
ACROSS THE 
DESK
December 2025

Lake Sakakawea



AI Bot Rules for NDDPI 
Hosted Meetings/Webinars

“Please be advised that due to privacy concerns 
and potential legal implications, the use of 

external AI transcription tools is strictly 
prohibited in NDDPI meetings. If you wish to 
record a meeting for transcription purposes, 
please submit your request to the meeting 

organizer."



Agenda 
Verification Reminders

New Fiscal Coding

Meal Pattern Updates for Administrators

Bridge Project updates from NDDPI's Steve Snow

Your questions for clarity, compliance and collaboration



Verification Steps

A report of the verification process needs to be filed 
in NDFoods by December 15th. 

• For Schools/Sponsors that are not required to 
process free/reduced meal applications and the 
verification process is not required, a verification 
report still needs to be filed.  

• This report will open in the NDFoods application 
around November 1st.



The Importance of the Verification 
Summary Report
• It’s more than just the number of students/applicants verified. 
• It’s important data reported to the Federal Government.
• It’s important to put students in the right category.

• Put All Direct Certified students in DC (SNAP, TANF, Medicaid, Foster, Homeless 
and Migrant)

• This includes extended eligibility.
• If a Student appears on the DC list from STARS, change them to DC

• The Verification Summary Report should match the data on the last day of October.
• October Claim - Highest Number in October vs. Last operating day of October.



New Fiscal Coding Child Nutrition and Food Distribution Website

https://www.nd.gov/dpi/districtsschools/child-nutrition-and-food-distribution


Meal Pattern for Administration

• Reimbursement =
 Money received for each student 

meal* claimed at the correct 
eligibility.

-No reimbursement for adults.
-No reimbursement for second meals.



Meal Pattern for Administration

• *Reimbursement depends on 
two things:

1. Menu meets ALL the 
component requirements.

2. Student selects enough 
components. 

= Meal Pattern

= Offer vs. Serve (OVS)



Meal Pattern for Administration

Menu meets ALL the 
component requirements 
based on the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans.
Components:

- Meat
- Grain
- Vegetable
- Fruit
- Milk



Meal Pattern for Administration
More Requirements
Grade/Age Group
 -K-5
 -6-8
 -9-12

Portion Size
Example: Daily Vegetables
K-8 = ¾ cup; 9-12 = 1 cup

Dietary Specifications
- Calories, Saturated Fat, Sodium
- Coming soon: Added sugar

K-8



Meal Pattern:  The specific set of guidelines that dictate the types and quantities of 
foods that must be offered in school meals to ensure they meet nutritional standards.

  Daily Required Servings of Food Components by Meal

Meal Breakfast Lunch Afterschool Snack

Age/Grade 
Group K-8 9-12 K-5 6-8 9-12 All Age/Grade 

groups

Meat/Meat 
Alternate

1 oz
or

1 oz
or 1 oz 1 oz 2 oz 1 oz

Pick Tw
o C

om
ponents 

each day.

Grain 1 oz 1 oz
1 oz 1 oz 2 oz

1 oz 
(No Grain 
desserts)

Fruit 1 cup 1 cup ½ cup ½ cup 1 cup ¾ cup

Vegetable ¾ cup ¾ cup 1 cup ¾ cup

Milk 8 ounce fluid 8 ounce fluid 8 ounce fluid



Weekly Minimums – No Maximums, however….

Weekly Minimum by Meal (5-day Weekly Average)
Meal Breakfast Lunch Afterschool Snack

Age/Grade 
Group K-8 9-12 K-5 6-8 9-12 All Age/Grade 

groups

Meat/Meat 
Alternate 8 oz 9 oz

8 oz 9 oz 10 oz

NONE
Grain 8 oz 8 oz 10 oz

Fruit
5 cups 5 cups

2 ½ c 2 ½ c 5 cups

Vegetable 3 ¾ c 3 ¾ c 5 cups

Milk 5 cups 5 cups



Dietary Specifications:
  (Why ‘seconds’ must be paid for.)

Dietary Specifications by Meal (Weekly Average)

Meal Breakfast Lunch Afterschool Snack

Age/Grade 
Group K-8 9-12 K-5 6-8 9-12 All Age/Grade 

groups

Calories 400-500 450-600 550-650 600-700 750-850

NONE

Saturated 
Fat <10% of calories

Sodium <10% of calories

Added 
Sugar

Product based: Yogurt, Cereal, Flavored milk
(SY27-28: <10% calories)



Vegetable Subgroups Met over the Week

Dark Greens
 

Red Orange
 

Starchy
 

Legume 

Other: Iceberg Lettuce
Mushrooms
Cucumbers, Pickles
Celery
Cauliflower

Extra:
- Calories
- Sat Fat
- Sodium
- Sugar
- Cost!



Fruit Options & Juice Guidelines

• Whole, canned, frozen, dried
• Look for low or no-added sugar

• Juice
• Must be 100%, full-strength fruit juice
• Cannot be used to meet more than 

half of the required fruit servings per 
week in any meal service.



Grains (Breads)
1. 80% Whole Grain Rich over the week

• Whole Grain Rich = ≥51% of the grain is a whole grain.
2. Cereal:  ≤6 grams of added sugar per dry ounce.
3. Afterschool Snack:  No Grain-based desserts.

Grain-Based Desserts
(not reimbursable in the NSLP Afterschool 
Snack Program as of July 1, 2025)

Not Grain-Based Desserts
(Creditable in the NSLP Afterschool Snack 
Program)

- Brownies
- Cakes
- Cereal bars, breakfast bars, granola bars, 
- Cookies, vanilla wafers
- Donuts
- Fig bars
- Marshmallow cereal treat bars
 Sweet: pie crusts, croissants, pita chips, scones, rolls such 
as cinnamon rolls
- Toaster pastries

- Quick breads, such as banana or zucchini breads
- Breakfast cereal that meets the added sugars limit 
                                                                  (no more than 6 grams /1 ounce)
- Cornbread
- Crackers, all types, including graham crackers and animal 
crackers
- French toast, pancakes
- Muffins
- Savory: pie crusts, croissants, pita chips, scones
- Tortillas and tortilla chips



Fluid Milk

1. Must offer at both breakfast and lunch

2. Must offer two varieties
1. 1% (Low Fat)
2. Skim (No Fat)
3. Flavored
4. Unflavored (White)

3. Lactose-free may be offered as another variety

4. All other milk types must be nutritionally equivalent to cows’ 
milk.
 - (8 grams of protein per 8 ounce cup)

PLEASE
Do NOT offer 2% or Whole 

Milk as part of the 
Reimbursable meal. 



Meat / Meat Alternate (Protein)

1. Commercial product (brought in pre-made):
-Must have a Child Nutrition Label (CN label) or Product 
Formulation Statement (PFS) to verify they meet meal 
pattern requirements.

2. Made from Scratch (School Recipe)
- Calculate contributions based on the USDA Food Buying 

Guide

3.  Inspection Required: Must be state or federally inspected.

4.  NOT Creditable – fake cheeses, BACON, commercial pot 
pies, snack meats



Meal Pattern for Administration
2. Student selects enough 
components 

a. Serve = All components are 
placed on the tray

 b. Offer vs Serve (OVS) = 
Lunch: 3 components and 1 must be 
a ½ cup of fruit or vegetable

 -required for Gr 9-12.
Breakfast: 3 items and 1 must be a ½ 
cup of fruit or vegetable

 -optional for all.



Food Procurement Requirements

- All Foods purchased must follow your procurement policy
- Forecast purchases BEFORE buying to determine method:

- Micro purchase  (<$10,000*)
- Small purchase  (between ($10,000 and $50,000*)
- Formal purchase (any aggregate purchase over $50,000*)
- *may be lower if the local procurement policy requires a lower 

threshold

- Follow Buy American provision
- Prioirtize domestic products
- 10% cap on non domestic this year.









NDDPI “BRIDGE Office Hours” 

 Next one: 
Wednesday, December th at 12 p.m. AND 4 p.m CDT
 Teams Link in the Dec 6th NDDPI Messenger
 No Registration Necessary
 Recordings are available

• Get on your District’s List!!
• Listen to the latest update on the transition to Infinite Campus
• Ask questions about how Free/Reduced eligibilities are recorded
• Talk about POS/Online app capabilities

BRIDGE – Building Reports Informing Data-driven Growth in Education



Questions?



Tray of the Month

� December theme is ‘Winter Wonderland 
Breakfast’, picture is due Wednesday, 
December 31.

Criteria: You can take a picture of a full lunch on a plate or tray (all meal 
components, full tray showcased).
� The photo is a close-up of the tray and is well-lit. Any students in the photo 

should have a photo release form signed. We will assume that you went 
through the proper protocol for that photo release form.

� Lunch or breakfast meets monthly theme - one-photo limit, except for 
October and May (two themes, two photos allowed).

You can submit your photo to Amanda Olson at
amolson@nd.gov before the end of each month 
to qualify. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Amanda.

October Winners -
Surrey Public

West 
Fargo

mailto:amolson@nd.gov


Kitchen Counter 
Conversation

3rd Tuesday of each Month
2 p.m. Central Time

Registration for each KCC is in the last 
Newsletter

( 7 0 1 )  3 2 8 - 2 2 9 4

W W W . N D . G O V / D P I

Next: Tuesday, December 16, 2025
 Mastering USDA’s Food Buying Guide Tools

Jarrett J. Krosoczka’s “Lunch Lady” 



Across the Desk
2nd Tuesday of each Month
2 p.m. Central Time
Registration for each KCC is in 
the last Newsletter

JANUARY 13 TH



DPICNFD@ND.GOV (701) 328-2260WWW.ND.GOV/DPI

Questions & Discussion





Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the State or local Agency that administers the program or 
contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 
690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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