RO06-A
“Renewable Electrolytic Ammonia Production from Water and Nitrogen”
Submitted by Energy & Environmental Research Center
Principal Investigator: Ted Aulich
Request for $250,000; Total Project Costs $600,000

Technical Advisor Comments

Two reviewers recommended fund, one recommended funding may be considered.

All 3 reviewers had concerns that the goals were too aggressive for the timeline. The applicants have
responded that they can be aggressive due to the progress made with the previously funded bio-syngas-to-
ammonia project.

$93,750 of the requested $250,000 is currently listed as the NDIC’s share of Facilities and Administrative costs.
The total Facilities and Administrative costs equal $209,167, approximately 35% of the total project budget.
Two reviewers expressed a desire for more detail regarding the methodology. In their response, the applicants
stated that they purposely left out some details in the interest of maintaining confidentiality. Additional details
were provided in the response. While the additional details are appreciated, they would have had more value
for the NDIC if they had been available to the experts that were hired to perform the technical review.

All 3 reviewers thought the concept was sound, and had the opportunity for significant impact on the nation.

Technical Advisor Recommendations

Fund. If successful, the impact of this project could be tremendous. There are some concerns with the details of the
budget. However, this is an issue that can be resolved. Overall the proposal is exciting and could be significant for
North Dakota.

If the award is granted, the Technical Advisor advises the following contingencies:

Budget line items for food and travel to conferences, unless they are directly related to the achievement of the
project, are removed from the budget. Applicants will need to describe to the Council’s satisfaction how those
costs relate to the project in order to be included on the budget.

The approved federal rate for the EERC Facilities and Administrative costs is 50%. The applicants have added a
10% increment to the federal rate for a total of 60% as the NDIC’s share. The applicants will remove the added
10% from the NDIC’s share and leave the rate at the federally approved 50%.

The applicant has indicated that the EERC and Corn Growers Association are still in the process of coming to an
agreement. This is expected to be cleared up in a matter of days. It must be taken care of prior to contract
with the NDIC.

Industrial Commission and the Renewable Energy Program will receive recognition in all literature, and other
project related public relation efforts with the following reference: Funded in part by the North Dakota
Industrial Commission Renewable Energy Program.

The project data and reports shall be provided to the Department of Commerce & Renewable Energy Council in
both electronic and hard-copy formats with permission for unrestricted distribution. The electronic versions
shall be in a suitable format for hosting on the Department of Commerce and Renewable Energy Council web
sites.



