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  STATE BOARD FOR CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

 Minutes of Meeting 

 June 20, 2016 

 

 Members of the State Board for Career and Technical Education met at 8:00 a.m. CST, 

in the Peace Garden Room, State Capitol, Bismarck.  The meeting was called to order by Dr. 

Brian Duchscherer, Chair.  The following members were present: 

 Ms. Kirsten Baesler, Member 
 Ms. Cheri Giesen, Member 
 Dr. Mark Hagerott, Member 
 Dr. Jeff Lind, Member 
 Ms. Debby Marshall, Vice Chair 
 Ms. Sonia Meehl, Member 
 Ms. Val Moritz, Member 
 Mr. David Richter, Member 
   
 Wayne Kutzer, Mark Wagner, Gwen Ferderer, Brenda Schuler, Debra Huber, Paula 

Marschner, and Becky Deichert were also present. Dr. Duchscherer welcomed board and 

audience members. 

 CONSIDERATION OF MAY 16, 2016 MINUTES – A motion was made by Dr. Lind 

and seconded by Ms. Giesen to approve the minutes of the May 16, 2016 meeting as 

recommended. The motion passed unanimously. 

 FINANCIAL REPORT – Ms. Ferderer reviewed the Appropriation Status Report and the 

Administrative Budget and Expenditures Report for month ended May, 2016, reporting that end 

of year payments are currently being processed. 

 Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Marshall and seconded by Ms. 

Meehl to approve the financial reports as presented. The motion passed unanimously.  

 DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Mr. Kutzer reported that North Dakota (involving Job 

Service, the Department of Commerce and the Department of Career and Technical Education) 
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received a $200,000 grant to promote more apprenticeships in the state. CTE will be looking 

into how to work with pre-apprenticeships in secondary CTE programs, specifically in the areas 

of Information Technology, Health Sciences and Advanced Manufacturing.  

 Mr. Kutzer also reported that there are two open positions in the agency.  The TITH 

Assistant Supervisor position is currently being advertised and the FCS Assistant Supervisor 

position will not be opened at this time.  It is anticipated that the FCS position will not be filled. 

 PROPOSED FY2017 STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING – Mr. Kutzer reviewed the 

Administrative Budget Comparisons and the FY2017 General Fund Projections (blue 

handouts), reporting that the 4.05% budget cut resulted in a 2015-17 Biennium General Fund 

Appropriation of $32,546,299. With the reduction of reimbursement rates of one percent across 

the board, it is anticipated that there could be a positive balance of $208,565 at the end of the 

biennium. Updated figures will be provided in September or October after all reimbursement 

claims have been processed to determine if any additional adjustments need to be made. 

 The Perkins Obligations for FY2017 (blue handout) was also reviewed. The amounts are 

less than the previous year, due mainly to a large carryover from 2015 into 2016 and virtually 

no carryover from 2016 into 2017.  

 Mr. Kutzer then reported that the Government and Finance Committee met regarding the 

budget shortfall and the continued downturn in the economy. Later this summer, if the 

downturn continues, there is a potential of further reductions, along with a possible special 

session to address the budget issues. 

 Discussion was held on the FY2017 state and federal funding and how the funding and 

activities are determined. Mr. Kutzer explained that at the state level there are some activities  

 

mandated by legislation and at the federal level, five percent goes toward administration, ten 
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percent for leadership activities and the remaining dollars go out to schools.  

 Following further discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Baesler and seconded by Mr. 

Richter to approve the FY2017 State and Federal Funding as presented and recommended by 

Mr. Kutzer. The roll call vote was as follows: 

 Ms. Meehl – aye 
 Ms. Moritz– aye 
 Dr. Lind - aye 
 Ms. Marshall - aye 
 Mr. Richter - aye 
 Ms. Baesler – aye 
 Dr. Hagerott – aye 
 Ms. Giesen - aye 
 Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
  
 The motion passed unanimously.     

 PROPOSED 2017-2019 BIENNIUM BUDGET – Mr. Kutzer reviewed the 

Appropriation Status Report (yellow handout), reporting that it reflects the Governor’s directive 

of preparing a 90% budget for the 2017-19 biennium. The General Fund Budget Projection 

(yellow handout) shows the General Fund Budget Request Limit of $30,602,424.  

 In order to meet the overall budget reductions, Salary & Operating were reduced by 8.1%, 

Secondary Programs by 7.6%, Adult Farm Management by 7.8% and the balance of the budget 

by 12%.  Footnotes show the reimbursement rate reductions used to balance the budget. The 

2017 Perkins proposed budget, which remains the same, was also reviewed.   

 Mr. Kutzer reported that he will be preparing the optional budget package request for the 

upcoming Legislative session, with funding being a top priority.   

 Discussion was held on the biennium budget and proposed reductions and the impact the 

reductions would have on the agency and schools. 

 

 Following further discussion, Mr. Kutzer asked for recommendations and suggestions 
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when submitting the optional budget package to reinstate funding. 

 A motion was made by Dr. Lind and seconded by Dr. Hagerott to approve the 2017-2019 

Biennium Budget as presented. The roll call vote was as follows: 

 Ms. Meehl – aye 
 Ms. Moritz– aye 
 Dr. Lind - aye 
 Ms. Marshall - aye 
 Mr. Richter - aye 
 Ms. Baesler – aye 
 Dr. Hagerott – aye 
 Ms. Giesen - aye 
 Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
  
 The motion passed unanimously. 

 PRIVATE CAREER SCHOOLS – A. Annual Renewal Requests – Ms. Debra Huber 

reviewed five private career school applications seeking renewal of regular status and 

recommended approval for all, stating that the career schools meet the Board’s standards and 

criteria and are fully accredited. A sixth school, At-Home Professions, is being recommended 

for approval with an increase to the bond amount from $10,000 to $15,000 based on financial 

statements submitted that indicate significant net losses. 

 Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Dr. Lind and seconded by Dr. 

Hagerott to approve the private career schools through June 30, 2017 as recommended with the 

increased bond stipulation for At-Home Professions. The roll call vote was as follows: 

 Ms. Moritz– aye 
 Dr. Lind - aye 
 Ms. Marshall - aye 
 Mr. Richter - aye 
 Ms. Baesler – aye 
 Dr. Hagerott – aye 
 Ms. Giesen – aye 
 Ms. Meehl – aye 
 Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
  
 The motion passed unanimously.   
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 B. New Program Requests – Lynnes Welding – Ms. Huber reviewed four new program 

requests from Lynnes Welding, reporting that the Aluminum Gas Metal Arc Welding Skills, 

Lean Welding and Prep-Combination Welding Inspector programs are a week long and the 

Combination Welder II program is in multiple segments.  All program requests meet the 

Board’s standards and criteria. 

 Following a brief discussion, Ms. Huber recommended approval of the four new program 

requests for Lynnes Welding. A motion was made by Ms. Moritz and seconded by Dr. Lind to 

approve the four new program requests for Lynnes Welding through June 30, 2017. The roll 

call vote was as follows: 

 Ms. Meehl – aye  
 Ms. Marshall - aye 
 Mr. Richter - aye 
 Ms. Baesler – aye 
 Dr. Hagerott – aye 
 Ms. Giesen – aye 
 Ms. Moritz– aye 
 Dr. Lind - aye 
 Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
  
 The motion passed unanimously.   

 Sanford Sonography Program Status Update - Ms. Huber reported that the Sanford 

Sonography Program will not be seeking renewal of authorization to operate by the State Board 

for Career and Technical Education because they plan to enter into a partnership with the North 

Dakota State University. 

 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE – Ms. Marschner provided a 

brief overview of the Professional Development Conference being held August 8-10, 2016, at 

the Ramkota Hotel, Bismarck and invited board members to attend. 

 

 ACTE NATIONAL CONVENTION, November 30-December 4, 2016, Las Vegas, 
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Nevada – Mr. Kutzer reported that no staff will be attending ACTE this year due to budget cuts. 

 FUTURE MEETINGS – The September board meeting is scheduled for Monday, 

September 19, 2016. 

 Discussion was held on the Combined Board Meeting and whether the meeting could be 

held on Tuesday, September 20 since the Career and Technical Education Board is hosting the 

meeting. Mr. Kutzer responded that he will make the recommendation. 

 OTHER – Mr. Kutzer distributed a letter from the Lake Area Career and Technology 

Center, Devils Lake, announcing that Maddock, Munich and Starkweather have joined the area 

center.  

 Following a brief discussion on the programs being offered to the students, a motion was 

made by Ms. Baesler and seconded by Mr. Richter to approve Maddock, Munich and 

Starkweather to join the Lake Area Career and Technology Center.  

. The roll call vote was as follows: 

 Ms. Meehl – aye  
 Ms. Moritz – aye 
 Dr. Lind – aye 
 Ms. Marshall - aye 
 Mr. Richter - aye 
 Ms. Baesler – aye 
 Dr. Hagerott – aye 
 Ms. Giesen – aye 
 Dr. Duchscherer – aye 
  
 The motion passed unanimously.   

 Ms. Giesen reported that discussion was held at a Workforce Advisory Council meeting on 

how to better get the word out to parents about career and technical education because the 

perception is that not enough is being done. 

 Discussion was held and it was agreed that schools are currently doing everything they can 

to promote and inform parents and students about career and technical education and that the 



 2505

apprenticeship model may help. It was also discussed whether this topic would be helpful 

during the Professional Development Conference. 

 The board also agreed that it would be beneficial for business and industry to promote 

and/or market career and technical education as well.  

  

 The meeting adjourned at 9:36 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
_____________________________                 
Dr. Brian Duchscherer 
SBCTE Chairperson     


