
Presented by Jennifer Barry, 

Department of Human Services 

February, 3, 2014 



We’ll Shine Together 

What is Bright & 

Early ND? 

 



We’ll Shine Together 

   Bright & Early North Dakota 

•  Part of a national movement of states to adopt Quality Rating and 

Improvement Systems (QRIS) for early childhood services. 

 

 

• 



We’ll Shine Together 

   Bright & Early North Dakota 

•  Led by the N.D. Department of Human Services, in partnership with    

Child Care Aware of N.D. and Erica Kindem, Bright & Early ND 

Coordinator 

 

•  Based on the latest scientific research 

 

•  Tested in the “real world”.  Two year pilot in Cass County with 35 

child care programs; 683 families; and over 1,200 children 

 

•  Based on a Continuous Quality Improvement philosophy 
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   Bright & Early North Dakota 

 

•  Recognizes child care as an important profession in our community   

 

•  Brings additional dollars and the most current tools to our profession 

 

•  Focuses on giving children the best beginning possible, so they will be 

prepared for school and life 

 

•  Provides recognition for a job well done   

 

•  Educates parents about the importance of the first 5 years, and   

connects families to child care programs that are taking steps with 

Bright & Early to prepare children for their future  
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Why Bright & 

Early ND? 
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90% of a child’s brain 

development happens before they 

enter kindergarten. 

Source: ZERO TO THREE-National Center for Infants, Toddlers, and Families  
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   Education Pipeline in North Dakota 



We’ll Shine Together 

Every $1 

invested in early  
education produces 

a 7-10%  

return, according to 

researchers from the 
Minneapolis Federal 

Reserve Bank. 
 

http://www.minneapolisfed.org/p

ublications_papers/pub_display.

cfm?id=3832 

Economic Prosperity 
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How will Bright & 

Early ND work? 
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Combined funding from 

2013 HB 1012 and 2013 

HB 1422 has made 

limited statewide 

implementation of the 

first two steps possible 

for each county. 
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Statewide Implementation 
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4 Steps 
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