


















































DNR Lake Restoration Prioritization Process and Program

Key Concepts and Facts

Six of ten lowans visit lakes each year; they will visit these lakes eight times during the year
lowans prefer lakes with better water quality

Statewide our lakes generate $1.9 billion in annual spending by lowans

A lake is a reflection of both watershed and lake management

Lake restoration starts in the watershed; it relies on strong local involvement and voluntary
participation of landowners

Current Prioritization and Program

Modeled after the Federal Clean Lakes Program established in the 1970s
IDNR provided the 2006 legislature with a priority list of 35 lake candidates
o Priorities based on a 5-year ISU/IDNR assessment of water quality

o Technical feasibility of restoration

o Potential economic benefits

o Use by lowans, and local interest/involvement

Projects require a lake and watershed restoration assessment and plan
Projects require local resources in combination with state and federal funds
Local groups can petition to have their lake added to the priority list

Project Status

o 21 Completed or near completion

o 21 Active projects in-progress

o 13 Initial public outreach, evaluation or planning stage

IDNR provides an annual progress report to the legislature that includes a work plan and budget
Program follows a ten-year plan to address priority lakes for restoration

Water Quality Goals
Stipulated in 2006 State Legislation (HF2782):

Delivery of phosphorous and sediment from the watershed will be controlled before lake
restoration begins

Shallow lakes management will be considered among options for restoration

Water quality targets

o Clarity. 4 % foot water transparency 50% of the time from April — September

o Biota. A diverse, balanced, and sustainable aquatic community must be maintained

o Impairment. Water quality impairments must be eliminated

o Sustainability. The water quality and public use benefits must be sustained for 50 years

IDNR Contacts
Mike McGhee (515-281-6281) mike.mcghee@dnr.iowa.gov
George Antoniou (515-281-8042) george.antoniou@dnr.iowa.gov

Web Page: http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environment/WaterQuality/LakeRestoration.aspx
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he restoration of Lake Ahquabi
Trepresents adecade of work by a
number of governmental agencies
and, more importantly, people within the watershed.
The reduction of lake sedimentation and
removal of fine sediments from the shallow reaches
of the lake was recognized from the onset as being
the first and most important component to improving

water quality. Any effort to restore Lake Ahquabi

without making improve-
ments to the watershed
would have been a short-
term solution at best.

From the very
beginning, the public was
openly invited to partici-
pate in the restoration
effort at Lake Ahquabi.
Public meetings were held
to seek the input of the
lake’s neighbors to
determine the most
effective methods to
restore and protect water
quality.

Through public

Partners

* lowa Deptartment of Natural Resources

» U.S. EPA - Clean Lakes and 319 programs

* Warren County Conservation Board

* REAP

* Marine Fuel Tax

* lowa Deptartment of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship

* Institutional Road Funds (DOT)

* Landowners

* Lions Club, 1zaak Walton League

» Warren County Soil and Water Conservation
District

» U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Sport Fish
Restoration Fund

participation, it was determined that soil and nutrient
delivery to the lake could be reduced through best
management practices on pasture and cropland in
the watershed and through the renovation of two
existing sediment basins and development of five
new wetlands above the lake. Overall, 95 percent of
the cropland in the watershed is now farmed under
Natural Resource and Conservation Service
(NRCS) approved soil conservation practices.

Although monitoring
activity will continue
through 2002, it has
already been esti-
mated that sediment
delivery to the lake
has been reduced by
at least 50 percent
and additional efforts
are underway to
further reduce
sediment and nutrient
delivery to the lake.









