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The North Dakota Seal of Biliteracy (NDSB) is an award presented to graduating students 
who have demonstrated proficiency in a language in addition to English.  

North Dakota joins more than half of the nation in awarding a Seal of Biliteracy. The NDSB 
is established to recognize students and provide an identifier of this accomplishment for 
employers and post-secondary institutions. The NDSB serves to inspire the implementation 
of biliteracy programs and pathways of language development in districts across the state 
and help districts demonstrate value in diversity/culture.  

The NDSB shall be awarded by the NDDPI in accordance with specified criteria set forth in 
this guidance document. Each student will receive a seal to be placed on the high school 
diploma, a certificate from the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and an indicator on 
the student’s eTranscript. School district participation in the program is voluntary and 
schools are encouraged to ensure cost is not a barrier for students to apply for the award. 

Value of Learning and Maintaining World Languages and Cultures 

Developing language proficiency and cultural competence strengthens intergroup 
relationships, affirms the value of diversity, and honors the multiple cultures and languages 
of our communities and state. North Dakota’s adoption of the Seal of Biliteracy sets a 
standard of the value in learning world languages, as well as maintaining native and 
heritage languages and cultures in our schools, homes, and communities.  

The numerous cognitive and social benefits for students learning more than one language 
are well documented and include improvements in executive functioning, working memory, 
attention span, flexibility, creative thinking, greater intercultural awareness, and open-
mindedness (Davin & Heineke, 2017).  

National and Global Competitiveness 

In accordance with graduating students “Choice Ready,” the NDSB will highlight students’ 
efforts in global competence. Choice Ready refers not only to successful completion of 
coursework, but also to the recognition and acceptance of skills and knowledge gained 
beyond the classroom. The NDSB honors language proficiency regardless of where or how 
it is acquired. The advancement of technology has brought the world closer together 
physically and communicatively. Modern technology makes the communication of ideas 
almost instantaneous and physical presence available within 24 hours for most places in the 
world. Despite modern technologies, the ability to communicate effectively and appropriately 
continues to be critical in numerous career fields.  

Career Readiness 

In a recent survey of U.S. employers, 66% reported valuing foreign language skills in the 
hiring process and 41% reported giving preference to multilingual job candidates (Damari et 
al., 2017). There is also a growing need for bilingual employees across a wide range of 
occupations, regardless of educational requirements or salary (New American Economy, 
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2017). The NDSB serves as an identifier to employers that a high school graduate enters 
the workforce with highly desirable skills in more than one language.  

The North Dakota Seal of Biliteracy provides multiple pathways for students to achieve the 
Seal by honoring, encouraging, and recognizing that students may already have achieved 
high levels of proficiency in English and one or more languages and may earn the Seal of 
Biliteracy through a demonstration of proficiency. The efforts to maintain languages and to 
enhance the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing will enable students to achieve 
the necessary proficiency to obtain the NDSB and support their future educational and 
career opportunities. 

District Policy 

District governing bodies are encouraged to create a policy of participation in the NDSB 
program. This validates the value of the NDSB and the skills of bilingualism. It is this 
process that provides the opportunity for the district and community to articulate how and 
why language diversity is important and the vision for future language instruction. Districts 
and schools are encouraged to award the NDSB certificate as part of graduation or senior 
award ceremonies. Districts could also include additional recognition items such as sashes, 
cords, medals, etc. For additional ideas on presentation, refer to the award presentation 
section on page ten.  

Sociocultural Competence 

An important component of the NDSB is also improving students’ sociocultural competence. 
Sociocultural competence is the knowledge of circumstances surrounding individuals and 
how their behaviors are affected by social and cultural factors such as customs, values, 
attitudes, traditions, religion, politics, communication, ethnicity, race, gender, socioeconomic 
status, and others. Sociocultural competence also includes an ability to interact effectively 
with people of different cultures and socio-economic backgrounds. Cultural competence 
comprises four components: (a) awareness of one's own cultural worldview, (b) attitude 
towards cultural differences, (c) knowledge of different cultural practices and worldviews, 
and (d) cross-cultural skills. Developing sociocultural competence results in an ability to 
understand, communicate with, and effectively interact with people across cultures.  

Districts are encouraged to examine current practices and work to improve students’ 
sociocultural competence throughout their educational career. The pathway for sociocultural 
competence would be most powerful if initiated in the very early grades. (Reference, 2019) 

District Pathways 

Districts are encouraged to consider implementing pathways toward biliteracy and the 
NDSB in which students have opportunities to study language in earlier grades and whose 
progress is acknowledged along the path to proficiency. To encourage students to study 
languages and develop mastery in multiple languages, pathway acknowledgements are 
most powerful when earned at crucial points along the schooling journey where student 
attitudes about bilingualism may be changing or where students may be facing choices 
about enrolling in programs and courses that can lead to biliteracy. These points could 

PATHWAYS TO THE SEAL OF BILITERACY 



5 

include: Kindergarten, 3rd grade, end of elementary school, and end of middle school. 
Pathway awards may be given in recognition of attainment of an age-appropriate level of 
skill in mastering two or more languages or in recognition of participation in activities 
involving bilingualism. This may be done through participation or grade level awards. 
Districts may consider honoring students with recognition ceremonies, publication of 
awardees in the media, small trophies, certificates, medals, or another honor of the district’s 
choosing. 

Course of Study 

Districts are encouraged to support multiple opportunities for students to pursue dual or 
multiple language proficiency. The NDSB is not designed to dictate a specific course of 
study, but rather to honor diverse pathways to achieve biliteracy, promote active 
engagement in pursuing it, and ultimately recognize that achievement. The following are 
examples of various pathways to biliteracy.  

Academic Coursework 

The most familiar method of learning a world language or acquiring English as an additional 
language is through PreK-12 academic coursework such as: traditional world language 
classes, English language development instruction, bilingual and immersion programs, dual 
credit enrollment in community college/university courses, Advanced Placement courses, 
International Baccalaureate language and literature courses, and study abroad or exchange 
programs. These are all viable means for attaining proficiency in a world language or 
English as an additional language.  

Heritage Language Acquisition 

Many students in the United States are raised in a bilingual or multilingual environment; 
homes in which a language other than English is spoken. Others may participate in a 
heritage language revitalization program. These students acquire language through the 
experience of interacting with family members, friends, and neighbors. In some cases, 
language may be incorporated into school programs. Heritage language speakers possess 
skills necessary for our national security and prosperity and are an essential component of 
our multilingual/multicultural society.  

Home Language Maintenance 

The home language is a first or native language a student has been exposed to since birth 
or during a child’s formative years. Deliberate efforts to maintain the native language are 
prevalent within many culturally and linguistically diverse families and communities.  

Districts are encouraged to support student participation in activities where the home 
language is used. Multimedia, community organizations, ethnic or cultural marketplaces, 
etc., can be very beneficial to students and society. Recognizing the value of maintaining 
the home language sustains important direct cultural ties to students’ respective families, 
communities, and their heritage. These efforts to preserve the native language must be in 
place as students become more immersed in English as the dominant language.  
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Demonstration of Knowledge in English 

To be eligible for an NDSB award, each student shall demonstrate proficiency in reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening in English. The requirement is based on the NDDPI Choice 
Ready initiative and must be met during the course of each student's high school years 
(grades 9-12). The student must attain one of the following assessment options to 
demonstrate a minimum proficiency in English: 

Exam  
ACT  
ND English Language Proficiency 
Assessment (ACCESS for ELLs)  
SAT  
ND State Assessment in grades 9-12 

Silver (Proficient) 
ELA 16 
3.5 in each domain 
AND 4.0Composite 
ERW 460  
Proficient in each 
ELA subtest 

Gold (Advanced) 
ELA 19
3.5 in each domain 
AND 5.0 Composite 
ERW 480  
Advanced in each 
ELA subtest 

Other* 
*Districts may submit a request to the NDDPI for an alternative English requirement.

REQUIREMENTS 
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The student’s performance (black line in the example below) must be at or above 
proficient/advanced in each of the three reporting categories to be considered such 
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respectively. Example: if a student’s black line is above advanced in two categories and 
above proficiency in the third, the student qualifies for the silver seal in the ELA requirement. 

Demonstration of Knowledge in World Language(s) 

All students must provide evidence of a specific level of proficiency in a language in addition 
to English. Students must demonstrate proficiency in the modes of communication 
appropriate for that language; not all languages have all modes of communication. The 
language performance must be demonstrated in both social and academic (content-based) 
use of the language, where possible. 

Awards require minimum levels comparable to the ACTFL proficiency guidelines of 
Intermediate Low (IL) to earn the silver seal or Intermediate High (IH) to earn the gold seal. 
A student must attain one of the following levels for the corresponding assessments listed to 
demonstrate a minimum proficiency in a world language:  

Exam  Silver Gold 
ACTFL (OPI,WPT,RPT,LPT) IL IH 
AAPPL (Form B) I-1 I-5
ALIRA  I-1 I-4
STAMP 4 6
ASLPI 2+ 3+
DELE/DELF A2 B1
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Other* 
*Districts may submit a request to the NDDPI for an alternative requirement.

Unique Circumstances of Language 

Due to unique characteristics of certain languages, special allowances may need to be 
made. Students seeking the Seal through languages not characterized by the use of 
listening, speaking, reading, or for which there is not a writing system, will demonstrate the 
expected level of proficiency on an assessment of the modalities that characterize 
communication in that language. In cases where language assessments across all four 
modes of communication may not be appropriate or available, districts must contact the 
NDDPI to request exemption or variation of any language modalities.  

Demonstration of Sociocultural Competency 

Students eligible for a NDSB must also demonstrate high levels of sociocultural 
competence. Decisions on measures of sociocultural competency are determined by the 
district and could include measures for demonstrating positive attitudes towards 
bilingualism, participation in experiential learning activities, or using both languages in 
culturally appropriate ways. Districts are encouraged to develop rubrics to use in the 
evaluation of sociocultural competency and articulate minimum criteria for achievement in 
this area. Some activities that demonstrate sociocultural competence may include: 

• Active participation in multicultural community events;
• Completion of a specific amount of community service using the partner language

skills in service to school or community; or
• Documentation of independent reading in English and a partner language.

Participating school districts in North Dakota are responsible for implementing a process to 
support students in meeting the requirements for the NDSB. This includes ensuring students 
and families receive information regarding the program and requirements, as well as, 
assisting and tracking the students’ testing and progress toward the award.  

To apply for an award, the district must submit the electronic NDSB Application Form with 
the district contact information, applicable assessment information and assurances of 
student eligibility and sociocultural competence. 

To receive awards and seals for student diplomas, applications must be submitted to the NDDPI 
by April 14, 2023. The NDDPI will accept applications through July 31, 2023. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
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The NDSB will be awarded as a physical gold or silver foil seal and mailed to the district. 
The official North Dakota Seals are pictured below: 

Demonstrating proficiency in English and one or more world languages is a worthy 
accomplishment. Students who earn the NDSB should be recognized and celebrated by 
their peers, teachers, families, communities, and the state.  

Districts and schools may consider providing students who earn the NDSB with a physical 
award in addition to the seal on the diploma. Awards may be presented or highlighted at the 
ceremonies described above. Awards may include items such as patches or trophies, as 
well as, cords, sashes, medals, ribbons, or mortarboard tassels to be worn at graduation or 
awards ceremonies. 

Upon parental approval, the NDDPI will recognize students who receive the NDSB through 
the NDDPI website and/or social media. The website may feature school and district 
success stories, as well as post-secondary accomplishments of Seal recipients. The NDDPI 
will also provide support of the NDSB program by posting information on the department’s 
website such as guidance and data statistics.  

Districts are encouraged to congratulate students through media outlets of the district, local 
school and community partners such as district/school websites, social media, local cable 
networks, tribal and local press releases, the chambers of commerce, foundations working 
with diverse communities, at award and honorary assemblies or receptions and meetings of 
local boards of education. 

Local school board meetings can provide an excellent venue to celebrate students’ biliteracy 
accomplishments. Students could receive recognition at board meetings by being presented 
their NDSB certificate. Recognizing students at local school board meetings can also 
provide recognition of students who are not approved until after graduation due to delayed 
test results or requirements.  

SEAL DESIGNS 

AWARD PRESENTATIONS 
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Annals, 50(1), 13-37.  
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New American Economy (2017). Not lost in translation: the growing importance of foreign 
language skills in the U.S. job market. Retrieved from www.leadwithlanguages.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/NAE_Bilingual_V6.pdf  

Reference (2019). What Are Examples of Sociocultural Factors? Retrieved from  
www.reference.com/world-view/examples-sociocultural-factors-16d3d81637f83a47 

For clarification or more information about the ND Seal of Biliteracy, please reach out to the 
EL Programs Office. 

The following resources are available on the NDSB page of the NDDPI website. 

NDSB Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – Appendix A 

The NDDPI has created this document of Frequently Asked Questions regarding the 
NDSB and will add to them as additional questions arise. This document is also available 
on the NDDPI website. 

NDSB Student Photo Release – Appendix B 

The photo release is necessary for the NDDPI to showcase student award winners through 
the NDDPI website and/or social media. This document is also available on the NDDPI 
website. 

REFERENCES 

RESOURCES 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

http://www.leadwithlanguages.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/NAE_Bilingual_V6.pdf
http://www.leadwithlanguages.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/NAE_Bilingual_V6.pdf
http://www.reference.com/world-view/examples-sociocultural-factors-16d3d81637f83a47
mailto:dpienglishlearners@nd.gov
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/education-programs/english-learnermulticultural-education/seal-biliteracy
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/Indian%20Education/Resources/ADA-NDSealofBiliteracyFAQs2019-20.pdf
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DIVISION OF STUDENT SUPPORT & INNOVATION 
OFFICE OF INDIAN/MULTICULTRAL EDUCATION 

North Dakota Seal of Biliteracy 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

1. What is the North Dakota Seal of Biliteracy?
The North Dakota Seal of Biliteracy (NDSB) is an award presented to graduating students who
have demonstrated proficiency in a language in addition to English. North Dakota offers two 
seals; silver and gold. Each seal has specific criteria a student must meet to receive the award. 
The requirements are available in the NDSB Guidance.  

2. Why implement a Seal of Biliteracy?
The NDSB encourages students to develop mastery in multiple languages, encourages
students to pursue biliteracy, honors the skills our students attain, and can be evidence of skills 
that are attractive to future employers and college admissions offices. The NDSB sets a 
standard of the value in learning world languages, as well as maintaining native and heritage 
languages and cultures in our schools, homes, and communities. 

3. What are the benefits of earning a North Dakota Seal of Biliteracy?
The NDSB recognizes students and provides an identifier of this accomplishment on the
student’s eTranscript for employers and post-secondary institutions. 

4. What are the requirements for a North Dakota Seal of Biliteracy?
To be eligible for an NDSB award, each student shall demonstrate proficiency in reading,
writing, speaking, and listening in English and an additional language. Students must also 
demonstrate sociocultural competency as determined by each district. The assessments and 
required proficiency levels are as follows: 

One of the following assessment options is required to demonstrate proficiency in English: 
Exam  Silver  Gold  
ACT ELA 16 ELA 19 
ND English Language 
Proficiency Assessment 
(ACCESS for ELLs)  

3.5 in each domain AND 4.0 
Composite  

3.5 in each domain AND 4.5 
Composite  

SAT ERW  460 ERW 480 
ND State Assessment in 
grades 9-12  Proficient in ELA Advanced in ELA 

One of the following assessment options is required to demonstrate proficiency in a world language: 
Exam  Silver  Gold  
ACTFL (OPI,WPT,RPT,LPT) IL IH 
AAPPL I-1 I-5
ALIRA I-1 I-4
STAMP 4 6 
ASLPI 2+ 3+ 
DELE/DELF A2 B1 

*Districts may submit a request to the NDDPI for alternative assessment requirements.

APPENDIX A
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5. Can a student be awarded for multiple languages?
Yes, if a student meets the requirements for more than one language in addition to English, the
student will be awarded one seal for each applicable language. 

6. How can schools/districts obtain state seals and certificates?
The district must submit the NDSB Application Form with the district contact information,
applicable assessment information and assurances of student eligibility and sociocultural 
competence to the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (NDDPI). The application 
must be signed by the district Superintendent or designee. If the district has multiple students 
applying for the awards, please submit the Multiple Student Application Addendum with the 
NDSB Application Form. The application forms and information can be found on the NDDPI 
website under ND Seal of Biliteracy. 

7. Which states have adopted or offer the Seal of Biliteracy?
Information and other state programs are available at https://sealofbiliteracy.org/.

8. Where/when/how can students take the demonstration of knowledge in World Language
exams?

Much of the information regarding test options is available from the creator or vendor of each 
test. The following are some resources available: 

• ACTFL  (IL, IH) - American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
• AAPPL (I-1, I-5) - Assessment of Performance Toward Proficiency in Languages
• ALIRA (I-1, I-4) - ACTFL Latin Interpretive Reading Assessment
• STAMP (4, 6) – Avant STAMP Assessment
• ASLPI (2+, 3+) - American Sign Language Proficiency Interview
• DELE (A2, B1) - DELE
• DELF (A2, B1) - DELF

9. What is the minimum grade students need to be in to qualify?
Students need to be in at least grade 9 to meet the assessment requirements but must meet 
graduation requirements to be eligible for an NDSB. 

10. What is required for test administrator training for the world language assessments?
Some tests do not require a local test administrator but may require a proctor. Information 
regarding specific test administrator training is available from the test vendors listed in FAQ 
number 8. The following provide the scoring methods for each assessment.  
• ACTFL – Testing Certification Programs – only OPIc is administered and scored online
• AAPPL – Test is administered and scored online
• ALIRA – Test is administered and scored online
• STAMP – Test is administered online and scored by certified raters
• ASLPI – Site Proctor is Required – evaluation is conducted by an ASLPI Evaluator

11. What languages can be assessed?
The following assessments are available to test the corresponding languages: 
• ACCESS – English for identified English learners

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/education-programs/english-learnermulticultural-education/seal-biliteracy
https://sealofbiliteracy.org/
https://www.actfl.org/assessment-professional-development/assessments-the-actfl-testing-office
https://www.actfl.org/assessment-professional-development/assessments-the-actfl-testing-office/aappl
https://www.actfl.org/professional-development/assessments-the-actfl-testing-office/alira
https://avantassessment.com/stamp
https://www.gallaudet.edu/the-american-sign-language-proficiency-interview/aslpi
https://www.dele.org/
http://afmsp.org/
https://www.actfl.org/professional-development/training-certification
https://www.gallaudet.edu/the-american-sign-language-proficiency-interview/aslpi/aslpi-proctor
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• ACTFL (OPI, OPIc, LPT, RPT, WPT) -
o OPI: Afrikaans, Akan-Twi, Albanian, Amharic, Arabic, Armenian, Azerbaijani,

Baluchi, Bengali, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Burmese, Cambodian, Cantonese, Cebuano,
Chavacano, Czech, Dari, Dutch, Egyptian, English, French, Georgian, German,
Greek (Modern), Gujarati, Haitian Creole, Hausa, Hebrew, Hindi, Hmong/Mong,
Hungarian, Igbo, Ilocano, Indonesian, Iraqi, Italian, Japanese, Javanese, Kazakh,
Kashmiri, Korean, Kurdish, Lao, Levantine, Malay, Malayalam, Mandarin,
Marshallese, Nepali, Norwegian, Pashto, Persian Farsi, Polish, Portuguese
Punjabi, Romanian, Russian, Serbian Croatian, Sindhi, Sinhalese, Slovak, Somali,
Spanish, Swahili, Swedish, Tagalog, Tajik, Tamil, Tausug, Telugu, Thai, Tigrinya,
Turkish, Turkmen, Uighur, Urdu, Uzbek, Vietnamese, Wolof, Wu and Yoruba.

o OPIc: Arabic, Bengali, English, French, German, Indonesian, Korean, Mandarin,
Pashto, Persian Farsi, Russian, Spanish and Tagalog

o LPT: Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese,
Russian, and Spanish

o RPT: Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean,
Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish

o WPT: Albanian (Booklet form only), Arabic, Cantonese Chinese, Mandarin
Chinese, English, French, German, Greek (Modern), Haitian Creole (Booklet form
only) , Hebrew (Booklet form only), Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Persian Farsi,
Polish, European Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Turkish, Vietnamese.

• AAPPL – Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese,
Russian, Spanish, and Thai.

• ALIRA – Latin
• STAMP – Avant STAMP 4S (grades 7-adult) is available in Arabic, French, German,

Hebrew, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin (Simplified & Traditional), Polish,
Portuguese (Brazilian) (Available 4/10/19), Russian, and Spanish

• ASLPI – American Sign Language
• DELE – Spanish
• DELF - French

12. What is the cost of the world language exams?
The following are estimated costs associated with the assessments. Districts or students must 
work with the test vendors to receive exact costs.   
• ACTFL (IL, IH) – prices for school administration of the assessments

o OPI=$139, OPIc=$70, WPT=$70, LPT=$30, RPT=$30
• AAPL (I-1, I-5) - The full measure AAPPL is $20 per student.

o Interpersonal Listening and Speaking; $10
o Presentational Writing; $5
o Interpretive Listening and Interpretive Reading bundle; $5

• ALIRA (I-1, I-4) - $10 per student.
• STAMP 4S (4, 6) – $17.50 per test until summer 2019
• ASLPI (2+, 3+) - $165.00 + $20 proctor fee
• DELE (A2, B1) – DELE: approx. $180
• DELF (A2, B1) – DELF: A1= $120, A2 = $130

13. Can students take the CLEP exam for the demonstration of knowledge in world language
exam?

It appears the CLEP language exams only include listening and reading domains. Also, 
there doesn’t appear to be alignment available to the ACTFL standards or proficiency 
levels. Therefore, at this time CLEP will not be an acceptable assessment for the NDSB. 

http://www.ciep.fr/en/delf-dalf
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14. What score do we report on the application form since students receive scores for four
domain assessments?

Districts only need to report the lowest score the student received because you are 
verifying each of the student’s domain scores are higher than the minimum requirement 
for the applicable seal.  

15. What is the last day to submit the application?
Applications for the 2024 seals must be submitted by April 12, 2024 to allow time for 
processing, mailing, and district/school staff to affix the insignia to student diplomas 
prior to graduation.   

16. What is the State I.D.?

This is the student’s unique state identification number in the STARS reporting system. 
The I.D. number helps the NDDPI connect the seal to the correct student’s eTranscript. 
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DIVISION OF STUDENT SUPPORT & INNOVATION 
OFFICE OF INDIAN/MULTICULTRAL EDUCATION 

ND Seal of Biliteracy 
Student Photo Release 

I, ___________________________________ (parent/guardian) give the North Dakota 

Department of Public Instruction (NDDPI) permission to use my child’s name, photograph, 

photographic image, or video in official ND Seal of Biliteracy business, including: NDDPI 

website, SharePoint groups/Teams, social media, newsletters, and promotional or informational 

webinars and trainings.  

I hereby waive any right to inspect or approve the finish product in which a photograph or video 

image of my child may be used.  

Date:  ___________________________________ 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian’s Name:  ___________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian’s Signature: ___________________________________ 

APPENDIX B 
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