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North Dakota Science of Reading 

NDDPI and NDREAs are working together to unify messaging around reading curriculum and 
professional development under the title “North Dakota Science of Reading” 



Webinar Series 
Date Time Focus Area 

Wednesday, April 6, 2022 
• Recording 
• Slides 

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
(central) 

• Overview of the law 
• Reporting elements 
• Supports for professional 

development selection 

Tuesday, April 19, 2022 
• Recording 
• Slides 

 

      
 

   
 

       

       
 

    

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. • Review the law 
(central) • Reporting process 

Thursday, April 28, 2022 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. • Review the law 
(central) • Reviewing local curriculum and 

assessment 

All webinars will be recorded and available on the NDDPI website. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdIETl9-WRI
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/Academic%20Support/Reading%20Curriculum%20%20Professional%20Development%20Webinar%20%231.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtSN7xiomUk
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/Academic%20Support/Reading%20Curriculum%20%20Professional%20Development%20Webinar%20%232%20Report_.pdf


 

 

 

   

    
    

What does the law require? 

• Training for K-3 principals and teachers 

Professional Development 

• Utilize scientifically-based instructional materials and approaches 

Curriculum 

Assessment 

• Processes, including assessments and resources, to diagnose, monitor, and 
inform reading instruction that meets each child’s unique needs 



Reporting Item #1 
Professional 

Development
NDCC 15.1-21-12.1 

 

  

 
    

  
 

Who? 

Each K-3 teacher and each K-3 principal 

What? 

Shall attend professional developments that 
includes: 
◦ Scientifically based, evidence based, and research 

based reading instruction 
◦ Systematic direct instruction 
◦ Phonemic awareness 
◦ Phonics 
◦ Fluency 
◦ Vocabulary, and 
◦ Comprehension 



Reporting Item #2 
Curriculum 

NDCC 15.1-21-12.1 
 

   
   

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

   
  

   
   

Beginning July 1, 2022, each school 
district and nonpublic school shall 
ensure the portion of its curriculum 
which is related to reading: 

a. Is scientifically based, evidence based, 
and research based; 

b. Focuses on: 
◦ (1) Phonemic awareness; 
◦ (2) Phonics; 
◦ (3) Fluency; 
◦ (4) Vocabulary; and 
◦ (5) Comprehension; and 
c. Uses systematic direct instruction for 
students in kindergarten through grade 
three to ensure all students obtain 
necessary early reading skills. 



Reporting Item #2 
Curriculum 
(Continued) 

NDCC 15.1-21-12.1 

 

 
   

   
  

  
  

  

  
 

4. To be approved by the superintendent 
of public instruction, each public and 
nonpublic school shall certify to the 
superintendent of public instruction that 
the district or school: 

a. Ensures the placement of highly 
effective teachers in kindergarten 
through grade three; 

b. Has integrated reading instruments 
used to diagnose reading development 
and comprehension; and 

c. Has integrated evidence-based 
resources to support reading
development and comprehension. 



 

     
      

       
     

    
    

       
    

The Curriculum report will request details for K-3 

Core Instruction 

Supplemental Instruction 

The universal instructional materials selected by the district for grade level 
instruction in reading. This is the primary instruction that all students receive. 

Additional resources used to fill gaps that exist in the core instructional 
curriculum. These materials are generally supporting all students with the 
core instruction. (Examples: an additional vocabulary program or a phonemic awareness 
program to supplement a weakness in the systematic core curriculum). 

Intervention Instruction Curricular materials used to address tier two and tier three intervention of 
reading instruction for students not meeting grade level benchmarks. 
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  Reviewing Curriculum for Alignment 



RECOGNITION 

Phonological awareness 
The skills of read ing begin with an understanding of sounds in words, and many students 
experiencing reading difficulties do not have a phonological foundation. 

What to ask: What to avoid: 

North Dakota Science of Reading 
D Are there frequent opportunities 

for students to engage in sound 
and word play? 

• A " letter of the day" approach 

• Instruction that starts with 
letters first 

C urric ulum Mate1rials Considerations for ND Schoolls 

Sc ie nce of Reading in the Context of North !Dakota PK-1 2 Edu,cation 

D Is the instruction "sounds first" 
so that ora l practice with sounds 
precedes practice with letters? 

This d ocument was c rea ed in partnership b e tween the Central · eg iona l !Education Associa ion (CREA) a nd h e ~" ' ,t'h <=no+ '""' ' ,,...,.,+.,,., ,., 
Coop era ive !SEIEC) for he purp ose of su orting orth Dakota sc ools in erested in se lec i g ELA c un ic ulurr 
ND sta 'e s a nda ds and the Science o l Reading (SOR). It emerge d in res onse o requests from ND scho o l d is 
a lign ins uc iona l ma eria ls o d prac ic es w ith t e so 

ND Science of Rea ding Leadership Teaim CURRI CULUM EVALUATION TOOL 
Thro ugh his colla bora tive p o cess, he D so ' Leadership Team has b een es ablished O sup po he implem This curriculum evaluation tool features components that align with the Simple View of Reading (Gough & Tunmer, 1986) and Scarborough's Rope (Scarboroug h, 

evide nce- ased ins uc tiona l ma eria ls and p rac ic es in ND so ha every s uden Gan be come a ski11ed and j 2001). Word Recognit ion and Language Compreheinsion are b roken down into subcomponenU and w r it ing and spelling as well as assessment are incl uded 

North Dakota School Improvement Fra mework: North Da kota Mu,lti -Ti er System of Su, pports 

North Dako a 's Mu i-rier System o Suppo s [ DMTSS ) is a framework o p rovide a ll students w i h the best OVi 
academic a lly , soc ia lly, emo tiona lly, a nd behaviora lly in school. NDMTSS focuses on provid ing high-qua 1ty ins· 

Green Flags indicate instructiona l practices t hat are aligned with the science of reading. 
Re d Flags indicate inst ructional practices t hat are not aligned with the sc ie nce of reading. 

If the curricul um you are evaluating features a particular Red Flag. place an X in t he adjacent red box. If many/most of the red boxes are checked fo r a particular 
component. it is lik'11y that t h" program is not aligned with t h" Sci9nCQ of R:9ading. K9ep searching! 

NOTES: This tool is to be considered a ~living documenC meaning that it will be periodically updated based on user feedback. suggestions for optimizing use. etc. We than k 
those who contributed to its contenL 

THE SIMPLE VIEW 
OF READING 

K-2 August 2020 

Scarborough's Reading Rope (2001) 

~cooimii) ·-­• o.:.eia...,:i....,... .... __ 

SICI..L.B)R£ADINO: ....,,~­
mol'dl!lltiond ..... 
1-c!MO!lnlta'l -

Copyright The Reading League 2020 

 Reviewing Curriculum 



WORD RECOGNITION 

Phonological awareness 
The ski lls of reading begin with an understanding of sounds in words, and many students 
experiencing reading difficulties do not have a phonologica l foundation . 

What to ask: What to avoid: 

North Dakota Science of Reading 
D Are there frequent opportunities 

for students to engage in sound 
and word play? 

• A " letter of the day" approach 

• Instruction that starts with 
letters first 

Curric ulum Mate1rials Considerations for ND Schoolls 

Sc ie nce of Reading in the Context of North !Dakota PK-1 2 Edu,cation 

This doc ument w as c rea ed in partnership b e tween the Ce ntra l · egiona l !Educ a tion Assoc ia ion (CREA) a nd h e ~"' ,t'h <=no+ '""' ' ,,... ,.,+.,,.,,., 
Coop era ive !SEIEC) fo r he purp ose of su orting orth Da kota sc ools in erested in se lec i g ELA c un ic ulurr 
ND sta 'e s a nda ds and the Sc ience o l Reading (SOR). It emerged in res onse o req uests 
a lign ins uc iona l ma eria ls o d pra c ic es w ith t e so 

ND Science of Rea ding Leadership Teaim 

D Is the instruction "sounds first" 
so that ora l practice with sounds 
precedes practice with letters? 

WORD RECOGNITION 
Phonolo ica l and Phone n:, e Awareness ... 

Thro ugh his co lla bora tive p o cess, he D SO Leadership Team has b een es a b lished o 1 

evide nce- ased ins uctiona l ma eria ls and p rac ic es in ND so ha every s uden c a n be e 

GrNIIFlep IWFlep .. 

North Dakota School Improvement Fra mework: North Da kota Mu,lti -Tier Syste 

North Dako a 's Mu i-rier System o Suppo s [ DMTSS) is a fram ew ork o p rovide a ll studenl 
academically , socia lly, emo tiona lly, a nd behaviora lly in school. NDMTSS focuses on provid 

lnstru ct1ion includes larger units of phonolog ical aware ness (syllable. 
rhyme. onset -,rime) as well as the phoneme level.. 

lnstru ct1ion includes all phoneme aware ness tasks including t hose that 
feat ure advanced manipulat ion{isolat ing, blending, segmenting, delet ion, 
substitut ion, reversal .. 
Advanced p honeme proficiency instru ct ion is evident beyond K-1; 

students are both accurate and automatic w it h these ski lls_ 

Phonemic awareness is tau. ht direct! , ex licit] , and s st ematicall . 

W hen phoneme awareness is taught. awareness of i ndivid ua'I phonemes 
is estab li shed r ior t o introduct1ion of conres ondin ra hemes_ 

A ll levels of phonological and p honeme awareness are assessed and 
monitored re ularll . 
GLOSSARY 

Instruction only attends t o larger units of phonological awareness 
(sy llables, rhym e, onset -r ime) without moving t o t he p honeme level (e.g_, 
b lends such as 't r' are kept intact rat her than having students not ice 
t heir individual sounds _ 
Phoneme awareness inst ruct ion does not include more advanced 
manipulat ion tasks. 

Phoneme awa reness inst ruct ion discontinues after K-1. 

Phonemic awareness is tau ht im licitl and br ief! . 

W hen phoneme awareness is taught. phonemes are immediately 
connected to ra hemes ( r inted lette rs). 

Phonological and phoneme awareness are not assessed and monit ored 
re ularl . 

Phonologic.al awareness, O ne's sensit ivit y t o, or ex plic it awareness of, t he phonologica l structure of words in one's language. This is an "umb rella" 
t erm t hat is used to refer t o a student 's sensit iv it y to any aspect of phonological structure in language. It encompasses aware ness of individua'I 
words in sentences, syllab les, and onset-rime seg ments, as well as awareness of individual phonemes. 
Phoneme awareness, The abiility to not ice. t hink about. o r manipulat e t he individual phonemes (sounds) in word s. It is t he abi'lit y to understand that 

 Reviewing Curriculum 



Reporting Item #3 
Assessment 

NDCC 15.1-21-12.1 

 
   

   
  

  
  

    

  
 

4. To be approved by the superintendent 
of public instruction, each public and 
nonpublic school shall certify to the 
superintendent of public instruction that 
the district or school: 

a. Ensures the placement of highly 
effective teachers in kindergarten 
through grade three; 

b. Has integrated reading instruments
used to diagnose reading development
and comprehension; and 

c. Has integrated evidence-based 
resources to support reading 
development and comprehension 



 
 

      
       

     

     
 

     

The Assessment report will request details for K-3
Instruments meeting the following purposes 

Screen Quickly and efficiently measures overall ability or critical skills of all 
students at specific times of the year. Beginning of year (BOY), and middle 
of year (MOY) to identify possible intervention and instructional needs. 

Diagnose Comprehensive assessment to develop a targeted approach to instruction 
for individual students. 

Progress Monitor Frequent and routine measurement of progress toward a specific goal 
embedded in instruction. 



 Questions? 
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