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TO: School District Administrator 

 

FROM: Sherry Houdek, Director, Teacher and School Effectiveness 

 

DATE: July 1, 2015 

 

RE: NDCC 15.1-07-32 - Student Performance Strategists (SPS) 

 

 

As you know, the ND Assurances issued July 28, 2014, includes the assurance #7 – The 

institution certifies that they are in compliance with all requirements outlined for schools in 

North Dakota Century Code.  One statute, NDCC 15.1-07-32, specifically addresses Student 

Performance Strategists.  Each district must provide one full FTE student performance strategist 

for every 400 students in K-3. 

 

We have developed a formula for school administrators to use when calculating the appropriate 

SPS minutes and/or FTE for their school district.  Below is the formula for determining the 

number of FTE and/or equivalent minutes you must provide a SPS according to NDCC  

15.1-07-32.  Student performance strategist time is reported on the school’s Spring Calendar. 

 

1. For the (current) school year 

i. Districts K-3 enrollment is (current school year fall enrollment*) students 

ii. (K-3 enrollment total) students divided by 400 students for a student performance 

strategist (SPS) =  required SPS FTEs 

iii. Schools elementary week is 1,800 minutes per week** X 36 weeks per school 

year = 64,800 minutes per year per 1 FTE SPS 

iv. 64,800 minutes per year X (required) SPS FTE’s = total minutes required for SPS 

services 

 

*this will be prepopulated on the spring calendar based upon the reported fall enrollment in 

STARS 

**use the elementary instructional day reported on the fall calendar to determine the number of 

minutes per week.

Department of Public Instruction 
600 E Boulevard Ave., Dept. 201, Bismarck, ND 58505-0440 

(701) 328-2260  Fax - (701) 328-2461 

 

www.nd.gov/dpi  

 

Kirsten Baesler 
State Superintendent 

 

Robert J. Christman 
Deputy Superintendent 

http://www.nd.gov/dpi
http://www.nd.gov/dpi


 

   

 

Memo 

July 1, 2015 

Page 2 

 

 

2. PLEASE NOTE:  

a. Student performance strategists are listed as full time or part-time as determined 

by the minutes they are supporting kids. 

b. Title 1 teachers that are being paid with federal funds are not to be used as student 

performance strategists.  If this teacher is also serving as the student performance 

strategist, this portion of their job responsibilities must be paid with state funds 

and reported appropriately on the MIS03. 

c. We are initiating the formula to support districts and this formula will now 

become a part of the reporting form on the 2015-2016 Spring Calendar.  

 

3. At this time, your school’s 2014-2015 Spring Calendar is being reviewed and you will 

be notified if the district was lacking the required minutes for student performance 

strategist services.  If it is determined that your district was lacking, please be aware 

and make appropriate corrections for the next school year or this will be noted on 

your school approval and/or action for not meeting this statute.  Below is an example 

of how the formula is completed. 

 

EXAMPLE: 

1. For the 2014-2015 school year 

i. District A reports a K-3 enrollment of 2,150* students 

ii. 2,150 students divided by 400 students for a student performance strategist (SPS) 

= 5.375 SPS FTEs 

iii. School A’s Elementary week is 1,800 minutes per week** X 36 weeks per school 

year = 64,800 minutes per year per 1 FTE SPS 

iv. 64,800 minutes per year X 5.375 SPS FTE’s = 348,300 minutes required for SPS 

services 

The next two steps are used to determine amount of shortage. 

v. 348,300 minutes – 223,200 minutes reported on the Spring Calendar for Student 

Performance Strategists = 125,100 minutes per year short of SPS FTEs 

vi. 125,100 minutes divided by (#3) 64,800 = 1.93 SPS that School District A was 

short for 2014-2015 

 

If you have any questions – please contact: 

Carol Harmsen (charmsen@nd.gov)  OR Sherry Houdek (shoudek@nd.gov) 

701-328-2266     701-328-2755 


