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Webinar Reminders 

All attendees will be automatically muted

Attendees can come off mute at the end of the Webinar for 
questions

You can type questions into the “Chat” box

The session is being recorded.  

Slides and Recording will be available on our website



Today’s Agenda

• SCA Funds

• HB 1494 Anti-Lunch Shaming Bill

• SB 2284 State Free Update

• Questions and Answers



Supply Chain Assistance 
(SCA) Funds 

• USDA is providing an additional $3,297,753 in SCA funds to 
North Dakota schools.

• The SCA funds provide an additional financial resource for 
schools:
• Provide consistent and nutritious meals to children.
• Purchase domestic food products.
• Respond to supply chain challenges.
• Enhance efforts to purchase local foods.  

• SCA funds will be distributed to eligible schools in July via the 
same formula used to distribute the first three rounds of funds.

• SCA funds remain limited to the purchase of unprocessed or 
minimally processed domestic food products.

• There is no deadline for using the funds



HB 1494 Anti-Shaming Bill

Signed Into Law on

April 10, 2023



HB 1494 “Anti-Lunch Shaming” Bill

• No Denying Meals

• No Alternate Meals

• No Stickers, Stamps or Public Lists

• No Denying Activities or Graduation

• Can't Exchange Work for Meals

• CAN Contact Parents about Meal Balances

• CAN Send Parents to Collections

• CAN Remind Students in Line

• MUST have a Meal Charge Policy and Post on Website

• Look for Information from North Dakota School Board Association

• Timeline – update your policy during the 2023-24 School Year



“State Free” Information

• SB 2284 DPI Appropriations Bill
• Not in ND Century Code.  Must be renewed at the next Legislative 

Session in 2025

• An amendment expanded no-cost meals to all ND 
students from families making up to 200% federal poverty 
level

• Mirrored the language of HB 1491

• Applies to all students attending a school in ND that is 
enrolled in NSLP



“State Free” Information

• Applies only to NSLP and SBP, not After School Snack 
Program or Special Milk Program
•  “At Risk” -All Snacks are free of charge

• Applications that are approved for State Free are not 
subject to Federal Verification

• Students who qualify for State Free are not eligible for P-
EBT Benefits

• Title 1 and ERATE are based on Federal Eligibility only



“State Free” Information

• Expands the Poverty Guidelines to Families up to 200%

▪ Free -130% Poverty Rate                                                  
(up to $39,000 for a family of 4)

▪ Reduced -185% Poverty Rate 

(up to $55,500 for family of 4)

▪ New State Free -185-200% Poverty Rate

(up to $60,000 for family of 4)

• Use new State Expanded Eligibility Guidelines when 
approving applications

 









Changes Required for Software

• Contact Your Software Company (Power School & Primero 
Edge Already Notified)

• Power School will use “Exempt” for State Free Eligible 
Students
• Make sure Meal Counting Software ‘syncs’ with “Exempt” if you don’t use 

Power Lunch

• State Free Category must be added into Meal Counting 
Software
• Federal Free

• Federal Reduced

• State Free (Federal Paid)

• Paid

• Free/Reduced Application Software must use NEW Guidelines

• Software Companies should reach out to NDDPI with questions



The State of ND Will Pay
• .30 Reduced Fee for Breakfast

• .40 Reduced Fee for Lunch

• Difference between the USDA free rate of 
reimbursement and the USDA paid rate of 
reimbursement for eligible students.

•Breakfast

•Lunch

•NOT for Afterschool Snack

• Schools will claim meals in NDFoods based on 
Federal Free, Federal Reduced, Federal Paid, and 
State Free categories.



SB 2284 “State Free”

• Schools cannot accept applications until 
after July 1, 2023

• Any student who falls in the eligibility 
guidelines below 200% poverty level will 
receive free meals.

• Schools must track all four categories for 
Breakfast and Lunch
□Free   □Reduced  □State Free   □Paid



Reminder! 

School should set student 
meal price in software system 
for Reduced and State Free to 

$0 for breakfast and lunch.  





What About 30-day Carryover 
Students?

• All Free and Reduced Students will carry over for 30 days 
just like they have in past years

• Reduced Students will still be claimed as reduced. 
• They should not be charged for meals 

• They have 30 days to reapply for benefits.

• Do not recalculate any income applications from the 22-23 
school year to qualify families for State Free Benefits.



SB 2284 “State Free”

• All Relevant information is on the NDDPI Website
• Publishable and Non-Publishable Guidelines

• Letter to Households

• Notification Letters

• Use New Notification Letters.  Template Provided.
• Must notify households based on Federal or State Qualification 

Guidelines

• Schools have discretion as to who benefits will be 
extended to (books, activities, bussing, etc.,)



Notification to Parents





Payment Process



DPI “Office Hours” 

• ALL August/September Claims will be reviewed by DPI 
Staff

• NDDPI Child Nutrition will have open “Office Hours” in 
August

• Teams Link to join and ask questions about 
implementation

• Updates and more information will be available at BTSW

• Q&A Document will be developed on put on the main page 
NDDPI Child Nutrition and Food Distribution Website



Summer Events

July 18th – 8 Hour Sanitation Training

July 19th – 4 Hour Kitchen Manager Training

Back to School Workshops:

August 1 – Fargo Ramada Hotel

August 2 – Grand Forks CanadInn

August 3 – Minot Grand International Hotel

August 9 - Mandan Baymont Hotel

August 10 - Mandan Baymont Hotel



Questions?



mailto:dpicnfd@nd.gov


USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is 

prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, 

or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 

communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible 

state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form 

which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-

28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the 

complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform 

the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or 

letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1.mail:    U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2.fax:  (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3.email:  program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
http://mailto:program.intake@usda.gov/
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