
STATE BOARD OF PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

February 18, 2020 

 

Members of the State Board of Public School Education met in the Peace Garden 

Room, State Capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota, Tuesday, February 18, 2020.  The meeting was 

called to order by Vice Chair Sonia Meehl at 1:03 PM. The following State Board members 

were in attendance for the meeting: 

 Ms. Sonia Meehl  

 Superintendent Kirsten Baesler 

 Mr. Jeff Fastnacht 

Mr. Josh Johnson 

 Ms. Maria Effertz Hanson  

 Dr. Steve Holen  

 Absent:  Dr. Brian Duchscherer 

  

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Mr. Fastnacht moved that the minutes of the January 21, 2020 meeting be approved.  

Mr. Johnson seconded the motion.  Discussion was held regarding a discrepancy in the 

January minutes.  An amended motion was made by Mr. Fastnacht to correct the January 

minutes to match the Findings of Fact. Mr. Johnson seconded the amendment. The 

amendment passed unanimously.  A voice vote was required because the minutes had been 

amended.  Results of roll call vote: 

Ms. Effertz Hanson - yes 

Mr. Johnson - yes 

Dr. Holen - yes 

Mr. Fastnacht - yes 

Superintendent Baesler - yes 

Ms. Meehl – yes 

Motion carried unanimously.   



HOLD HEARING, DISCUSS, AND TAKE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING 

ANNEXATION (PACKINEAU PETITION)  

 

     Vice Chair Meehl explained the process of a hearing and then turned the meeting over to      

Administrative Law Judge Timothy Dawson to conduct the hearing on the annexation of 

property from the New Town Public School District No. 1 to the Parshall Public School 

District No. 3 (Packineau petition).  The hearing began at 1:10 PM and was conducted under 

the authority of Chapter 15.1-12 of the North Dakota Century Code.  Judge Dawson admitted 

the annexation packet into evidence as Exhibit #1.  Judge Dawson noted that the rules of 

evidence would be waived at this hearing per NDCC Section 28-32-24.   

      Jodi Johnson, Mountrail County Superintendent of Schools designee, was called to testify.  

Ms. Johnson reviewed the annexation packet, the lots involved, and where petitioners lived.  

Ms. Johnson gave a detailed explanation of page 11 from the annexation packet, which 

outlined each family and which school they were currently attending.   

     Judge Dawson called for any county committee members wishing to testify.  

County Committee member: 

     Kelly Woessner, county committee member, testified as to the travel situations students 

are currently in and stressed that what the county committee looked at was what was really 

in the best interest of the children and where they would get their education with the least 

amount of travel.   

Petitioner:  

     Alice A Harwood, petitioner, testified that there was an election held in the Parshall 

school district for the school board and that when residents showed up to vote they were 

informed that they were not in the Parshall district, they were in the New Town school 

district.  Ms. Harwood was asked to help to bring the Parshall Bay subdivision into the 

Parshall school district. She stressed the importance of a good education for the children 

involved and the importance of parents being able to help make decisions for the school 

district in which their children are being educated.   

In Support:  

     Bandy Poitra, resident of Parshall Bay, testified that he is a part of a blended family in 

these two districts.  He further testified that it was discouraging to be turned away when he 



showed up to vote in a school board election as well as not being able to vote on a bond issue.  

He also addressed concerns with travel and dangerous road conditions.   

     Mervin Packineau, council representative for the Three Affiliated Tribes, testified that it 

is his property that the houses in question are on.  He petitioned to get the land zoned for 

residential development and testified that it’s just been about four years that there have been 

houses on this land. He further testified that this land is in the Parshall/Lucky Mound area 

on the reservation and that is why residents believed that when they moved there they were 

living in the Parshall school district.  

     Jodi Johnson, Mountrail County Superintendent designee, asked to readdress the board.  

She provided additional information about another part of the Parshall school district that 

was not on the map as it is located in McLean County.   

     Shane Sagert, Parshall superintendent, testified providing clarification on some of the 

numbers in the annexation packet stating that there were 35 students now attending the 

Parshall school and 12 attending New Town.  Mr. Sagert affirmed that there was no intent to 

limit open enrollments between the two districts.   

     Michelle Hoff, Parshall school board president, testified that it was when the bond 

referendum came to a vote that it was discovered that the houses on Packineau Lane were 

not a part of the Parshall school district.  She further testified that having grown up in the 

area, it was historically thought to be a part of Parshall.   

     Judge Dawson asked for any further testimony or any clarification.  Allyson Hicks asked 

that Jodi Johnson be recalled to the podium for a point of clarification. 

     Jodi Johnson, Mountrail County Superintendent designee was asked by Ms. Hicks about 

the 5 additional students that Mr. Sagert mentioned in his testimony.  Ms. Johnson clarified 

that additional children had moved into the district since the time the annexation had been 

initiated.   

     Ms. Meehl asked that Mervin Packineau be recalled to the podium for additional 

information.   

     Mervin Packineau, council representative for the Three Affiliated Tribes, returned to the 

podium and was asked by Ms. Meehl about 18.44 undeveloped acres included in the 

annexation as the board historically uses as a reason to support an annexation that the 

petitioners only took the least amount of property required to get the students into the 



district that was wanted.  Ms. Meehl’s concern was the 18.44 undeveloped acres and that 

including that in the annexation would be taking more land than necessary.  Mr. Packineau 

responded that the undeveloped land in question was being plotted for housing and so 

should be included in the annexation.   

     Judge Dawson concluded the hearing at approximately 2:21 PM and turned the meeting 

back over the Vice Chair Meehl who called for a nine minute recess.  The meeting reconvened 

at 2:30 PM.   

     The State Board members reviewed the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order 

completed by the Mountrail County Reorganization Committee, for the annexation of 

property from the New Town Public School District No. 1 of Mountrail County in North 

Dakota to the Parshall Public School District No. 3 of Mountrail and McLean Counties in 

North Dakota. (Packineau petition).   

     A motion was made by Mr. Fastnacht to approve the annexation of property from the New 

Town Public School District No. 1 to the Parshall Public School District No. 3 based on the 

following findings of fact which weighed most importantly to the board: 

1) Of the fifty-two students in the area only 8 are currently attending New Town, the 

vast majority are currently attending Parshall. 

2) MHA Nation has already reviewed and endorsed the change per testimony. 

3) The annexation was approved 5-0 at the county level. 

4) There was no opposition at the state hearing.  

5) The per student taxable valuation of the petitioned property is reasonable.  

The motion was seconded by Ms. Effertz Hanson.  

Result of roll call vote: 

Dr. Holen – yes 

Ms. Effertz Hanson – yes 

Superintendent Baesler – yes 

Mr. Johnson – yes 

Mr. Fastnacht – yes 

Ms. Meehl – yes 

Motion carried unanimously.   

 



HOLD HEARING, DISCUSS, AND TAKE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING 

ANNEXATION (MAPPES PETITION)  

      Vice Chair Meehl turned the meeting over to Administrative Law Judge Timothy Dawson 

to conduct the hearing on the annexation of property from the Nedrose Public School District 

No. 4 to the Minot Public School District No. 1 (Mappes petition).  The hearing began at 3:05 

PM and was conducted under the authority of Chapter 15.1-12 of the North Dakota Century 

Code.  Judge Dawson admitted the annexation packet into evidence as Exhibit #1.  Judge 

Dawson noted that the rules of evidence would be waived at this hearing per NDCC Section 

28-32-24.   

     Jodi Johnson, Ward County Superintendent of Schools, was called first to testify.  Ms. 

Johnson reviewed the annexation packet, stating that amendments had been made to the 

packet after the mil levies were certified with the 2019 mil levies.  Ms. Johnson stated that 

this was a regular annexation with one lot and one child, however, as shown on page 9 of the 

annexation packet, the committee decided to exercise the right, under NDCC 15.1-12-08 to 

make the petitioner responsible for the debt and taxes of the district that they are petitioning 

to attach to, but also attach the bonded indebtedness of the district that they are petitioning 

to annex from.   

     Many questions were raised during Ms. Johnson’s testimony about bonded indebtedness 

and future implications of making a decision on this issue without having further 

information.  After much discussion it was moved by Ms. Effertz Hanson to continue the 

hearing at a later date in order to give Ms. Hicks some time to research NDCC 15.1-12-08, 

with apologies to the parties involved who traveled to be present at the meeting.  

Superintendent Baesler seconded the motion. Judge Dawson informed the board that a 

motion was not needed to continue the hearing as there was no objection to a continuance, 

thus no vote was held on the motion.  Judge Dawson declared the matter continued to a 

future date.  Ms. Hicks asked Jodi Johnson for some additional tax information to assist her 

in her research.   

 

 

 



FINAL APPROVAL OF DRAFT FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSION OF LAW, AND ORDER, 

FOR THE FOLLOWING ANNEXATION (ARMSTRONG PETITION): 

The State Board members reviewed the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and 

Amended Order as prepared by Allyson Hicks, Assistant Attorney General, for the annexation 

of a part of Williams County School District #8 to Williston School District #1 (Armstrong 

Petition). Motion was made by Mr. Johnson to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of 

Law, and Order.  Superintendent Baesler seconded the motion.   

Results of roll call vote: 

 Mr. Johnson – yes 

 Dr. Holen – yes 

 Mr. Fastnacht – yes 

 Superintendent Baesler – yes 

 Ms. Effertz Hanson – yes 

 Ms. Meehl – yes 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

FINAL APPROVAL OF DRAFT FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSION OF LAW, AND ORDER, 

FOR THE FOLLOWING ANNEXATION (SANCHEZ PETITION): 

The State Board members reviewed the draft Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and 

Amended Order as prepared by Allyson Hicks, Assistant Attorney General, for the annexation 

of a part of Williams County School District #8 to Williston School District #1(Sanchez 

Petition). Motion was made by Mr. Fastnacht to approve the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of 

Law, and Order.  Ms. Effertz Hanson seconded the motion.   

Results of roll call vote: 

 Ms. Effertz Hanson – yes 

 Mr. Johnson – yes 

 Dr. Holen – yes 

 Mr. Fastnacht – yes 

 Superintendent Baesler – yes 

 Ms. Meehl – yes 

Motion carried unanimously.  



 

Next Meeting:  Monday, March 16, 2020 

 

There being no other business brought before the board, the meeting adjourned at 3:43 PM.  

 

 


