
STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

July 15, 2019 
 

Members of the State Board of Public School Education met in the Peace Garden 

Room, State Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota, Monday, July 15, 2019, beginning at 9:03 a.m. 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Brian Duchscherer. The following State Board 

members were in attendance for the meeting: 

 Dr. Brian Duchscherer 
 Sonia Meehl  
 Jeff Fastnacht 

Josh Johnson 
Maria Effertz Hanson 

 Dr. Steven Holen 
 Superintendent Kirsten Baesler  
  
 APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

The June 17, 2019 minutes require the following revisions:   

1. Change Ms. Johnson to Mr. Johnson.  

2. Revise results of roll call vote to a unanimous decision on approval.  

3. Revise and modify the listing of reasons to approve the Hoglund annexation.  

Ms. Meehl moved that the minutes of the June 17, 2019 meeting be approved with 

three amendments. Ms. Effertz Hanson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Review Dissolution for Central Elementary School District #32 in Slope County 

All meetings of the State Board of Public School Education reviewing dissolutions are 

required to be posted in the affected counties’ papers 14 days prior to the meeting. This was 

not done, therefore, review and discussion can happen but no decision on the dissolution but 

can be made at this time.  Minutes will include details on the discussion so when the decision 

is made, the members can be refreshed on the discussion that was held. 

Jackie Kathrein, Slope County Superintendent of Schools, testified. Slope County is unique in 

that 2/3 of it is primarily badlands with the river running through.  

Candidate for the teaching position declined position, so they have no teacher. Families have 

expected this closure for some time.  The District is proceeding with the dissolution for 

several reasons, the most important of which are the following: 



1. No teachers; and 

2. Students have been or are open enrolled in other school districts 

The difference between New England and Bowman is around $700,000 in property value 

taxation.   The decision to proceed was based more on the map than dissolution decision.  

All students have open enrolled currently in other districts. 

The land followed most of the students. 

Students that attend in New England will continue because parent works there, and those 

students have made friends and are comfortable there. 

Golva is K-8 and property can’t be annexed there so student will continue in Lone Tree. She 

will need to be open enrolled from Beach into the Golva school district. 

Parents preference and flow of traffic were taken into consideration. A large amount of traffic 

flows south to Bowman where people do their business.  

The school has been around for a long time, with most families have been sending to either 

Bowman or New England as Amidon has no daycare.  

Does the county and city all know this is happening? Jackie will put information in county 

paper after decisions are made. 

Central Elementary buildings are being turned over to the city. Talked about selling however 

city of Amidon did not want the building sold. City wanted the building as a quit claim deed 

so process started last Tuesday evening at board meeting. The states attorney drew up the 

deed. 

7 families (27) attending Bowman district - 2.3 million property value Student 

valuation/$52,495 

6 families (6) attending New England district - 528,000 property value Student 

valuation/$52,694 

Beach has one family with one student. 

White Lake is valued higher than those attending Bowman. 

The packet is different regarding the property- the dissolution plan heard and approved at 

the County Committee hearing indicates that the buildings will be sold with the proceeds 

distributed, but Ms. Kathrein testified the buildings are being given to the city of Amidon. 

The school district can’t donate the building without receiving any compensation for it. 



This raises concern. The packet was assembled prior to the discussion on the quit claim deed. 

Jackie Kathrein needs to be in contact with the state’s attorney and county so this 

information can be included in the packet as more information on this process will need to 

be included in the packet. 

Two political subdivisions can exchange property however, assets can not be donated. The 

benefit of these buildings should be following the high school students. 

There are other districts that will have these decisions to make. Ms. Kathrein was 

recommended to reach out to real estate attorneys who have experience with public school 

buildings and how to work through this issue. 

All districts involved would need to agree with this decision.  The School Board Assn attorney 

Amy DeKok may also be a good resource. 

Need to get the best price and all options need to be explored. 

Be aware constituents will require due diligence. This packet was heard at the county. If 

packet is revised, it would require an additional county hearing regarding the property. The 

entire packet would not need to be redone however that section would need to be amended 

after another county hearing with constituents. 

This dissolution would not take effect until July 1, 2020 so there is time to review this 

information.  

Jackie Kathrein will inform board president and the city of the property issue. 

Adam Tescher and Donna Fishbeck would be able to answer questions going forward. 

This board will not put this dissolution on the agenda until new information has been 

received by Slope County Superintendent of Schools. 

Discussion on item is complete 

 
FINAL APPROVAL OF DRAFT FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, AND ORDER, 
FOR THE FOLLOWING ANNEXATIONS 

 
The State Board members reviewed the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, 

and Order as prepared by Allyson Hicks, Assistant Attorney General, for the annexation of a 

part of Williams County School District #8 to Williston School District #1 (Burch petition).  

Motion was made by Ms. Meehl to approve the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, 

and Order.  Ms. Superintendent Baesler seconded the motion.   



Result of roll call vote: 
       Ms. Effertz-Hanson – aye 
       Dr. Holen – aye 
       Ms. Meehl - aye 
       Superintendent Baesler – aye 
       Mr. Fastnacht – aye 
       Mr. Johnson – aye 
       Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
       Motion carried. 
 

The State Board members reviewed the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, 

and Order as prepared by Allyson Hicks, Assistant Attorney General, for the annexation of a 

part of Williams County School District #8 to Williston School District #1 (Espeland petition).  

Motion was made by Superintendent Baesler to approve the draft Findings of Fact, 

Conclusions of Law, and Order.  Dr. Holen seconded the motion.   

Result of roll call vote: 
       Ms. Effertz-Hanson – aye 
       Dr. Holen – aye 
       Ms. Meehl - aye 
       Superintendent Baesler – aye 
       Mr. Fastnacht – aye 
       Mr. Johnson - aye 
       Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
       Motion carried. 
 

The State Board members reviewed the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, 

and Order as prepared by Allyson Hicks, Assistant Attorney General, for the annexation of a 

part of Williams County School District #8 to Williston School District #1 (Vargus petition).  

Motion was made by Superintendent Baesler to approve the draft Findings of Fact, 

Conclusions of Law, and Order.  Ms. Effertz Hanson seconded the motion.   

Result of roll call vote: 
       Ms. Effertz-Hanson – aye 
       Dr. Holen – aye 
       Ms. Meehl - aye 
       Mr. Fastnacht – aye 
       Mr. Johnson - aye        
       Superintendent Baesler – aye 
       Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
       Motion carried 

 



The State Board members reviewed the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, 

and Order as prepared by Allyson Hicks, Assistant Attorney General, for the annexation of a 

part of Williams County School District #8 to Williston School District #1 (Hoglund petition).  

Motion was made by Ms. Effertz Hanson to amend the final approval of draft findings of fact, 

conclusion of law, and order to include the finding of one lot, one family.  Ms. Meehl seconded 

the motion.  

Result of roll call vote: 
       Ms. Effertz-Hanson – aye 
       Dr. Holen – aye 
       Ms. Meehl – aye 
       Mr. Fastnacht – aye 
       Mr. Johnson - aye 
       Superintendent Baesler – aye 
       Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
      Motion carried 
 

The State Board members reviewed the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, 

and Order as prepared by Allyson Hicks, Assistant Attorney General, for the annexation of a 

part of Williams County School District #8 to Williston School District #1 (Hoglund petition).  

Motion was made by Ms. Meehl to approve the amended draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions 

of Law, and Order.  Ms. Effertz Hanson seconded the motion.   

      Result of roll call vote: 
       Ms. Effertz-Hanson – aye 
       Dr. Holen – aye 
       Ms. Meehl – aye 
       Mr. Fastnacht – aye 
       Mr. Johnson - aye 
       Superintendent Baesler – aye 
       Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
      Motion carried 
 
Meeting recessed for 10 minutes. 
Meeting reconvened 10:20 am. 
 
Agenda item #4 approve K-12 Coordinating Council Draft Materials. 

Draft documents included in packet:  

 SB2215 legislation passed. 



Current list of council members: Complete list of council members identified by July 

31, 2019. 

Decision needs to be made by the council whether they wish to hire an executive 

director. Three opportunities for the council to consider: 

1) Job description (revise budget amount to say includes salary and benefits)  

Take out required background check as council doesn’t have authority to 

request this. 

2) RFP (OMB would be the issuer of the RFP as this is only a draft) 

3) List of pre-approved vendors on state procurement website 

Council will need to contact the Attorney General’s office to request legal counsel. 

Also need to consider and evaluate a budget. 

Total of $189,000 appropriated.  

These numbers are based on North Dakota Education Technology Council 

budget costs. 

Draft agenda presented. 

 Add item to agenda regarding requesting legal counsel from Attorney 

General’s office. 

 Add list of pre-approved vendors for possible contacts for staff 

Required to have four meetings in 2019 and four meetings in 2020. Annual reports to 

State Board and Legislative Management. 

The State Board would like to add to a future board agenda that this council provide 

an update on the business and process made by this council. 

Motion made to approve the K-12 Coordinating Council draft materials with 

recommendations to add agenda items: requesting legal counsel, list of pre-approved 

vendors, and council provide update to this board by Mr. Fastnacht. Ms. Meehl 

seconded the motion. 

Ms. Effertz-Hanson – aye 
       Dr. Holen – aye 
     Ms. Meehl – aye 
     Mr. Fastnacht – aye 
    Mr. Johnson - aye 
  Superintendent Baesler – aye 

Dr. Duchscherer – aye 



Motion carried 
 

This board must set K-12 Coordinating Council’s first meeting date. They are to have 

enough members to have a quorum which will happen by July 31, 2019. Motion made 

by Ms. Effertz Hanson to hold the first meeting of the K-12 Coordinating Council on 

August 12, 2019 1:00pm – 5:00pm with the location to be determined and reserved 

by NDDPI. Mr. Fastnacht seconded the motion. Carried unanimously. 

Meeting of this board in August has been cancelled as few members will be able to attend. 

This board will meet again in September. 

Agenda items for joint board will be brought to this board for September meeting. 

September 10, 2019 is date set for vote on the Hope/Page reorganization. 

There being no other business brought before the board, the meeting adjourned at 

approximately 10:50 a.m. 

 

 


