

GROUP & RESIDENTIAL
D.

IRREGULAR PAYMENT POLICY

EXAMPLES OF ALLOWABLE & NON-ALLOWABLE EXPENDITURES
	CATEGORY
	ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR
	NON-ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR

	10

School Supplies/ Activities

	Allowable irregular maintenance includes:  school incidentals, field trips, shop & home ec. & lab fees, senior pictures, announcements, cap & gown, class rings, prom dresses, tux rental, lease/purchase for musical instruments, music lessons, swimming lessons, karate, bowling, and camps of any type.  A per child/year expenditure limit applies.

Items purchased belong to the child & must accompany the child home or to a new foster care situation.


	The cost of school supplies, books, activity fees, class dues and transportation to school is part of the facility maintenance rate.

Costs incurred for providing recreation to the residents, including magazine & newspaper subscriptions, sports equipment, games, dues for clubs, and admission fees to sporting, recreation and social events is part of the facility maintenance rate.

Costs for necessary medical-related items for residents which are not covered by insurance or governmental medical care programs.

College costs of any kind.

Correspondence courses.

Tutoring.

School tuition.

School registrations.


	20

Clothing

Allowance


	Initial clothing allowance must be purchased within the first five months of the child’s entry to foster care, submitted for payment within the first six months.

Special clothing allowance is available, if necessary.  See NDDHS 6233-05.

In the case of out-of-state group and residential placement, the on-going clothing needs may or may not be included in the facility rate.  This must be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.
	The regular on-going clothing needs of the child are included in the facility’s foster care maintenance rate.  Therefore, on-going clothing costs to maintain a child’s wardrobe are not reimbursed as irregular payments.

[Exception: In the case of out-of-state placements, the on-going clothing needs may or may not be included in the facility rate.  This must be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.]

	CATEGORY
	ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR
	

	50

Travel

	Foster child visits home or other location to visit parents, siblings, and relatives.

Travel for Family-Group/RCCF/RTC


	Irregular Foster Care Maintenance payment, Category 50, Code 51.

Irregular Payment for Reunification, Category 50, Code 52.  In facility care, this is considered an allowable foster care administrative* cost to facilitate reunification.

Refer to NDDHS 623-05 for policy & limitations.

*Note:  Facilities are allowed to include some administrative costs in maintenance.

	80

Reserved
	Extra Supervision – Group/RCCF

*Requires Regional Supervisor and Administrator, Foster Care, approval.
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