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TECHNICAL ADVISOR’S SUMMARY and RECOMMENDATION 
LRC-LXXX (80)-D 

“Management practices to improve soil and vegetation perimeters of reclaimed 
North Dakota Coal Mine Lands” 

Submitted by: NDSU 
Request for: $578,187; Total Project Costs: $1,156,374 

Principal Investigator: Ryan Limb 
 

Description of the Project:   
 
NDSU proposes to partner with BNI Energy, Coteau Properties Company, Coyote Creek Mining 
Company, and Falkirk Mining Company to evaluate existing soil management practices and 
implement and evaluate land remediation field trials designed to improve soil properties and 
native vegetation. The project is broken into three phases spanning five years where we will 
evaluate management techniques incorporating both mechanical and biological actions to: 1) 
improve water movement between soil horizon boundaries, 2) decrease both shallow and deep 
soil compaction, 3) increase root abundance and depth and 4) reduce exotic grass abundance. 
 
Technical Advisor’s Recommendation: Fund   
 
Fund subject to the following:  

 
- Matching Funding received from all the parties 
- Technical advisor participates in Advisory group  
 

Conflict of Interest:  
 
BNI Energy 
Coteau Properties Company 
Falkirk Mining Company 
Coyote Creek Mining Company 
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