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History of the North Dakota 

School for the Deaf 



School Motto

Looking back with pride

Looking forward with confidence



Superintendent Anson Spear

1890-1895

Communication: 

Combined method - use of signs and 

manual alphabet 

Use of oral methods 

with pupils who showed ability 

Average number of pupils  

during Spear tenure:  28



Spear tenure

ÅOnly deaf superintendent - 1890 helped 

establish North Dakota School for the Deaf 

ÅOversaw construction of main building ready 

for occupancy-1893

ÅImplemented trade programs: farm, dairy, 

garden, printing, sewing and housekeeping

ÅEstablished the Banner, a semi-monthly 

newspaper printed by students

ÅLaw passed - $50 penalty for parents who 

refused to send their deaf child to school

Anson 

and son



1890-1895 scenes from campus

Spear 

at 

work

1890

1893

1894



Superintendent Dwight Bangs 

1895-1912 

Average number of pupils

during Bangs tenure: 66

Communication:

Combined Method: use of

signs, finger spelling, writing, 

and speech, adapting their 

uses with pupils as needed

The Bangs-mobile



ÅPupils awarded seven first prize medals at world fair for 
excellent exhibit of school work

ÅAdded steam heat, sewers, electricity and fire escapes

ÅConstruction of infirmary, barn and new school building 
(construction of school was not completed until 26 years later)

ÅImplemented carpentry class

ÅFirst class of graduates ï1900

ÅLobbied for: 

-stricter laws regarding school attendance for deaf children 

-procedures for reporting deaf children from tax assessorôs

office to school census  

-change school name from Deaf & Dumb Asylum to 

ND School for the Deaf and Dumb

Bangs tenure



1895-1912 scenes from campus


