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The essential, indispensable member of 
any team addressing education policy.

Who we are
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What we do

We believe in the power of learning 
from experience, and we know 
informed policymakers create 

better education policy.

How we do it

As your education policy team, we research, 
report, counsel and convene:

• Research key education topics.

• Report on education policies.

• Counsel as third‐party experts.

• Convene education leaders.
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• Always given in a consistent manner.

– Same directions

– Same questions

– Same time limits 

• Scores can be compared with confidence in 
test validity and reliability.

What is a standardized test?

• Validity:

– Accurately measures what it is intended to 
measure.

• Reliability:

– Yields consistent information about the 
knowledge, skills, or abilities being assessed.

– Reliable test = the same results are yielded each 
time the test is administered.

Standardized Tests
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• Diagnostic

• Formative 

• Interim

• Summative

Types of Assessments

Summative

Interim

Formative

• Given at the beginning of the school year or the 
beginning of a new unit of study.

• Attempt to quantify what students already know 
about a topic.

• Assess strengths, weakness, and prior knowledge.

Diagnostic Assessments
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• Observation

• Discussion 

• Confidence Indication

• Categorizing 

• Interviews

Diagnostic Assessment Options

Other Assessment Types

Formative

•Guide instruction
•Student progress
•Short‐term goals
•Low‐stakes, 
ungraded
•Daily; may be built 
into instruction
•Teacher‐designed 
or local/state

Interim

• Student progress

• Benchmark, 
predictive

• Intermediate 
goals

• Every few weeks

• Teacher‐designed 
or local/state

Summative

• Student & 
teacher 
performance

• Long‐term goals

• Once or twice a 
year

• State‐mandated
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– Most standardized 
achievement tests.

– Measure students 
against a national. 
“norm” or average to 
rank students.

– NOT designed as precise 
measures of any given 
curriculum or single 
instructional program.

– SAT/ACT/Iowa Basic 
Skills Test.

Norm‐Referenced Tests

• Measure student performance against 
defined objectives, skill levels or knowledge.

• Demonstrated mastery/knowledge of a 
specific subject.

• Advanced Placement Test or National 
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) .

Criterion‐Referenced Tests
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• Multiple Choice 

• Constructed 
Response

– Extended Constructed 
Response

• Technology 
Enhanced

Question Types

• Performance Task

• Performance 
Assessment

• Informal

• Typically one correct 
answer and 3‐4 
distracters.

• Efficient and practical.

• Scored by computers & 
provide impartial 
accurate results.

Multiple Choice

• When carefully designed, can 
provide valid information about 
students’: 
– Knowledge

– Ability to reason logically

– Ability to apply complex thinking 
processes to solve problems
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Beyond Multiple Choice 

Formative

• Exit slips
• Graphic organizers
• Self‐assessments
• Think‐pair‐share

Summative

• Portfolios

• Projects

• Performance tasks

• Criterion‐
referenced tests

• Written response, single 
part or building and solving 
a single equation.

Constructed Response
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– Written response, with multi‐part questions.

– Subsequent parts may require reflection on or further 
explanation of an answer given in a previous section.

Extended Constructed Response

Robert is designing a demonstration to display at his school’s science fair. He will show how changing the position of a 
fulcrum on a lever changes the amount of force needed to lift an object. To do this, Robert will use a piece of wood for 
a lever and a block of wood to act as a fulcrum. He plans to move the fulcrum to different places on the lever to see 
how its placement affects the force needed to lift an object.

Part A Identify at least two other actions that would make Robert’s demonstration better.

Part B Explain why each action would improve the demonstration.

• Computer delivered.

• Require students to interact with 
the material in various ways, 
through actions such as:

– Dragging and dropping 
information.

– Highlighting relevant text.

– Completing sentences or 
equations from items in a drop‐
down menu.

Technology Enhanced
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4th Grade ELA PARCC Sample

• Performance tasks:

– Solve a problem or 
create something new.

– Scored with a rubric.

– Can also be 
standardized so that the 
test is given and scored 
the same way at each 
administration. 

• Performance assessments:
– Writing an essay or short 

response, draw a conclusion, 
respond to a reading 
passage, or perform a science 
experiment.

– Scoring via teacher 
observation of student 
performance and rate the 
outcomes.

Performance
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• Wide range of tasks, from checklists to 
observations.

• Doesn’t lead to a score.

• Helps teachers gather insights about 
students.

Informal

• Pencil and paper (PBA) 

• Online (CBA)

• Advantage – adaptive 

– As the user progresses through 
the questions, the difficulty 
level of questions is gauged to 
student responses.

– Gives a broader picture of 
students’ ability levels.

Delivery Methods
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• By hand, 

• By computer, or 

• By combination of both

Scoring
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•Summative Assessments
• English/Language Arts grades 3‐8; once in grades 10‐12

• Math grades 3‐8; once in grades 10‐12

• Science: once in of grades 3‐5, 6‐9, 10‐12

•NAEP: reading/math in grades 4 & 8 for states receiving Title I 
funding

•Summative as required by federal policy and any 
additional the state desires

•End‐of‐course, exit, college entrance  (9‐11)

•Possible interim or formative assessments linked to 
summative assessment selection
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•Summative administered as required by state and 
federal law

•Interim

•Formative

•Diagnostic 
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• Elementary & Secondary Education Act (1965)

• Goals 2000 (1994) 

• ESEA Reauthorization Failure (2000) 

• NCLB (2002)

• Race to the Top

• Waivers

History & Context

Tracking 

(1950s)

Minimum 
Competency 

(1970s‐1980s)

Content 
Standards 

(1980s‐1990s)

College & 
Career 

Readiness

Purposes of Testing
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ESEA NCLB Waivers ?

Federal, State, & Local Requirements

• NCLB
• Math & English‐Language 

Arts: grades 3‐8, once in 10‐12

• Science: once in each: 3‐5, 6‐
9, 10‐12

• Waivers
• College & Career Readiness

• State
• Social Studies

• Writing

• College & Career 
Readiness/College 
Entrance

• End‐of‐Course

• Exit

• Smarter Balanced

• PARCC

• Pearson

• AIR

• ACT Aspire

• Data Recognition 
Corp.

Consortia & Vendors

• State‐designed

• ETS

• Questar
Assessments Inc.

• Blend: state + 
PARCC/Smarter 
Balanced
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• Shifting consortia membership and/or use

• Delayed accountability 

• ACT/SAT

– Use as 11th grade exam

– Some colleges/universities not requiring

Trends



9/3/2015

18

• Testing Time

• Over‐testing

• Opt‐outs

• Results – reporting, timing, lower scores

Emerging Issues

• Assessment Task Forces & Audits

– CO, CT, DE, FL, ID, IN, IL, MD, MN, NJ, NM, NC, OH, RI, TN

• Testing time

– FL cap – no more than 5% of total school hours

– MI – reduced time in grades 3, 4, 6, 7, & 11

Recent State Actions
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Recent State Actions

• Reducing Assessments

– CO – reductions for 10th

grade & social studies

– CT Assessment Reduction 
Grants

• Eliminating Assessments

– FL eliminated grade 11 ELA 

• Timely Results

– GA, TN

• Opt Outs

• CO, DE

Importance of Alignment

• Standards
• Curricula
• Instructional materials
• Teacher preparation,  
professional development,
& content delivery 
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Importance of Alignment

•Must align with 
teachers & curricula 
before students can 
be accurately 
assessed

Standards

• Prep & PD

• Content delivery 
must match 
standards

Teachers • Linked to 
standards & 
instructional 
materials

• Skillful delivery by 
teachers

Curricula

•Must align with 
standards

•Must assess content 
that teachers have 
delivered through 
aligned curricula

Assessments

The Future of Testing…?
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