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Dear Sirs:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Assessment on the Potential Impacts to
Drinking Water Resources from Hydraulic Fracturing Activities.

First, the North Dakota Industrial Commission (M...C) remains in agreement with the position taken by
the NDIC and the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission (IOGCC) as stated by Mr. Lynn Helms
at the time the study was initiated. "As the head regulator of oil and natural gas development in the
State of North Dakota and an officer of the IOGCC representing all oil and natural gas producing state
regulators, | can assure you that we have no higher priority than the protection of our states' water
resources,” said Lynn Helms, Director of North Dakota's Department of Mineral Resouri i in a House
Energy and Mineral Resources Subcommittee hearing in June of 2009. "It is my firmly held view and
that of the IOGCC that the subject of hydraulic fracturing is adequately regulated by the states and
needs no further study.”

Second, while the NDIC agrees with the conclusions and the mechanisms/vulnerabilities identified in
the draft assessment, it is the opinion of the NDIC that the draft assessment would be far more useful
to stakeholders if it included quantitative information on how many instances of each mechanism were
identified as well as the geological and geographical circumstances of each instance.

Third, the NDIC wants to make certain that the following information regarding applicability of the
mechanisms/vulnerabilities to North Dakota is documented. Information below includes the
mechanisms discussed in the Draft Assessment along with the regulations that the State of North
Dakota has in place to reduce these vulnerabilities:

Water withdrawals in areas with low water availability

The North Dakota Water Commission kg /#enns: gron A ~~y/4dlink9/4~4~~i/redirect/index.html began
regulating water appropriations in 19us ana nas a wei-established process for managing water
withdrawals for hydraulic fracturing. The water needs, policies, and process for regulating water
withdrawals for hydraulic fracturing in North Dakota have been continually updated since tt Bakken
resource development began in 2006.

Hvdraulic fracturing conducted directly into formations containing drinking water resources
..1is mechanism does not exist in North Dakota due to the geological conditions of tt  Williston
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