










































































DEC - 3 2013

north
country.

trail

ASSOCIATION

North Dakota Industrial Commission

ATTN: Outdoor Heritage Fund Program Your Adventure Starts Nearby.
State Capitol - Fourteenth Floor

600 East Boulevard Ave, Dept 405

Bismarck, ND 58505

Dear Grant Review Committee,

Please accept this letter of support from the North Country Trail Association (NCTA) in support of the Trail
Restoration and Improvement Program proposal submitted by North Dakota Parks and Recreation to the Outdoor
Heritage Fund Program.

NCTA is the main partner of the National Park Service in building, maintaining and protecting the North Country
National Scenic Trail across seven states and 4,600 miles. NCTA is led by a team of professional staff but our
biggest contribution comes from our volunteers. Last year, our volunteers contributed almost 77,000 hours toward
building and maintaining the Trail and telling its story, valued at $1.7 million dollars which is matched by a financial
contribution of $352,000 from our membership.

in North Dakota, our chapters work closely with North Dakota Parks and Recreation to create an incredible
recreational resource that benefits the local communities and attracts visitors from around the nation. If funded,
the Trail Restoration and Improvement Program will provide critical resources to build additional segments of the
North Country Trail across treasured North Dakota landscapes, rehabilitate sections experiencing natural resource
impacts, and improve the facilities and information for trail users. With good working partnerships and strong local
support in place, we have the infrastructure needed to move these projects forward and the volunteer force to
build and maintain the trail for future generations.

Thank you for considqation of the Trail Restoration and Improvement Program and your support of the North

Executive Director

North Country Trail Association

229 E. Main St, Lowell, MI 49331  « hq@northcountrytrail.org www.northcountrytrail.org
oli-free 866-445-3628 1 616-897-5987 1. 616-897-6605
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US Army Corps
of Engineers

St.Paul District

Lake Ashtabula Project Office

2630-114"™ Avenue Southeast; Valley City, ND 58072-9795 Phone: 701-845-2970 FAX: 701-845-0712

North Dakota Industrial Commission
ATTN: Outdoor Heritage Fund Program
State Capitol - Fourteenth Floor

600 East Boulevard Ave, Dept. 405
Bismarck, ND 58505

Dear Grant Review Committee:

The US Army Corps of Engineers Lake Ashtabula Project Office asks for your support of
the Trail Restoration & Improvement Program project as submitted by ND Parks and
Recreation. This project will go a long way towards the completion of the North Country
National Scenic Trail in North Dakota. The US Army Corps of Engineers maintains 35
miles of trail along Lake Ashtabula as a trail partner.

The North Country National Scenic Trail as designated by Congress traverses 4,600
miles through 7 States from Lake Sakakawea State Park in North Dakota east to Crown
Point, New York. Currently the trail is about 50% complete in North Dakota. The existing
segments of the North Country trail have proven to be a tourist draw to North Dakota
and especially the Sheyenne River Valley and Lake Ashtabula. This important resource
draws hundreds of people to North Dakota from all over the United States.

This project as requested complements North Country National Scenic Trail
development efforts across North Dakota. Currently the State Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan indicates trails as a priority in all regions in which the trail exists and or
will be routed across. While much of the trail development is accomplished through the
use of volunteers, it will take financial support to continue its development.

Please support funding for this project to assist the ND Parks and Recreation and the
North Country Trail volunteers in completing the longest scenic trail in America. Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

cott Tichy
Park Ranger
US Army Corps of Engineers
Lake Ashtabula Project Office
2630 114" Ave SE
Valley City, ND 58072
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