A Word From 2009-2010 North Dakota
President Adam Balk

Hello North Dakota PAS. My name is Adam James Balk and
| was recently elected state president. | am excited to hold this
position and am honored to be chosen to lead the state! | come
from a small town called Sawyer, about 11 miles Southeast of
Minot. | was born in Minot and spent my younger years in the
country outside of Sawyer. In grade school at Velva Public School |
played basketball and trombone in band. | stopped doing both of
these things when | was a freshman. | took shop class and began
working instead. This was the point where | was in FFA for three
years. | held offices as a secretary, my sophomore year, and Vice
President my junior year. As a sophomore, | also held the
reporter/webmaster position in the Velva FBLA Chapter. | worked
for Knorr Farm’s after school and on the weekends as a hired man.
| worked on equipment, drove tractor, as well as clean grain bins.
When | was a junior, | decided | wanted to be a part of that Velva
football program that had been winning state championships the
whole time | was in high school. That is one of the
accomplishments | am most proud of. | had never played a game in
my life and was able to start defensive line every game of our 12-0
Championship season. It proved to me that hard work and
determination was all | needed to get what | wanted. After
graduating co-salutatorian of the class of 2007, | began attending
Bismarck State College. | was elected the chapter vice-president
position my freshman year. | attended National PAS in Dallas
where | took first place in Career Planning, Agribusiness area, and
second place in Job Interview, machinery technician area. In my
sophomore year, | was elected president of the BSC chapter. At
state | was elected your state president. | will serve my term
through the end of the school year from Bismarck State College.
After graduation in May, | will be hired on full-time as the
warehouse manager of Poynter’s Ag Supply.
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A Word From 2009-2010 North Dakota
Secretary & National VP Casey Mueller

Hello North Dakota PAS Members! | hope everyone has
either dug themselves out of the snow or not floated away in the
floods in these past few weeks. | am pleased to serve as the North
Dakota State PAS Secretary as well as one of your National PAS
Vice Presidents. I'll take a second to tell you about myself since
not too many of you know me.

My family runs a cattle ranch in North-East Wyoming and
one in South-East Montana. We raise Black Angus cattle with a
little Maine Anjou thrown in. My father is a first generation
rancher on his side and my mother’s family homesteaded our
Montana ranch and have been cattle ranching for over a century.
My father, Steve, is an Environmental Engineer for Black Hills
Power and my mother, Rita, is a seventh grade math teacher in
Gillette. | have three brothers and a sister. Jack is graduating from
the University of Nevada Reno with a BA in Anthropology, Sam is
going to the Gillette branch of Sheridan College for general
studies. Eva is taking general classes at the main campus of
Sheridan College and my youngest brother Weston is a senior at
Campbell County High School in Gillette. | graduated from CCHS in
2004 and went to Northwest College in Powell, Wyoming. While
there, | livestock judged, was in Student Senate and Block and
Bridle and finished in the spring of 2006 with an Associate Degree
in Agriculture Business. | then attended Black Hills State University
for a year and then made my way up to Dickinson State University
to major in Agriculture Business and Accounting. | also spent four
summers in Custer State Park in South Dakota working for a
stables where | was assistant manager and trained horses. | now
work at American Bank Center as a teller and night processor and
at Able Inc. assisting mentally handicapped individuals.

My hope for the year as a state officer and as a national
officer is to create excitement about this great organization year-
round; not just during convention time. Another is to better open
the lines of communication between the national, state and local
level of the organization. Do not hesitate to contact me to share
ideas and thoughts; find me on facebook or email me at
acacia_24@hotmail.com. I'm excited to get to know everyone and
hope for a great year!

“This is a critical
time for animal
agriculture in North
America. It outlines
the challenges and
identifies some of
the choices that
need to be made.”

-Charlie Stenholm




2009 State PAS Convention is Great!

The North Dakota PAS annual convention held January 28-
30 at the Minot Grand International Hotel was a great success this
year! A total of 98 members and advisors were registered for the
conference, which is an increase of 20 members over last years’
attendance.

With the involvement of members who took on leadership
roles at the fall leadership conference, several enhancements to
the convention schedule and events made for an improved
convention this year. A special thank you is extended to BSC
instructor, Bobbi Bingeman, for her help in coordinating these
changes.

Special sponsorship by the Titan Machinery Company and
Titan representative Josh Koehnen provided bright yellow polo
shirts for all Ag Salesmanship competitors. These shirts not only
gave our members a very professional appearance, but increased
the visibility of our organization, recognition of our logo and
highlighted our presence at the KMOT AG Expo.

Members also had the opportunity to host a hospitality
area for exhibitors. KMOT provided the area and the refreshments
and PAS members provided the hospitality to give exhibitors a
private area where they could meet with customers, make a
phone call, or just relax. This service opportunity was made
possible because of the support and cooperation of KMOT and
manager Tom Ross.

We also tried something this year that did not work out so
well. Awards for the Ag Sales competition were presented at the
Exhibitor Social held in the upper atrium of the State Fair center.
The intention of this was so that the cooperating exhibitors and
their student/ag sales competitors would be together for the
presentation of awards. In the end, we found out that this
location, the poor PA system and lack of attention by the majority
of exhibitors — did not work well at all —and we should probably go
back to presenting these awards at our Friday night banquet next
year.

2009 State
Convention Results

PREPARED PUBLIC
SPEAKING

1%: Ben Seidler, NDSU
2" Nikki Fideldy, BSC
3" Stacy Jangula, BSC

IMPROMPTU PUBLIC
SPEAKING

1*: Brooke Jameson, NDSU
2": Mitchell Becker, NDSU

AG MACHINERY SERVICE
TECHNICIAN

Teams:

1*: NDSCS; Andrew Gartner
& Josh Hora

2" NDSC; Josh Weigel &
Seth Peters

3" NDSC; Paul Hovland &
Zane Erickson

4™: NDSC; Shay Williamson &
Chris Gumm

5%: NDSC; Grant Hofmann &
Brandon Spellerberg

6™ Derrick Thompson &
Jessie Maly

High Individual: Andrew
Gartner



Silent Auctions were also held at the Ag Expo, both at the
hospitality area and at the Exhibitor Social. Items offered raised
nearly $1000 dollars for National Convention Travel.

Later in the evening, many members took advantage of
the private “PAS Beach Party” at the Sleep Inn water park. Water
Slides, Hot Tubs and Water Games including a Belly-Flop
competition, made for an interesting, late-night, fun event.

National PAS Executive Director Jeff Papke was our special
guest at the convention this year. We were excited to have him
participate in our convention, speak at our banquet, and have a lot
of fun getting to know our members.

--Doug Vannurden

PAS sponsors Ag Sales Contest for FFA

The North Dakota PAS continues to sponsor the North
Dakota FFA’s State Ag Sales contest. Our sponsorship includes
sponsorship of ribbons, medals, traveling team trophy, high
individual bison trophy, high individual scholarship and team
plaque. Bruce and Mara Glasow of Kindred partner with us in
providing this sponsorship.

A total of 105 FFA members representing 31 schools/FFA
Chapters participated in this years’ state Ag Sales competition.
The event is held annually in conjunction with the North Dakota
Winter Show in Valley City.

The FFA Ag Sales event consists of a written exam on
general salesmanship knowledge, an individual sales presentation
of an ag related product and a team presentation developing a
marketing strategy for a selected ag product. This year’s product
was a Kuhn Mfg, rotary mower/conditioner.

This year a total of 48 Judges were used to evaluate the
sales presentations and team presentations. A new site, the Valley
City Auditorium, was used for the contest. State PAS president
Adam Balk and State PAS Ag Salesmanship contestant Drew
Erdman traveled to Valley City to serve as Judges and to represent
PAS at the Awards presentation.

EMPLOYMENT INTERVIEW —
PRODUCTION

Crops: Tyler Bakken, NDSCS
Dariy: Shayna Olson, NDSCS
Livestock: Kylie Cirks, NDSCS

EMPLOYMENT INTERVIEW —
AGRIBUSINESS

Ag Education: Brook
Jameson, NDSU

Fertilizer/Farm Chemicals:
Jason Koenig, NDSCS

EMPLOYMENT INTERVIEW —
DIVISION C

Forestry & Natural
Resources: Molly Backhaus,
BSC

Landscape Careers: Mitchell
Becker, NDSU

CAREER PORTFOLIOS
1*: Aaron Steckler, BSC
2": Nikki Fideldy, BSC
CROPS SPECIALIST
Teams:

1*: Nate Messmer & Cordell
Schmidtz, BSC

2" Joe Odermann & Drew
Erdmann, BSC

3™ Cassie Volk & Kistin
Thomas, WSC



The winning team this year is the Team from Medina FFA
with team members Ashlee Moser, Dacotah Dockter, Brock Knodel
and Kent Slaughter and advisor Missy Hansen. The High Individual
was Ashlee Moser. This team will now represent North Dakota in
the National FFA Ag Sales Career Development Event at the
National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana in October. Last
year our state champion team from Napoleon FFA went on to
become National AG Sales Champions.

Our state PAS organization has received several thank you
notes from FFA Chapters including the Medina Chapter, the
Wahpeton Chapter, the Oakes/Sargent Central Chapter, the
Fessenden-Bowdon Chapter, the Rugby Chapter, the Carrington
Chapter and the Grant County Chapter.

--Doug Vannurden

Williston State College PAS

Well, here we are, the little Ag Club that could. Beginning
in September, we had a whopping 4 members plus our fearless
leader Kim Murphy. WSC PAS started out the year by having a
pumpkin carving contest in October. The club decided to make
this open to anybody who wanted to come and ended up having
another person join! So that bumped us up to 5 members! In
November, we went International by attending the Agribition
Show in Regina, Canada. By the time December came along we
where all feeling “old man winter” so we had our annual “cold day

4™: Steven Houston & Steven
Sivertson, WSC

High Individual: Nate
Messmer, BSC

LIVESTOCK SPECIALIST
Teams:

1°': NDSU — Sara Seefeld,
Amanda Kopp, Andrew
Dosch, Brook Jameson, Ben
Seidler & Nick Hart

2": DSU — Becky Dukart,
Chris Holznagel, Marissa
Krebs, Brittany Krebs, Mike
Schmidt, Katie Dukart, Ashley
Heflin, Raylene Tusler &
Walker Sabin

3™: BSC2 — Nathan Messmer,
Cordell Schmidtz & Aleah
Barenthsen

4™: BSC — Halley Wax, Jessica
Hauge, Aaron Steckler,
Kristine Dammel, Emily
Lasher, Alex Wald, Stephanie
Vandehoven, Josh Thomas &
Molly Backhaus

5™ NDSCS — Tina Cavett, Kyle
Bleecker & Shayna Olson

Individuals:

Beef: Sara Seefeld, NDSU

Sheep: Brook Jameson,
NDSU

Swine: Ashley Heflin, DSU

Overall: Brook Jameson,
NDSU



in December”/Christmas party. January brought us our
“homemade chocolate pudding/ice cream/dart” meeting and
State PAS. Everyone who attended State had a good time and a
great experience although we didn’t bring home any hardware.
February was a busy month for us. The Z”d, 3“’, and 4™ we hosted
the Photo Contest at the Hard Red Spring Wheat Show in Williston.
Suddenly March was upon us and that meant National PAS! Kisten
Thomas was the only member to attend. It was quite the
adventure to get there! Sadly, the Ag department ended their
school year at the end of March which meant the departure of
everyone back to their homelands. Although the year is over for
us, most of us plan to come back to help with “Careers on Wheels”
in April, and a BBQ to honor our graduating members in May. We
had a great year and many memories were made. As far as known
at the time of writing this up, only one member will be returning
for the following semester.

BSC ATNR Club
Advisors: Craig Kleven, Bobbi Bingeman, Carmel Miller, & Tyler
Schau
Officers:

President- Adam Balk
Secretary- HaylLee Wax

COLLEGE BOWL

1°': NDSU — Sara Seefeld,
Mitchell Becker, Brook
Jameson, Nick Hart & Ben
Seidler

EQUINE SPECIALIST
Teams:

1%": Chelsea Johnson & Emily
Lasher, BSC

2" Bobbie Manikowski &
Kylie Cirks, NDSCS

High Individual: Bobbie
Manikowski, NDSCS

SOIL SPECIALIST
Teams:

1°": Adam Balk & Jordan
Kramer, BSC

2" Abram Valenta & Ethan
Bartholomay, NDSCS

3™: Steven Houston & Kistin
Thomas, WSC

High Individual: Jordan
Kramer, BSC

AGRIBUSINESS — SALES

Machinery Division:

1*: Andrew Dosch, NDSU

2"%: Brandon Elkins, DSU



Treasurer- Nikki Fideldy

Reporter- Chelsey Johnson

Board of Governors (BOG) - Drew Erdman, Emily Lasher, Stephanie
Vandehoven

Number of Members: 43 members

Activities Sponsored:
Custodian Appreciation Day

The club purchased a cake for the janitors of the Tech building,
made a large card and all of the members signed it. Students,
faculty and staff were able to say Thank you to the janitorial staff
for keeping our building clean and neat.

ATNR Breakfast

At our ATNR breakfast during finals week in December, we
bring out the grill and students donate different types of sausage
(country and hamburger), and the club purchases eggs, tortilla
shells and other ingredients so that ATNR students and BSC
employees can stop in and have a breakfast burrito before a big
final in class or to kick start the workday.

Ag Round-up

High School FFA students and 4-H members are able to
come and listen to speakers of different careers, learn more about
livestock and crops judging along with agribusiness sales, and
equine. This also serves as an opportunity to recruit students and
future club members. This event helps the younger generations to
get a good idea of what we do as a club and to help introduce our
interest to younger people and hopefully start the same fire in
their eyes as ours about the excitement of Agriculture.

Raffle

The club has a raffle that includes a couple of big ticket
items. This year on the raffle was a 270 Weatherby Rifle, Bennelli
12 gauge Shotgun with 26” barrel and this

3™: Aaron Steckler, BSC
Equipment

1°*: Amanda Kopp, NDSU
2" Sara Seefeld, NDSU
3 Brian Kunkel, BSC
Ag Seed & Feed

1°: Drew Erdmann, BSC

2" Stephanie Vandehoven,
BSC

3" Katie Dukart, DSU

Ag Products & Services

1*: Brooke Jameson, NDSU
2" Levi Rue, BSC

3" Kristine Dammel, BSC



seems to be a big hit as to why people buy the tickets. The club
also has other items such as gift certificates from different
companies: gas card, pampered chef, etc., and some students
donate their time to make items like blankets or quilts. Each
member is required to sell a minimum of 10 tickets or one book of
tickets at $10.00/ticket. We try to get the tickets to the members
around the time of Thanksgiving or Christmas so they have the
chance to get out and sell as many as they can. The money we
accumulate is used to help pay for meals at meetings, club field
trips, and travel to State and National PAS.

Recycling

This is a new event for our club that is a campus
wide effort that will focus on recycling plastic. The club isin
charge of emptying out the plastic bins that will be set up in the
Tech building. The bins will be emptied once a week or as needed
and members take the accumulated recyclable items to a larger
bin were all the products will get recycled.

Recruiting Ideas:

The club purchases pizza and pop for meetings from the
BSC dinning services and we get a good response from this
because we hold our meetings over lunch hour because a lot of
the members would go get food, because they had class again at
1:00 pm, instead of coming to the meetings, so we devised this
idea to help solve the problem of minimal members attending the
meetings. The pizza has helped increase attendance.

Other activities around campus and community

We compete in different events, or competitions between
the other clubs on campus. Some of these events include but are
not limited to dodge ball tournaments, blood drives, ginger bread
house building contest, and others.

--Chelsey Johnson



Dickinson State University PAS

It has been a busy school year at Dickinson State
University. For homecoming, PAS had a royalty candidate in
Raylene Tusler. We also built a float to match the theme “Viva
Hawk Vegas.” Our annual event, Roughrider Judging is over and
was a great success, as usual. FFA chapters and 4H clubs from
across the state gathered to King Pavilion for a day of judging, food
and critique. Recreational meetings sprinkled our school year that
have included sledding, bowling and a night at the local rec center
for basketball, volleyball and other sports. Fast approaching is Kids
Day on the Farm where children from all over the South-Western
part of the state pour into the pavilion to learn about agricultural
life. PAS also provides cookies and a petting zoo. Next is the
banquet PAS puts on every year. It honors officers, outstanding
members, competitors and the community while serving up a
delicious meal. Members bring friends and family as well as the
DSU Agriculture Department faculty. Allin all it has been a busy
year and as it comes to a close, DSU PAS would like to wish the
best of luck to all PAS members and especially to this year’s
graduates.

--Casey Mueller




National PAS Convention

“Sweet Success, Rich Rewards”

North Dakota PAS would like to congratulate everyone who
received rewards at the 2009 National PAS Convention in Hershey
Pennsylvania.

Ag Sales

3" Place: Andrew Erdman, BSC

AMSTA

1%: Josh Hora & Andrew Gartner, NDSCS

2": Zane Erickson & Paul Hovland, NDSCS

7™ Seth Peters & Josh Weigel, NDSCS
Career Planning

Agriculture Education Systems

1°": Jessie Hendrickson, NDSCS

10™: Kristin Thomas, NDSCS

11"™: Nikki Fideldy, BSC

Animal Systems, Non-Ruminant Animal
4™: Emily Lasher, BSC

Animal Systems, Ruminant Animal
2" Aaron Steckler, BSC

Plant Systems

5™ Cordell Schmitz, BSC

13" Stephanie Vandehoven
Retail Agribusiness Systems

12™: Nate Messmer, BSC
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Career Progress

Agribusiness Management & Marketing Systems
1%": Haylee Wax, BSC

Retail Agribusiness Systems

7": Drew Erdman, BSC

College Bowl

2" Round: DSU — Brandon Elkins, Becky Dukart, Raylene Tusler,
Holly Jordan & Casey Mueller

Crop Specialist
6™ Nate Messmer (12" Indv) & Cordell Schmitz (14" Indiv), BSC

13" Seth Schimming (28" Indv) & Jessie Hendrickson (24" Indv),
NDSCS

Dairy Contest
17™: Aaron Steckler, Shayna Olson & Stephanie Vandehoven, BSC
Employment Interview

Agribusiness Administration Welcon

th, NGLL: HERSHEy,
77" Nikki Fideldy, BSC

Feeds & Animal Health

5™ Stephanie Vandehoven, BSC
Fertilizer & Ag Chemicals

3" Jessica Hauge, BSC
Livestock Production

7" Brian Kunkel, BSC
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Equine Specialist

7" Chelsey Johnson, BSC
15™: Casey Mueller, DSU
19™: Emily Lasher, BSC
Livestock Specialist

Beef

7" Place Team

11" Brandon Elkins, DSU
17™: Jessica Hauge, BSC

20" Haylee Wax, BSC

i
i

Overall

1% Place Team

2": Becky Dukart, DSU
4™: Kyle Krebs, DSU

6™ Raylene Tusler, DSU
Soil Specialist

03/11/2009

5% Place Team

8": Adam Balk, BSC

11" Brian Kunkel, BSC

6" Place Team

15™: Ethan Bartholomay, NDSCS
16 Abe Valenta, NDSCS

National Vice President: Casey Mueller
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