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Technical Advisor’s Comments: 

• The project will study work with available core data and well logs to develop a 
geologic analysis, and numerical models of the rock mechanical properties of 
middle Bakken reservoir. 

• The project will determine the in-situ stress field of the Middle Bakken and 
measure the geomechanical properties of the reservoir. 

• But there are multiple objectives for this project 
• A major goal of the project is to create a teaching lab that also functions in the 

real world. 
• The intent is to educate local students to be integrated into the local industry and 

attract students to the area. 
• I believe this goal alone is significant 
• There is a shortage of workers in the industry 
• Attracting engineers to work in the State is already difficult 
• Home-grown and educated students are easier to retain or more likely to return to 

the State at some time in their career. 
• Dr. Zhengwen Zeng has already placed some students into the local workforce 
• The program does have industry support, and with growth that should increase. 
• Both reviewers recommend funding should be considered. 

 
Technical Advisor’s Recommendation: 
The Technical Advisor recommends funding. 


