
 
 
 
 

The North Dakota State Literacy Team is comprised of ten members from diverse backgrounds, including 
educators across all levels of education from early childhood to high school, university professors who are 

experts in literacy, and officials from state and local agencies and will serve a term from 2017-2020. 
 

North Dakota State Literacy Team 

Jennifer Bartsch 
Kindergarten Teacher 

Rugby Public School District 
Rugby, ND 

Melissa Cournia 
Secondary Instructional Coach/Interventionist  

Bismarck High School 
Bismarck, ND 

Vonda Dahl 
District Literacy Coordinator 

Mandan Public Schools 
Mandan, ND 

Debra Follman  
Elementary Principal 

Sweetwater Elementary 
Devils Lake, ND 

Heather Lee 
Special Education Instructor 

Minot State University 
Minot, ND 

Stacey Perez-Fonseca 
Business Manager 

New Town Public School 
New Town, ND 

Tina Pletan 
Elementary Literacy Staff Developer 

Bismarck Public Schools 
Bismarck, ND 

Courtney Seiler 
Professional Learning Coordinator 
South East Education Cooperative 

Fargo, ND 

Jill Staudinger 
VP Children & Family Services 

HIT, Inc. 
Mandan/Dickinson, ND 

Leslee Thorpe 
ECE/Reading Teacher Education Instructor 

Minot State University 
Minot, ND 

 
A special thank you to the North Dakota State Literacy Team for their valuable expertise and  

insight in the creation of this document. 
 

North Dakota Department of Public Instruction State Advisory Team 

Amanda Peterson, Assistant Director 
Office of Academic Support 

Brenda Ehrmantraut, Program Coordinator 
Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Grant 

Ann Ellefson, Director 
Office of Academic Support 

Tara Fuhrer, Director 
Office of Early Learning 

Angie Thomas, Administrative Staff Officer 
School Approval & Opportunity 

 
 

For information regarding the North Dakota Comprehensive Literacy Plan,  
please contact the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction at (701) 328-3545



 


