule 2 – 3 meetings in fall of 2015
 Doodle poll will assist in scheduling future meetings

 Host webinar meetings if necessary

 By end of calendar year – determine mechanisms of  
task force 
 Is there a need for “work group”?



9/3/2015

4

Goals for Final Recommendation(s)

 Reflect the deliberations of the Task Force

 Provide a framework to support the development of 
legislation (if necessary) or amendments to existing 
statutes (if necessary) regarding student assessment.

 Provide a framework for ND DPI in drafting one or 
more Requests for Proposals (RFP’s) (if necessary) 
regarding student assessment

Task Force Authority

 In Scope of Authority
 Recommend purposes and uses of a state assessment
 Recommend design characteristics that a state assessment 

should have
 Make recommendations for the process and supports needed 

to transition to a new assessment system for North Dakota

 Out of Scope of Authority
 Select or identify a new state assessment
 Determine the purposes or uses of the state assessment
 Determine design characteristics of the state assessment
 Determine the process and supports needed to assist in the 

assessment transition
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Establishment of Task Force Norms

 Treat each other with respect

 Dissenting views should be heard

 Disagreement is with ideas, not people

 Trust the process and the people

 Focus on accurate reporting of information (don’t 
speculate or interpret information)

 Questions/additions?

Establishment of Group Rules

 Notes will be taken by NDDPI and posted for review

 Focus on consensus or group support – not voting

 Agendas and presenters will be approved by the 
NDDPI with input from facilitators and Task Force 
members

 Meetings will consist of large group presentations 
and small group work
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Overview of Assessment Practices
A National View & A State View

 Tonette Salazar and Julie Rowland Woods –
Education Commission of the States

 Junella Fieckert – former Assessment Specialist –
Bismarck Public Schools

Summary of the day – Next Steps

 As a result of today’s discussions and presentations

 This is what I know
 Short phrase of something that you learned that will be helpful 

for you as a member of this Task Force

 This is what I need to know
 Question that you have that should be addressed in future Task 

Force meetings

 Next Steps

 THANK YOU & SAFE TRAVELS!


