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I. Introduction 
This manual is a guide for residents, County Superintendents, and school districts regarding the 
process of annexation to school districts in the State of North Dakota. 

The Office of Attorney General intends for this manual to be a primary resource for a County 
Superintendent to use as a reference to draft the annexation petition; findings of fact of the County
Committee; and submission of materials to the State Board of Public School Education for consideration. 

The county State’s Attorney serves as the legal counsel to the to the County Superintendent 
of Public Schools and the County Committee on Annexation, Reorganization, and Dissolution. 
They should be contacted with legal questions regarding annexations.

County officials should always seek review and input from their State’s Attorney regarding the 
annexation process.

THE ANALYSIS AND FORMS IN THIS MANUAL ARE CONSISTENT 
WITH CURRENT NORTH DAKOTA CENTURY CODE. THIS MANUAL 
IS NOT AN ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION NOR SHOULD THIS BE 
CONSTRUED AS LEGAL ADVICE.
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II. Types of Annexations  
Before the annexation process, the person seeking annexation (Petitioner) should work with the County 
Superintendent of Schools to determine which type of annexation is best for the Petitioner, other 
landowners and families, and the involved school districts. There are two types of annexation: regular 
annexation and annexation involving exchange of property. Once the proper annexation is determined 
the steps below are meant to guide the individual, the school districts, and the County Committees through 
the process of petitioning, hearing, and approving or denying annexations.  

A.	 Regular Annexation 
	 A regular annexation is simply the process by which one school district absorbs the property that is 
	 currently within the boundaries of another school district.  

	 1.	 Eligibility 
		  To be eligible for annexation the following must be present, obtained, and/or completed: 

		  a.	 The property must be a single area that is contiguous to the school district;1

“’Contiguous’ means two or more tracts of real property which share a common point 
or which would share a common point but for an intervening road or right of way.”2 
For the purposes of annexations, lakes or rivers are included within the term “right of 
way.” Non-taxable city, state, or federal property, such as local parks, national parks or 
grasslands, may be utilized to determine contiguousness. Contiguity is judged at the time 
the annexation is effective.3 Therefore, a petition may be filed based upon properties for 
which annexations have been approved, but are not yet effective.

		  b.	 The property must border the proposed school district, and the property 
			   must NOT make up an entire school district;4

If the Petitioner wishes to annex an entire school district, that would more appropriately be 
considered under N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-10 or N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-26 as a reorganization or 
dissolution, respectively.

		  c.	 The petition5 must be approved by two-thirds of the electors6 living on
			   the property;7

A qualified elector is an eighteen-year-old, citizen of the United States, who has been 
a resident of the area affected by the petition. Any qualified elector living on the 
petitioned property count towards the total number of qualified electors. Please note 
that the standard is whether the individual is living on the petitioned property; it is not 
whether the individual owns the petitioned property. Therefore, for rental properties, the 
appropriate signature for the petition would be the renter who resides at the property, 
not the owner.

1 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(1).
2 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-01(2).
3 New Pub. Sch. Dist. No. 8 v. State Bd. of Pub. Sch. Educ., 2016 ND 163, 883 
  N.W.2d 460. Annexations are effective July 1 following the final approval of the 
  annexation by the state board. N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-06.

4 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(2).
5 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-04; Petition requirements are listed in this section.
6 N.D.C.C. § 1-01-51. A qualified elector is an eighteen-year-old, citizen of the 
  United States, who has been a resident of the area affected by the petition.
7 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(3).
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Each qualified elector, individually, must sign the petition. For couples who live on a 
property, each individual has to sign the petition. One individual cannot sign for both, 
or the non-signing individual will be considered to have not approved the petition and 
will not count towards the 2/3 required by law.

		  d.	 The petition must be filed with the County Superintendent whose jurisdiction 
			   includes the headquarters of the annexing school district;8 

For the purposes of this section, the headquarters of the annexing school district would 
be the administrative building or the building where the school district superintendent’s 
office is located.

		  e.	 A public hearing is held by the County Committee or Committees;9 and  
See Section II(A)(3) below.

		  f.	 The petition is approved by the State Board.10  
See Section II(C) below.

	 2.	 Petition Requirements 
		  A petition for annexation11 is obtained from the County Superintendent of schools and must:

		  a.	 Prior to circulating the petition for signature, identify the entire property to 
			   be annexed.12

A valid legal description is required. The legal description must be specific to the property 
to be annexed, and if additional property is listed due to errant legal description, the 
petition will not be heard by the State Board.

		  b.	 Identify a child who resides on the property to be annexed whose parent 
			   plans on sending the child to attend a school in the annexing district the school 
			   year following the annexation date;13

The child must be attending school in the school district the property is attached to the 
following school year. Therefore, a petition where the only child residing on the property 
is a senior who is graduating at the end of the school year will not meet the statutory 
petition requirements.

		  c.	 Be signed in the presence of a person carrying the petition;14 and

		  d.	 Be filed with the appropriate County Superintendent whose jurisdiction includes 
			   the headquarters of the annexing school district.15 

For the purposes of this section, the headquarters of the annexing school district would 
be the administrative building or the building where the school district superintendent’s 
office is located.

8 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(4).
9 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(5).
10 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(6). See also N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-01. Anytime State Board 
    is mentioned, it is in reference to the State Board of public-school education.
11 The Petition for a Regular Annexation is SFN 17811 - PETITION FOR 

ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY FROM ONE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT TO 
ANOTHER (nd.gov).

12 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-04(1)(b).
13 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-04(1)(c).
14 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-04(1)(d).
15 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-04(1)(e).
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Any individual requesting to add or remove their name from the petition must do so by 
5:00 p.m., in person, before the County Superintendent, the business day prior to the 
public hearing by the County Committee.16 

Note that this section does not apply annexations that involve an exchange of real 
property. See Section B of this document.17

	 3.	 County Committee Hearing  
After receiving the completed petition for annexation County Committee hearings are scheduled 
by the County Superintendent, and notice is published by the County Superintendent.18 If both 
school districts involved in the annexation have property in more than one county, the county 
with the bulk of the districts’ property will conduct the hearing.19 If both school districts involved 
in the annexation span multiple counties and the majority of each district is in different counties, 
the county committees of the counties containing the majority of property from the school districts 
will conduct the hearing together. Each County Committee votes separately on the approval of 
the annexation, however, often times the County Committees will hold a joint hearing in the same 
location for the ease of the Petitioner and proponents or opponents of the petition who wish 
to testify.20 

It should be noted that the meetings of the County Committee and the hearings held during 
the meeting are required to comply with open meetings law. More information regarding the 
requirements of open meetings law can be found on the Attorney General’s website under the 
“Open Records & Meetings” tab. 

		  a.	 Notice
The County Superintendent must publish notice of the hearing in the official newspaper 
of record in the county whose committee will hold a hearing21 at least twenty-one days 
before the hearing date. In cases where multiple County Committees are required to 
hold hearings pursuant to N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05, the notice will need to be published in 
the official newspaper of each county.   

If there is no official newspaper for the appropriate county, the notice will be published 
in an adjoining county within North Dakota.22 

Real property owners involved in the annexation must recieve notice twenty-one days in 
advance by certified mail with retrn recepit. 23

		  b.	 Pre-hearing Requirements 
BEFORE the hearing, the County Committee must ensure the petition meets the 
requirements outlined in Subsection 2 (above), including: 

•	 Determining the number of qualified electors that live on the property to be annexed;24 

•	 Ensuring the two-thirds signature requirement of qualified electors has been met;25 and 

•	 Ensuring that all other requirements of the petition are met.26 
16 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-04(2).
17 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-04(3).
18 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(1).
19 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(7).
20 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(8).
21 Official county newspapers can be found at
    www.ndna.com/newspapers/official-county-papers/.

22 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(2).
23 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(2).
24 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(3).
25 Id.
26 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03.
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The County State’s Attorney issues an opinion to the County Committee on whether the 
petition meets the requirements of law and may be heard by the County Committee. This 
opinion can either be given verbally on the record at the meeting or in writing.

		  c.	 County Committee Hearing 
At the hearing the County Committee must accept testimony and written evidence27 
concerning the following:

a.	 The size and value of the property held by each affected district;28 

b.	 The amount of outstanding bonded other indebtedness of the affected district;29 

c.	 The future levies the property will be subjected to or exempted from after annexation;30 

d.	 The taxable valuation of each affected district before and after annexation;31

e.	 The size, geographical features, and boundaries of each affected district;32 

f.	 The number of students enrolled at each affected district;33

g.	 Each school in the district including the following information:
	 i.	 Name
	 ii.	 Location
	 iii.	 Condition
	 iv.	 Grade levels offered
	 v.	 Distance needed to travel for the students living on annexed property.34

h.	 Location and condition of the following: 
	 i.	 Roads
	 ii.	 Highways
	 iii.	 Other natural barriers in affected districts.35

i.	 Any conditions affecting the welfare of the students to be on the annexed property.36 

j.	 Boundaries of other government entities.37 

k.	 Educational needs of the communities in the affected districts.38 

l.	 Potential savings of the school district in administrative or transportation costs.39

27 Definition of documentary evidence. See Black’s Law Dictionary 596 (8th ed. 
    2004). May include items such as the petition, maps of the petitioned property 
    and school districts, property tax statements, legal descriptions of the property, 
    school board meeting minutes, school district policies on transportation, etc. 
28 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(a).
29 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(b).
30 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(c). See also N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-08.
31 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(d). See also N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-08. (OR Id.)

32 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(e).
33 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(f).
34 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(g).
35 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(h).
36 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(i).
37 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(j).
38 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(k).
39 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(l).
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m.	 The potential decrease of per student valuation between the affected districts.40 

n.	 The potential to equalize or increase the educational opportunities for the students 
	 in the affected districts.41 

o.	 The potential modification to the property tax obligation of the owners of the		
	 property to be annexed and the concerns of the property owners to be annexed.42

p.	 Any other relevant factors.43

Much of this information is statistical information that needs to be collected by the 
County Superintendent of schools and input on SFN 18858, which should be introduced 
into evidence at the count committee hearing.

		  d.	 Findings 
After hearing and considering the testimony and written evidence of the factors above, 
the County Committee must make specific findings of fact regarding the following:

a.	 The total amount and value of the property held by each affected district;44 

b.	 The amount of outstanding bonded indebtedness and other indebtedness of the 
	 affected district;45

c.	 The future levies the property will be subjected to after annexation and the future 
	 levies that the property will be exempted from;46 

For the findings of fact related to (c), the County Committee will need to determine 
the allocation of the bonded indebtedness of the school district the property is 
detaching from and the school district the property is attaching to. The default is 
that the petitioned property remains subject to all of the bonded indebtedness of 
the school district the petitioned property is detaching from that exists at the time of 
the annexation, and will be subject to any future bonded indebtedness of the school 
district the petitioned property is attaching to.47 Therefore, if nothing is written in Box 
C2 on the County Committee Finding of Fact For Annexations form,48 the bonded 
indebtedness will be allocated in the default manner.  

The County Committee, however, can make other elections regarding the distribution 
of the bonded indebtedness of the districts. Other options include making the 
petitioned property: 

•	 Subject to none of the bonded indebtedness of the school district being  detatched
	 from, but subject to all preexisting and future bonded indebtedness of the school 
	 district being attached to.  

•	 Subject to all of the bonded indebtedness of the school district being detached 
	 from and the school district being attached to.

40 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(m).
41 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(n).
42 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(o).
43 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(p).
44 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(a).

45 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(b).
46 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(c). See also N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-08.
47 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-08
48SFN 18856 - sfn18856.pdf (nd.gov).



NORTH DAKOTA GUIDE TO ANNEXATIONS Page 7

The important element of this factor is that the County Committee discuss this factor 
and make a specific finding of fact if it wishes to deviate from the default language 
in N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-08. In reviewing this element, the State Board generally looks to 
the minutes of the County Committee meeting to determine if the Petitioner is aware 
of their tax obligations moving forward and are amenable to those obligations.

d.	 The taxable valuation of each affected district before and after annexation;49

It should be noted in the County Committee’s Findings of Fact whether or not the 
taxable valuation of the affected school districts is impacted by the inclusion of 
non-taxable land. The calculations for this provision occur in Section M of the 
Findings of Fact For Annexations form, SFN 18856. Appendix 3 includes a blank 
Section M showing the appropriate boxes associated with the information utilized 
in these sections.

It should be noted that in Section M2 the number of children in the area to be 
annexed spans from ages 4-17 to include children being enrolled in kindergarten 
the next school year, which is when the annexation would take effect. Please list 
what schools the children in the area to be annexed attend. For example, if there 
are 4 children in the area, but two attend a private school and one is enrolled in the 
Petitioner’s school district and one is open enrolled into the other school district, this 
information affects the calculations and is important to consider.  

If a minor child is already open enrolled into the other school district, that child does 
not need to be subtracted from the enrollment, if approved, of the Petitioner’s school 
district, nor does the child need to be added to the enrollment, if approved, of the 
other school district.

e.	 The size, geographical features, and boundaries of each affected district;50

	 i.	 Size
		  For size, generally the State Board looks at the number of sections in the districts.

	 ii.	 Geographical Features
		  Geographical features generally refers to any rivers, hills, lakes, or unique 
		  geographic structures within the districts.

	 iii.	 Boundaries
		  Boundaries refers generally to the school districts, states, or other political 
		  subdivisions bordering the school district.

49 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(d). 50 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(e).
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f.	 The number of students enrolled at each affected district;51

g.	 Each school in the district including the following information: 
	 i.	 Name 
	 ii.	 Location 
	 iii.	 Condition 
	 iv.	 Grade levels offered 
	 v.	 Distance needed to travel for the students living on annexed property.52 

h.	 Location and condition of the following: 
	 i.	 Roads
	 ii.	 Highways
	 iii.	 Other natural barriers in affected districts.53

i.	 Any conditions affecting the welfare of the students to be on the annexed property.54 

j.	 Boundaries of other government entities.55 

k.	 Educational needs of the communities in the affected districts.56 

l.	 Potential savings of the school district in administrative or transportation costs.57 

m.	 The potential decrease of per student valuation between the affected districts.58 

n.	 The potential to equalize or increase the educational opportunities for the students 
	 in the affected districts.59 

o.	 The potential modification to the property tax obligation of the owners of the 
	 property to be annexed and the concerns of the owners of the property to be 		
	 annexed.60

p.	 Any other relevant factors.61

The N.D. Legislature added factor o. as a “catch-all” provision to allow other factors 
relevant to the County Committee, not already included in N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4), 
to be considered by the County Committee or State Board. Previous items that have 
been appropriately considered under this prong include the following:

•	 The amount of land involved in the annexation. Often the State Board will refer
to the petition including the “least amount of land possible” as a relevant factor 
in the consideration of an annexation. This is to minimize the fiscal impact of the 
annexation on the affected districts. In prior cases, the State Board denied an 
annexation because the petition unnecessarily included substantial amounts of 
land where students did not reside. This has been repeatedly upheld as a valid 
consideration by the N.D. Supreme Court.62

51 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(f).
52 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(g).
53 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(h).
54 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(i).
55 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(j).
56 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(k).
57 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(l). 
58 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(m).

59 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(n).
60 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(o).
61 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4)(p).
62 In re Lewis & Clark Pub. Sch. Dist. No. 161 of Ward, 2016 ND 41, 876 N.W.2d 	
40; In re Annexation of a Part of Solen Pub. Sch. Dist. No. 3, 351 N.W.2d 435 
(N.D. 1989); In re Annexation of a Part of Unity Pub. Sch. Dist. No. 80, 540 N.W.2d 
393 (N.D. 1995).
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•	 Whether or not the districts have open enrollment. 

•	 Transportation offered by the school districts. 

•	 Specialized educational requirements, such as therapies, IEP programs, or 
	 other specialty education programs the student may benefit from. 

•	 Desire of a parent to participate in the school board or to vote on school ballot 
	 referendums. 

County Committees will sometimes consider whether an annexation will result in 
“irregular” or “illogical boundaries.” Prior to a legislative amendment in 1985, the 
County Committee and State Board could deny annexations if there were “logical 
boundaries following a uniform pattern without undue irregularities.”63 This law 
was repealed during the 1987 Legislative Session. Certain Supreme Court cases 
predating the repeal are still referenced, however, the holdings related to logical 
boundary requirements are no longer relevant law.64 Logical or regular boundaries 
are no longer a requirement under N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(4). 

		  e.	 Vote to approve or deny annexation  
The County Committee must make an affirmative vote to either approve or deny the 
annexation.  

If a motion to approve is made, the motioning County Committee member should state 
the reasons supporting the motion to approve. The County Committee would then take 
a roll call vote.  

•	 If the motion passes, the annexation is approved. 

•	 If the motion ties, the motion fails, and the annexation is denied. 

•	 If the motion fails, then one of the members voting “no” needs to motion to deny the 
	 annexation along with reasons.  

If a motion to deny is made, the motioning County Committee member should state the 
reasons supporting the motion to deny. The County Committee would then take a roll 
call vote.  

•	 If the motion passes, the annexation is denied. 

•	 If the motion ties, the motion fails, and the annexation is denied for failure to 
	 approve utilizing the reasoning from the initial motion to deny. 

•	 If the motion fails, then one of the members voting “no” needs to motion to approve 
	 the annexation along with reasons.  

Please note, there must be passage of motion to approve or a motion to deny. Failure 
of either of these motions to pass is not sufficient to escalate the packet to the State Board.

63 N.D.C.C. § 15-53.1-20(5) (repealed by 1987 N.D. Sess. Laws ch. 211 § 1) 64 These cases are In re Annexation of a Part of Solen Public School District No. 3,  
351 N.W.2d 435 (N.D. 1984) and In re Annexation of a Part of Donnybrook Pub.  
Sch. Distr. No. 24, 365 N.W.2d 514 (N.D. 1985).
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B.	 Annexation Involving Exchange of Property  
An individual may petition to have property in one school district annexed to another school district 
by an exchange of property with property of a relatively equal value in a contiguous school district. 
The goal of this form of annexation is to process them together instead of as individual annexations 
and to reduce the fiscal impact on one school district. Below is the process by which this takes place 
and steps individuals, school districts, and County Committees must take to initiate and complete an 
annexation involving an exchange of property. 

	 1.	 Eligibility 
		  To be eligible for annexation involving exchange of property the following must be 
		  present, obtained, or completed: 

		  a.	 The property must be a single area that is contiguous to the school district;65

“Contiguous means two or more tracts of real property which share a common point 
or which would share a common point but for an intervening road or right of way.”66 
For the purposes of annexations, lakes or rivers are included within the term “right of 
way.” Non-taxable city, state, or federal property, such as local parks, national parks or 
grasslands, may be utilized to determine contiguousness. Contiguity is judged at the time 
the annexation is effective.67 Therefore, a petition may be filed based upon properties 
for which annexations have been approved, but are not yet effective.

		  b.	 The property must border the proposed school district, and the property must 
			   NOT make up an entire school district;68

If the Petitioner wishes to annex an entire school district, that would more appropriately be 
considered under N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-10 or N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-26 as a reorganization 
or dissolution, respectively.

		  c.	 The petition69 must be approved by two-thirds of the electors70 living on 
			   the property;71

A qualified elector is an eighteen-year-old, citizen of the United States, who has been 
a resident of the area affected by the petition. Any qualified elector living on the 
petitioned property counts towards the total number of qualified electors. Please note 
that the standard is whether the individual is living on the petitioned property; it is not 
whether the individual owns the petitioned property. Therefore, for rental properties, the 
appropriate signature for the petition would be the renter who resides at the property, 
not the owner.  

Each qualified elector, individually, must sign the petition. For couples who live on a 
property, each individual has to sign the petition. One individual cannot sign for both, 
or the non-signing individual will be considered to have not approved the petition and 
will not count towards the 2/3 required by law.

65 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(1).
66 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-01(2).Sch. Distr. No. 24, 365 N.W.2d 514 (N.D. 1985).
67 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-04; New Pub. Sch. Dist. No. 8 v. State Bd. of Pub. Sch. Ed., 
2016 ND 163, 883 N.W.2d 460. Annexations are effective July 1 following the 
final approval of the annexation by the State Board. N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-06. 
68 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(2).

69 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-04; Petition requirements are listed in this section
70 N.D.C.C. § 1-01-51. A qualified elector is an eighteen-year-old, citizen of the 
United States, who has been a resident of the area affected by the petition.
71 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(3).



NORTH DAKOTA GUIDE TO ANNEXATIONS Page 11

		  d.	 The petition must be filed with the County Superintendent whose jurisdiction 
			   includes the headquarters of the annexing school district;72

For the purposes of this section, the headquarters of the annexing school district would 
be the administrative building or the building where the school district superintendent’s 
office is located.

		  e.	 A public hearing is held by the County Committee or Committees;73 and  
See Section II(A)(3), above.

		  f.	 The petition is approved by the State Board.74  
See Section II(C), above.

	 2.	 Petition Requirements 
		  To be approved, the petition must satisfy the following requirements:

		  a.	 Petitioner must live within the boundary of the property to be exchanged.75

		  b.	 Petitioner must get the written approval of one qualified elector76 from each 
			   of the residences within the property to be exchanged.  

For example, if the property to be annexed was a subdivision, one elector from each 
home within the subdivision must give written approval.77

		  c.	 Petitioner must obtain written permission from the owner of the property to 
			   be exchanged if the owner does not live on the premises.78  

This would specifically apply to rental properties where the person living on the property 
is not the owner of the property.

		  d.	 The difference between the valuations of the properties must be 		
			   approved by both school districts involved in the exchange.79

		  e.	 Each property involved in the exchange is contiguous to the district to which 
			   it is being annexed.80   

“’Contiguous’ means two or more tracts of real property which share a common point 
or which would share a common point but for an intervening road or right of way.”81 
For the purposes of annexations, lakes or rivers are included within the term “right of 
way.” Non-taxable city, state, or federal property, such as local parks, national parks or 
grasslands, may be utilized to determine contiguousness. Contiguity is judged at the time 
the annexation is effective.82 Therefore, a petition may be filed based upon properties 
for which annexations have been approved, but are not yet effective.

		  f.	 These annexations are subject to and must meet all other statutory 
			   requirements unless it is otherwise stated in this section.83

72 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(4).
73 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(5).
74 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-03(6). See also N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-01. Anytime State Board 
is mentioned, it is in reference to the State Board of public-school education.
75 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-02(1).
76 N.D.C.C. § 1-01-51. A qualified elector is an eighteen-year-old, citizen of the 
United States, who has been a resident of the area affected.
77 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-02(2). 
78 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-02(3).

79 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-02(4).
80 N.D. C.C. § 15.1-12-02(5). See N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-01(2) for the definition of 
“contiguous.”
81 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-01(2).
82 New Pub. Sch. Dist. No. 8 v. State Bd. of Pub. Sch. Ed., 2016 ND 163, 883 
    N.W.2d 460. Annexations are effective July 1 following the final approval of the 
    annexation by the State Board. N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-06. 
83 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-02(6).
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	 3.	 County Committee Hearing  
See Section II(A)(3), above. The hearing requirements for an annexation involving exchange 
of property are the same as the hearing requirements for a regular annexation. 

	 4.	 Approval by County Committee   
Upon approval by the County Committee, the County Superintendent will package the 
materials together and submit the annexation packet to the State Board for consideration or 
hearing pursuant to Section II(C), below.

	 5.	 Denial by County Committee    
If the County Committee denies the annexation, the denial may be appealed to the State 
Board. If an individual wishes to appeal a denial, the individual should request an appeal, in 
writing, to the County Committee. A template letter requesting an appeal has been included 
in Appendix 2. After an appeal is requested, the County Superintendent packages the 
materials and submits the annexation packet to the State Board for a hearing pursuant to 
Section II(C), below.

C.	 State Board Submission  
After approval from the County Committee, the State Board must approve all annexations.84 If 
an annexation is denied by the County Committee and an appeal of the denial is requested, the 
State Board shall hold a hearing and consider the annexation de novo.  

If a hearing is required, the hearing must be properly noticed, and the State Board will publish 
notice of the hearing in the official newspaper of record in the county85 at least fourteen days 
before the hearing date. If there is no official newspaper for the appropriate county, the notice will 
be published in a bordering county within North Dakota.86 Meetings of the State Board of Public 
School Education are subject to open meetings laws and are noticed on the State Board’s website.

	 1.	 Is a Hearing Required at the State Board Level?  
A hearing by the State Board is not always required in cases where the annexation was 
approved by the County Committee. If there is no opposition to the annexation and the 
County Committee approves the annexation, the State Board may review all the materials 
and give final approval without a formal hearing.87 

An appeal of a denial of an annexation, however, always requires a hearing before the 
State Board.

	 2.	 Submission of Materials to the State Board   
To ensure that the annexation is considered by the State Board in an expedient manner, the
“packet” must include all required information. Delays will occur if the packet is incomplete.

84 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(11).
85 Official county newspapers can be found at https://www.ndna.com/
newspapers/official-county-papers/.

86 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(2)
87 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(6)(b).
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		  a.	 Agenda
An Agenda of the County Committee meeting(s) where the hearing was held and the 
petition was considered should be included in the packet.

		  b.	 Petition
A copy of the fully executed Petition For Annexation of Property From One Public School 
District to Another must be included. The Petition is SFN 17811.88

		  c.	 Findings of Fact from the County Committee
A copy of the fully executed Findings of Fact must be sent to the State Board. Examples of 
completed Findings of Fact for both a regular annexation and an annexation involving 
an exchange of land have been attached as Appendix 5.

		  d.	 Maps
Maps must be included in the packet which show the following:  

1.	 The boundaries of the involved school districts;  
2.	 The location of the residence of the minor children residing in the petitioned property;  
3.	 The boundary of the petitioned property.  

Examples of useful maps have been included as Appendix 6. The maps are exceedingly 
important in the State Board’s consideration of the petition.

		  e.	 County Committee Meeting Minutes 
The minutes should be thorough and show the following:  

1.	 The Committee members present;  
2.	 If the State’s Attorney approved and affirmed that the petition met the requirements 
	 of state law;
3.	 The names and general testimony of the individuals who testified in support of
	 the petition;
4.	 The names and general testimony of the individuals who testified against the petition; 
5.	 The names and general testimony of any individuals who provided neutral testimony;
6.	 The discussion of the Committee;
7.	 The affirmative motion and roll call vote of the Committee on the approval or denial 
	 of the annexation petition as indicated by Section II(A)(3)(e).  

An example of County Committee minutes has been attached as Appendix 7.

88 The Petition can be found on the DPI website - PETITION FOR ANNEXATION OF 
PROPERTY FROM ONE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT TO ANOTHER (nd.gov).
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		  f.	 Affidavit of Publication 
This shows the notice and dates of publication, as well as a copy of the notice. This allows 
the State Board to confirm that the notice requirements were met. An example of an 
Affidavit of Publication has been attached as Appendix 8.

		  g.	 Property Tax Ownership Information 
Property tax ownership serves multiple purposes for the State Board. It shows the 
ownership of the property, the size of the property, and the taxable valuation of the 
property. It also confirms the legal description of the petitioned property.

	 3.	 Consideration of Annexations by the State Board   
The State Board will hold a hearing on an annexation petition, if required by N.D.C.C. § 15.1-
12-05(6), or if the annexation was denied and appealed. At a hearing, an Administrative 
Law Judge will appear and serve as a procedural hearing officer. The County Superintendent 
of schools will be sworn in and introduce the packet of County Committee materials as 
an exhibit. The County Superintendent will generally review the packet and answer any 
questions from the State Board members or its attorney. Testimony in support of the petition, 
including from the Petitioner, and testimony opposing the petition will be heard by the State 
Board. The State Board or its attorney can ask witnesses any questions it deems relevant. At 
the conclusion of the hearing, the State Board will consider the petition.  

If a hearing is not required pursuant to N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(6), the State Board will 
consider the petition at an open meeting.  

The consideration of an annexation which was approved by the County Committee is 
generally the same whether a hearing is held or not. The Chair of the State Board will 
read the findings of fact submitted by the county at the open meeting. Any corrections are 
made to findings of fact that were either made in error or that the State Board believes 
are not relevant to the petition. Consideration by the State Board of an annexation that 
was approved by the County Committee is just whether to affirm or deny the annexation 
as approved by the County Committee. The State Board cannot change or modify any 
substantive portion of the County Committee’s findings of fact, such as the amount of property
included or the distribution of the bonded indebtedness approved by the County Committee.  

The consideration of an appeal, however, is different from consideration of an annexation 
which was approved by the County Committee. The consideration of an appeal is a 
consideration de novo by the State Board, meaning that the State Board can alter or amend 
portions of the findings which otherwise the State Board would not have been able to amend. 
No deference is required to be given to the County Committee.
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D.	 Appeals from the State Board   
The decision of the State Board can be appealed to the district court of the judicial district in 
which the annexed property is located.89  

E.	 Miscellaneous Provisions to Note 
Below are the guidelines for reapplication in the event of a denial and the effective date for an 
annexation after approval. 

	 1.	 Reapplication Timeframe   
In the event of a denial, another petition concerning the same property or properties cannot 
be submitted for at least three months after the date of denial from the State Board. A 
petition involving the same property will not be considered by the State Board more than 
twice in any twelve-month period.90

	 2.	 Effective Date   
Any annexation approved will have the effective date of July 1, after the approval by the 
State Board.91

89 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(13). Judicial districts can be found at
    www.ndcourts.gov/district-court.

90 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(9).
91 N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-06.
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Appendix 1: ANNEXATION CHECK LIST  
		    Is the petitioned property eligible for annexation?  

		  	 Is the petitioned property a single area? 

		  	 Is the petitioned property contiguous to the school district being attached to? 

		  	 Does the petitioned property border the proposed school district? 

		  	 Does the petitioned property NOT include an entire school district?  

		    Petition – Regular Annexation 

		  	 Is there a full, accurate legal description of the petitioned property? 

		  	 Is there at least 1 child who resides on the petitioned property who is going to attend the 
			   new school district next school year? 

		  	 Have 2/3 of the qualified electors signed?  

			   	 How many total people over 18 reside in the petitioned property? 	  

			   	 ( [number of people residing on the property] /3 ) x 2 = number of signatures needed.  

    		  	 Has the petition been filed with the appropriate County Superintendent? 

		    Petition – Annexation Involving Exchange of Property 
    		  	 Does the Petitioner live within the boundary of the property to be exchanged? 
    		  	 Is there written approval of one qualified elector from each residence within the property to 
			   be exchanged? 
		  	 Is there written permission from the owner of the property to be exchanged if the owner 
			   doesn’t live on the premises? 
		  	 Has the difference in taxable valuation between the properties been approved by both 		
			   school districts?
		  	 Is each property involved in the exchange contiguous to the district it is being annexed to?  
		  	 Is there a full, accurate legal description of the petitioned property? 
		  	 Is there at least 1 child who resides on the property to be exchanged who is going to attend 
			   the new school district next school year? 
		  	 Have 2/3 of the qualified electors signed?  
			   	 How many total people over 18 reside in the petitioned property? 	 			 
			    ( [number of people residing on the property] /3 ) x 2 = number of signatures needed.  

		  	 Has the petition been filed with the appropriate County Superintendent?  
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		    County Committee Hearing 

		  	 Notice 

			   	 Is the bulk of BOTH school districts in a single county?  

				    	 If so, has notice been provided in the county’s official newspaper at least
					     21 days prior to the hearing?  

			   	 Is the bulk of BOTH school districts in multiple counties?  

				    	 If so, has notice been provided in each county’s official newspaper at least
					     21 days prior to the hearing(s)? 

			   	 Have the real property owners been notified twenty-one days in advance of the 

hearing 					     by certified mail with return receipt?

		  	 Has the State’s Attorney for each county hearing the petition certified that the petition 
			   meets the requirements of law? 

		  	 Has the County Committee meeting(s) been noticed appropriately pursuant to
			   N.D.C.C. ch. 44-04? 

		  	 Has the county accepted testimony and written evidence in support of and/or in opposition 
			   of the petition? 

		  	 Findings of Fact:  

			   	 Has the County Committee made specific findings on each of the following areas?  

				    	 The size and value of the property held by each affected district;  

				    	 The amount of outstanding bonded other indebtedness of the affected district;  

				    	 The future levies the property will be subjected to or exempted from after annexation;  

					     	 Has the County Committee made an affirmative statement in Box C2? 

				    	 The taxable valuation of each affected district before and after annexation;  

				    	 The size, geographical features, and boundaries of each affected district;  

				    	 The number of students enrolled at each affected district;  

				    	 Each school in the district including the following information: 

					     	 Name 

					     	 Location 

					     	 Condition 

					     	 Grade levels offered 

				    	 Distance needed to travel for the students living on annexed property.  

				    	 Location and condition of the following: 

					     	 Roads 

					     	 Highways 

					     	 Other natural barriers in affected districts.  
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				    	 Any conditions affecting the welfare of the students to be on the
					     annexed property.  

				    	 Boundaries of other government entities.  

				    	 Educational needs of the communities in the affected districts.  

				    	 Potential savings of the school district in administrative or transportation costs.  

				    	 The potential decrease of per student valuation between the affected districts.  

				    	 The potential to equalize or increase the educational opportunities for the 
					     students in the affected districts.  

				    	 The concerns of the property owner concerning their change in tax obligations.

				    	 Any other relevant factors.  

			   	 Was there a motion and vote to either approve or deny the annexation? 

				    	 Did it pass?  

				    	 If not was there an opposing motion? 

				    	 Was the motion supported by reasons?  

			   	 If denied, was a written request to appeal the denial received by the county 
				    superintendent? 

		    Submission of Materials to State Board 

		  	 Agenda of County Committee Meeting(s) 

		  	 Petition for Annexation

		  	 Findings of Fact from the County Committee(s) 

		  	 Maps 

			   	 Do the maps clearly show the boundaries of the involved school districts? 

			   	 Do the maps clearly show the boundary of the petitioned property? 

			   	 Do the maps clearly show the location of the residence of the minor children residing in 
				    the petitioned property?

		  	 County Committee(s) Meeting Minutes 

		  	 Affidavit of Publication(s) 

		  	 Property Tax Ownership information of the petitioned property 

		  	 Accurate contact information for all property information for all property owners, 			 

			   specifically addresses where they can receive certified mail
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Appendix 2: Template Forms  

Sample Appeal Form Letter

County Superintendent of Public Schools

[Insert Address]

	 Re: The Annexation of Property from [Detaching District] to 

	 [Annexing District], the [Insert Petitioner’s Last Name] Petition

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am the [insert standing relationship to Petition] in the above-referenced Petition which was denied 

by the County Committee on [Insert Date of County Committee Hearing]. I am appealing the denial 

of the above-referenced annexation to the State Board of Public School Education pursuant to 

N.D.C.C. § 15.1-12-05(10). 

	 Sincerely, 

	 [Insert name of Appellant]
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PETITION FOR ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY FROM ONE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT TO ANOTHER 
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
SCHOOL FINANCE AND ORGANIZATION 
SFN 17811 (10-15) 

To the County Committee(s) of _______________________________County or Counties in North Dakota: 

The undersigned hereby petition for annexation of property from the ______________________ Public School District No. 

____ of _______________________________Counties in North Dakota to the  ___________________________ Public 

School District No._____ of ________________________________ Counties in North Dakota. 

This annexation involves the following property upon which the petitioners reside, which is currently in the 

____________________________ Public School District: 
Property Description:

This property constitutes a single area that is contiguous to _____________________________ Public School District.  

Identify one child who resides on the petitioned property whose parent has stated an intention to send the child to a public 

school, in the school district receiving the petitioned property, during the school year following the effective date of this 

annexation: 
Child’s name

The undersigned constitute two-thirds or more of the qualified electors residing on the property described above.  The 

undersigned hereby petition that the above-described property be annexed to _________________________ Public 

School District in accordance with NDCC chapter 15.1-12.

Date Signed:
Name of Elector: Address:Month Day Year
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Date Signed:
Name of Elector: Address:Month Day Year
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FINDINGS OF FACT FOR ANNEXATIONS 
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
SCHOOL FINANCE AND ORGANIZATION 
SFN 18856 (10-15) 

To be completed by the County Committee after the County Hearing 

Regular Annexation

  Annexation involving an 
Exchange of Property

Petitioner to Contact

Mailing Address

City State Zip Code

County Hearing Date Telephone

After the hearing, the County Committee makes Findings of Fact on every one of the following factors A through P, 
pursuant to NDCC section 15.1-12-05(4), to which testimony or documentary evidence was directed at the hearing.  
These Findings of Fact must be based on information provided at the hearing, including the Informational Sheet (SFN 
18858) submitted at the hearing by the county superintendent.  These Findings of Fact of the County Committee must be 
included in the packet of information provided to the State Board of Public School Education by the County Committee. 

The ______________________________County (s) hereby makes the following Findings of Fact based upon the 
testimony and documentary evidence received at the hearing on _______________________, 20_______, and in 
accordance with NDCC section 15.1-12-05. 

If this annexation involves an exchange of property, state whether the following requirements of NDCC section 15.1-12-02 are met:

1. Does the signer of the petition reside upon the property sought to be annexed? Yes No

2. Has the approval of one qualified elector from each residence within the property to be annexed been
obtained? Yes No

3. Does the owner of the property in the adjacent district agree to the exchange of property? Yes No

4. Is the difference in taxable valuation of the properties involved in the exchange, $1000 or less? Yes No

5. Is each property involved in the exchange contiguous to the school district to which it would be
annexed? Yes No

Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

A. Value of School Property
1. Sites $ $

2. Buildings $ $

3. Equipment $ $

B. 1.  Outstanding Bonded Indebtedness $ $

2. Other Outstanding Indebtedness $ $
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Page 2 (12-12)

C 1.  Mill Levies

Fund Group I - General Fund
Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

General Fund – District Property Tax

High School Tuition Levy

High School Transportation Levy

Judgment Levy

Asbestos Levy

Technology Levy

Remodeling Levy

Alternative Education Program Levy

Fund Group 2 – Special Reserve

Special Reserve Levy

Fund Group 3 – Capital Projects

Building Fund Levy

Special Assessments Fund Levy

Fund Group 4 – Debt Service

Sinking & Interest Fund Levy

Asbestos Bonding Levy

Judgment Bonding Levy

Remodeling Bonding Levy

Alternative Ed Program Bonding Levy

HVAC Levy

TOTAL LEVIES
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Page 3 (12-12)

CC 2.  The levies for bonded indebtedness to which the petitioned property will be subjected, or from which the petitioned property will be 
exempted, as provided in NDCC section 15.1-12-08, if the annexation is approved. (Include here a statement addressing what 
taxes will apply to the petitioned property if the annexation is approved.  For example, will the petitioners be responsible for paying 
all taxes in the district attached to and no taxes in the district detached from, or will the petitioners continue to be responsible for 
payment on the bonded debt of the district detached from in addition to all the taxes in the district attached to, etc.?  Consider 
NDCC section 15.1-12-08.)

Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

D.  1.  Current Taxable Valuation

$ $

2.  Taxable Valuation of Petitioned Property 
Number of Sections or Acres:  (_________) $ $

3.  Taxable Valuation of Property to be 
Exchanged, if any $ $

4.   Taxable Valuation, If Approved

$ $

E. 1.   Number of Sections in the Districts

2.   Geographical Features

3. Boundaries
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Page 4 (12-12)

F.   Students Attending School (i.e., Enrollment):
     Petitioners’ School District:     Other School District:

Kindergarten

Elementary (grades 1-6)

Junior High (grades 7-8)

High School (grades 9-12)

           Total Enrollment

G.  School Buildings:

1.  Name, Location (what town?), and 
Grade Levels Offered

2.  Condition

3.   Distance Students Living in Petitioned Area would have to 
Travel to Attend Schools

H.   Location and Condition of:

1.   Roads

2.   Highways

3.   Natural Barriers
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Page 5 (12-12)

I.1.   Names and ages of all children residing on the property to be annexed (by family):

I. 2.  Conditions affecting the welfare of students residing on the property to be annexed:

Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

J.   Boundaries of other Governmental Entities

K.   Educational needs of communities in each 
affected district: 

L.  Potential savings in:

1.   Transportation services

2.   Administrative services
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Page 6 (12-12)

M. Change in disparity in per student valuation:

1. Current per student valuation
(Current Taxable Valuation divided by Enrollment)

$ $

2. There are _________ children in the
area sought to be annexed, ________
of whom are ages 4-17.

Taxable valuation , if approved
Enrollment, if approved

= Per student valuation if approved

Use the above formula to determine the per student valuation, if approved, for each 
school district:

Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

= =

______ - ______
(Per student 
valuation, if 
approved)

_____ + _____
(Per student 
valuation, if 
approved)

3. Per student valuation, if approved (resulting
from computations above, right)

$ $ 

4. Approval of the annexation will result in
an increase/decrease (cross out one) in
the difference in per student valuation by: $__________________________

5. Petitioned property’s per student
valuation

Taxable valuation of petitioned property
Number of students, ages 4-17

living on petitioned property

= Per student valuation of
petitioned property

=

N. Potential to equalize or increase the educational opportunities for students in each affected district

Difference:

$

Difference:

$
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Page7 (12-12)
O.   All other Relevant Factors:
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Page 8 (12-12)

Based upon the following reasons, which weighed most importantly to the ________________________County 
Committee, the County Committee (approves/disapproves) (cross out one) (check one of the items listed below):

1. The annexation of a part of the _______________________ Public School District to the 
___________________________ Public School District. 

2. The annexation involving an exchange of property between the ______________________Public  
  School District and the ________________________Public School District. 

Reasons: (The reasons stated here must be included as a part of the motion to either approve or disapprove the annexation.  Also, the 
Findings of Fact in the foregoing A through P must support the reasons.)

                    
Date: County Committee Member Signature

County Committee Member Signature

County Committee Member Signature

County Committee Member Signature

County Committee Member Signature

County Committee Member Signature

County Committee Member Signature

County Committee Member Signature
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INFORMATIONAL SHEET FOR ANNEXATIONS 
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
SCHOOL FINANCE AND ORGANIZATION 
SFN 18858 (10-15) 

To be completed by the County Superintendent of Schools and submitted as evidence at the County Hearing

Regular Annexation

Annexation involving an 
Exchange of Property

Petitioner to Contact

Mailing Address

City State Zip Code

County Hearing Date Telephone

The County Superintendent should fill out this Informational Sheet with any relevant information.  The County 

Superintendent need not fill in certain parts of the Informational Sheet if the information would not be relevant to the 

determination whether to approve or disapprove the annexation.  This Informational Sheet must be offered by the County 

Superintendent as evidence at the county hearing, therefore the County Superintendent should be confident the 

information provided is correct.  This form does not need to be included in the packet of information provided to the State 

Board by the County Committee. 

If this annexation involves an exchange of property, state whether the following requirements of NDCC section 15.1-12-02 
are met:
1. Does the signer of the petition reside upon the property sought to be annexed? Yes No

2. Has the approval of one qualified elector from each residence within the property to be
annexed been obtained? Yes No

3. Does the owner of the property in the adjacent district agree to the exchange of property? Yes No

4. Is the difference in taxable valuation of the properties involved in the exchange, $1000 or
less? Yes No

5. Is each property involved in the exchange contiguous to the school district to which it would
be annexed? Yes No

Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

A. Value of School Property
1. Sites $ $

2. Buildings $ $

3. Equipment $ $

B. 1.  Outstanding Bonded Indebtedness $ $

2. Other Outstanding Indebtedness $ $
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Page 2 (12-12)

C 1.  Mill Levies

Fund Group I - General Fund
Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

General Fund – District Property Tax

High School Tuition Levy

High School Transportation Levy

Judgment Levy

Asbestos Levy

Technology Levy

Remodeling Levy

Alternative Education Program Levy

Fund Group 2 – Special Reserve

Special Reserve Levy

Fund Group 3 – Capital Projects

Building Fund Levy

Special Assessments Fund Levy

Fund Group 4 – Debt Service

Sinking & Interest Fund Levy

Asbestos Bonding Levy

Judgment Bonding Levy

Remodeling Bonding Levy

Alternative Ed Program Bonding Levy

HVAC Levy

TOTAL LEVIES
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Page 3 12-12)

C 2.  The levies for bonded indebtedness to which the petitioned property will be subjected, or from which the petitioned property will 
be exempted, as provided in NDCC section 15.1-12-08, if the annexation is approved. (Include here a statement addressing what    
taxes will apply to the petitioned property if the annexation is approved.  For example, will the petitioners be responsible for paying 
all taxes in the district attached to and no taxes in the district detached from, or will the petitioners continue to be responsible for 
payment on the bonded debt of the district detached from in addition to all the taxes in the district attached to, etc.?  Consider 
NDCC section 15.1-12-08.)

Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

D.  1.  Current Taxable Valuation

$ $
2. Taxable Valuation of Petitioned Property

(Number of Sections or Acres: ________) $
3.    Taxable Valuation of Property to be 

Exchanged, if any $

4.    Taxable Valuation, If Approved

$ $

E. 1.   Number of Sections in the Districts

2.   Geographical Features

3.   Boundaries
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Page 4 (12-12)

F.   Students Attending School (i.e., Enrollment):
Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

Kindergarten

Elementary (grades 1-6)

Junior High (grades 7-8)

High School (grades 9-12)

Total Enrollment

G.  School Buildings:

1 Name, Location (what town?), and 
Grade Levels Offered

2.   Condition

3.    Distance Students Living in Petitioned Area    
would have to Travel to Attend Schools

H.   Location and Condition of:

1.   Roads

2.   Highways

3.   Natural Barriers

I. 1.  Names and ages of all children residing on the property to be annexed (by family):
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Page 5 (12-12)

I. 2.  Conditions affecting the welfare of students residing on the property to be annexed:

Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

J.   Boundaries of other Governmental Entities

K.   Educational needs of communities in each     
affected district: 

L.  Potential savings in:

1.   Transportation services

2.   Administrative services



NORTH DAKOTA GUIDE TO ANNEXATIONS Page 35

Page 6 (12-12)
Petitioners’ School District: Other School District:

M.   Change in disparity in per student valuation:

1. Current per student valuation

(Current Taxable Valuation divided by Enrollment)

$                          $

2.   There are _________ children in the area 
sought to be annexed, ________ of whom                      
are ages 4-17.

Taxable valuation , if approved          
          Enrollment, if approved

Per student 
valuation if 
approved=

Use the above formula to determine the per student valuation, if approved, for each 
school district:

Petitioners School 
District:

                 
=

Other School District:

            

=

______   -   ______ (Per student 
valuation, if 
approved)

_____   +   _____ (Per student 
valuation, if 
approved)

3.   Per student valuation, if approved (resulting     
from computations above, right)

$____________________                              $  _____________________

4.   Approval of the annexation will result in an 
increase/decrease (cross out one) in the 
difference in per student valuation by: $______________________________

5.  Petitioned property’s per student valuation

Taxable valuation of petitioned property

Number of students, ages 4-17
living on petitioned property

                              

=

=

Per student valuation of
petitioned property

N.  Potential to equalize or increase the educational opportunities for students in each affected district

Difference:

$

Difference:

$



NORTH DAKOTA GUIDE TO ANNEXATIONS Page 36

Page 7 (12-12)

O. All other Relevant Factors:
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Appendix 3: Section M Calculations  
The following template shows where within the information form and findings of fact the data required 
to perform the calculations required to complete Section M of the Findings of Fact form.
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Appendix 4: Sample Findings of Fact for 
Regular Annexations

Sample 1: Findings of Fact for Regular Annexation in a Single County
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Sample 2: Findings of Fact for Regular Annexation in Multiple Counties, 
separate Findings 
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FINDINGS OF FACT FOR ANNEXATIONS 
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
SCHOOL FINANCE AND ORGANIZATION 
SFN 18856 (10-15) 

To be completed bv the Countv Committee after the Countv Hearino 
Pettuoner to Contact 

Regular Annexation DUSTIN MCGREGOR 

□ Malling Address 
Annexation Involving an 11041 75TH ST NE 
Exchange of Property City 

FAIRDALE 
County Hearing Date Telephone 
AUGUST 7TH, 2019 701-261-6060

,�·�· 

1st� I ZfPffi'29 

After the hearing, the County Committee makes Findings of Fact on every one of the following factors A through P, 
pursuant to NDCC section 15.1-12-05(4 ), to which testimony or documentary evidence was directed at the hearing. 
These Findings of Fact must be based on information provided at the hearing, including the Informational Sheet (SFN 
18858) submitted at the hearing by the county superintendent. These Findings of Fact of the County Committee must be 
Included in the gacket of information provided to the State Board of Public School Education by the County Committee. 

The RAMSEY & CAVALIER County (s) hereby makes the following Findings of Fact based upon the 
testimony and documentary evidence received at the hearing on AUGUS'l' 7TH 20 19 and In 
accordance with NDCC section 15.1-12-05. 

If this annexaUon involves an exchange of properly, state whether the following requirements of NOCC section 15.1-12.02 are met: 

1. Does the signer of the petition reside upon the properly sought to be annexed? □ Yes □ No

2. Has the approval of one qualified elector from each residence within the properly to be annexed been □ Yes □ Noobtained?

3. Does the owner of the property In the adjacent district agree to the exchange of property? □ Yes □ No

4. Is the difference in taxable valuation of the properties Involved in the exchange, $1000 or less? □ Yes □ No

5. Is each properly involved in the exchange contiguous to the school district to which It would be □ Yes □ Noannexed?

Petitioners' School District: Other School District: 
EDMORE #2 LANGDON #23 

A. Value of School Property
1. Sites $ 0 $ 650.000 

2. Buildings $ 6,..5.QO. 000 $ 16.228.463 

3. Eaulpment $ 1,700,000 $ 3,464,346

B. 1. Outstanding Bonded Indebtedness $ $ 

2. Other Outstanding Indebtedness $ $ 

Sample 3: Findings of Fact for Regular Annexation in Multiple Counties, 
a singular Finding 



NORTH DAKOTA GUIDE TO ANNEXATIONS Page 63

P�e 2 (12-12) r·· -
C 1. Mill Levies -·-�,. -���--- '�" '"•--�• " ' ' �  

Fund Group I - General Fund 

General Fund - District Property Tax 

High School Tuition Levy 
-··~ ···-···�-

High School Transportation Levy

Judgment Levy

Asbestos Levy 

Technology Levy 
,,. ~•••m••---

Remodeling Levy 

Alternative Education Program Levy 

Special Reserve Levy 

Fund Group 3 - Capital Proiects 

Building Fund Levy 
-><•ru•�, 

l Special Assessments Fund Levy
--

Fund Group 4 - Debt Service 

Sinking & Interest Fund Levy 

Asbestos Bonding Levy 

Judgment Bonding Levy 

Remodeling Bonding Levy 

... _, MISC.!. I • .. 

-··-�-·

e•rn••""'�""' 

.. ., .... , .... ,,_,, - .  

,. .. . Y x-JWI"'K"Jli."'][ A A ... 

HVAC Levy 
,-----

TOTAL LEVIES

�-"'-'"'"' 

Petitioners' School District: 

EDMORE 112 

QO .Jl.(L_ ______ 

"'�-� 

--��·�-"'�"'"' 

�· ·~· ·---.,�-�-"'"" •'--•� 

.. 

3.00 

3.00 

6.00 

102.00 

Olher School District: 

LANGDON 

. 

., .. . �- ···--�--

-·· ..... , 

6.9 ..... Ii r; 

3.00 

8.00 

80.65 

f/23 

···=--

�. -'"�'"""""'�"-- ·-·

•--••••m 

-"·--·-----

--·---

--•-•-="-'••rn--"-
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Page 3 (12-12) 

I:; 2. The levies for bonded indebtedness to which the petitioned property will be subjected, or from which the petitioned property will be 
exempted, as provided in NDCC section 15.1-12-08, if the annexation is approved. (Include here a statement addressing what 
taxes will apply to the petitioned property if the annexation is approved. For example, will the petitioners be responsible for paying 
all taxes In the district attached to and no taxes in the district detached from, or will the petitioners continue to be responsible for 
payment on the bonded debt of the district detached from in addition to all the taxes In the district attaGhed to, etc.? Consider 
NDCC section 15.1-12-08.) 

D. 1. Current Taxable Valuation

2. Taxable Valuation of Petitioned Property
Number of Sections or Acres: ( 953. 90)

3. Taxable Valuation of Property to be

Petitioners' School District: 
EDMORE #2 (WALSH) 

1,577,882 

(34,317) 

Other School District: 
LANGDON #23 

37,018,086 

34,317 

1----E_xc_h_a_n-i:i_e_d�,_if _a _n�y __________ i-S ____________ --t_S _____ ,., ..... ,.,,, ______ -1

4. Taxable Valuation, If Approved

E. 1. Number of Sections in the Districts

2. Geographical Features

3. Boundaries

1,543,565 

395.25 

EDMORE SCHOOL DISTRICT IS 
FLAT AND PRIMARILY IN 
RAMSEY COUNTY 

EDMORE SCHOOL IS IN. 
RAMSEY·; WALSH, CAVALIER 

37,052,403 

919.75 

LANGDON SCHOOL DISTRICT IS 
FLAT AND PRIMARILY IN 
CAVALIER COUNTY 
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Page 4 (12-12) 

· .J, _§!llclt'!nls Attending_�<?!:1.�IJi.e,., .. .. Enrollm.ent):..
"' ···-·�· _,,_ . �----·---·--··--� 

Kindergarten -·---··

Elementary (grades 1-6) -·---·--

Junior High (grades 7-8) 

High School (grades 9-12) 

Total Enrollment 

--"··---·-·· 

-· 

·----�" " ,  

Petitioners' School Dlstrlcl: 

1mMmrn if? 
" -�""""� ---·�- -� 

2 

22 
_,_,�·�·" ·--�"'--�-

8 

17 

49 

G .. School Buildings: - · ·•-· 

1. Name, Location (what town?), and
Grade Levels Offered

2. Condition

3. Distance Students Living in Petitioned Area would have to
Travel to Attend Schools 

H location and Condition of· 
�""=�=--••---•�>woe--••- -·--------

1. Roads

2. Highways

3. Natural Barriers

------•-••-• •---•-•-• ,N,-• •"''" ----••---� ---··••--�•�0••··"=-----

EDMORE PK-12 

GOOD 

15 MILES TO EDMORE 

HIGHWAY f/1 & fll 7
GOOD CONDITION 

NONE 

-·-----··-····--""�"-"' -----·· 

• Other School Dfstrlct:

LANGDON 1123 
27 

178 

59 
--·-

-12.8 

�Q? 

LANGDON PK-12 

GOOD 

26 MILES TO LANI� DON 

----·��·-·-

COUNTY 
GOOD-CONDITION 

HIGHWAY Ill 
GOOD CONDITION 

NONE 
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SON-1/15/2015 
DAUGHTER 7/21/2017 

B.G.M. 
H. S.M. 

I. 2. Conditions affecting the welfare of students residing on the property to be annexed:

1. CHILDREN ARE CURRENTLY ATTENDING DAYCARE IN LANGDON
2. MOM WORV� FULL TIME IN LANGDON
3. CHILDREN HAVE STORM HOMES IN LANGDON
4. SON IS ATTENDING PRESCHOOL IN LANGDON/WILL ATTEND PRR-K THIS FALL
5, SON PARTICIPATES IN EXTRACIRRICULAR ACTIVITIES IN LANGDON
6. EDMORE IS CURRENTLY CO-OPING IN SPORTS WITH LANGDON
7. LANGDON HAS MORE SERVICES FOR CHILDREN IF NEEDED

Petitioners' School District: Other School District: 
.-----------------t---JE:a.=DMOu..i.uRi-"'--R _l"'"'-? _____ r-�T�ANGDON--.�.a.��•?-----

J. Boundaries of other Governmental Entities
EDMORE SCHOOL SHARES LANGDON SCHOOL SHARES 
BOUNDARIES WITH : ; BOUNDARIES WITH MUNH:H, E lMORE 
STARKWEATHER, LANGDON PARK RIVER, NORTH BORDER/PEMBI! 1--------------------,·-��BJBR.-,-L-Ai::0'-r..Pr-•,. ,.-I?H.? _.---t---------------1

K. Educational needs of communities in each
affected district:

L. Potential savin�:. ··- .

1. Transportation services

2. Administrative services

EDMORE HAS PRESCHOOL-
12TH GRADE 

NONE PROJECTED 

NONE PROJECTED 

LANGDON HAS PRESCHOOL-
12TH GRADE 

NONE PROJECTED 

NONE PROJECTED 
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Page 6 (12-12) 
M. Change-in-d-is-p -an-'ty in per student valuation:

1. Current per student valuation
(Current Taxable Valuation divided by Enrollment) 

There are 2 children in the
area sought to be annexed, _l __ _ 
of whom are ages 4-17. 

3. Per student valuation, if approved (resulting
from computations above, right) 

EDMORE f/2 

32,201.67 

Taxable valuation , If approved 
Enrollment, if approved 

I 
Difference: 

LANGDON /123 

94,433.90 

Per student valuation if approved 

Use the above formula to determine the per student valuation, If approved, for each 
school district: 

PRlltioners' School � 
1,543,565 

-===··:;;:;;··-·;__ = 31, 501. 32 
49 (Per student 

valuation, if 
approved) 

Difference� 

Other School District: 
37,052,403 

---· ...... ::: 94,521. 1l1 
392 

., -- --

(Per student 
valuation, if 
approved) 

94,521.44 
$ $ 63,020.12 _ 

$ >--·-····---- ----------·-·••····· ------1-"---- _____ ::--:..:.-=--=--=-�-=-_,1 __ ········ ... · .. ---=---··•·····------t 

4. Approval of the annexation will result in
an increase/decrease (cross out one) in
the difference in per student valuation by:

5. Petitioned property's per student
valuation

787.89 
$ ____ _ 

Taxable valuation of petitioned property 
Number of students, ages 4-17 

living on petitioned property 

34,317 1 

= Per student valuation of 
petitioned property 

34,317 

N. Potential to equalize or increase the educational ·opportunities for students in each affected district
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�Pa_g_e7_(1_2-0_1_2)-,,--,---,--,---- _____________________ _ 0. All other Relevant Factors:
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Page 8 (12-12) 

Based upon the following reasons, which weighed most Importantly to the RAMSEY{CAVAT.JER County 
Committee, the County Committee (approves/disapproves) (cross out one) (check one of the items listed below): 

1. 

2. 

The annexation of a part of the EDMORE Public School District to the 
LANGDON Public School District. 

The annexation involving an exchange of property between the __________ Public 
School District and the ___________ Public School District. 

Reasons: (The reasons stated here must be included as a part of the motion to either approve or disapprove the annexation. Also, the 
Findings of Fact in the foregoing A through P must support the reasons.) 

I 
Date: � (Jt t2J) ,g
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County Committee Mombor Signature 

---------· ·-•-··-······
County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

1--=---,----,;::,-----,,---.,..,--·-,----,=-::--------------····-·-·•·•····--•--.•-··-County Committee Member Signature 

1--------,------,-,-.-------·--·····---·---•·--··-·-·"---County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member 

County Comrnilfee Member Signature 
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Appendix 5: Sample Findings of Fact
for an Annexation Involving an
Exchange of Property
Sample 1: Findings of Fact for Annexation involving an
Exchange of Property 

FINDINGS OF FACT FOR ANNEXATIONS Nelson County 
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
SCHOOL FINANCE AND ORGANIZATION
SFN 18856 (10-15) 

\..,.,o be completed bv the Countv Committee after the County Hearing
Regular Annexation Petition Carrier(s) Wayne and Janel Nusvlken 

□ Annexation involving an Mailing Address 4505 24� Avenue NE, Larimore, ND 58251 Exchange of Property

City Larimore 

County Hearing Date Telephone 701-397-5807

March 27, 2018 

I State ND I Zip Code 58251

After the hearing, the County Committee makes Findings of Fact on every one of the following factors A through P, 
pursuant to NDCC section 15.1-12-05(4), to which testimony or documentary evidence was directed at the hearing. 
These Findings of Fact must be based on information provided at the hearing, including the Informational Sheet (SFN 
18858) submitted at the hearing by the county superintendent. These Findings of Fact of the County Committee must be
included in the packet of information provided to the State Board of Public School Education by the County Committee.

The County Committees of Nelson and Grand Forks County (s) hereby makes the following Findings of Fact based
upon the testimony and documentary evidence received at the hearing on _March 27_, 2018 __ , and in
accordance with NDCC section 15.1-12-05.

If this annexation involves an exchange of property, state whether the following requirements of NDCC section 15.1-12-02 are met:

: . Does the signer of the petition reside upon the property sought to be annexed? 181 Yes No

2. Has the approval of one qualified elector from each residence wi_thin the property to be annexed been
181 Yes □ Noobtained?

3. Does the owner of the property in the adjacent district agree to the exchange of property? � Yes □ No

4. Is the difference in taxable valuation of the properties involved in the exchange, $1000 or less? l5Ia Yes □ No

5. Is each property involved in the exchange contiguous to the school district to which it would be
181 Yes □ Noannexed?

Petitioners' School District: Other School District: 
Dakota Prairie #1 Larimore #44 

A. Value of School Property
1. Sites $ 8,000 $ 163,625

2. BuildinQs $ 11,397,000 $ 16,743,056

3. Eauioment $ 2,828,985 $ 3,671,377

B. 1. Outstandino Bonded Indebtedness $ 0 $ 1,415,000

2. Other OutstandinQ Indebtedness $ 0 $ 0

FINDINGS OF FACT FOR ANNEXATIONS Nelson County 
NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
SCHOOL FINANCE AND ORGANIZATION
SFN 18856 (10-15) 

\..,.,o be completed bv the Countv Committee after the County Hearing
Regular Annexation Petition Carrier(s) Wayne and Janel Nusvlken 

□ Annexation involving an Mailing Address 4505 24� Avenue NE, Larimore, ND 58251 Exchange of Property

City Larimore 

County Hearing Date Telephone 701-397-5807

March 27, 2018 

I State ND I Zip Code 58251

After the hearing, the County Committee makes Findings of Fact on every one of the following factors A through P, 
pursuant to NDCC section 15.1-12-05(4), to which testimony or documentary evidence was directed at the hearing. 
These Findings of Fact must be based on information provided at the hearing, including the Informational Sheet (SFN 
18858) submitted at the hearing by the county superintendent. These Findings of Fact of the County Committee must be
included in the packet of information provided to the State Board of Public School Education by the County Committee.

The County Committees of Nelson and Grand Forks County (s) hereby makes the following Findings of Fact based
upon the testimony and documentary evidence received at the hearing on _March 27_, 2018 __ , and in
accordance with NDCC section 15.1-12-05.

If this annexation involves an exchange of property, state whether the following requirements of NDCC section 15.1-12-02 are met:

: . Does the signer of the petition reside upon the property sought to be annexed? 181 Yes No

2. Has the approval of one qualified elector from each residence wi_thin the property to be annexed been
181 Yes □ Noobtained?

3. Does the owner of the property in the adjacent district agree to the exchange of property? � Yes □ No

4. Is the difference in taxable valuation of the properties involved in the exchange, $1000 or less? l5Ia Yes □ No

5. Is each property involved in the exchange contiguous to the school district to which it would be
181 Yes □ Noannexed?

Petitioners' School District: Other School District: 
Dakota Prairie #1 Larimore #44 

A. Value of School Property
1. Sites $ 8,000 $ 163,625

2. BuildinQs $ 11,397,000 $ 16,743,056

3. Eauioment $ 2,828,985 $ 3,671,377

B. 1. Outstandino Bonded Indebtedness $ 0 $ 1,415,000

2. Other OutstandinQ Indebtedness $ 0 $ 0
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Page 2 (12-12) 

C 1. Mill Levies 2017 
Petitioners' School District: Other School District: 

Fund Group 1- General Fund Dakota Prairie #1 Larimore #44 

General Fund - District Property Tax 
68.86 70.00 

1.97 12.00 
Miscellaneous Levy 

High School Tuition Levy 

High School Transportation Levy 

Judgment Levy 

Asbestos Levy 

Technology Levy 

Remodeling Levy 

Alternative Education Program Levy 

Fund Group 2 - Special Reserve 

Special Reserve Levy 3.00 

Fund Group 3 - Capital Prolects 

Building Fund Levy 
10.00 I 

Special Assessments Fund Levy 

Fund Grouo 4 - Debt Service 

Sinking & Interest Fund Levy 
2.88 

Asbestos Bonding Levy 

Judgment Bonding Levy 

Remodeling Bonding Levy 

Alternative Ed Program Bonding Levy 

HVAC Levy - . - .------,------ - -"--=---- ,r 

// TOT AL LEVIES ,• 70.83 97.88 I i 
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Page 3 (12-12) 

j:; 2. The levies for bonded indebtedness to which the petitioned property will be subjected, or from which the petitioned property will be
exempted, as provided in NDCC section 15.1-12-08, if the annexation is approved. (Include here a statement addressing what 

., taxes will apply to the petitioned property if the annexation is approved. For example, will the petitioners be responsible for paying
all taxes in the district attached to and no taxes in the district detached from, or will the petitioners continue to be responsible for 
payment on the bonded debt of the district detached from in addition to all the taxes in the district attached to, etc.? Consider 
NDCC section 15.1-12-08.) 

MOTION: Kristi Berdal moved that the petitioners assume the tax levies of the district to which
'l

he 
petitioned land is attached, including levies for bonded indebtedness. The petitioners 
will not be responsible for tax levies of the district from which the petitioned land is 
detached, including levies for bonded indebtedness. 

. -�··-------·-------
SECOND: Motion seconded by Naomi Ferguson 

VOTE: David Morken 
Kristi Berdal 
Naomi Ferguson 
Karen Retzlaff 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

D. 1. Current Taxable Valuation

2. Taxable Valuation of Petitioned Propee%,
_ (Number of Sections or Acres: 240 ·no/),

3. Taxable Valuation of 1pe71'jto be 
Exchanged, if anv -;z;:; ,... <--1>� lJ '\ 

/ 

4. Taxable Valuation, If Approved

E. 1. Number of Sections in the Districts

2. Geographical Features

3. Boundaries

Petitioners' School District: Other School District: 
Dakota Prairie #1 Larimore #44 

$ 21,673,248 $ 14,603,771 

$ - 8,390

$
- 9,205

+ 1,2oe:- -/ , _ _-,qc

$ 21,674,06�\ ( �602,956) 

907.30 329.50 
Dakota Prairie School District is Larimore School District is basically
basically flat and primarily located in flat and primarily located in Grand 
Nelson County; parts of it extend into 7 Forks County west of the Emerado 
other counties. School District. 
Dakota Prairie's boundaries extend Larimore School District is primarily 
into Walsh, Grand Forks, Griggs, located in Grand Forks County; part 
Steele, Eddy, Benson, and Ramsey extends into Nelson County. It is 
Counties. It is surrounded by the surrounded by the Midway, Fordville-
Fordville-Lankin, Park River Area, Lankin, Dakota Prairie, Northwood, 
Lakota, Devils Lake, Warwick, Emerado, & GF Air Force Base 
Midkota, Griggs County Central, school districts. 
Finley-Sharon, Northwood, & Larimore 
school districts. - �=-�----
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Page 4 (12-12) 

F. Students Attending School (L�., Enrollment):

Kindergarten 

Elementary (grades 1-6) 

Junior High (grades 7-8) 

High School (grades 9-12) 

Total Enrollment 

: G. School Buildin s: 

1 Name, Location (what town?), and 
Grade Levels Offered 

2. Condition

Petitioners' School Distrid· 
Dakota Prairie #1 

21 

130 

52 

85 

,/-;;;)_,,,, 

�irie Elementa
PK-Gr 6 ,, .--

Good 

Dakota Prairie Elementary 38 mile§ 

Other School District• 
Larimore #44 

31 

173 

55 

102 

� 
// 361 /

,/ �

Larimore Elementary PK-Gr 6 

Larimore High School Gr 7 -12 

Good 

3. D;;.::) Students Living in Petitioned Area
- wo��ve to travel to Attend Schools 

L-------------L-----�==--�-----.:..��...) 
H. Location and Condition of:

1. Roads

2. Highways

3. Natural Barriers

County Road 35 - Paved, Good 
Condition 

Rural location of the route to the 
Dakota Prairie Public Schools, less 
traveled roads, harder access to 
children in case of transportation 
breakdowns or stonns, fewer 
occu ied residences alon the route 

US Hwy 2, ND Hwy 32, ND Hwy 15: 
Paved, Good Condition 

Winter weather conditions 

Roads are pavement with 
highways east & west & south. 
There is one mile of gravel from 
property to pavement. 

Co Rd 11, US Hwy 2, ND Hwy 18: 
Paved, Good Condition 

Snowfall may be problem every 
once in a while. 
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Page 5 (12-12) 

1.1. Names and ages of all children residing on the property to be annexed (by family): 

Jenna Christine Nusviken 
Amelia Marie Nusviken 
Laura Alexis Nusviken 

Age6 
Age2 
Age0 

DOB 02 -04-2012 
DOB 01 -09-2016 
DOB 12-05-2017 

I. 2 .  Conditions aff re of students residing on the property to be annexed: 
.ol . s en ISfP more c 

ty i�_�s. 

·rie Elementa to aaittieiiiniadsschichiooco>ll
a
ac1ctitl\vii11 ieers;-,, �enld-t�ea�c�her conference, school concerts, extracurricular 

.. 1-5� !,;;. • u �!__S; 
rimore School District is already providing�us transportatiQD}or Jenna 

� 
In the rimore School District, bus service to o�n enroll

r;:
students isn't guaranteed (subject to approval on

. 
case-by- case basis 

dependin on distance from scnool buildings) T . 
� J{l.,Vl • ' . • - . L .• \ .· � .. ,,.�;:i�;; 

J. Boundaries of other Governmental Entities

K. Educational needs of communities in each
affected district:

L Potential savinas in· 

1. Transportation services

2. Administrative services

'Vt()� \ /,-\ / --+ r �. __ __.......... 
G,·Ft-5 

�#1.,,t-, 

Petitioners' School District: 
Dakota Prairie #1 

Dakota Prairie shares boundaries with 
the Fordville-Lankin, Park River Area, 
Lakota, Devils Lake, Warwick, 
Midkota, Griggs County Central, 
Finley-Sharon, Northwood, & Larimore 
school districts. 

Dakota Prairie has Preschool through 
12 th Grade. 

None projected 

None projected 

P;'tf, 

Other School District: 
Larimore #44 

Larimore shares boundaries with the 
Midway, Fordville-Lankin, Dakota 
Prairie, Northwood, Emerado, & GF 
Air orce Base school districts. n 

rs use postal service 

Preschool 
rade. 

None projected 

None projected 
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Page 6 (12-12) 

M. Change in disparity in per student valuation:

1. Current per student valuation
K-12

(Current Taxable Valuation divided by Enrollment) 

2. There are 3 children in the area 
sought to be annexed, __ 1 __ ofwhom 
are ages 4-17. 

3. Per student valuation, if approved (resulting
from computations above, right)

4. Approval of the annexation will result in an
increase/c:iosreaso ( cross out one) in the
difference in per student valuation by:

5. Petitioned property's per student
valuation

$ 75,254.33 

Taxable valuation, if approved 
Enrollment, if approved 

$ 

= Per student valuation if approved 

Use the above formula to determine the per student valuation, if approved, for each 
school district: 

Petitioners' School District: 
Dakota Prairie#

� 
$21,674,063 $75,257.16 

-- = 

_288 _ _o_

$ 

(Per student 
valuation, if 
approved) 

Difference: 

Taxable valuation of petitioned propetl)t 
Number of students, ages 4-17 

living on petitioned property 

$8,390 
I 

Other School District: 
Larimore #44 --r-,1 

$14,602,956 

_361_ + _o_

= 
(Per student 
valuation, if 
approved) 

= Per student valuation of 
petitioned property 

$8,390 

N. Potential to equalize or increase the educational opportunities for students in each affected district

No relevant testimony 
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Page7 (12-12) 
0. Alt other Relevant Factors: 

,,--..._ 
I � •, 

d • wife do �to h�-
rt �e [?,� �!airie Scti�ol District in a,ry/�ay. ��se to

��:_.) 

( 5 0 _,,,�..,�
,1
'/;l 'T d.,c.:J {-�--12_1}-;,y 

rintendent testified that he is in favor of the annexation petition, and appreciated the petitioners using 

ntist and eye a ·more Pu 1c S
. . 

•. 

Petitioners want to be able to vote in schoot-.t>oard elections where their cf!Kd attends school. 

Petitioners want to be able to be elected to the school board in the future. 
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Page 8 (12-12) 
Based upon the following reasons, which weighed most importantly to the ___ Nelson. _____ County 
Committee, the County Committee (approves/disapproves) (cross out one) (check one of the items listed below): 

□ 
181 

1. 

2. 

The annexation of a part of the __________ Public School District to the 
____________ Public School District. 
The annexation involving an exchange of property between the __ Dakota Prairie __ Public 
School District and the ___ Larimore __ Public School District. 

Reasons: (The reasons stated here must be included as a part of the motion to either approve or disapprove the annexation. Also. the Findings of Fact in the foregoing A through P must support the reasons.) 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

Motion: Karen Retzlaff moved that the Nelson County School District Annexation & Reorganization Committee accept the 
Findings of Fact as reviewed and agreed upon. 

Second: Motion was seconded by Kristi Berdal. 

Vote: David Morken - Yes, Kristi Berdal - Yes, Naomi Ferguson - Yes, Karen Retzlaff - Yes, Susan Schultz (Absent). 

Motion carried. 

PETITION FOR ANNEXATION 

Motion: Naomi Ferguson moved that the Nelson County School District Annexation & Reorganization Committee 
approves the petition for the following reasons: 

--Child is already open enrolled in the Larimore School District 
--Travel more convenient for the family due to their proximity to Larimore and services accessed by the family. 
--No testimony against the petition. 
--Both school superintendents testified in favor of the petition. 
--Least harm to each school district with the exchange of property. 
--Ability of petitioners to vote in school board elections and run for school board. 

Second: Motion was seconded by Karen Retzlaff. 

Vote: David Morken - Yes, Kristi Berdal - Yes, Naomi Ferguson - Yes, Karen Retzlaff- Yes, Susan Schultz (Absent). 

Motion carried. 

I Date: March 27, 2018 County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 
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Page 8 (12-12) 
Based upon the following reasons. which weighed most importantly to the ___ Nelson _____ County
Committee, the County Committee (approves/disapproves) (cross out one) (check one of the items listed below): 

□ 
r2J 

1. 

2.

The annexation of a part of the __________ Public School District to the
___________ Public School District. 
The annexation involving an exchange of property between the __ Dakota Prairie __ Public
School District and the ___ Larimore __ Public School District. 

Reasons: (The reasons stated here must be included as a part of the motion to either approve or disapprove the annexation. Also, the 
Findings of Fact in the foregoing A through P must support the reasons.) 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

Motion: /ff Cell J?ef z. / a ff moved that the Nelson County School District Annexation &
Reorganization ommittee accept the Findings of Fact as reviewed and agreed upon. 

Second: Motion was seconded by kn· sfi ]3erda / 

Vote: David Morken�. Susan Schultz� Kristi Berdalk, Naomi Ferguson Yes , Karen Retzlaff Yes .
Motion carried. 

PETITION FOR ANNEXATION 

Motion: __ ...,N�a..__o ........ m ........ i ___ Fec ___ ...__� ..... ,....u ____ s ____ o_n-=---- moved that the Nelson County School District Annexation &

Reorganization Committee l( 'DD ro V.e..Sr, the petition for the following reasons: 

CJ, i Id i ::i a_ I rea:dy t>-p e.n -er, r� tied ; 11 Lari m�re . . 
--travel more conVenienf {2(!, +ne fr>mily d..�e+o #ieirprox1rn1 lyfo
la,r-; mo re f �vi c.es accessed by +he ,n1R11 /y,
tv� fes-hmony aga,ns-f-fhe pe.fi/itJn . . 
E>o-fh Schc" I Slips. +-es-h-6" ed ) 11 .fuvtY trf flu f eh h tJn 
Lea.sf harm fo each &:J,t>a/ d1s-lr1c.f wiH, M exch�e of frtiper 
A hi Ii 1-y -fo ye, fe in sc..hoo I bd a.rd e/�cf1 tJns cf ru..n f&- sdt110/ Dot).,rj ,

Second: Motion was seconded by Kacm 12,..f z...loff
Vote: David Morken Jt:i__, Susan Schultz �risti Berdal../ez_, Naomi Ferguson�, Karen Retzlaff yes 

Motion carried. 

I 
Date: March 27, 2018 

County C 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 
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FINDINGS OF FACT FOR ANNEXATIONS Grand Forks County 

0 

NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
SCHOOL FINANCE AND ORGANIZATION 
SFN 18856 (10-15) 

compIet ed b h C 1yt e ount, C ft ommittee a er the C ountv HearinQ 
Regular Annexation Petition Carrier(s) Wayne and Janel Nusviken 

Annexation involving an Mailing Address 4505 24"' Avenue NE, Larimore, ND 58251 Exchange of Property 

City Larimore 

County Hearing Date Telephone 701-397-5807

March 27, 2018 

I State ND I Zip Code 58251

After the hearing, the County Committee makes Findings of Fact on every one of the following factors A through P, 
pursuant to NDCC section 15.1-12-05(4), to which testimony or documentary evidence was directed at the hearing. 
These Findings of Fact must be based on information provided at the hearing, including the Informational Sheet (SFN 
18858) submitted at the hearing by the county superintendent. These Findings of Fact of the County Committee must be 
included in the packet of information provided to the State Board of Public School Education by the County Committee. 

The County Committees of Nelson and Grand Forks County (s) hereby makes the following Findings of Fact based 
upon the testimony and documentary evidence received at the hearing on _March 27_, 2018 __ , and in 
accordance with NDCC section 15.1-12-05. 

If this annexation involves an exchange of property, state whether the following requirements of NDCC section 15.1-12-02 are met: 

. Does the signer of the petition reside upon the property sought to be annexed? 181 Yes No 
2. Has the approval of one qualified elector from each residence within the property to be annexed been

181 Yes D No obtained?

3. Does the owner of the property in the adjacent district agree to the exchange of property? fii:l Yes D No 

4. Is the difference in taxable valuation of the properties involved in the exchange, $1000 or less? � Yes D No 
5. Is each property involved in the exchange contiguous to the school district to which it would be

181 Yes D No annexed?

Petitioners' School District: Other School District: 
Dakota Prairie #1 Larimore #44 

A. Value of School Property
1. Sites $ 8,000 $ 163,625 

2. Buildinos $ 11,397,000 $ 16,743,056 

3. Eauioment $ 2,828,985 $ 3,671,377 

B. 1. Outstandina Bonded Indebtedness $ 0 $ 1,415,000 

2. Other Outstandino Indebtedness $ 0 $ 0 

•·



NORTH DAKOTA GUIDE TO ANNEXATIONS Page 81

Page 2 (12·12} 

C 1. Mill Levies 2017 
Petitioners' School District: Other School District: 

Fund Group 1- General Fund Dakota Prairie #1 Larimore #44 .. 
General Fund - District Property Tax 

68.86 70.00 

Miscellaneous Levy 
1.97 12.00 

High School Tuition Levy 

High School Transportation Levy 

Judgment Levy 

Asbestos Levy 

Technology Levy 

Remodeling Levy 

Alternative Education Program Levy 

Fund Group 2 - Special Reserve 

Special Reserve Levy 3.00 

I 
Fund Group 3 - Capital Projects 

Building Fund Levy 
10.00 

Special Assessments Fund Levy 

Fund Group 4 - Debt Service 

Sinking & Interest Fund levy 
2.88 

Asbestos Bonding Levy 

Judgment Bonding Levy 

Remodeling Bonding Levy 

Alternative Ed Program Bonding Levy 

HVAC Levy 

TOT AL LEVIES 70.83 97.88 

..) 
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Page 3 (12-12) 

� 2. The levies for bonded indebtedness to which the petitioned property will be subjected, or from which the petitioned property will be 
exempted, as provided in NDCC section 15.1-12-08, if the annexation is approved. (Include here a statement addressing what 

• taxes will apply to the petitioned property if the annexation is approved. For example, will the petitioners be responsible for paying
all taxes in the district attached to and no taxes in the district detached from, or will the petitioners continue to be responsible for
payment on the bonded debt of the district detached from in addition to all the taxes in the district attached to, etc.? Consider
NDCC section 15.1-12-08.)

MOTION: Mark Sanford moved that the petitioners assume the tax levies of the district to which the 
petitioned land is attached, including levies for bonded indebtedness. The petitioners 
will not be responsible for tax levies of the district from which the petitioned land is 
detached, including levies for bonded indebtedness. 

SECOND: Motion seconded by John Clemens. 

VOTE: Richard Ray 
John Clemens 
Gerald DeVaal 
Mark Sanford 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

Petitioners' School District: 
Dakota Prairie #1 

D. 1. Current Taxable Valuation

$ 21,673,248 
2. Taxable Valuation of Petitioned Property

{Number of Sections or Acres: 240 ) $ 8,390 
3. Taxable Valuation of Property to be

Exchanged, if any

4. Taxable Valuation, If Approved

E. 1. Number of Sections in the Districts

2. Geographical Features

3. Boundaries

�

$ 21,674,063 

907.30 
Dakota Prairie School DiStrict is 
basically flat and primarily located in 
Nelson County; parts of it extend into 7 
other counties. 

Dakota Prairie's boundaries extend 
into Walsh, Grand Forks, Griggs, 
Steele, Eddy, Benson, and Ramsey 
Counties. It is surrounded by the 
Fordville-Lankin, Park River Area, 
Lakota, Devils Lake, Warwick, 
Midkota, Griggs County Central, 
Finley-Sharon, Northwood, & Larimore 
school districts. 

Other School District: 
Larimore #44 

$ 14,603,771 

$ 9,205 

$ 14,602,956 

329.50 
Larimore School District is basically 
flat and primarily located in Grand 
Forks County west of the Emerado 
School District. 

Larimore School District is primarily 
located in Grand Forks County; part 
extends into Nelson County. It is 
surrounded by the Midway, Fordville­
Lankin, Dakota Prairie, Northwood, 
Emerado, & GF Air Force Base 
school districts. 
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Page 4 (12-12) 

p etitioners' School District: Other School District: 
F. Students Attendino School (i.e., Enrollment): Dakota Prairie #1 Larimore #44 ' 

Kindergarten 21 31 

Elementary (grades 1-6) 130 173 

Junior High (grades 7-8) 52 55 

High School (grades 9-12) 85 102 

Total Enrollment 288 361 

• G. School Buildinas:
Dakota Prairie Elementary, McVille 

1 Name, Location (what town?), and PK-Gr6 Larimore Elementary PK-Gr 6 
Grade Levels Offered 

Dakota Prairie High School, Larimore High School Gr 7-12 
Petersbura Gr 7-12 

2. Condition Good Good 

3. Distance Students Living in Petitioned Area Dakota Prairie Elementary 38 miles Larimore Elementary 16 miles 
would have to travel to Attend Schools

Dakota Prairie High School 11 miles Larimore High School 16 miles _J 
H. Location and Condition of:

County Road 35- Paved, Good Roads are pavement with 
Condition highways east & west & south. 

1. Roads There is one mile of gravel from 
property to pavement. 

US Hwy 2, ND Hwy 32, ND Hwy 15: Co Rd 11, US Hwy 2, ND Hwy 18: 
2. Highways Paved, Good Condition Paved, Good Condition 

I 

Winter weather conditions Snowfall may be problem every 
once in a while. 

3. Natural Barriers
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Page 5 (12-12) 

I 1.1 . Names and ages of all children residing on the property to be annexed (by family): 

• 
Jenna Christine Nusviken Age6 DOB 02 -04-2012 
Amelia Marie Nusviken Age2 DOB 01-09-2016 
Laura AleXis Nusviken Age0 DOB 12-05-2017 

I. 2. Conditions affecting the welfare of students residing on the property to be annexed:

Transportation convenience was important to the family. 

One of the children is already open enrolled to La�

• 

Petitioners' School District: Other School District: 
Dakota Prairie #1 Larimore #44 

Dakota Prairie shares boundaries with Larimore shares boundaries with the 
the Fordville-Lankin, Park River Area, Midway, Fordville-Lankin, Dakota 

J. Boundaries of other Governmental Entities Lakota, Devils Lake, Warwick, Prairie, Northwood, Emerado, & GF 
Midkota, Griggs County Central, Air Force Base school districts. 
Finley-Sharon, Northwood, & Larimore 
school districts. 
Dakota Prairie has Preschool through Larimore has Preschool 

K. Educational needs of communities in each 12'h Grade. through 12 th Grade. 
affected district:

L Potential savinas in-

1. Transportation services None projected None projected 

None projected None projected 2 .  Administrative services 
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Page 6 (12-12) 

M. Change in disparity in per student valuation:

1. Current per student valuation
K-12

(Current Taxable Valuation divided by Enrollment) 

2. There are 3 children in the area 

3. 

4. 

sought to be annexed, __ 1 __ of whom 
are ages 4-17. 

Per student valuation, if approved (resulting 
from computations above, right) 

Approval of the annexation will result in an 
increase/eosr:ease (cross out one) in the 
difference in per student valuation by: 

5. Petitioned property's per student
valuation

I 
Difference: 

s 34,800.67 

$ 75,254.33 

Taxable valuation , if approved 
Enrollment, if approved 

I $ 40,453.66 

= Per student valuation if approved 

Use the above formula to determine the per student valuation, if approved, for each 
school district: 

Petitioners· School District: 
Dakota Prairie #1 

$21,674,063 

_ 288_ - _o_ 

s 
$75,257.16 

$ 

$75,257.16 

(Per student 
valuation, if 
approved) 

Difference: 

34,805.76 
I 

5.09 

Taxable valuation of petitioned proee!!Y 
Number of students, ages 4-17 

living on petitioned property 

$8,390 
1 

Other School District: 
Larimore #44 

$14,602,956 .. 
_361_ + _o _ 

$ 40,451.40 

$40,451.40 

(Per student 
valuation, if 
approved) 

= Per student valuation of 
petitioned property 

$8,390 

N. Potential to equalize or increase the educational opportunities for students in each affected district

I 
... 

' 
... 
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Page7 (12-12) 
0. All other Relevant Factors:

The petition met all legal conditions for annexation by an exchange of property. 

Both school districts were in favor of approving the annexation petition. 

Petitioner made efforts to minimize negative impact to Dakota Prairie by choosing to exchange property into 
Dakota Prairie school district. 

Because it is an exchange, the petitioners are not benefitting financially; it is more about convenience. 

Superintendent from Dakota Prairie testified in favor of the annexation petition. 

No opposition testimony. 

Petitioners cannot currently vote for school board or run for school board. 
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Page 8 (12-12) 
Based upon the following reasons, which weighed most importantly to the __ Grand Forks ____ County 
Committee, the County Committee {approves/disapproves) (cross out one) (check one of the items listed below): 

1. 

2. 

The annexation of a part of the __________ Public School District to the 
____________ Public School District. 
The annexation involving an exchange of property between the __ Dakota Prairie __ Public 
School District and the ___ Larimore __ Public School District. 

Reasons: (The reasons stated here must be included as a part of the motion to either approve or disapprove the annexation. Also, the 
Findings of Fact in the foregoing A through P must support the reasons.) 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

Motion: Gerald DeVaal moved that the Grand Forks County School District Annexation & Reorganization Committee 
accept the Findings of Fact as reviewed and agreed upon. 

Second: Motion was seconded by Mark Sanford. 

Vote: Mark Sanford - Approve, Richard Ray - Approve, John Clemens- Approve, Gerald DeVaal- Approve, Mike Hanson 
{Absent). 

Motion carried. 

PETITION FOR ANNEXATION 

Motion: Gerald DeVaal moved that the Grand Forks County School District Annexation & Reorganization Committee 
approve the petition for the following reasons: 

--Met all legal conditions for annexation. 
--Transportation and convenience. 
--Both school districts were in favor. 
--Petitioner made efforts to minimize negative impact on Dakota Prairie. 
--No opposition testimony. 
--Child is already open enrolled to Larimore. 

Second: Motion was seconded by Mark Sanford. 

Vote: Mark Sanford -Approve, Richard Ray - Approve, John Clemens- Approve, Gerald DeVaal- Approve, 
Mike Hanson (Absent). 

Motion carried. 

I Date: March 27, 2018 County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 
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Page 8 (12-12) 
Based upon the following reasons, which weighed most importantly to the __ Grand Forks ____ County
Committee, the County Committee (approves/disapproves) (cross out one) (check one of the items listed below):

1. 

2.

The annexation of a part of the __________ Public School District to the
____________ Public School District. 
The annexation involving an exchange of property between the __ Dakota Prairie __ Public
School District and the ___ Larimore __ Public School District. 

Reasons: (fhe reasons stated here must be included as a part of the motion to either approve or disapprove the annexation. Also, the 
Findings of Fact in the foregoing A through P must support the reasons.) 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

Motion: beea /J) i1,1&;,0, � moved that the Grand Forks County School District Annexation
& Reorganization Committee accept the Findings of Fact as reviewed and agreed upon. 

Second: Motion was seconded by __._tfl ........ a .... r .... (_�_ .... 11_.f;,�r&,....,_· ________ _ 
Vot�: Mark_ Sanford !/,pave , Richard Ray 14/frov� , John Clemens .Aerovf, Gerald DeVaal ........
Motion earned. Mike Hanson..ura:t:.��ia:IIJ--l 

PETITION FOR ANNEXATION 

Motion: Ger ad& /)e Vna ( moved that the Grand Forks County School District 

Annexation & Reorganization Committee 11/PCthV the petition for the following reasons: 

7, rJ1 ,Q,,f a/ ( (-e9ec.J �orid>(o t-t s �r t7 ,t/1 "1XtL +-r � vi ,
J., Ira 115for �'"1. t I � ,,, co.cf Con u--ef'l ,enc -e_
3 1 loi h. .s<!Jo" l dZ.s+rtcix We(-'<- , " h vc r, 
't. f .__ \.., \... °" "' r ,11. J " e_ � ( +s +-o J1f I � I ,,., ; J e_ /k yv!rfM_ I ht/" Cf ""'

[)l{(o h. P!4i(l't' I 

�- //lo fJffC'�r't-,oY} �s+,mtmy 
b . c_/4· }J 15 tlfr��y oie"' e/11°rf�t1 -h Lar11'1'tore. .

Second: Motion was seconded by �" K �,... {;r-J 

Vote: Mark Sanford Qf(f s> v e , Richard Ray 4'@v e . John Clemens /1,iove . Gerald DeVaal,--11-QNJ.Ll�-1 
Mike Hanson 

��-F-_,::;;.,;:.='-'-'::,'--f Motion carried. 

I 
Date: March 27, 2018 

C 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

County Committee Member Signature 

\ 
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� Parcels CJ District 7 

- City Street CJ Eight Mile 6 

CJ Sections CJ Annexation

N 

1 
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23 

Yeiter Annexation 
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Appendix 7: Sample County Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
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Appendix 8: Sample Affidavits
of Publication  
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