
B.

FOSTER CARE IRREGULAR PAYMENTS

SUMMARY & EXAMPLES OF ALLOWABLE & NON-ALLOWABLE

FAMILY FOSTER CARE
	CATEGORY
	ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR MAINTENACE
	NON-ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR MAINTENANCE
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School Supplies/

Activities


	Allowable irregular maintenance includes: school incidentals, field trips, shop & home ec. & lab fees, non-clothing athletic equipment & shoes, senior pictures, announcements, cap & gown, class rings, prom dresses, tux rental, lease/purchase for musical instruments, music lessons, swimming lessons, karate, bowling, and camps of any type. Personal incidentals include items related to personal hygiene, cosmetics, over the counter medications, and special dietary foods, infant and toddler supplies, including high chairs and diapers and miscellaneous items. A per child/year expenditure limit applies.

Items purchased belong to the child & must accompany the child home or to a new foster home situation.
	School supplies are presumed to be included in the basic foster care maintenance rate.  Therefore, school supplies are not reimbursable as an irregular maintenance payment.

College costs of any kind.

Correspondence courses.

Tutoring.

School tuition.

School registrations.

Travel & transportation expenses.  Local travel related to activities is presumed to be included in the basic foster care maintenance rate.
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Clothing

Allowance
	Initial clothing allowance must be purchased within the first five months of the child’s entry to foster care, submitted for payment within the first six months.

Special clothing allowance is available, if necessary.  See NDDHS 623-05. Clothing.
	The regular on-going clothing needs of the child are included in the basic foster care maintenance rate. Therefore, on-going clothing costs to maintain a child’s wardrobe are not reimbursed as irregular payments.

	30

Emergency Foster Care

	$30/day for up to 15 days. Emergency nature of placement must be documented. Reimbursement is limited to the emergency placement daily rate only.
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	CATEGORY
	ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR MAINTENACE
	NON-ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR MAINTENANCE
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Child Care


	Child care for foster child during foster parent’s employment when the foster child is not in school.

Child care for foster child during the foster parent’s attendance at mandatory foster parent training.

Child care for the foster child during foster parent’s attendance at case conference, permanency planning, court hearing, without foster child.

Child care costs for the foster child which facilitate the foster parent’s attendance at activities which are beyond the scope of “ordinary parental duties.”
	Child care provided to a foster child to facilitate a foster parent’s participation in activities that are within the realm of “ordinary parental duties” are not reimbursable under foster care maintenance.

Child care activities which are deemed a social service are not reimbursable under foster care maintenance.

Child care provided to a child in foster care due to the illness of the foster parent is not an allowable expenditure under foster care maintenance.

Child care for respite purposes is not an allowable foster care maintenance expense.

Child care while the foster parent attends school conferences is not an allowable foster care maintenance expenditure.  Attending school conferences is an ordinary parental duty.

Child care provided to facilitate visits to a child who is temporarily out of the home (child hospitalized or at camp)is not an allowable expenditure under foster care maintenance.  This is an ordinary parental duty.

Therapeutic child care is not an allowable expenditure under foster care maintenance.

Informal, episodic child care is presumed to be included in the basic foster care maintenance rate and is not reimbursable as a foster care irregular payment.

	CATEGORY
	ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR MAINTENACE
	NON-ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR MAINTENANCE
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Travel


	Transportation as a separate item of expense is allowable for the foster child only for reasonable travel to the child’s home for visitation.  This includes transportation to the child’s home or another location to visit parents’, siblings, relatives.  This is claimable as an irregular maintenance expense.

Commercial transportation on bus/train/plane is allowable.  The case manager/custodian is expected to plan and purchase tickets to take advantage of the most economical rate.

Mileage is paid at the community prevailing rate, not to exceed allowable North Dakota state rates.

The child’s meals and lodging are paid according to the state formula.  Receipts are required & must be maintained in the child’s county case file for audit purposes.  
	Location transportation, transportation to and from sporting, entertainment or cultural events, and extracurricular activities is included in the basic foster care maintenance rate and not reimbursable as an irregular maintenance payment.

Transportation for the child’s attendance at court hearings, permanency planning, etc., is not an allowable maintenance expenditure.

The child’s transportation for pre-placement visits is not an allowable maintenance expenditure.

Expenses for foster parents or case managers cannot be reimbursed using foster care maintenance payments.




	CATEGORY
	ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR MAINTENACE
	NON-ALLOWABLE IRREGULAR MAINTENANCE
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Difficulty of Care/Excess Maintenance payment (EMP)


	EMP payments are made on a child specific, individualized basis.

This category includes care and supervision of the foster child with special problems, severity of which places undue demands on the foster parent’s physical, emotional, and/or material resources beyond the demands expected in normal foster parenting.

This includes an unusual amount of one of the following:


Time


Physical Work


Skill


Stress


Cost

Reference:  NDDHS 624-05-10 &


 623-05.
	Refer to:  NDDHS 624-05-10 &

623-05 for complete policy.
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Minor Parent/

Infant Care


	Where the foster care recipient is a minor with a son or daughter living in the same foster care home, an irregular maintenance payment for the infant is allowed.

Refer to:  NDDHS 623-05 for complete policy.
	If the minor parent and infant are later separated, the needs of the child can no longer be included in the minor parent’s foster care payment.

If the infant in the minor/infant situation, has been adjudicated deprived, the cost of care is not included in the parent’s foster care payment.

The infant (deprived, with a custodian), must be opened as a separate foster care case.




