
ACROSS THE 
DESK
March 2026

Lake Sakakawea



AI Bot Rules for NDDPI 
Hosted Meetings/Webinars

“Please be advised that due to privacy concerns 
and potential legal implications, the use of 

external AI transcription tools is strictly 
prohibited in NDDPI meetings. If you wish to 
record a meeting for transcription purposes, 
please submit your request to the meeting 

organizer."



Agenda 
• Free/Reduced Data Posted

• Meals served data also available
• Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) essentials
• Buy American reminders



School Breakfast Week



Thank you, Bottineau!
• Kelly Olson
• Patricia Graber
• Cindy Lagasse
& crew
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Next Celebration:  3.1415926535897932384626433832795



Provision Programs
• Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)

• Provision 1

• Provision 2

• Provision 3



Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)
9

• An alternative to household applications for high poverty local 
educational agencies (LEAs) and schools 

• Eligible LEAs/schools serve free lunches and breakfasts to all 
students for 4 successive school years

• Meal reimbursement is based on Identified Student Percentage 
(ISP)



LEA Eligibility for CEP
10

• LEAs may elect the CEP for the entire district, 
individual schools, or a group of schools 

• To be eligible, the LEA/individual school/group of 
schools must have an ISP of at least 25% 

• Identified Students are those certified for free meals 
that are NOT subject to verification (example: 
directly certified through SNAP)



How Does CEP Work?
11

• The ISP multiplied by a factor of 1.6 equals 
the percentage of total meals reimbursed 
at the Federal free rate. 

• The remaining percentage of total meals 
reimbursed at the Federal paid rate. 

• Any meal costs in excess of the total 
Federal reimbursement must be covered 
with non-Federal funds. 



How Does CEP Work?
12

• LEA and schools run direct certification matches no later than April 1st 
of each year to obtain current counts of SNAP,  TANF, Medicaid and 
FDPIR participants.

• Homeless, migrant youth, and foster children lists are matched no later 
than April 1st of each year to include in the ISP. 

• Each year, LEAs or schools may use the ISP from the year prior to the 
first year or an updated identified student percentage from the prior 
year, whichever is higher.



Provision 1: Simplified Applications
13

 > 80% enrolled students eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals

 Students certified Free are eligible for 2-year 
period

 All other households provided meal application 
and apply for benefits each year

 Schools record daily meal counts by eligibility 
category as basis for Claims for Reimbursement



Provision 2:
Simplified Counting and Claiming14

• Schools make eligibility determinations and count meals by type
(F/RP/P) in the first year (Base Year)

• Use claiming percentages from base year in non-base years, take
total meal counts only.

• Schools use the same F/RP percentage for four school years
• All students receive meals at no charge



Provision 2: Base Year
15

September 2023: 80 free meals
     15 reduced price meals
            + 5 paid meals
           = 100 total meals per day

     80/100 = 80% Free
     15/100 = 15% Reduced
       5/100 =  5%  Paid



Provision 2: Non-Base Year Example
16

September 2024 
Total meal count for the month:  150
  

 Claim for Reimbursement:
 .80 x 150 =  120 free rate 
 .15 x 150 =    23 reduced price rate
 .05 x 150 =      7 paid rate



Provision 3: 
Simplified Counting and Claiming17

• Schools follow procedures similar to those under Provision 2

• Schools receive the same level of federal cash and commodity 
assistance each year, with some adjustments, for a 4-year period



Provision 3: Base Year
18

• Base Year
• Outside of the 4-year cycle
• Offer meals either at no charge, or charge students eligible for RP/P meals
• Make eligibility determinations and count daily meals by type
• Establish base year socioeconomic data
• Claim reimbursement from these counts



Provision 3: Non- Base Year
19

• Non-Base Years
• Offer all meals at no charge
• Count total meals
• Claim reimbursement according to Base Year numbers adjusted for:

• Inflation
• Change in enrollment
• Change in number of operating days



Extensions
20

• Provisions 2 and 3 can be extended for 4 years if the income level 
of the school’s population:  

• Remained stable
• Declined
• Had negligible improvement (5% or less)



Best Practices
• Budget
• Procurement
• Student Participation



Buy American Update



Buy American Update



FAR 25.104 





Buy American Update



How to eliminate non-domestic product
1. Set up the distributor order guide with 

only domestically produced items
2. Also set substitutions that meet the Buy 

American provision
3. Require that the distributor contact you 

before sending a substitution
4. Write the Buy American provision into all 

specifications and contracts so 
distributors know they must be sending 
domestic product.

5. If non-domestic product is ORDERED, you 
must justify it.

6. Train staff on the Buy American provision 
so everyone knows what they are looking 
for.



COOPERATIVE
FOOD SERVICE

• Melissa Mattson
Director of Administrative Services

info@purchasingconnection.org

Phone: 866-337-2005

-Letter to opt in:
Friday or early next week

-Link for suggestions, concerns
Particularly pricing!

mailto:info@purchasingconnection.org


• Theme: March is celebrating National School Breakfast! Pictures 
are due Tuesday, March 31.

• Photo Criteria:
• Full lunch or breakfast tray (all components + milk).
• Close-up, well-lit photo.
• If students are visible, ensure photo release forms are signed.

• Submission: Email your photo to amolson@nd.gov.
• Optional: Participate if you feel inspired!

Tray of the Month

February-Soups & Stews 
Bismarck Public Schools – 

Century High School

mailto:amolson@nd.gov


School and Childcare Garden Grant
Eligibility:
• All school districts in the National School Lunch Program
• Childcare facilities operating CACFP
Awards:
• $1,000 per award
• 9 awards reserved for school districts
• 9 awards reserved for CACFP sites
Allowable Expenses:
• Supplies, materials, and equipment for indoor or outdoor gardening, including:

• Soil, compost, raised beds
• Seeds, plants, fruit trees
• Tools, watering/irrigation systems
• Indoor growing systems
• Gardening learning supplies
• Required to submit receipts and ledger for claims.

Application Deadline: Friday, March 13 at 4:00pm!!

Funding opportunity is on Web Grants.

Wing Community Garden



Questions?



Other Training/Resources
North Dakota 
Educational Hub: 
Myndeducational.hub.org



Kitchen Counter 
Conversation

3rd Tuesday of each Month
2 p.m. Central Time

Registration for each KCC is in the last 
Newsletter

( 7 0 1 )  3 2 8 - 2 2 9 4

W W W . N D . G O V / D P I

Next: Tuesday, March 17, 2026
 Recapping School Breakfast Week
  Diving into Whole Milk

Jarrett J. Krosoczka’s “Lunch Lady” 



Across the Desk
2nd Tuesday of each Month
2 p.m. Central Time
Registration for each KCC is in 
the last Newsletter

APR IL  14 TH

TOPIC :  TBD





DPICNFD@ND.GOV (701) 328-2260WWW.ND.GOV/DPI

Questions & Discussion



Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). 
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the State or local Agency that administers the program or 
contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 
690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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