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Who we are

The essential, indispensable member of
any team addressing education policy.

Your education policy team.
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What we do

We believe in the power of learning
from experience, and we know
informed policymakers create

better education policy.
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How we do it

As your education policy team, we research,
report, counsel and convene:

» Research key education topics.
* Report on education policies.
* Counsel as third-party experts.

¢ Convene education leaders.

iﬂ|i EDUCATION COMMISSION
=~ oF :l#: STATES 0 s

9/3/2015



What is a standardized test?

» Always given in a consistent manner.
— Same directions
— Same questions
— Same time limits

 Scores can be compared with confidence in
test validity and reliability.
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Standardized Tests

. Validity:
— Accurately measures what it is intended to
measure.

« Reliability:
— Yields consistent information about the
knowledge, skills, or abilities being assessed.

— Reliable test = the same results are yielded each
time the test is administered.
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Types of Assessments

Diagnostic

Formative

Formative

Interim

Interim

Summative

Summative
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Diagnostic Assessments

* Given at the beginning of the school year or the
beginning of a new unit of study.

» Attempt to quantify what students already know
about a topic.

 Assess strengths, weakness, and prior knowledge.

iiili
AL, EDUCATION cOMMISSION

F THE STATES

Your education policy team.

9/3/2015



9/3/2015

Diagnostic Assessment Options

Observation

e Discussion
Confidence Indication

Categorizing

Interviews
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Other Assessment Types

Summative

ﬁt progress e Student &

e Benchmark, teacher
predictive performance

e Intermediate * Long-term goals

e State-ma
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Norm-Referenced Tests

— Most standardized

achievement tests. e T EE
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— Measure students
against a national.
“norm"” or average to
rank students.

— NOT designed as precise
measures of any given
curriculum or single
instructional program.

— SAT/ACT/lowa Basic
Skills Test.
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Criterion-Referenced Tests

* Measure student performance against
defined objectives, skill levels or knowledge.

» Demonstrated mastery/knowledge of a
specific subject.

» Advanced Placement Test or National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) .
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Question Types

* Multiple Choice
e Constructed
Response

— Extended Constructed
Response

* Technology
Enhanced

e Performance Task

e Performance
Assessment

e Informal
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Multiple Choice

Typically one correct
answer and 3-4
distracters.

 Efficient and practical.

* Scored by computers &
provide impartial
accurate results.

* When carefully designed, can
provide valid information about
students':

— Knowledge

— Ability to reason logically
— Ability to apply complex thinking
processes to solve problems
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Beyond Multiple Choice

o Portfollos

_ e CATION COMMISSION
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Constructed Response

* Written response, smgle. i e e
part or bUlldmg and SO|Vmg What kind ofyenon was "mPP

a Slngle eqUat|0n /\Jrﬂlkl was greedy and selfish. I
mgm He Was greedv because he m
wouldn t share any of his bﬂ'ﬁl-S
belongmgs with his friends.
lThe passage said that Mike E\'JDEIKE
'grabhed his football away BASED
TEXT Ifrom his friend.” This means | TERMS
EVIDENCE ! that he didn't want to share'\{\

tand was being selfish.  expiadarion
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Extended Constructed Response

— Written response, with multi-part questions.

— Subsequent parts may require reflection on or further
explanation of an answer given in a previous section.

Vs
Robert is designing a demonstration to display at his school’s science fair. He will show how changing the position of a
fulcrum on a lever changes the amount of force needed to lift an object. To do this, Robert will use a piece of wood for
a lever and a block of wood to act as a fulcrum. He plans to move the fulcrum to different places on the lever to see

\how its placement affects the force needed to lift an object. )

f )

Part A Identify at least two other actions that would make Robert’s demonstration better.
L J
4 \
Part B Explain why each action would improve the demonstration.
. J
— Jili, epucation commission
- ... = - OF THE STATES

Technology Enhanced

» Computer delivered.

* Require students to interact with
the material in various ways,
through actions such as:

— Dragging and dropping
information.
— Highlighting relevant text.

— Completing sentences or
equations from items in a drop-
down menu.
i
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4" Grade ELA PARCC Sample

[] Botkmark

GRADE 4 ELALTERACY | SESSIONt | 10F 3

Today you will read a story about a girl whose family is from India and a
poem that expresses how the speaker faces frightening experiences.
After you finish the task, you will write an essay about a thema in the
atory and the poem.

Just Like Home

by Mathangi Subramanian
€ When the recess bell rang, Priya sighed and siowly hung up her
smaock. At her old school, she spent recess climbing the monkey
bars and sharnng secrels with her nends Now she sal in the comer
of the field and walched the other kids play without her
€D The only thing Priya liked about her new school was art. Thay
hadn't had arl sl her old school, but here an was a whola hour. The
studio had the most wonderful things, like BIERTNEM P tRS plasis
BPPafsandIRdIEInK During art, Priva forgot that she didn't have
any fnands at her new school All she thought about was whatever
shae was working on

€D As she cleared her table, Priva noticed a box of sidewalk chalk
siltingg on the counler by the window She grabbed and stuffed it in
her pockets. Then she ook her usual place al the end of the recess
line:

@ While she and her classmates filed through the halls and out into

the: yard, Priya thought about how she and her mother used to draw

S T - Ll in i 14

Part A

What is the meaning of the word drift as it is used in paragraph 18 of “Just
Lika Home"™?

A consider
B. wander
C. change
D. hover

PartB

Wheth detad from the story helps the reader understand the meanmng of drift?

A Priva, Enrique, and Farah create drawings that have different colors
and shapes

Jaspar studes the drawings and decdes thay ook hke tropical iish
swimming in & coral reefl

C  Lily, Jasper, and Enngue make comments aboul tha drawings as tha
students come close encugh 1o see them

o

Priva smiles when her leacher and classmates show an inlerest in
the drawings by describing them to one anather

Performance

* Performance tasks:

— Solve a problem or
create something new.

— Scored with a rubric.

— Canalso be
standardized so that the
test is given and scored
the same way at each
administration.

¢ Performance assessments:

— Writing an essay or short
response, draw a conclusion,
respond to a reading
passage, or perform a science
experiment.

— Scoring via teacher
observation of student
performance and rate the
outcomes.

-
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» Wide range of tasks, from checklists to
observations.

e Doesn’t lead to a score.

* Helps teachers gather insights about
students.
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Delivery Methods

* Pencil and paper (PBA)

* Online (CBA)
» Advantage —adaptive
— As the user progresses through
the questions, the difficulty

level of questions is gauged to
student responses.

— Gives a broader picture of
students’ ability levels.
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* By hand,
* By computer, or
* By combination of both
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EDUCATION POLICY SYSTEMIC APPROACH

FEDERAL \ e

..- . Executive orders
PRESIDENT el
Laws
STATE 1 e
Waivers

Executive orders

OTHER STATE DEPT OF ED | LEGISLATIVE j| GOVERNOR JUDICIAL f i
STATE BOARD OF ED

School board policies
LO CA L 1 Community values
Site-based decisionmaking
Lawsuits
OTHER DISTRICT/SCHOOL BOARD JUDICIAL

EDUCATORS COMMUNITY

STUDENTS
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EDUCATION POLICY SYSTEMIC APPROACH

FEDERAL

PRESIDENT

JUDICIAL

*Summative Assessments
* English/Language Arts grades 3-8; once in grades 10-12

* Math grades 3-8; once in grades 10-12
* Science: once in of grades 3-5, 6-9, 10-12

*NAEP: reading/math in grades 4 & 8 for states receiving Title |
funding
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EDUCATION POLICY SYSTEMIC APPROACH

STATE

STATE DEPT OF ED
STATE BOARD OF ED

*Summative as required by federal policy and any
additional the state desires
*End-of-course, exit, college entrance (9-11)

*Possible interim or formative assessments linked to
summative assessment selection
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EDUCATION POLICY SYSTEMIC APPROACH

LOCAL

OTHER DISTRICT/SCHOOL BOARD JUDICIAL

PARENTS STUDENTS EDUCATORS COMMUNITY

*Summative administered as required by state and
federal law

eInterim

*Formative

*Diagnostic
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OREGON’S ASSESSMENT SYSTEM 2014 - 2015

Oregon offers both online and paper-pencil tests

Oregon’s Kindergarten
i ! Assessment
Smarter ‘ ™
‘Baianced o
o .
Assessment @
Smarter Balanced m Engl
Summative Assessments Perlciencv Assessment o m
Field
Test
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Delaware System of Student Assessments (DeSSA): 2015-2016 Calendar DRAFT

August 2015 January 2016 June 2016

Required State Assessment Resources

= Grades 3-8: Mar 9 - Jun 2
= Grade 11: Apr 13-Jun 2
* *PIP: May 2 - May 18

Smarter ELA &

Mathematics

T
N - Grade 108 11

- Grades 5,8, & 10: Mar 2 Apr 8
- *PIP: Aprd - Apr 15

DCASEOC RNILLE + US History: Apr 4-May 6
&*PIP Jan6-Feb 3 DCASEQCETPIP A s S
o T Grades 4 & T: Mar 2- Apr8
&°PIP PIP: Aprd - Apr15
DCAS-Alt1 Reading & .
* Grades 3-11: Mar$hun2
DTSN M - science Grades 5, B & 10 and Social Studies
Social Studies Grades 4, 7 &9: Mar 8-Jun 2
ot

I
1
I
|
1
|
|
1
|
I
1
I
I
|
I
I
1
I
| Il - March 1 - April 20
1

Optional Assessment

Resources

Smarter Digital Library * Grades K-12: Available entire school year
1

DT EEEEEE T+ Grades 3-12: Aug 31- end of school year
U

0 T EOC—Aigebra I, Integrated Math Il
[T Aue 31-Mar.31
[ — —
1 EOC: Alg lliint [T T3 EOC: Alg llf = Apr4 -May 6
[T R 3 Feb3 Int Math i « *PIP: Apr. d-Apr. 15

I

1 - - Grade 9

I Edti 22 W
I

1

Document Conirol No. 2015/06/16(DRAFT)

* PIP = Paper and Pencil Test Replaces: 2014/05/02; 2014/10/01; 2014/11/01

Your education policy

History & Context

Elementary & Secondary Education Act (1965)
* Goals 2000 (1994)

* ESEA Reauthorization Failure (2000)

* NCLB (2002)

* RacetotheTop

* Waivers

Purposes of Testing

Minimum Content
Competency Standards
(1970s-1980s) (1980s-1990s)

College &
Career
Readiness

Tracking
(1950s)
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Federal, State, & Local Requirements

* NCLB » State
* Math & English-Language * Social Studies
Arts: grades 3-8, once in 10-12 * Writing
* Science: once in each: 3-5, 6- * College & Career
9, 10-12 Readiness/College
e Waivers Entrance
* College & Career Readiness * Eni-of-Course
e Exi

* Smarter Balanced  State-designed

e PARCC e ETS

e Pearson e Questar

e AIR Assessments Inc.

« ACT Aspire * Blend: state +
PARCC/Smarter

* Data Recognition

Corp. Balanced

iiili
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Looking Forward: States’ Assessments for 2015-16

Note: This map shows states’ likely assessments for 2015-16 based on current contracts and any recent policy changes.

Notes:

* Massachusetts gave districts the
aption of administering PARCC
orits current MCAS in 2014-15.
Itwill decide in November 2015
which assessment to administer
statewide moving forward.

® Maine, Missouri and Wisconsin
will no longer administer
Smarter Balanced and will issue
RFPs for a new assessment for
2015-16.

* New York is a PARCC Governing

State but will administer its own

state-specific test in 2015-16.

lowa, North Carolina and

Whyoming are Smarter Balanced

Affiliate States but will

administer their own state-

specific tests in 2015-16.

Louisiana and Michigan plan to

[ ] use a portion of PARCC and

Smarter Balanced items,

respectively, in their state-

specific tests.

PARCC* arter Balancec Other Assessments
@ ~dministering PARCC (7, including D.C) Administering Smarter Balanced (14) ® AR Questar Assessment Inc. (2}
& Embedding PARCC items in state-specific test (1) , Embedding Smarter Balanced items in ® ACT Aspire (3) @ Data Recognition Corp.** (3)
) PARCC member but administering state-specific test in 2016 (1) state-specific test (1) ® pearson (4) Other vendor or state-designed (6)
@ Member of PARCC but undecided for 2016 (1) Member of Smarter Balanced but ® TS (2) @ Undetermined as of Summer 2015 (3)
- administering state-specific test in 2015 (3)
education
All PARCC states use Pearson as their vendor for test administration. Smarter Balanced states procure their own test administration vendors. ** includes state contracts acquired from CTB/McGraw-Hill

* Shifting consortia membership and/or use
» Delayed accountability
o ACT/SAT

— Use as 112t grade exam
— Some colleges/universities not requiring
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Emerging Issues

Testing Time

Over-testing
Opt-outs

Results — reporting, timing, lower scores

YOUR TEST RESULTS
ARE N, AND YOU'RE
FLLL OF SURPRISES!

i
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Recent State Actions

e Assessment Task Forces & Audits
— CO, CT, DE, FL, ID, IN, IL, MD, MN, NJ, NM, NC, OH, RI, TN

* Testing time
— FL cap —no more than 5% of total school hours
— Ml -reduced time in grades 3, 4, 6,7, & 11
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Recent State Actions

* Reducing Assessments * Timely Results

— CO -reductions for 10t — GA, TN
grade & social studies

— CT Assessment Reduction . Opt Outs

Grants
* CO,DE

* Eliminating Assessments
— FL eliminated grade 11 ELA

o

Bl soucaTion commission
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Importance of Alignment

* Standards
e Curricula
¢ Instructional materials

* Teacher preparation,
professional development,
& content delivery

i,
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Importance of Alignment

* Prep & PD

¢ Content delivery
must match
standards

* Must align with

* Linked to
standards &
instructional
materials standards

o Skillful delivery by * Must assess content
teachers that teachers have

delivered through
Stan Curricula aligned curricula

* Must align with
teachers & curricula
before students can
be accurately
assessed
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The Future of Testing...?
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Your education policy team.
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Your education policy team.

Research key education topics.
Report on education policies.
Counsel as third-party experts.
Convene education leaders.

303.299.3600
WWW.ecs.org
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