
Contract No. 004-060 
{(Western ND Habitat Enhancement Projects" 

Submitted by Mule Deer Foundation 
Principal Investigator: Marshall Johnson 

Directives: A, B & C 

Sponsor 
Mule Deer Foundation 

Subtotal Cash Cost Share 

ND Game & Fish 
Mule Deer Foundation 

Subtotal In-Kind Cost Share 

North Dakota Industrial Commission 

PARTICIPANTS 
Cost Share 

$230,000 

$ 3,000 
$ 6,000 

$480,900 
Subtotal OHF Funding 

Total Project Cost 

Project Schedule - 4 years 
Contract Date -4/23/2015 
Start Date - 4/3/2015 
Completion Date -12/31/2018 

Project Deliverables: 
Status Report: June 30, 2015 ./ 
Status Report: December 31, 2015 ./ 
Status Report: June 30, 2016 ./ 
Status Report: December 31, 2016 ./ 
Status Report: June 30, 2017 
Status Report: December 31, 2017 
Status Report: June 30, 2018 

$230,000 

$ 9,000 

$480,900 

$719,900 

Final Report: December 31, 2018 
*Follow-up Report: December 31, 2019 

OBJECTIVE/STATEMENT OF WORK: 
The purpose of this project is to employ at least six habitat enhancement/restoration projects on over 
2,000 acres involving prescribed burns, native grass/shrub plantings, invasive/noxious weed control, 
fencing and wildlife food plots. 

STATUS: 
Contract has been executed. 

6/30/15 Status Report received. At this time, due to the delay in receiving and signing of the OHF 
contract, the window of opportunity to take on two projects closed. These were projects that were 
based on taking the habitat back to native grasses. Unfortunately we were unable to initiate the project 
in time before the landowner seeded for crop. Currently we are working with four interested 
landowners in developing habitat restoration/enhancement and plan by end of the summer to have 
workable projects on their land. Once we have the plan developed we will move forward in requesting 
OHF funds and allocating raised matching funds. The landowners that we are working with are in the 
White Earth area, McKenzie County and Slope County. 

In July of 2015 a feature article on this grant will be published in the Mule Deer Foundation national 
magazine reaching over 20,000 households in the United States. Additionally, another article will be 



published in the Prairie Adventures column, written by Patricia Stockdill. We also promoted the OHF 
grant a the Minot, Williston and Dickinson banquets and will in the Fargo and Elgin banquets coming up 
in the next 90 days. 

12/28/2015 - Status report states: Our first project was completed in collaboration with the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Private Lands Working Lands Program. This project was worked on this past 
summer on the George Schmidt property SE of Belfield, ND in an area adjacent to what has been called 
the "Little Badlands11

• The project was developed to develop and restore natural grasslands habitat as 
well as add the landowners property into PLOTS for six years. Use of OHF funds and MDF matching 
funds were used to seed 253.1 acres with a no-till method into weed-free standing stubble. The 
landowner completed the work of seeding and the project funds were used to reimburse the landowner 
for the seed, gas and new habitat establishment incentive payment. The land was seeded with the 
following seed and percentage: 

Pubescent Wheatgrass - 30% 
Alfalfa - 20% 
Switchgrass - 15% 

10% or less of Canada Wildrye, Big Bluestem, Sideoats Grama, Cicer Milkvetch and Sweet Clover 

The NDGF Pl Biologist will monitor the lands that have been re-established as well as the land enrolled in 
PLOTS. This project helped leverage a 560 acres PLOTS agreement with the NDGF for six years. 

6/27 /2016 - Status report states: Currently we are working on three habitat projects in which we are 
awaiting the receipts to file for grant reimbursement. Our first project last year was a huge success as it 
was the catalyst to two more projects this year. The project was on the Georg Schmidt property SE of 
Belfield, ND in an area adjacent to what has been called the "Little Badlands11

• The project was 
developed to develop and restore natural grasslands habitat as well as add the landowners property 
into PLOTS for six years. The landowner was very happy with the results last fall and decided to add 
another 180 acres this spring for a total of 448 acres. The landowner hired a neighbor to complete the 
work of seeding and project funds will be used to reimburse the landowner for the seed, gas and new 
habitat establishment incentive payment. The land was seeded with the following seed and percentage: 
Pubescent Wheatgrass - 30%; Alfalfa - 20%; Switchgrass - 15%; 10% or less of Canada Wildrye, Big 
Bluestem, Sideoats Grama, Cicer Milkvetch and Sweet Clover. 

The gentleman that had done the work for Mr. Schmidt, Byron Richards, contacted NDGF and MDF with 
regard to our program as he was impressed on how the program works and the results. Mr. Richards 
contacted me to discuss developing a plan for some property he purchased NE of Beach, ND, a mere 
22,000 acres! The land purchase was finalized in late January and during this time he has been working 
with the NDGF Private Lands Biologist to discuss priorities to bring the land back to a native state in 
several areas, develop a grazing method to ensure the health of the land and to restore the Beaver 
Creek riparian area as it had been over used by livestock. Additionally this land would be placed in the 
PLOTS program. The Mule Deer Foundation contacted RMEF, PF & NWTF to gauge interest in assisting 
with this project as it is a large scale lands project that will encompass a water project, pulling bad fence 
and replacing with wildlife friendly fencing, riparian restoration and access/primitive camping area. 
With regard to the pulling of dilapidated fencing, XTO Energy and Hess Corporation provided the grants, 
$2000 apiece, to purchase two wire pullers with split spools. The machinery can pull a mile of 4/5 
strand wire in a few hours saving a tremendous amount of time and labor costs. MDR volunteers will be 
running this machinery on the Richards Habitat Projects. 



We have also completed a project NE of Watford City and will be applying for funds in July. This 
property is in the heart of the Bakken Oil Fields and was used for its mineral of Scoria for roadwork and 
pads. The company that was mining the scoria left the state in 2015 and did a poor job of reclamation. 
This property is in prime mule deer habitat in ND and is located in McKenzie County, N/NE of Watford 
City, T151 N, R 98 W, Section 12 and is 235 acres. The project will reclaim 67 acres of a former scoria pit 
and enhance another 41.6 acres of non-cropland. JMAC Resources will provide in-kind services to the 
landowner to provide the labor and machinery to till and reseed. MDF will cover the costs of the first 
year soil payment and the cost of the seed. This project leveraged a six year agreement with the Private 
Land Open to Sportsman program (PLOTS). Reseeded: Tall Wheatgrass, Intermediate wheatgrass, 
Sideoats Grama, Switchgrass, Vernal Alfalfa, Travois Alfalfa, YB Sweet Clover, Purple Prairie Clover, 
White Prairie Clover and Oats. (Maps of the Thorland Scoria Reclamation Project, George Schmidt 2016 
Habitat Project, and the Richard Property along with a picture of the wire puller and a current view of 
Beaver Creek are provided in the 6/27 /2016 status report posted on the website.) 

12/27 /2016 Status Report states: Our second project was completed in collaboration with the North 
Dakota Game and Fish Private Lands Working Lands Program. This project is an add-on to our first OHF 
project in 2015. The project area that was treated was about Yi mile to the north and was worked on 
this past summer on the George Schmidt property SE of Belfield, ND in an area adjacent to what has 
been called the "Little Badlands." The project was developed to develop and restore natural grasslands 
habitat as well as add the landowners' property into PLOTS for six years. Use of OHF funds and MDF 
matching funds were used to seed 180.1 acres with a no-till method into weed-free standing stubble. A 
third party completed the work of seeding and the project funds were used to reimburse the landowner 
for the seed, gas and new habitat establishment incentive payment. The land was seeded with the 
following seed and percentage: 

Pubescent Wheatgrass - 30% 
Alfalfa - 20% 
Switchgrass - 15% 

10% or less of Canada Wildrye, Big Bluestem, Sideoats Grama, Cicer Milkvetch and Sweet Clover. 

The NDGF PU Biologist will monitor the lands that have been re-established as well as the land enrolled 
in PLOTS. This project helped leverage 560 acres PLOTS agreement with the NDGF for seven years! 

Total cost of Project: $21,048.11 (OHF: $11,755.16 & MDF: $9,292.95) 

MDF/OHF #3: Thorland Mineral Reclamation Project: This property is in the heart of the Bakken Oil 
Fields and was used for its mineral of Scoria for roadwork and pads. The company that was mining the 
scoria left the state in 2015 and did a poor job of reclamation. This property is in prime mule deer 
habitat in ND and is located in McKenzie County, N/NE of Watford City, T151 N R98W Section 12 and is 
235 acres. The project reclaimed 67 acres of a former scoria pit and enhanced another 41.6 acres of 
non-cropland. JMAC Resources will provide in-kind services to the landowner to provide the labor and 
machinery to fill and reseed. MDF covered the costs of the first year soil rent payment and MDF/OHF 
covered the cost of the seed. The project seeded the treatment area with Tall Wheatgrass, Intermediate 
wheatgrass, Sideoats Grama, Switchgrass, Vernal Alfalfa, Travois Alfalfa, YB Sweet Clover, Purple Prairie 
Clover, White Prairie Clover and Oats. 

Total cost of Project: +10,563 (OHF: $3,084.68 MDR: $1,3422.01 In-Kind: Unknown JMAC was the third 
party who provided the equipment and labor) 



MDF/OHF Project #4: Hepper Cover Crop and Soil Improvement Project: To preserve and enhance 
wildlife habitat and forage components to benefit and sustain wildlife populations. Specifically working 
with Private Landowners to enhance, conserve or reclaim habitat to benefit wildlife, the landowners 
grazing potential and open up locked lands and enroll in the NDGF Private Lands Open To Sportsmen 
(PLOTS). This agreement leveraged a PLOTS agreement for 2,717 acres in prime mule deer country. 
MDF/OHF provided cover crop seed and MDF covered crop soil payment. The project area consists of 
100 acres and will be seeded with: Forage Peas 8#, Forage Oats 8#, Sorghum Sudan 5#, Radish 1# and 
Turnip #1. The cover crop area will remain idle until hunting season is over and to be ungrazed until 
after January 10, 2017. This will allow a full growing season and uninterrupted hunting opportunities. 
This project is to rejuvenate existing hayland in a rotational pattern of 100 acres per year. The following 
spring a new hay crop will be seeded and the above management activities will be rotated to a new area 
on the ranch. This new hayland will continue to benefit local wildlife for many years, as new stands of 
hayland are extremely productive for wildlife and livestock. 

Total Cost of Project: $4,964.80 (OHF $3,464.80 MDF $1,500) 

MDF/OHF Project #5: Richard Ranch Fencing Project (North end) This project is to tear down old and 
dilapidated barbed wire fencing, eliminate the amount of fencing and replace with wildlife friendly 
fencing for livestock management and habitat stewardship purposes on the north end of the ranch. 
The elimination of much of the wire that crisscrossed the land and reducing the number of livestock 
grazing pastures to six. Replacing barbed wire fence with wildlife friendly fencing is a benefit for all large 
game animals and upland game. This is a 20,153 acre ranch that is situated in prime mule deer habitat 
in western North Dakota. The terrain is prairie, badlands, eight miles of riparian area (Beaver Creek) as 
well as two sizable stock dams. Vegetation includes native grasses, shrubs and forbs. Wood vegetation 
includes Cottonwood, Ash, Elm, Juniper, Russian Olive, chokecherry, Juneberry and buffalo berry shrubs. 

The Muledeer Foundation volunteers (11 people) and the Rock Mountain Elk Foundation (6 people) 
worked a total of 230 hours to pull out over 5 miles of old dilapidated fences and posts. In addition, 
volunteers picked up other large pieces of metal or wood and hauled to the garbage pit. We also 
received equipment in kind from Bobcat/Doosan to complete this work. Bobcat/Doosan delivered three 
skid steers with various attachments, a Doosan Payloader and a Bobcat 4 person side by side. Bobcat 
out of Mandan, ND, delivered/picked up the equipment including providing fuel and hydraulics in case 
needed, this is a 390 mile round trip and that worked out to six trips. Additionally, we used fence pulling 
equipment that MDF purchased using grant funds from Hess Corporation and XTO Energy. Original 
agreement with landowner was that MDF/OHF would cover wildlife fencing up to $15,000 or two miles 
anything over and above including the installation was covered by the landowner. Landowner installed 
several miles of the more costly wildlife fencing at his expense as he believed that this fencing was much 
more beneficial to wildlife 

Total Cost of Project: $14,968.80 (OHF $11,226.60 MDF $3,742.20) 

MDF/OHF Project #6: Richard Ranch Water Project. The purpose of this project is to provide water to 
the landowner's livestock as we plan to fence off and limit the access to the Beaver Creek riparian area 
to allow re-establishment of vegetation to the Beaver Creek riparian area. We figured that this limited 
access would last several years and afterwards on a rotation basis. The landowner will install up to 
15,840 feet of buried water pipeline for livestock and wildlife watering on the north end of the ranch. 
NDGF will cost share on the water tanks and the landowner will pay 100% of repairs/enhancement to 
the North Well. MDF/OHF will cost share 75% of the materials and installation cost, up to $1.50 per foot 
at a maximum cost share of $23,760. Pipeline, couplers and other parts were purchased and installation 
was done by the ranch employees and neighbors using ranch equipment. This is a 21,153 acre ranch 



that is situated in prime mule deer habitat in western North Dakota. The terrain is prairie, badlands, 
eight miles of riparian area (Beaver Creek) as well as two sizable stock dams. Vegetation includes native 
grasses, shrubs and forbs. Woody vegetation includes Cottonwood, Ash, Elm, Juniper, Russian Olive, 
chokecherry, Juneberry and buffalo berry shrubs. Below is a picture of the Beaver Creek Riparian area 
(the picture is available on the website) as it shows that the habitat has suffered from overgrazing and 
needs to be restored. I have attached an article that we published in the Mule Deer Foundation 
magazine that describes the whole program and our partnership with OHF and the Oil industry. 

Cost of Project: $23,760 (OHF $16,632 MDF $7,128) 

Updated: 1/25/2017 


