
Across the Desk
All Things School 
Nutrition 
Administration
January 14th, 2025



Agenda for Today
1. Verification Summaries and Free and Reduced Numbers
2. Procurement for 2025-26
3. USDA’s Local Food for Schools and Childcare Grant 

Program
4. Summer EBT
5. Misc Updates

1. Onsite Review Reminder
2. LEP Resources



Medicaid Update
• Medicaid Process started November 17, 2024
• How many additional students have been added?

• Medicaid Free 6,130
• Medicaid Reduced 2,771

Some may have already qualified based on an  
application

• Could increase numbers for CEP
• Questions about Discrepancies



Verification Summaries
Verification Summary Reports

Reports were due December 15th
Current Lunch Statuses Reflected in PowerSchool
State 200 = Exempt



Medicaid Numbers
Direct Certification - Medicaid

STARS Direct Certification Matched Student Export
Direct Certification Extended Eligibilities



Summer EBT 
STARS Collection of Guardian Information
Current MAILING Address – Email - Phone Number



USDA’s Local Food for Schools 
Grants – Coming Soon
The purpose of this program is to allow state governments to 
purchase local, unprocessed or minimally processed domestic 
foods for distribution to schools and child care institutions 
(CACFP & NSLP).
Projects should prioritize purchasing from historically 
underserved farmers/producers/fishers and small businesses 
including processors, aggregators, and distributors.
ND Award: $1.8M for NSLP, $869,000 CACFP
ND plans to apply for this non-competitive cooperative 
agreement.



Procurement 2025-26
• ND Education Service Cooperative 

Collective Purchasing Power
Sign up by January 29,2005
New distribution-centered solicitation
Find more information at www.purchasingconnection.org/foodservice

• Annual Procurement Training now Required

http://www.purchasingconnection.org/foodservice


Updates
1. Onsite Review Reminders

1. Schools with more than one site must complete on-site review before 
February 1

2. Potential Legislation 
1. HB 1110 “Meal Debt”
2. HB 1132 “Whole and 2% Milk in Bulk Containers”
3. Any Milk Issues?

3.  LEP Resources



January: Families with 
Limited English Proficiency

Kayla Ekart
701-328-3718
kekart@nd.gov



Meaningful Access
Civil Rights Act (1964)
Executive Order 13166
USDA 7 CFR 245.6 (a)(2)

Information in a language 
the person understands
• Free (to the individual)
• Competent
• Timely

Four Factor Analysis

1) The number or proportion of LEP persons
2) The frequency with which LEP individuals 

come in contact with the program
3) The nature and importance of the program 

or service provided
4) The resources available and costs

A shortage of resources or anticipated costs to provide these services to 
individuals with LEP does not eliminate the requirement to do so.



3rd party interpretation and translation services

Limited English 
Proficiency.gov

https://www.lep.gov/language-access-planning
https://www.lep.gov/language-access-planning


Posters

USDA ‘I Speak’ poster

And Justice for All Poster

https://www.fns.usda.gov/civil-rights/ispeak
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-475a.pdf


Translated Free & Reduced 
Meal Applications

Applications are available in 49 different languages

See the footnote at 
the bottom of each 
page to determine 

which letter to send.

Free & Reduced Meal Applications

https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals/model-application/translations
https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals/model-application/translations


Added 100+ more 
languages last 
year! 

100+ language 
options

‘Conversation’ 
button allows for 
automatic 
listening; no need 
to push-to-talk

Phone apps: Google Translate & 
Microsoft Conversation

100+ language 
options

‘Auto’ option 
allows for 
automatic 
listening; no need 
to push-to-talk



Google Docs & Microsoft Office

Google Docs Microsoft Office



Google Translation: PDFs & images

Google Translate

10 MB maximum 
file size.

*must be an 
original PDF 

(not a scanned- 
to-PDF file)

*PDF and image translation is not 
available for all the over 200+ 

languages offered.

https://translate.google.com/?sl=auto&tl=en&op=translate


Outlook Email



Generative A.I.

• Same warnings as other 
A.I. translation tools 

• Follow your district’s 
guidance and policy

• Human - A.I. - Human



mailto:dpicnfd@nd.gov


USDA Nondiscrimination Statement
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including 
gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online 
at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-
17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter 
must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 
discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and 
date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1.mail:    U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2.fax:  (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3.email:  program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
http://mailto:program.intake@usda.gov/


Q & A
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