












WESTMORELAND COAL COMPANY
 

2 North Cascade Avenue, 2nd Floor, Colorado Springs, CO 80803
 
Phone: (718) 442-2600
 

October 12, 2009 

Karlene Fine 
Executive Director, North Dakota Industrial Commission 
State Capitol 
600 East Boulevard Ave Dept 405 
Bismarck, NO 58505 

Dear Mrs. Fine: 

I am writing in support of GreatPoint Energy's application for its "North Dakota Lignite 
Hydromethanation" research program under the Lignite Research Council grant. 
Collaborating with GreatPoint represents an opportunity for North Dakota to help bring a 
transformational clean energy technology to market. Successful completion of this 
feedstock testing program would provide a technology platform for optimizing lignite 
resources, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and providing long-term economic 
growth to the State 

, understand that, in this late-stage R&D project GreatPoint will seek to demonstrate that 
lignite can be converted to natural gas and hydrogen using catalytic hydromethanation at 
significantly greater efficiencies and economics than any alternative technology. While I 
understand that GreatPoint's hydromethanation technology has already been 
demonstrated to effectively process lignite samples from North Dakota in a series of 
bench-scale tests, a Lignite Research Council grant will enable GreatPoint to advance 
its key development and commercialization goals. In addition, with its integrated carbon 
capture and sequestration capability, hydromethanation is potentially one of the few 
renewable options available that can economically capture and sequester nearly all of 
the carbon dioxide generated in the process. 

GreatPoint reports that it has successfully completed pilot testing at the Gas Technology 
Institute's flex-fuel test facility in Des Plaines, Illinois. In June 2009, GreatPoint began 
operating its $40 million Mayflower Clean Energy Center in Somerset, Massachusetts ­
a dedicated Hydromethanation demonstration facility. GreatPoint has raised $140 
million in private equity investment to date and is backed by leading strategic and 
financial investors including Kleiner Perkins, Khosla Ventures, The Dow Chemical 
Company, Peabody Coal, and Suncor Energy. GreatPoint's lignite hydromethanation 
proposal offers an opportunity to accelerate the technology to the point of commercial 
readiness in a short period of time. 

Westmoreland views development of the GreatPoint hydromethanation technology as a 
potential avenue to the commercial development of lignite reserves in North Dakota, 
potentially including reserves at Gascoyne, Bowman County, in which we have an 
interest. We therefore respectfully request your support for the GreatPoint grant 
application . 
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Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

.~ Q, ()~rL1J 

Todd A. MyersO 
Vice President - Westmoreland Coal Company 
President - Westmoreland Coal Sales Company 




