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History of the North Dakota
School for the Deaf




School Motto

Looking back with pride

Looking forward with confidence



Superintendent Anson Spear
1890-1895

Average number of pupils
during Spear tenure: 28

Communication:

Combined method - use of signs and
manual alphabet
Use of oral methods
with pupils who showed abillity



Spear tenure

and son

A Only deaf superintendent - 1890 helped
establish North Dakota School for the Deaf

A Oversaw construction of main building ready
for occupancy-1893

A Implemented trade programs: farm, dairy,
garden, printing, sewing and housekeeping

A Established the Banner, a semi-monthly
newspaper printed by students

A Law passed - $50 penalty for parents who
refused to send their deaf child to school



1890-1895 scenes from campus

MISS CLARA HALYV )

Left to right: Milley Gerke (Melica), Gilman Nordhougen, Hubert Miller, Effi
Smith (Mrs. Ringuette), Anna Magnus, George Kneidt (deceased), Clara N
Halverson, Teacher (now Mrs. Joseph H. O’Leary), Mary Higtgen, Amelia Borcher
Willie Messner (deceased), Claude Ziegler, and Elsie Iverson, 1




Superintendent Dwight Bangs
1895-1912 ™

Average number of pupils
during Bangs tenure: 66

Communication:

Combined Method: use of
signs, finger spelling, writing,
and speech, adapting their
uses with puplils as needed

The Bangs-mobile



'3 Bangs tenure

A Pupils awarded seven first prize medals at world fair for
excellent exhibit of school work

A Added steam heat, sewers, electricity and fire escapes

A Construction of infirmary, barn and new school building
(construction of school was not completed until 26 years later)

A Implemented carpentry class
A First class of graduates i 1900

A Lobbied for: -
-stricter laws regarding school attendance for deaf children
-procedures for reporting deaf children fromtaxa s s e s s o
office to school census
-change school name from Deaf & Dumb Asylum to
ND School for the Deaf and Dumb



1895-1912 scenes from campus



